JVfo U! 



o 70989 38493 a 






































































u 




r 







NZ75 


. ( 


MME 


PS-G1- 





1 

j 

r 





IN 

aJL 


j 

■ 



d _ 


ri 



in 

unn 

% 

A t 

1 


* 


li 

LLsHjhi 

Ci 

* 

I 1 


ChinaSports, Iric, 


86 


:ention Distributors 


ChinaSports is expanding 


ammunition. Whether 


84S 


-845-3 


lude 


sp 


.22LR 9mm 


19 


Ammunition 

DistriButors are invi, 

>P' 


.223 7.62x39mrr 


9-Cat 


no 


talo£ 

Please send $2.50 

(Free t!o ddalers and distribu 

A _ J [_ 

ChinaSports, 1 

6, Santa' 


BO. Bdx25p 
-Phi 


OX 2z 
one:42!3)942- 


edtoca 


availab 


SKS 


AK-74 


pr< 


a variety of new firearms and 

eeds are 


ens 


arms, cOm 
ilflnd 


its product line 


petition 
a ChinaSports 


you 

enjoy owning and using 


e. 


ors. 


-7 


EM-3 32- 


EM-32 


EM-751 


yourn 


orself- 


Siprings, GA 90670 





HLI2- 

>03 




jP 




LI2-I0 

2 










I 

! 






r 

JDM-8 

6 











































































































































































































































































































































FREE DANNER 
BOOT CATALOG 

Select your new boots from our detailed fiill-color catalog, showing 
the complete selection of styles and sizes. Includes Danner boots 
with the Gore-Tex® fabric sock lining, guaranteed waterproof. 
Choose from all-leather or lightweight leather and Cordura® nylon 
combinations, with Vibram® lug or crepe soles. Danner makes 
tough boots and shoes for people who want comfortable feet. 

And inside every pair are 40 years of experience. 
CALI 1-800-345-0430 from 9 to 4 Pacific Time, or 
send this card today for your FREE Danner catalog, 
and names of your nearest dealers. 
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COMMAND GUIDANCE 

by Robert K. Brown 

Sanctions Promote Apartheid 

I HATE TO SAY this, but sometimes we Americans can be pretty 
fuzzy headed when it comes to foreign affairs. Not just our 
government (usually fuzzy), but we as a people. We want to reach 
out and help others in trouble, but there are times when that 
“help” turns out to be more of a hurt. 

South Africa is a prime example. 

There’s a current school of thought in some U.S. circles that 
economic sanctions levied against South Africa will immediately 
end the last vestiges of apartheid — South Africa’s fading policy of 
separateness between blacks and whites. 

The thinking goes like this: If we cut off trade with South Africa, 
the economic repercussions within that society will force the South 
African government to end white minority rule, thereby opening the 
door to majority rule, which will then allow us to reopen the trade 
doors. 

As a theory, it has some appeal — on its surface — but it just 
won’t work. In fact, sanctions will criminally hurt the very people 
they’re designed to help — black South Africans. 

If we cut off all trade with South Africa, just who do you think is 
going to get thrown out of work? Hundreds of thousands of blacks 
who, along with their families, depend on U.S. business for their 
livelihood and, indeed, their future. 

With a stroke of the sanctions pen, we will have created a 
starving, homeless, segment of the South African population and 
deprived it of hope — and that creates a segment ripe for 
recruitment by violent revolutionaries who could eventually turn 
the country into another blood-drenched Uganda or Cambodia. 

South Africa's government, under internal and international 
pressures, has been making strides toward eradicating apartheid. 

The process has been slow, and it hasn’t satisfied many who 
demand overnight change. But that should surprise no one. Our 
own process of desegregation took more than 180 years, and it’s 
still incomplete. Yet those changes are being made in South Africa, 
fueled by moderates, both black and white, who want to see their 
country survive its greatest challenge to date. 

So what’s our response to those moderates? With sanctions, we 
throw a chunk of the population out of work, drive them into the 
arms of revolutionaries, watch civil unrest and terrorism swell on a 
bloody wave, force the government to bow to the demands of its 
own intransigent right wing to “maintain law and order,” and then 
cringe while fledgling civil liberties and an integrated social order 
are tossed into the maw of those who scream “Blacks and whites 
can never mix.” 

Is that what we really want for South Africa? 

I’d rather look beyond the rhetoric of “apartheid” — on both 
sides — and go for what may be the most practical solution: black 
economic power. 

Let’s increase U.S. trade with South Africa and encourage U.S. 
businesses to set up shop. Let’s put people to work, pay them a fair 
wage and give them the economic clout to make their their visions 
for the future of a coexistent and prosperous South Africa a reality. 
That’s helping. ^ 
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SPECIAL FORCES COMBAT FIRING TECHNIQUES 


by Frank A. Moyer and Robert J. Scroggie 

What happens when an American soldier fighting on foreign soil suddenly finds himself 
without that familiar U.S. Army rifle in his hands? If he can scrounge an enemy weapon, 
great, but his life depends on whether or not he knows how to shoot it. Special Forces 
Combat Firing Techniques provides that information. The Uzi submachine gun, British 
Bren light machine gun, Finnish Soumi submachine gun and Soviet AKM Assault Rifle are 
among more than 60 different American and foreign assault rifles, machine rifles, sub¬ 
machine guns, light machine guns and shoulder-stocked pistols tested in this study. The 
most effective positions, best response maneuvers, most accurate holding techniques and 
best kill-hit area, along with dozens of illustrative photographs, are presented in this 
comprehensive manual. QVz x 11, hardcover, photos, 120 pp. $19.95 
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AK47: 

The Complete Kalashnikov Family 
of Assault Rifles 

by Duncan Long 

The Soviet AK47/AKM assault rifle 
is tough and dependable, and has 
spawned many spinoffs worldwide. 
These rifles are now available in the 
U.S., but solid information on them 
is scarce. Learn about specs, ammo 
and more-find out why the AK47 
is the world’s most widely used 
gun. 5ft x 8ft, softcover, photos, 
illus., 192 pp. $14.00 


THE 1989 CALENDAR OF CREATIVE REVENGE 
... featuring the awesome, hysterical, and ridiculous 
humor of that Master of Mayhem, George Hayduke 

Make a date to get even with that nasty so-and-so who’s 
done you wrong. Pencil in your revenge plots on the first- 
ever Paladin "get even" calendar you know what 
George Hayduke says: "Thou shall bide thy time before 
activating a revenge plot!" Thirteen months of madness 
pack this guide to a 1989 full of Haydukery, complete with 
hilarious color illustrations and descriptions of George’s 
favorite stunts, plus a listing of the Eleven Commandments 
of Revenge (lest ye forget!). A great holiday slocking stuffer 
for the Hayduke fans on your list! 12x13. color illus. 

$9.95 



MAKE’EM PAY 

Ultimate Revenge Techniques from 
the Master Trickster 
Want to see your enemies grovel at 
your feet? The meanest man in the 
world and author of the infamous Get 
Even brings you more dirty tricks, 
schemes, scams and stunts. Getting 
back at a landlord, politician, sales¬ 
man, utility, restaurant, or super¬ 
market is a cinch with over 130 
creatively nasty techniques. For 
entertainment purposes on/y< 5ft x 
8ft, hardcover, 224 pp. $16.95 
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FIREARMS FOR SURVIVAL 

by Duncan Long 

Cut through the manufacturers’ 
hype and hot air of gun-shop com¬ 
mandos with the first complete book 
on this subject since 1976. Firearms 
expert Duncan Long rates the best 
guns for hunting, self-defense and 
combat, and shows how to avoid 
spending too much on firearms. 
Firearms for Survival is a book you 
may not be able to live without. 8ft x 
11, softcover, 136 pp., 115 photos. 

$16.95 



UNDERWATER DEMOLITION 
TEAM HANDBOOK 

Underwater demolition operations 
during wartime involve bold plan¬ 
ning, advanced diving techniques 
and skilled personnel. This guide is 
used by SEAL Teams and Marine 
Recon Units for their underwater 
combat missions. A rare military 
manual for those who need in- 
depth info on diving and demoli¬ 
tions. 8ft x 11, softcover, photos, 
illus., 224 pp. $16.95 
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EDGE 



CREDIT 

The Cutting Edge 

by Scott French 

This hard-and-fast course in pro¬ 
fessional credit counseling reveals 
step-by-step instructions on How to 
legally repair damaged credit the 
same way the pros do it and offers 
more devious tricks that work like 
financial black magic. The 70 least- 
known credit facts, getting cards 
with no credit check, dealing with 
collection agencies and moref 8ft x 
11, softcover, 264 pp. $19.95 


(on mu 

IMMHi 01 

I S SYIM\<- 



THE COMPLETE BOOK OF 
U.S. SNIPING 

by Peter R. Senich 
Trace American sniping materiel 
from its infancy to today's sophisti¬ 
cated systems with this volume, 
compiled from Senich’s early books. 
Limited War Sniping and The 
Pictorial History of U.S. Sniping. 
Almost 400 photos, plus information 
gleaned from official documents and 
military archives, pack this definitive 
work. 8ft x 11, hardcover, 375 pho¬ 
tos, 288 pp. $34.95 


U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 



U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 

One of the most rare FMs in the field 
of military collecting, with special 
emphasis on underwater demolition 
techniques and explosives. Equip¬ 
ment and tactics employed by this 
elite fighting force are covered, as 
are SEAL weapons, communica¬ 
tions, driving, infiltration and exfiltra¬ 
tion, survival, and more. 8ft x 11, 
softcover, photos, illus., 240 pp. 

$14.95 



MANUAL OF THE 
MERCENARY SOLDIER 
A Guide to Mercenary War, 
Money, and Adventure 

by Paul Balor 

"The Whores of War.’’ Modern mer¬ 
cenaries make their living in today’s 
most volatile hot spots. Old pro Paul 
Balor, reveals the experiences and 
tricks of the trade that ha ve kept him 
alive on three continents for more 
than four decades! An authoritative, 
insider’s guide! 5ft x 8ft, hardcover, 
320 pp. $17.95 


mi -hi 

uium tnoAifoacu 



U.S. ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
MEDICAL HANDBOOK 

Paladin’s brand-new update of this 
classic best-seller gives you the info 
you need to stay alive and stay well 
in the field—600 pages show how to 
treat all kinds of diseases and injur¬ 
ies. In a new compact format, this 
book gives you the knowledge that 
makes the Special Forces medic so 
valuable. 4ft x 7'A, weatherproof 
softcover, illus., 608 pp. $19.95 


MAKE 
MY DAY! 



MAKE MY DAY! 

Haydulre’s Best RevengeTechniques 
for the Punks in Your Life 

by George Hayduke 
Hayduke is back and meaner than 
ever with this all-new bag of bully- 
busting tricks. Hundreds of ideas 
from readers who rallied to George’s 
stirring cry ("Do unto others before 
they get unto you") fill this antic 
anthology that will amazeand amuse 
you. Make My Day! is intended for 
entertainment purposes only. 5ft x 
8ft, hardcover, 224 pp. $16.95 


Catching 
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CATCHING SPIES 
Principles and Practice 
of Counterespionage 

by H.H.A. Cooper and 
Lawrence /. Redlinger 
What the public hears about the 
world of espionage is only the tip of 
the iceberg. What goes on underthe 
surface? Who are these spy-catch¬ 
ers? Who are their prey? This in- 
depth look discusses spy mania, 
backgrounding, moles and U.S. ef¬ 
fectiveness in the War of Spies. 5ft x 
8Y2, hardcover, 408 pp. $24.95 


A SPECIAL 
HOLIDAY OFFER 

Use the "Special Holiday Offer" box on the order 
form and deduct 20% from any order of $50.00 
or more! This offer is being extended to you, our 
valued customers. It is our way of saying, "Have a 
great holiday season!" ORDER NOW to take 
advantage of this opportunity! This offer ends 
January 1, 1989. (Available to retail customers 
only.) 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE- DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 

PALADIN PRESS • P.O. BOX 1307 • BOULDER, CO 80306 • (303) 443-7250 
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Call TOLL FREE for credit card orders: l 
1-800-642-8300, ext. 24. Call 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week. Call from any state 
but Alaska. Send $1.00 for 50-page 
CATALOG of 300 titles (free with order.) 


Please send me the following titles: 


Payment: □ Check or Money Order, □ VISA, □ MasterCard. 
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R ules to 

RANGER BY... 

F. Braun McAsh from 
Toronto, Canada, 
dropped us a copy of 
his own creation, The 
Book of the Great 
Ranger ; and although 
space limitations 
preclude more than just 
a taste, here a a few 
lines from his “O-Group 
of the Great Ranger” ; 

• Thou shalt not shoot 
to wound. 

• Thou shalt not cast 
interogatees from a 
slick at 2,000 feet — if 
there’s anyone looking. 
• Thou shalt not refer to 
anything under 
105mm as a “gun.” 

• Thou shalt always 
always remember that 
the term “officer and a 
gentleman” is a 
coincidental 
juxtaposition of two 
mutually incompatible 
words. 

• Thou shalt pull out the 
holy pin ... 

We’d add: Thou shalt 
never say, “I’d like to 
tell you about my fifth 
’Nam tour, but it’s still 
classified”; or, “I was 
the last Marine they 
pulled off the embassy 
roof’ if you weren’t. 


M ARCH OR 

As a reminder , 

Soldier of Fortune 
Magazine is not in the 
business of recruiting 
former military 
personnel for overseas 
work. In other words, 
we don’t find jobs for 
meres. But, if you’re hot 
to trot, the French 
Foreign Legion still hires 
foreigners on initial 
five-year contracts. For 
current information on 
enlistment requirements, 
write S.I.H.L.E., R.F. 

78, 13673 Aubagne, 
France. Replies take 
about three months. 


BULLETIN 
BOARD 




There’s no beauty in war, yet battle itself can often 
produce a photographic Image that belies its 
brutality. In this U.S. Air Force photo, an A1E 
Skyraider blasts a Viet Cong position with a 
phosphorous bomb in February 1966. 


S OVIET 

LEGACY... 

Antipersonnel mines are perhaps the nastiest 
chapter in the 20th century book of 
counterinsurgency warfare. They’re strewn nearly 
everywhere from Southeast Asia to southern Africa, 
and unfortunately (especially for the civilian 
population), combatants tend to leave them lying 
around even after the guns have fallen silent. 

In Afghanistan, the same appears to be holding 
true. 

Since 1979, Soviet occupation forces have 
scattered tens of thousands of AP mines around the 
countryside — many taking the insidious form of 
toys — although they have in the past and still do 
deny that fact. And, what’s worse, they’re not 
bothering to clean up their mess before the last 
Soviet soldier turns out the lights in Kabul. 

So who gets hurt? Thousands of Afghan children, 
who have already lived the ravages of war during 
the last decade. 

Afghanistan Resistance Relief Center (ARRC) has 
decided to do something about that. With Soviet 
invaders now withdrawing, the ARRC is raising 
funds to build a children’s hospital inside the 
country to aid those kids who are victims of war 
wounds and diseases. 

ARRC requests that if you’re asked at your place 
of work to contribute to the United Way campaign, 
and if you wish to help the children of Afghanistan, 
write in the blank space of your United Way card: 
“Afghanistan Resistance Relief Center.” 

Or, if you simply want to make a tax-deductible 
contribution or find out more information, contact 
ARRC at P.O. Box 507, Annandale, Virginia 22003. 



As most vets who served in Vietnam 
will remember, there were moments 
— brief and few and far between — 
when the war on the ground seemed 
an eternity away. Here, a CH-3C 
glides over the South China Sea, 
providing one of those rare 
moments. Photo: U.S. Air Force 



LIVE 

ALERT... 


Careful, martini drinkers. There 
may be more at stake than just your 
liver. According to the Intelligence 
Operations Center of the United 
States Customs Service: 

“Information has been received that 
Middle Eastern terrorist organizations 
may be smuggling plastic explosives 
shaped like olives in five liter 
containers of real olives. The 
explosives are packed in olive oil, 
making detection difficult.” 

When we get down to 
mind-blowing substances, we’ll stick 
to bourbon on the rocks, thanks. 


S TINGING 

KHADAFFI... 

Here’s a bit of good news for the 
African country of Chad, long locked 
in conflict with its northern 
“neighbor,” Libya. In what appears 
to be a policy shift in Washington, 
the Chadians will soon receive a 
Stinger surface-to-air missile package 
worth an estimated $2 million, which 
breaks down into a reported 24 
Stingers and seven launchers. 
Although Jonas Savimbi’s UNITA 
forces in Angola have been receiving 
Stingers under a covert aid package, 
Uncle Sam’s policy to date has beer 
to keep the advanced system out of 
the hands of African governments. 


Continued on page 6 
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MEET A 'TERRORIST'S 
WORST NIGHTMARE. 

He’s an anti-terrorist and he’s trained to stop terrorists 
dead in their tracks. Take a close-up look at the latest 
weapons and equipment at his disposal in this big book 
packed with facts and photos. 
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3285 $19.95 4283 $12.95 +0877 $12.95 1347 $14.95 
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5223 $16.95 0489 $18.95 0109 $16.95 3327 $19.95 3236 $18.95 1651 $17.95 5231 $28.95 5215 $24.95 3517 $22.95 1610 $17.95 4502 $19.95 


PLUS books for 

CIS*,/* with 
tf€f 1L membership 



+2121 $12.95 



+3566 $12.95 3319 $24.95 1958 Spec.ed. 3533 $17.95 3442 $29.95 


Here’s how the Club Plan works: You'll get 3 books for only 98c plus shipping and handling 
and your FREE BOOK when accepted as a member. We reserve the right to reject any applica¬ 
tion. However, once accepted, if you are not completely satisfied with your introductory books, 
return them at our expense. Your membership will be canceled and you will owe nothing.The 
FREE BOOK is yours to keep in any case. 

Huge selection: As a Club member, you'll have over 350 titles to choose from-a tremendous 
variety of the very best military books in print. Many feature rarely seen photos, illustrations and 
maps. Many books are difficult to find anywhere else. 

How you save money: The Club offers its own complete hardbound editions (sometimes 
altered in size to fit special presses). Club editions save you up to 30% off publishers’ hardcover 
edition prices. A shipping and handling charge is added to each shipment. 

Club magazine: About every 4 weeks (14 times a year) you'll receive a free Club magazine 
describing coming Selection(s) and Alternates. In addition, up to 4 times a year, you may receive 
offers of special Selections, always at discounts off publishers' prices. If you want the featured 
Selection(s), do nothing-shipment will be made automatically. If you prefer an Alternate-or no 
book at ail—indicate this on the order form and return it by the date specified. You'll have at least 
10 days to decide. If you have less than 10 days, and you receive an unwanted Selection, you 
may return it at our expense and owe nothing. 

The choice is always yours: Your only obligation is to take just 4 books at regular low Club 
prices during the next 2 years. You may resign anytime after purchasing your 4 books, or con¬ 
tinue to enjoy Club membership for as long as you like. tSoft cover. 
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Club editions save you up to 30% off publishers’ edition prices quoted above. | [ i m 


Yes, please accept my member¬ 
ship application and send me the 3 
books marked in the boxes to the 
right, plus my FREE BOOK. Bill me 
only 98<t plus shipping and han¬ 
dling for the 3 books, i agree to the 
Club Plan presented in this ad, 
and understand that I need buy 
just 4 more books at regular low 
Club prices anytime I want during 
the next 2 years. 

No-risk guarantee: If not 
delighted after examining my 3 
selections, I may return the books 
at Club expense. My membership 
will be canceled and I will owe 
nothing. No matter what i decide. 

I may keep my FREE BOOK. 


Mr. 

Mrs 

Ms. 


Address 


Apt No 

City 

State 

Zip 



_ _ 1 

StHiB 





Note: It you already own WEAPONS AND EQUIPMENT 
OF COUNTER-TERRORISM choose another title for your 
FREE BOOK. 

If under 18. parent must sign,. 


DS402 


Members accepted in U.SA and Canada only. Canadian members 
serviced from Canada, where offer is slightly different. I 
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for application forms can be 
obtained by calling toll free 
1-800-873-3768. 


Remember Muammar’s “Line of 
Death”? Well, looks like the same 
line will be drawn across Chadian air 
space — as Libya’s pilots will soon 
find out. 


T )0 BAD 

WE MISSED... 

And since we’re on the subject of 
Libya, here’s a Reuters news clip 
taken from the 29 August The 
Egyptian Gazette which reads in 
part: “President Reagan went on 
trial in Libya today charged with 
trying to assassinate Libyan leader 
Muammar Khadaffi by bombing 
Tripoli and Benghazi in 1986. 
Reagan was not present as the court 
gave him 24 hours to send a 
defense lawyer, failing which it will 
appoint one. The Havana-based 
Anti-Imperialist Tribunal of America, 
founded in Nicaragua by left wing 
lawyers and activists from nine Latin 
American states in 1981, brought 
the case against Reagan.” 

Now, in the grander scheme of 
things, do you think anyone’s really 
worried about this bit of nonsense? 
Neither are we, but it is a pity that 
we missed the bastard the first time 
around. 


S OURCING 
POW/MIA... 

Are U.S. service personnel still 
being held against their will in 
Southeast Asia? What was it like for 
those who were captured by the Viet 
Cong or NVA? Who were the 
French soldiers who deserted and 
joined with the Viet Minh? 


It might take weeks, or even 
months, to track down publications 
dealing with those questions, but 
now there’s a one-stop source 
available which lists more than 130 
books on the subject. 

POW/MIA — Indochina 
1946-1986, compiled by SOF 
associate Frank Brown, is “an 
annotated bibliography of non-fiction 
works dealing with prisoners of 
war/missing in action.” This 
well-constructed piece of reference 
literature is definitely worth the 
postage-paid $3 price tag, and you 
can get your copy by writing to F.C. 
Brown, Dept. SOF, Branch Clinic, 
Box 7, U.S. Naval Air Station, FPO 
San Francisco 96654. 


P OW 

MEDAL... 

We can’t think of too many things 
worse than being taken prisoner of 
war, but it does happen and people 
survive the experience. Congress 
recently recognized that fact by 
authorizing the Prisoner of War Medal, 
issued at no cost to any person who 
was taken prisoner of war and held 
captive after 5 April 1917. 

Basic requirements state that an 
individual must have been taken 
prisoner during an armed conflict — 
World War I, World War II, Korea or 
Vietnam — and must have rendered 
honorable service during the period 
of captivity. Posthumous awards are 
authorized to legal next of kin, 
although if a person is listed as 
missing^n action without proof of 
captivity, the medal can’t be claimed 
by NOK. 

More information about the 
Prisoner of War Medal and requests 


V FW BASHES 
JANE... 

We’ve been doing a bit of Jane 
Fonda bashing recently, and a few 
incoming letters have said something 
to the effect that, “Hey, the poor 
lady’s already apologized on ABC’s 
20/20, so why donT you leave her 
alone?” 

Well, we sort of think her 
sincerity’s in doubt and so, 
apparently, does the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars. 

At their recent 89th annual 
convention, some 13,500 members 
passed a resolution stating in part: 

.. The VFW wants to be assured 
that the ‘apology’ is not simply a 
means of bolstering her sagging 
career and political fortunes.” The 
membership also unanimously 
passed another resolution calling for 
Congress to put Hanoi Jane on trial 
for treason. And lest we forget 
Jane’s memorable statement in 
1969, in which she said we should 
pray to become communists, 
another VFW resolution asked 
whether her TV apology also meant 
she has disavowed her communist 
sympathies. 

We think the VFW’s resolutions 
have hit the nail on the head. When, 
Jane, are you going to answer for 
your actions during Vietnam? 


L ooking for a 

FEW GOOD BOOTS... 

Although as of this writing truce 
talks are underway between Ortega’s 
Sandinistas and the Nicaraguan 
freedom fighters, we don’t project an 
abrupt — and satisfactory — end of 
hostilities. 

As a reminder, SOF’s El 
Salvador/Nicaragua Defense Fund is 
still in business, forwarding much 
needed non-lethal military gear 
down south to the men and women 
who stand in freedom’s front lines. 
Items they can use: combat boots 
and socks, green and jungle fatigues, 
BDUs and web gear. Do not send 
ammunition, weapons or explosives. 

For more information, contact 
Colonel Alex McColi, our special 
projects director, at (303) 449-3750, 
or write to El Salvador/Nicaragua 
Defense Fund. P.O. Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306. Although you 
can’t tax deduct it, monetary 
contributions are more than 
welcome too. ^ 
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SURVEILLANCE ■ COUNTERSURVEILLANCE 
INFORMATION SECURITY ■ VIP PROTECTION 


WORLD'S SMALLEST LASER GUNSIGHT 
Aim with the speed of light! 



State of the art weapons sight. Our laser is used by more SWAT 
teams, armed forces, sportsmen and individuals for self defense 
than all other lasersights combined! 

■ Only 6" long 

■ Weighs Just II 

■ Uses standard 
9 volt batteries 

■ Fits rifles, pistols 
and shotguns 

■ 1 year factory warranty 


Reg. *495. Only $399. ^™ 

Dealers call! Mounts available for most firearms. $45. ea. 


The size of a quarter, It is so 
sensitive it can pick up sounds 
2O' away and transmit them to 
any FM radio receiver (even the 
one in your car] up to several 
blocks away! Ultra II uses a four 
stage circuit and quality compo¬ 
nents to achieve maximum 
performance. Uses 9 volt battery. Simple final assembly required, 
intended for testing and experimentation; illegal to use for 
surveillance. Reg. $195. Special $149. 

Lithium 9 Volt Batteries $15 ea. (Lasts 2-3 times longer} 


INFINITE EAR 

Listen into your home or business from 
any phone in the world! 

This unique device permits ONLY 
YOU to hear every sound in the build¬ 
ing it is placed Into. The Infinite Ear 
plugs into any modular phone Jack or 
can be attached anywhere along the 
phone line. Simple to use, Just dial the 
phone number and use the special 
pocket size, coded tone generator 
(included]. Now you can listen into 
your premises for as long as you like. Great peace of mind when 
you are away! The Infinite Ear with attachments and complete 
instructions. Reg. $389. Special only $249. ea. 


TRANSTEC 

Don't be trapped by hid 

Transtec fits into your pocket and 
silently vibrates when it detects an R.F. 
transmitter [bug] in your presence, 
from up to 2CY away! It warns you but 
doesn't tip off anyone else! When it 
gives a warning signal, Transtec can 
now be used with its special antenna 
attachment to verify that an actual 
"bug" is present (not an Innocent 
signal) and then can be used to 
"sweep" and locate It. 

Transtec $695. 




ULTRA II 



EVALUATOR 

New microprocessor checks 
for phone taps 

Evaluator Is based on 
new technology, never 
before available. Other 
"tap detectors" are only 
simple voltage meters, and 
they just won't pick up real 
taps. The Evaluator takes a 
fingerprint of the voltage, 
resistance and capacitance 
of your individual phone line, stores It In memory, and then 
performs a check every minute, 24 hours a day and warns you with 
a flashing LED readout if conditions change. 

Easy to use, sets up in minutes and monitors your line for "taps" 
or any other abnormal changes. $695. 

Must be installed on a "dean" line. See our CM-3 complete 
countermeasure package $2,495. 

Note: California, along with most other states, has expanded its 
wiretapping laws to allow local and state agendes to tap phones. 
This may compromise your privacy! 



TELEPHONE SCRAMBLERS 



$299. ea. 


Fits over any phone. 
Secure conversations be¬ 
tween two or more persons 
(each needs a scrambler). 
With over 13,000 access 
codes, all an eavesdropper 
will hear is "garbage.” 
Quick and easy to use. 
Works on cellular, tool 
Minimum of 2 required (Slilp/lnsur. $10.) 


AUDIO JAMMER 



Defeats room bugs! 

Produces pseudo-random noise that will 
defeat all microphone-based eavesdropping 
devices. 

Difficult to filter out and if properly used, 
all an eavesdropper will hear Is a loud hiss. 



Audio Jam mer (pocket size) Reg. $195. 
Sale $129. (Ship $5.50) 

Audio Jammer II high-power unit 
available—call! 


STUN FLASHLIGHT 

This 

remarkable, 
rechargeable 
flashlight Is also 
an electric stun 
gun,. Carry 

50,000 volts of power with you day or night! Security that's 
always In your hand when you'need It! High impact, lightweight. 
Complete with recharger. $149. (Ship/lnsur. $5.50) 



ELECTRONIC VOICE CHANGER 



Works over any phone, 
makes your voice totally 
unrecognizable! 

Change your voice from 
deep to very high or vice 
versa. No one will know who 
is calling. 

Reg. $498. 

Limited offer S298. 


BULLET PROOF VESTS 



Stops .357 magnum and 9 mm 
pistol. High quality vest made from 
22 layers of Kevlar. Rated dass IIA. 
Covers front and back for full 
protection. 

Compare these vests with others at 
over $400. Satisfaction guaranteed. 

Only $269. (Ship/lnsur. $10.) 
Optional hardpiate available. Stops 
9 mm sub-machinegun. $99. 

Call now! 


BUG DETECTOR 



Professional quality hand held 
transmitter ("BUG") detector uses 
state of the art L.E.D. readout to 
Indicate the presence of an R.F. signal 
and will lead you to the source. 

Also enables you to quickly determine 
If the signal Is an actual bug by listening 
through the headphones (Included). 

Will detea room bugs, telephone 
transmitters, bumper beepers, etc. 
Instruaions induded. High qualityl 


DL-1000 Hand Held Deteaor $695. (Ship/lnsur. $10.) 


WARNING 

NOT TO BE USED FOR SURREPTITIOUS INTERCEPTION 
OF ORAL COMMUNICATIONS. ALL EQUIPMENT IS SOLD 
SUBJECT TO PUBLIC LAW 90-351, TITLE ill, 18 U.S.D., 
SECTION 2511, ALL LOCAL, STATE AND FEDERAL 
ORDINANCES, RULES, REGULATIONS, ETC. IT IS THE 
SOLE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE BUYER (NOT THE SELLER) 
TO CONSULT LEGAL COUNSEL FOR INTERPRETATION 
OF ANY LAWS APPLICABLE TO THE AREA OF 
INTENDED USE. 


ALSO AVAILABLE 

■ Complete countermeasures system. Enables you to professionally check for phone taps, room bugs, 
carrier bugs, laser listening devices, and more! Detailed Instruaion manual induded; comes in fitted 
briefcase. $2,495. (Ship/lnsur. $24.50] 

■ IBM PC Computer Security. Data encryption. Call! 


■ Telephone recorder switch and spedal 8-hour recorder. Uses standard 120-minute cassettes. Starts 
and stops automatically. Voice aaivated. Complete $165. (Ship/lnsur. $7.) 

■ Frisk 'Em metal weapons deteaor. Special $59. (Ship $Z) 

■ Professional long range parabolic microphone. 


We are security professionals. We will be happy to answer your questions and provide you with 
the latest in privacy assurance devices. 

If you need... the straight scoop... high quality equipment... great service, at fair prices... 

Send $3. (refundable) for our latest CATALOG. You won't find the quality and selection 
anywhere else. 

Executive Protection Products, Inc. —The Professionals 

1834 First Street ■ SuiteS ■ Napa ■ California ■ 94559 ■ (707)253-7142 

MasterCard ■ VISA ■ American Express ■ COD 


DECEMBER 88 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 7 

















■ MC/Visa & COD orders 

| Call toil free 

1-800-821-5157 

Missouri customers (B18) 221-3581 

■ Mail in orders 

I Send check or money order to the address 

I below 

The Dutchman 
I Dept 1288 
I P.O. Box 12548 
■ Overland Park, KS 66212 


TOTAt 


THE DUTCHMAN 


MC/VIso & COD 
Call toll free, or 
use order form below 


1 - 800 - 821-5157 


SWORD CANE 


SWORD CANE 

The Napoleon Bona¬ 
parte Eagle Sword 
Cane in stunning sil¬ 
ver is one of the most 
beautiful sword 
canes we have ever 
seen. A true collec¬ 
tor’s piece from 
handle to sword tip, 
the detail of the silver 
Eagle's head per¬ 
fectly complements 
the lustrous hardwood shaft 
(sheathed) and the tri-foil sword 
(unsheathed). The sword is made of 
high-carbon steel; the shaft of finely 
turned beech wood. Overall length 
36"; sword length from handle to tip, 
32". Internal pin-in-channel mecha¬ 
nism locks/unlocks the sword. Made 
in France by that country's premier 
cane maker, and an absolute steal at 
$148.00 postpaid. 


Amazing chemical spray renders 
envelope temporarily transparent for 
30 seconds then dries without a 
trace. Used to check suspected 
letterbombs for wires, batteries, etc.; 
inspect contents for contraband; 
quick scan "junk" mail. Odorless, 
leaves no markings or discoloration 
of envelope. An exceptions/ aid to 
artbritics. Warning: Not to be used 
on U.S. mail except by addressee; 
be certain of your rights. Each 6-oz. 
can $15.00, additional cans $10.00 
each postpaid. 


SWORD UMBRELLA 


36” long with 27" sword inside metal shaft. Xtra 
large black umbrella, wooden handle. Sword 
releases with a quick turn of h andle. $130 
postpaid. 


BOMBER JACKET 


WWII 

BOMBER 

JACKET 


For just $46.00 because it's made of 
all THE RIGHT STUFF. The classic 
\ ' i WWII Bomber Jacket for the 

Aviator/Racer look. Made of Dura- 
Hide, a man-made leather that defies 
you to tell it from the real thing. 
This is your chance to pick up the hottest look today 
at a very reasonable price. Check out these features: 
heavy duty Brass zippers: horizontal (zippered) and 
vertical front pockets: zippered left sleeve utility 
pocket: heavy duty knit cuffs and waistband; heavy 
vwight pile collar; stylish epaulettes on each shoulder; 
inside storm flap for wind resistance; 100% nylon 
lining; 8-ounces polyester body fill for warmth that 
doesn't weigh you down. This is a jacket taking 
America by Storm, .don’t miss out. Order yours 
today for just $46.00 plus $3.00 shipping. Specify 
XS (30-32), S (34-36), M (30-40), L (42-44), XL (46) 
and XXL (48-50) and be sure to tell us BLACK or 
BROWN. 


STROBE LIGHT 


This emergency strobe can be seen up to FIVE 
MILES thanks to Xenon Tube construction. 
Compact & lightweight (about 6-oz.) security. 
Two models: 1) Portable “pin on” (powered by 
one D cell battery) and 2) “suction cup" model 
for use on boats, cars (operates off cigarette 
lighter). Both strobes are weather proof and 
made of tough plastic. SIXTY FLASHES per 
minute! Versatile applications for use in emer¬ 
gency situations, Ideal for military operations, 
signalling, etc. At this low price keep one in 
every vehicle you own • $19.00 for one, with 
each additional unit $14.00 each postpaid. Mix 
and match models, your choice. 


VIET NAM 
JUNGLE BOOTS 


Viet 


Nam 


An unbelievable value in the most 
popular boot going. Top quality 
leather with cleated rubber soles 
vulcanized to leather & canvas up¬ 
per. Leather inners, nylon web on 
sides and top. Steel shank in sole for 
positive reinforcement. Colors Olive 
Drab or black, sizes 8 thru 12 Wide 
only. $27.00 + $2.50 shipping. 


NIGHT COMMAND 


Classic Pilot’s 
Watch 
Just $46.00 

POSTPAID 


Analog/ 

Digital 

Combo 


That's right, for oily 
$46.00 you cart have this 
aviator/racer watch. It's 
finished in handsome 
gunmetal black with 
matching black stainless 
steel band. The classic 
watch, because it has all 
The Right Stuff — from 
its All Bustness outside 
to its high-tech electronic 
workings. This is today s most popular watch - the perfect 
blend of history and style for men on the GO. Check out these 
features: Both Analog AND Digital time displays with luminous 
hands and numeral markers and LCD display; allows for dual 
time zone settings; has 12/24 European/Military time settings, 
reads hours, minutes, seconds. AM/PM, month, date and day 
of week; has a daily alarm and hourly chime; has a one-hour 
stopwatch with 1/100th second resolution; times splits, laps, 
time-outs and 1st/2rtd place finishes; has a rotary time ring 
bezel, ts water resistant to 50 meters (165-feet); has a 1'^year 
battery; and mineral glass crystal so it will never scratch! PLUS 
the intricate QUARTZ movement is accurate to an amazing +/- 
15 seconds a month. At $46.00 postpaid it's a deal, but save 
by buying two for 586.00 and save again when you order three 
for 512000 postpaid. 


HIDING BOOK 


Protect your valuables 
With our 
Hiding 
Book 

$24 

postpaid 


One of the slickest places to secrete money 
has always been in a book. Think of how many 
books a thief would have to look through. And 
now you can hide larger things...like a gun, or 
a box of jewelry...many things. And you can 
cany your hidden object with you in one of the 
"Hiding Books", Full size book, random titles 
used, handmade, and velvet lined in red. 
Brand new books. With cover closed you can’t 
tell from any other book. The space inside is 5 
x 8 inches. This is a top quality item. 


STEAM TRACTOR 


$97.50 + $2.50 Shipping 

Working Replica of ones used years ago in 
Lumber Camps and Threshing Runs. Comes 
complete with Brass Boilers, Copper Steam 
Pipes, Steel Fire Box, Cylinders, Pistons and 
Whistle that actually blows, made of brass. 
Uses water and burns solid fuel. Takes 3 to 5 
minutes to raise steam, then will go 1/3 of a 
mile, self-propelled. Develops 1/15hp, 
3000rpm, 10* long, T high, 5" wide, weight 4- 
1/2lbs. Made In England. A real work of art, 
gleaming and beautiful. $97.50 + $2.50 ship¬ 
ping. Order Toll Free 1-800-821-5157 or by 
mail. 


STUN GUN 


NOVA XR500Q 
$63 postpaid 
50,000 VOLTS! 


The Nova XR5000 Stun Gun can protect you 
from attackers. STUN GUN will instantly 
“scramble" attacker’s nervous system causing 
immediate (temporary) paralysis! By simply 
touching your attacker, even through many 
layers of clothing, he will drop helpless. STUN 
GUN is not lethal and is safe to user. Cannot 
transmit shock back to you. Requires 9v nicad 
battery and charger, $16.00. The Nova is sold 
with a FREE leather holster for $63.00 post¬ 
paid. This is the authentic American made 
product. Put 50,000 volts in the palm of your 
hand. Order today! 


TEAR GAS 


PENalyzer 
CS Tear Gas 
$8.95 

Looks like an ordinary ball point 
I pen, complete with pocket clip. 

I 1 But pul! oft the cap and you've 
got a potent punch of CS Tear 
GAS at your disposal. Wear 
PENalyzer in your shirt pocket 
and have unobtrusive security no 
matter where you are. 8g aresol 
shoots disabling blast 6 to 8 feet. 
PENalyzer is filled in France by 
one of the world’s oldest and 
largest manufacturers of chemi¬ 
cals and equipment for 
police/military applications. 
Special Dutchman price of $8.95 
each or six for $2900 postpaid. 
Hurry, supplies are limited on this 
very unique product. 


MACE® 


Oon’t mistake MACE with 
lesser tear gas aerosols. 

Chemical MACE delivers a 
potent punch of highly 
purified CN tear gas to 
incapacitate an assailant 
allowing you plenty of time to 
get away. MK-VI unit comes 
in individual gun’like case 
with real trigger action. 

Unique pistol grip allows quick hand orientation 
and sure action: attach to key-ring, purse or belt. 
Fires about 25 half-second bursts. Order one for 
$14.50 and SAVE by ordering six for S60.00. 
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THE DUTCHMAN 


MC/Vis a & COD 
Call toil free, or 
use order form below 


1 - 800 - 821-5157 


Telephone Scrambler PORTABLE PERIMETER ALARM I BUG BOX 

SUPER 6X 1 


Just $279postpaid 

for a complete 2 unit systeml 



The SCRAMBLER 1 system (two units) is a 
low cost, yet super sophisticated, voice 
scrambler that gets the job done. Be certain 
your confidential - and personal - phone con¬ 
versations stay that way: the SCRAMBLER 1 
scrambler/descrambler prevents others from 
listening in by rendering normal phone conver¬ 
sation totally unintelligible. Here's how it 
works: Should someone eavesdrop, bug or 
tap your line, with the SCRAMBLER 1 system 
“on”, all they’ll hear is unintelligible noise. But 
the person you're talking to on the other end, 
with his SCRAMBLER 1 turned "on”, hears 
your voice clear as a bell. The result is VOICE 
SCRAMBLING PRIVACY PROTECTION in a 
small (5" x 3" x 1"), portable and low cost 
system. Compare other scramblers for $500 
and even $1,000.00 - then order two SCRAM¬ 
BLER 1 units for the reasonable price of 
$279.00 postpaid, with each additional unit 
$125.00 postpaid. SCRAMBLER 1 is Ameri¬ 
can made, complies with FCC rules and is 
simply a must for anyone discussing sensitive 
topics on the telephone. We highly recom¬ 
mend it - order TODAY! 


THIS IS NOT A STEREO SPEAKER! 

=" Introducing the 

SUPER 6X 

PORTABLE ELECTRONIC 
PERIMETER ALARM 

It is the Loudest and 
Longest Range Portable 
Electronic Perimeter 
Alarm 

Cleverly disguised as an ordinary desktop stereo speaker, this alarm 
actually has a powerful infrared sensor - with a whopping 60-foot by 60-foot 
range - built into the cabinet. Whenever an intruder steps into the 6X’s 
scanning field, it emits the LOUDEST, PIERCING ALARM we’ve heard 
(louder and more annoying than even a smoke detector!). AND THE 
WHOLE UNIT IS POWERED BYSIX PEN LIGHT BATTERIES. This pow¬ 
erful protective alarm measures a small 7" x 4-1/2" x 8” and weighs under 
3-lbs. Since it’s battery operated, you can take it anywhere. And checkout 
these additional features: 1) AsecuritykeyswitchistheONLYwayyoucan 
“arm” & “disarm” the unit; 2) a blinking light signals the alarm has sounded, 
or batteries are low; 3) entry and exit delay adjustable from 10 to 60 
seconds; 4) automatic 2-minute reset timer; 5) versatility, thanks to a 
terminal strip with built-in ports to accept accessories such as AC adaptor, 
pressure sensitive mat, magnetic sensors for doors & windows, external 
horn for remote locations, etc. Ever since we introduced portable perimeter 
alarms, we’ve been looking for a SUPER unit, and THIS IS IT! The 6X 
Portable Electronic Perimeter Alarm has a one year warranty, looks great 
in its dark wood cabinet, and will absolutely BLOW YOU AWAY with its 
range and loud db alarm. Perfect for any security situation for the home, 
garage, shop, yard, work site, remote location, surveillance & military 
application - you name it. Order TODAY for just $68.50 postpaid. 


SECRET EAR DISTANT SOUND DETECTORS 



For Protection & Surveillance Via 
Your Telephone Tele-Monitor 2000 
lets you discreetly listen in on un¬ 
usual activities on any premises via 
the telephone. Small device (5-1 /2" 
x 3-1 /2" x 1") plugs into any modular 
jack. Does not require beeper/ 
pager. Takes just a touch tone 
phone. Simply call number Tele- 
Monitor is attached to, access by 
pushing the correct touch-tone but¬ 
tons. Once activated, super sensi¬ 
tive mike picks up the most minute of 
sounds. Monitor computer & printer 
operations while you’re away; use 
for security to hear any unusual 
sounds - smoke alarm, surge alarm, 
cries for help, muffled sounds of 
burglars at work. Compatible with 
any American phone exchange. Up 
to four units can be attached to one 
phone line, so you can monitor from 
room to room. Normal phone opera¬ 
tions are not affected. American- 
made, state-of- the-art and priced 
right for just $169.00 postpaid (addi¬ 
tional units $150.00 each). 



ThevanSleek 

FARFOON® 

$148 

Postpaid 


The most sophisticated yet developed. Made 
for professional hunters to hear approaching 
animals at a great distance, the VanSleek has 
now been discovered by the security industry. 
On city terrain sounds leap across blocks and 
streets. Guards are using VanSleek in prison 
yards to listen to convicts. The range of uses of 
the VanSleek Farfoon is astonishing and satis¬ 
faction is overwhelming. Receptivity plus. 
VanSleek is superior to direct receiver 
products...utilizes a built-in 3-1/2" parabolic 
dish for Sound Mirror effect previously found 
only on larger, more expensive units. Conven¬ 
ient size, small enough for use in tight places. 
Weighs about 2-lbs. Solid-state circuitry. Pow¬ 
ered by 6 pen-light batteries for increased am¬ 
plitude. $148.00 postpaid and worth it! 



You Need The 
BUG BOX 
For Telephone 
Privacy 


Assure complete telephone privacy with this 
telephone tap detector, ft's the only device we 
know of that prevents same line eavesdropping 
PLUS notifies you of unauthorized intrusion 
onto your line. While most tap-detectors must 
screw onto your phone's mouthpiece, the BUG 
BOX is totally independent: plug your modular 
phone into tiny <3 N x 2" x 1") BUG BOX, then 
plug BUG BOX into the wall jack. Now you’ve 
got TOTAL privacy - BUG BOX'S indicator light 
lets you know if someone is eavesdropping 
AND if someone has intentionally (or uninten¬ 
tionally) tapped your lines inside our outside 
the house from the line feed. BONUS: Attach 
BUG BOX to every phone in your house, then 
you, AND ONLY YOU, can access the phone. 
BUG BOX not only tells you if someone else is 
on the line, it KEEPS THEM OFF with its Pri¬ 
vacy Shut-out Circuit. THEY CAN’T LISTEN IN 
EVEN IF THEY WANTED TO! Buy one BUG 
BOX and use its indicator light to tell you if 
someone else has come “on line”; buy as 
many BUG BOX’S as you have phones, and 
have it both ways - total Privacy Shut-out plus 
visible light indicators. We know of NO OTHER 
TAP DETECTOR THAT HAS BOTH THESE 
FEATURES! Order BUG BOX for $48.00 post¬ 
paid, and each additional-unit for $30.00 each. 


PHONE RECORDER 



Electronic marvel tapes phone calls 
automatically. A “no hands” control 
for connecting cassette recorder to a 
telephone line, simply connect one 
cord to cassette recorder & the other 
cord into ANY modular jack in the 
house. Set recorder for “record" & 
whenever a receiver is lifted on any 
phone on the premises, the recorder 
will automatically record. When the 
receiver is hung-up, the recorder 
automatically stops. Just $22.50 
postpaid and that includes a FREE 
duplex adaptor. 


Attach MICRO FOON to belt or shirt and expe¬ 
rience the first truly effective “Mini" Distant 
Sound Detector. Key is a scientifically de¬ 
signed parabolic dish and super-sensitive 
microphone hidden behind the grillwork. Re¬ 
sult is crisp, increased pickup thanks to Sound 
Mirrpr Effect also integral to the powerful 
VanSleek Farfoon. Superior to direct receiver 
products. MICRO FOON is smaller than tran¬ 
sistor radio (2" x 4" x 1"), ideal for discreet 
surveillance (permanently mounted or mo¬ 
bile). Comes with two sets stereo earphones 
(ear plug & larger pad); 20-foot extension cord 
for remote monitoring (now you can hear low 
conversation across the room); precise vol¬ 
ume control. Operates on 9v battery. Versatile 
MICRO FOON is perfect for security work and 
recreation, a great Listenaider if you're hard of 
hearing. Order TODAY for just $77.50 post¬ 
paid. 


MC/Visa & COD orders 
Caii toll free 
1-800-821-5157 

Missouri customers (816) 221-3581 

Mail in orders 

| Scad check or money order to the address 
I below 

The Dutchman 
I Dept 1288 
I P.O. Box 12548 
i Overland Park, KS 66212 
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D RUG TRADE 
TREASONOUS... 

Sirs: 

Your excellent 
Command Guidance 
column entitled “Death 
to Drugs” (SOF, August 
’88) prompted these 
supportive comments. 

In my non-lawyer 
view, today’s illicit drug 
dealers wage chemical 
warfare against the U.S. 
and each of our states. 
The U.S. Constitution 
says waging war against 
the United States, or 
aiding and abetting 
those who wage war 
against the United 
States is treason. State 
constitutions define 
treason in language 
which copies or 
paraphrases the U.S. 
Constitution, Thus, illicit 
drug traffic may be 
treason — per federal 
and state law. 

The executive branch 
of government is 
responsible for law 
enforcement. Federal or 
state executive branch 
officers who fail to act 
appropriately against 
illicit drug traffic aid and 
abet that traffic, and 
commit treason. 

Although presidents and 
governors are tried by 
the appropriate 
legislative body after 
charges are brought by 
a designated committee 
of that body, treason is 
most often tried by a 
court after a grand jury 
indicts the suspect(s). 

SOF might consider 
leading a national 
petition drive to demand 
that grand juries, 
Congress, and state 
legislatures act swiftly 
and positively against 
illicit drug traffic. Such a 
petition drive could not 
only halt much of 
today’s criminal drug 
dealing, it might bring 
other far-reaching 
benefits to the nation. 

Jim Ewart 
Zenger News 
Service 
Seattle, 

Washington 



FLAK 



U LYSSES GRANT SAYS: 

“WAR IS HELL”... 

Sirs: 

I know you folks are out there in high-up 
Colorado, where the air is thin and there ain’t no 
such thing as a Yankee or a Confederate, but come 
on, let’s give credit where credit is due. Page 54 of 
the August ’88 issue [“The Tiger and the Donkey” 
sidebar] states in part that the “Tiger of Malay” was 
running across the Asian subcontinent like “Grant 
through Georgia.” When I read this 1 heard a 
distinct “THUMP.” It was poor old General 
Sherman turning over in his grave. Think of all 
those poor Georgians who for all these years have 
been blaming the wrong person for the mess made 
of their state in 1864. I realize it’s a minor point, 
and Sherman probably wishes this credit belonged 
to Grant. 

Keep up the good work. You’re a very bright 
spot in the continuous barrage of B.S. generated 
here in D.C. 

C.A. Thompson 
Manassas, Virginia 

That second “THUMP” you heard was a glib 
editor taking a minie ball between the eyes. You got 
me. All them Bluebellies always looked alike to 
me .... 



I RA? 

NO WAY!... 

Sirs: 

To use a crudity, Eric Kortz 
(FLAK, SOF August ’88), is talking 
out of his asshole. Like many 
so-called Irish-Americans, he knows 
nothing about the situation in 
Northern Ireland. The bulk of the 
population time and again has voted 
overwhelmingly for continued union 
with the U.K. 

There are some half-million 
Catholics in Northern Ireland, while 
the U.K. mainland has one million 
citizens of the Irish Republic living 
there. In other words, there are 
twice as many Irishmen who have 
left the Republic and chosen to live 
in the U.K. as live in all of Northern 
Ireland. That’s the equivalent of 32 
million Afghans chosing to live in the 
USSR! 

As I type this letter I read in the 
morning’s paper of the latest victims 
of the IRA. Two men, aged 60 and 
64, were found with 150 (yes, 150) 
bullets pumped into them by four 
brave boyos for the crime of being 
building contractors for a police 
station. 

Finally a few questions. The 
president of which country sent a 
note of sympathy to Nazi Germany 
after the death of Hitler? (The Irish 
Republic). Who first bombed Britain 
at the outset of World War II? (The 
IRA). Which country refuses to join 
NATO but has the largest facilities 
for the Soviet Airline “Aeroflot” 
outside the Iron Curtain? (The Irish 
Republic). 

Anthony David Jones 
Lancashire, United Kingdom 

Mr. Kortz’s short letter of support 
for the IRA drew a huge volume of 
FLAK. Suffice it to say that if he 
were a Ju-88, he would be littering 
the English landscape from Dover to 
Glasgow. However, some supported 
his views. Read on. 

Sirs: 

Don’t judge any organization 
without first looking at the reasons 
behind the group’s formation. 

A Muslim fanatic who hopes to 
achieve martyrdom by attacking a 
civilian airport in a country not 
directly involved with his people’s 
oppression is a terrorist. There 
simply is no excuse. 

However, an active service unit of 
a recognized paramilitary group 
which conducts operations against 
enemy troops occupying their 
country illegally should be 
considered freedom fighters doing a 
patriotic duty. 
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DOES YOUR 
GUN COLLECTION 
STOP AT THE 
20TH CENTURY? 



If you don’t own one of these, 
it probably does . 


The GLOCK is the vanguard of a whole new era in 
handgun manufacturing and design. An era which is 
destined to reach well into the 21 st century, but is avail¬ 
able to you now. 

Space Age Polymers 

What makes the GLOCK unique among the field of 
9mm semi-automatic pistols is the use of lightweight, 
high strength polymers in its frame and magazine. This 
space age polymer technology not only makes 
the GLOCK an extremely comfortable and dur¬ 
able pistol, but also a very affordable one. 

NATO Adopted 

Developed for the Austrian military, and 
adopted by NATO, the GLOCK has proven 
itself on both sides of the Atlantic to be a tough 


IQCK 


and reliable semi-automatic. Tested in mud, rain, sand, 
ice and heat, it performed flawlessly—continuously firing 
10,000 rounds or more without a problem. 

More of What You Want 

From its simple takedown to its remarkable accuracy, all 
GLOCK models offer you more in the way of easy han¬ 
dling than any other pistols in history. And more in the way 
of capacity, too. Because fully loaded, the GLOCK 17 
will hold up to twenty rounds. And the GLOCK 
^ 19 Compact has the capacity for eighteen. 

Get Ready Now 

Be the first on your block to own a GLOCK, and 
get a jump on next century’s technology. For a 
full color brochure, see your nearest GLOCK 
dealer, or write or call GLOCK, Inc. today. 


GLOCK, INC. 

P.O. Box 369 • Smyrna, Georgia 30081 
(404) 432-1202 

NATO Stock No.: 1005-25-133-6775 
Telex: 543353 GlockAtl UD 
Fax: (404) 433-8719 
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In your reply, you listed IRA 
attacks but failed to mention British 
atrocities committed over the last 
800 years.... not isolated incidents 
but repeated attempts at genocide 
by a supposedly “legitimate” 
government (aka parliament). The 
English government is the most 
wretched group of people ever 
assembled. They’ve been raping a 
nation for over 800 years, and the 
sooner they’re stopped the 
better. As for the Provisionals 
being “leftists,” there are leftists in 
most political organizations, including 
the English Parliament and the 
American Senate. 

The Provisional Irish Republican 
Army has committed acts that many 
of you cannot accept. However, 
look at what history and the British 
people haved done to Ireland. I 
hope their victory comes swiftly. 
Spec. M. J. McMahon 
B Co., 1/506 Inf. 

U.S. Army 


C ANADIANS WANT 
TO JOIN LJSMC... 

Sirs: 

I’m a Canadian interested in 
joining the United States Marine 
Corps. I am turning to you as the 
result of a problem that Canadians 
have in enlisting in any of the U.S. 
Armed Services. The problem is that 
because of the fact that Canada is 
considered a “foreign” country 
Canadians cannot easily enlist. 

In order for a Canadian to join a 
U.S. armed service, he must get a 
work visa and then waste a year at 
some menial job before becoming 
eligible for enlistment. To become 
eligible as an officer one must spend 
five years working in the U.S. 

I suspect that my problem is not 
unique. I thought that by bringing it 
to light it may come to the attention 
of your readership who, in turn, 
would mention this fact to their 
politicians. 

A. Mapleleaf 

British Columbia, Canada 


T raitor jane still 

COSTING SERVICE MEN... 

Sirs: 

I’m currently active duty Navy 
stationed in San Diego. One day 
very recently my vehicle was 
ticketed on base for having an 
offensive sticker. My bumper sticker 
read “Boycott Jane Fonda American 
Traitor Bitch.” I appealed to the 
base traffic court about the citation 
and their problem was the word 
bitch. I was also told that this is not 
the type of behavior expected from 


a Senior Petty Officer. 

I returned to my unit and 
researched the word bitch for a 
suitable alternate. I was not amazed 
but delighted to find in Roget’s 
Thesaurus that an alternate for the 
word bitch when referring to a 
woman is, you guessed it, Jane. 
With this information in hand, I 
again appealed the citation, but to 
no avail. Therefore I had to scrape 
my beloved bumper sticker. 
However it shall soon be replaced 
with one of General Guy Russo’s 
“I’m not Fonda Hanoi Jane” 
stickers. This lesson has proven to 
me that we all must join the fight 
against the tyrants that wish to 
suppress us. 

Mark S. Kmetz 

Spring Valley, California 


R ewriting 
history... 

Sirs: 

SOF politics is what creates 
governments like the ones in 
Nicaragua today, or in Angola. If the 
right wing in the United States had 
been half as concerned about 
freedom and democracy during the 
years of the Somoza dictatorship, 
the Sandinistas would not be in 
power today. Incidentally, Carter did 
not back the Sandinistas; he aided 
Somoza up to the last moment, and 
the aid which some people claim 
Carter sent to the Sandinistas was 
actually aid to the private sector, and 
tended to benefit the opponents of 
the FSLN. 

With this in mind, it can even be 
said that SOF politics are the best 
assistance the Marxists could 
possibly receive, since those politics 
reinforce the notion that the United 
States is against social change, while 
the Soviets will back it. If I were 
head of the KGB, I would see to it 
that SOF received large sums of 
money and the best advice I could 
provide. With friends like the 
Somozas ... we don’t need 
enemies. 

James White 
Windham, Connecticut 

Wow! Where to start. In general , 
the right wing probably did prefer 
Somoza s regime on the oft quoted 
recommendation of Harry Truman 
that *He (Somoza) is an SOB but 
he's our SOB. " Some Nicaraguans 
have learned that lesson as well. The 
contra army is the single largest 
guerrilla insurgency in the Western 
hemisphere today and as much as 
anything that is a result of the 
FSLN’s mismanagement of 
Nicaragua's economy and their 


hobnailing of human and civil rights. 
While Somoza was a dictator par 
excellence, he tended toward 
selective repression, while the 
current dictators in Managua are so 
vicious in their pursuit of 
totalitarianism that even bona fide 
FSLN war heroes like Eden 
u Commandante Zero" Pastora took 
up arms as contras. 

We know of no evidence 
whatsoever to support the 
contention that President Carter 
supported Somoza. Carter did make 
futile attempts to save the 
democratic system in Nicaragua, to 
ensure that the moderates had some 
role in the post-Somoza government 
and that the National Guard would 
continue to exist. But the Carter 
administration cut off all aid, 
economic and military, to Nicaragua 
in early 1979, and diplomatic 
pressure put on Israel by the Carter 
Administration in May of that year 
turned back in mid-ocean a freighter 
carrying desperately needed 
ammuniton . Carter's ambassador 
Lawrence Pezzullo even demanded 
Somoza’s resignation and at one 
point tried to barter with the FSLN 
for a more moderate post-Somoza 
government. In September 1979, 
Carter asked for $75 million in aid 
for Nicaragua — including $25 
million for training Sandinista 
soldiers — and the aid bill passed in 
June 1980. 

By then the FSLN — according to 
Pastora and other FSLN leaders 
who have broken with the 
movement — had already taken the 
country into the Soviet camp. The 
FSLN increased censorship, armed 
communist guerrillas in El Salvador, 
recruited would-be guerrillas in 
Honduras for training in Cuba, 
prohibited political opposition rallies, 
repressed Indians and Black Creoles 
on the Atlantic coast and murdered 
labor leaders throughout Nicaragua. 

The contras and the current war 
in Nicaragua were a result of the 
FSLN actions in 1980. 

SOF wishes you luck in your 
desire to head the KGB and 
anticipates happy days if Gorby 
gives you the job. 


LETTERS 

Your input has made FLAK 
one of SOF’s most popular 
columns. Write and tell us your 
opinion of SOF or any subject 
you consider worth our readers’ 
attention. We reserve the right 
to edit for content and brevity. 
Send letters to FLAK, c/o SOF, 
PO Box 693, Boulder, CO 
80306. ^ 
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The Minuteman Model 434 Full 
Auto* Now Free. 

The unique, classic design of the Minuteman 
Full Auto traces its history to Germany, where it 
was first seen in 1895. Hand longed of European 
steel and Mexican Rosewood, ihc precise full- 
aufe action snaps oui a dip point blade of 
polished and beveled 44tf slain less steel. Over 
fl” of serious knife. 

Normally S29S5 Now yours FREE with 
any of the above! 


Gentlemen, please RUSH the following: 
(check proper boxes) 


□Model 
Qty._ 


108 


□Model M970 CModel310 

_ Qty- Qty- 

□Model AC92 □Model 120 

Qty_ Qty.- 

□Yes, please also rush my FREE Full Auto Model r 
434 Minuteman. 

Add SI.50 Per Kit Shipping and Handling 
GCheck or Money order Enclosed f 

□MasterCard «*---- Exp. Date_ 

□Visa Card ® - Exp. Date_ 

NAME__ 

ADDRESS_ _ 

CITY—- _ 


I Certify That I Am Over 16 Years of Age. 
Signature ■ 


Foreign Defense Contractors must send 
End User Certification. 


SF12J 


Model AC-92 Full Auto* "Never Again 11 

Sleek, gleaming, all steel construction. Front opening. Touch of 
the button propels e ready, willing, and able surgtcel sharp 
blade of 440 stainless steel. Nearly nine inches long, this fu!l 
metal jacket is built for e lifetime of rugged use. 

On sale now thru December only .....$29.95 


Model 310 Full Auto* Gravity Knife 

The original 8’* all-steel design. Own the famous knife first 
developed by Amerlcen O.S.S. Intelligence. Sleek, swift, and 
deedly. Press the release, flick the wrist — the surgical steel 
blade sneps ready. Sold in kit form only. 

Preview price thru December only .. $24.95 


Model *120 Full Auto* The Sicilian 

Beautifully Handcrafted in Italy, the classic lines of the Model 
120 have earned a reputation from the hills of Corsica to the 
asphalt jungles of New York. This truly collectible knife features 
Swiss steel guards, full brass linen, deep-swirl pearlescent 
grips. Touch the button and out arcs a flashing, sleek blade of 
heavy gauge razor sharp Chromex steel. 

Supplies guaranteed only thru March ' 69 . $49.95 


*Attn. collector and Sportsmen: Though legal in parts form, in certain areas the 
completion ot these kits may violate certain laws. Please check your area before 
ordering or assembling, as compliance with any such law is the purchaser's 
responsibility. 






rsr 

rflu* * 


Model 310 
Full Aura 


GET IT NOW 
\ ...FREE 


4| J 

i Model -120 

- .life* full Au1o‘ 


Buy any one of these 
FULLY AUTOMATIC 
world class knives 
and get the Model 
^434 Full Auto* 
Minuteman 
ABSOLUTELY FREE. 


Swift, Silent, and 


Ready Wh&n You Are 


Genuine, 

Automatic And 
Completely Finished 

» Said In Le^sl Kit Form* 


Model *108 
Full Auto* 

Lock and Load tbs mosi papular 
automatic in EhH world! Q.D. cavern and 
f un .me I si Ma sk caps conceal a razor honed _ 

Lladeof miapr p*HSb*d steal which snifkfc Eng-tanHy 

in or out al your conwnDrtES, B'T 

$TSM&$ On sale thru December only .,...,$14.95 

* ■ 

Model M-970 Full Auto* Special Forces 

Heavy duty and built to stay that way, the M-970 utilizes a cam- 
spring activator within its large contoured grip. Touch the 
button and it delivers a finely honed blade of mil-spec stainless 
steel. Instantly retractable. A full 9 inches. 

On sale now thru December only ............... $19-95 


THE EDGE COMPANY 

P.O, BOX 326 
BRATTLEBORO, VT05301 

TO ORDER 
CALL TOLL-FREE 

1S00-445-1021 


OR SEND TO: 


F.O. 


THE EDGE COMPANY 
BOX 826, BRATTIEBORO, 
05301 

1*800 445 1021 


VT 


EDGE COMPANY KNIVES ARE GUARANTEED FOR LIFE 

Also Free/ The Now 7989 Edge Company Catol€>g...123 Incrodlblo knives In blaxlng colon Call Toll Free 1-800-443-1021 
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Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 

Ghosts of Gunrunners Past 


^)lNCE the mid-19th century, every 
merchant of death from the infamous 
Sir Basil Zaharoff to Du Pont has ped¬ 
dled his wares in every Spanish¬ 
speaking fiefdom on the North and 
South American continents. It’s been a 
lucrative 150 years, as most Latin mili¬ 
tary potentates have always preferred 
fusiles (rifles) to frijoles (beans). Hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of Mauser bolt- 
action rifles have been emblazoned 
with every crest from Chile to Mexico. 

El Salvador is no exception, and I 
recently examined an assemblage of 
esoteric machine guns that would put 
any rattle gun collector or historian into 
a cold sweat. Rusting away in a musty 
storage room of the Museo National in 
San Salvador lies a most intriguing pile 
of small arms history. Unfortunately, 
all of their reciprocating components 
have been removed to preclude use by 
the communist terrorists who plague 
that tortured nation. 

First to catch my attention was an 
impressive Italian aircraft machine gun 
marked 4 ‘MITRAGLIATRICEISOTTA 
FRASCHM, chiusura Brevetto Scotti, 
CAL 7.7, No. 0158, Milano - 1938 
XVI.” Set in a wing-gun mount, com¬ 
plete with two hydraulic buffers, the 
Italian Scotti, which was made in cali¬ 
bers ranging from 6.5mm to 12.7mm, 
fires from the open-bolt position and 
operates by means of delayed blow- 
back with gas assist. Its rotating bolt 
head is actuated by a gas piston. When 
the bullet passes the barrel’s gas port, a 
carefully metered amount of gas, 
which is used for unlocking only, is 
bled into a cylinder that houses the 
piston. Unlocking requires little ener¬ 
gy, as the bolt’s locking lugs are in¬ 
clined at a 60-degree angle. Scotti- 
designed machine guns were mainly 
produced by the Isotta-Fraschini Com¬ 
pany and were only used to a limited 
extent by the Italian Air Force through¬ 
out World War II. In the Italian man¬ 
ner, cartridge cases are lubricated prior 

Colt “potato digger” was a John 
Moses Browning invention. Its odd 
loading lever swept such a wide arc 
under the barrel that it precluded 
firing from the prone position. 
Sensitive to dust and overly 
complex, it was subject to frequent 
stoppages and mediocre accuracy. 



to chambering. This is an abomination 
on a battlefield device, as it serves only 
to sludge up the system in high dust 
environments. No revolutionary de¬ 
sign features here, and a marginally 
reliable weapon. 

Far more interesting was the Dame 
aircraft machine gun, represented by a 
specimen marked “DARNE 1926, 
T.1551 G. t cal. 7mm”. Invented by 
Regis Dame and his son, Pierre, it was 
introduced during World War I and 
manufactured in great secrecy. After 
the war, it was issued to French units in 
Africa and sold to several Balkan coun¬ 
tries. In 1932, it passed a rigorous cold 
weather test at an altitude of 25,000 
feet above sea level and a temperature 
of zero degrees Fahrenheit. 

The Darne is gas operated, with no 
regulator and a very short recoil stroke. 
It can be fed (from the right or left by 
rearrangement of its feed mechanism) 
by either cloth belts or metallic strips. 
The aviation model had an abnormally 
high cyclic rate (1,700 rpm, which is a 
desirable feature for this application) 
and a synchronizing device to control 
firing through an aircraft propeller. 

The gas piston itself raises the rear 
section of the bolt into a recess in the 
receiver to accomplish locking. After 
the bolt has been raised into battery, 
the piston, which holds the firing pin, 
continues forward until the firing pin 
protrudes through the opening in the 
bolt face to strike the primer. During 
the recoil cycle, a cam on the piston 

Hotchkiss Model 1914 was an ugly 
war-horse of unquestioned 
reliability. It can be instantly 
recognized by the five large radial 
cooling fins over the chamber end of 
the barrel. Its only drawback was its 
method of feed: 24- or 30-round 
metallic trays. 



contacts the bolt and drives it down¬ 
ward, out of its locking recess. 

The Dame’s feed mechanism is 
quite unusual. Two claws on the gas 
piston withdraw the incoming cartridge 
from the feedway after it has been 
pushed from its link by an odd device 
that drives the round smartly rearward 
by pushing with great force on the bul¬ 
let’s nose. All the important feed func¬ 
tions occur during the piston’s recoil 
stroke, when there is a surplus of ener¬ 
gy. There is little chance for a short 
cycle in this system. 

Marketed at the attractive price of 
only $28, 11,000 were sold between 
1918 and 1931 — the majority being 
manufactured by Unceta in Spain. 
Cheaply made on outmoded machin¬ 
ery and crudely finished, the Darne 
was a reliable design, but as manufac¬ 
tured, not a durable weapon. 

Most of the machine guns in the mu¬ 
seum’s collection are infantry ground- 
types. There is the usual assortment of 
Lewis Guns, Maxims, Vickers guns, 
ZB26s and even a Colt-Browning MG- 
40 (export version of the Aircraft AN- 
M2 flexible with spade grips). 

Interesting, but not exceptionally rare, 
is an unusually excellent specimen of 
the Colt Model 1895 in caliber 
7x57mm, complete with its original tri¬ 
pod. Invented by John Moses Brown¬ 
ing, its peculiar gas piston is attached to 
the end of the loading lever, which ro¬ 
tates downward and away from the gun 
with each round, earning it the sobri- 

Swiss Model KE7 LMG was 
purchased in quantity only by China. 
Developed during the late 1930s, it 
was recoil-operated and weighed 
only 17 1 /* pounds, but was 
uncontrollable in burst fire and 
bottom fed by a magazine of only 
20-round capacity. 
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World’s Largest Survival 
Knife 

“The Big One” 

This is the Knife you've been 
waiting for! Made tough, it 
features a big 10 inch 420 
stainless steel blade. Sports- 
men, hunters, fishermen, 
and campers will find 
‘The Big One” can take 
it no matter how tough 
the task. If s more than 
just a knife. Features: 

• 5" watertight black 
aluminum hollow 

handle. m 

• Screw on/off Iiq- 
uid filled compass. 

• Rugged black 
leather sheath 
with sharp- 


... [ ’’Little Black Box” S| 

* 1 Amazing device automatically 

starts your recorder whenever the 

I telephone is picked up and stops re- Tear < 

corder when phone is hung up! At- Gun 
New LS45 Lasersight taches anywhere along the line. 

The LS45 projects a highly visible Plugs into any recorder. Creates no Eight she 
beam of concentrated laser light interference or noise on the line, six shot 
onto the target. By simply adjust- Miniature - I"x2"x2 ,r . Warning: cartridges 
ing windage and elevation the'dot Not to be used for surveillance! pull the t 
will match the point of impact. Can #310101 Alligator Clip construct 

be seen at night at up to 500 yards. #310102 Modular Hookup tion. Che< 

Built to stringent milspecs - in use Please Specify! $29.95 holster, te 

by military and police special 8-Shot 

units. Compact -7 1/2”x I 3/8"x2". New 10-Hour Recorder is the #260110 
Weighs less than 8 oz. Universal ideal companion for "Little Black #260120 
base fits Weaver and other Box”. Modified to record or play 6-Shot 
dovetails. Full 12 month warranty, voices for a full 10 hrs...5 hrs each #260510 
#310002 $429.95 side. Built-in condenser mike, auto #260520 

- shut-off at end of tape; tape in- — 

eluded. Runs on batteries or AC. 

h #310200 $159.95 


Iff « * Survival 
Hpk^ kit inside 
^ handle fea- 
tures wire 
w saw, matches, 

§ needles, nylon 

r line, fishhooks, 
and sinkers. 

#17718 $24.95 


New CCL * \ 

338 Auto jlraH 

Patterned after 
the popular P-38 

auto. Looks and feels like the real 
thing! Fires an entire magazine of 
BB’s - 20 rounds as quickly as you 
can squeeze the trigger. 80 shots 
per CO cartridge. Fires .177 cal. 
BB's at 350-400 fps. 

#464338 $39.95 


"Ninja" W) 

Pistol Crossbow 
New hand-held crossbow is com¬ 
pact, silent and deadly. Powerful 
40 lb. draw. Micro-adjustable 
sights. Aluminum body, contoured 
pistol grips. 11-1/4" overall. 
Comes with 3 - 6" bolts. 

#214005 $49.95 


"The Black Book of Dirty 
Tricks" 

"Improvised Munitions Hand¬ 
book , the most sought after 
here-to-fore impossible to ob¬ 
tain Army Manual. Includes 
revealing chapters on; Mines & 
Grenades, Small Arms Weap¬ 
ons & Ammo, Mortars & Rock¬ 
ets, Incendiary Devices, Fuses, 
Ignition & Delay Mechanisms. 
Tells how to make Rocket 
Launchers, Pistols, Shotguns 
and Recoilless Rifles from easy 
to obtain materials and more! 
#BB $10.00 


Phaser 

The safest personal defense prod¬ 
uct available. Ultra-high emission 
fire extinguisher valve shoots tear 
gas at distances up to 20 feet. 
Renders assailant instantly help¬ 
less, causing extreme burning to 
eyes, nose and throat. Will not 
cause permanent injury. 

#261200 Police Phaser $19.95 
#261201 Mini Phaser $14.95 


Grenades 


Mini-Nuck 


Look and feel like the real thing but 
completely harmless. Full weight 
with detachable lever and pin. 
Three styles - Pineapple WW II 
(0), Egg Vietnam issue (1), or 
Baseball Current issue (2). 

#1721 G() $9.95 ea. 


New "Big Daddy" 
80KV Zapper 


Automatic. Fires 
illMIHfftHffffm# 20 rounds as fast as you can 
pull the trigger! Authentic SMG styling. 
20-shot magazine. Folding stock, adjust¬ 
able sling. Solid steel smoothbore barrel. 
80 shots per CO, cartridge. Fires .177 BB’s at 
350-440 fps. Weighs 2 lbs. 3 oz. Length:' Closed 16 1/2", Open 25". 
#464407 Z-77 Automatic $49.95 


BB’s 
and C0 2 
Available 


Number 


Description/Size/Color 


Price 


Subtotal 

Shipping $4.50 

Tax _ 

Total 


Charge my: 

□ Visa □ MasterCard □ Amex 

Phone # _ 

Expiration Date_ 


Mega-Dart 

The Super Powered Dart Gun. 
Drives a wire dart thru 1/2" plywood! 
J Hard-hitting accuracy up to 50 yards and 

more! Velocity exceeds 720 fps. Bolt action loading- 
fast and easy for repeat shooting. Easy to use-just pull back the 
power handle and fire. Includes a shoulder stock for stability and 
accuracy. Uses.40 caliber darts. Si lent and deadly 1 Comes with 10 darts. Length with 
stock 40". Accessories available! Call for information. 

#461100 MX-7 Mega-Dart Rifle $69.95 




Brand new! 80,000 volts of stop¬ 
ping power. Compact 
6.9"x2.4"xl.7". Tough black ABS 
construction with belt clip. Easy 
on/off rocker switch. The effects 
are devastating - causes extreme 
pain, muscle spasms, loss of bal¬ 
ance, dazed condition. Will immo- 


C red it Card Number 


bilize any attacker no matter what 
his size for up to 20 minutes. No 
permanent damage and no way to 
injure yourself. Uses 9 volt ni-cad 
battery. Weighs 8 ounces. 

#310805 $7935 $69.95 

Battery & Charger 
#310801 $19.95 

Mini Zapper - 45,000 volts. 

Size: 4.I ,, x2.3 ,, xl.3". 

#310802 $5935 $49.95 


Ordering Information 

By mail: Use coupon or separate sheet. Include check, 
money order or credit card information. 

By phone; Call 1-312-697-0222 for fast delivery. Have 
all credit card and product information ready. Hours 9 
AM to 5 PM CST Monday-Friday. COD charge is $5.00 
Satisfaction Guaranteed! 


Name. 



State_ Zip_ Dept. SF-10 

Supply Depot does not warrant that you may legally purchase, possess or 


■ carry air guns,stun guns, dart guns, etc. By ordering you acknowledge that ■ 
^^>u are an adult and there are no legal restrictions to purchasing. 
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quet, “potato digger.” Air-cooled with 
distinctive radial cooling fins around the 
barrel and featuring a simple feed 
mechanism, it was the world’s first suc¬ 
cessful gas-operated machine gun. 

Browning’s Model 1895 was an in¬ 
genious and compact design, but be¬ 
cause of the wide arc of its gas- 
actuated loading lever it could not be 
fired from the prone postion. Fur¬ 
thermore, it was debris-sensitive and 
subject to continual stoppages, con¬ 
tained too many parts and springs 
and was capable of only mediocre 
accuracy as consequence of exces¬ 
sive barrel vibration. Colt manufac¬ 
tured no more than 1,500 during 
World War 1 before it was completely 
replaced by the vastly superior re¬ 


coil-operated M1917 water-cooled 
machine gun (another Browning de¬ 
sign). 

Historically more significant, the 
Hotchkiss Model 1914 machine gun 1 
examined was complete with its Affut- 
Trepied Modele 1916 mount and was 
chambered for the 7x57mm cartridge. 
Competing with the Browning and 
Maxim recoil-operated systems, it was 
the first reliable gas-operated machine 
gun to hit tjie arms market. Invented 
by a Czech inventor named Odkolek, 
the design was purchased by Hotch¬ 
kiss & Cie and refined by the Amer¬ 
ican, Laurence Benet. It first appeared 
in 1895 and was adopted by the 
French Army in 1897. 


Its gas-operated mechanism was 
locked by a pivoting flap which se¬ 
cured the bolt to the barrel until gas 
pressure drove the reciprocating parts 
rearward. This ugly beast was air¬ 
cooled and employed five large radial 
cooling fins at the chamber end of the 
barrel. The Model 1914 was no more 
than a slightly modified version of the 
original Model 1897. Its principal 
drawback was the method of feed, 
which was either 24- or 30-round 
metallic strips or 249-round articulated 
belts composed of three-round hinged 
metallic strips. 

Although heavy (52 pounds, emp¬ 
ty), the Hotchkiss was undeniably reli¬ 
able. In the spring of 1916, during the 
defense of Verdun, a pair of Hotchkiss 
machine guns held their position for 10 
days and nights and fired a total of 
more than 150,000 rounds of 
ammunition. 

An even more unusual variant of the 
Hotchkiss system that I discovered at 
the museum was the rare Modele 1924 
Light Machine Gun, lacking only its 
bipod and flash suppressor. This speci¬ 
men was also chambered for the 
7x57mm round. Developed in 1892, 
the 7x57mm cartridge owes its popu¬ 
larity in Latin America to its adoption 
by the Spanish army in the Model 
1893 Mauser bolt-action rifle. 

Gas operated and locked by the 
usual Hotchkiss tilting flap, the Modele 
1924 LMG incorporated a rate- 
reducing mechanism in a housing in 
front of the trigger and weighed only 
21 pounds empty. Although some 
were made for use with top-mounted 
box magazines, this one was designed 
for the standard Hotchkiss metallic 
strip. Never a success, 5,000 were ac¬ 
quired by the Greek army in 6.5mm. 
The only recorded 7x57mm examples 
were purchased by Brazil and the 
Dominican Republic. 

Even less successful a venture was 
the Swiss SIG Maschinengewehr 
Modell KE7 LMG. With the receiver 
marked “Societe Industrielle Suisse 
Neuhausen,” this one was missing its 
buttstock monopod and bottom-fed 
magazine, but was again chambered 
for the 7x57mm cartridge. Designed 
by the Swiss Ende and Hungarian 
Kiraly during the late 1930s, the KE7 
was an attempt to manufacture an 
LMG at a reasonable price. Never 
adopted by the Swiss Army, it was 
purchased in quantity only by China. 

Recoil operated and firing from the 
open-bolt position, it weighed only 
17V4 pounds and was no easier to con¬ 
trol in burst fire than was the Johnson 
M1941 LMG, which used the same 
operating principle. As it was bottom 
fed, the magazine held only 20 rounds 
— the same defect that limited the 

Continued on page 93 



Higher TEC. 


At two-thirds the weight (and price) 
of an Uzi, the TEC-9 series clearly 
stands out among high capacity 9mm 
assault-type pistols. 

Ounce for ounce they deliver more 
gutsy performance and reliability than 
any other gun on the market. 

TEC-9's are built tough for rugged 
weather and terrain. And theyrebuilt 
comfortable with an ergonomically 
designed grip and frame. 36 rounds of 
firepower make them ideal for self- 
defense or recreation. Simple, two- 
step disassembly for easy cleaning 
makes them convenient. 

In Standard or Mini version, 
blued or stainless steel, the TEC-9’s 

.. (Intratec) makes a gun that 
doesn *t cost an arm ana a leg, yet func¬ 
tions with impeccable reliability. ” 

—Jerry Ahem, 

Petersen s Handguns 


offer rugged, reliable, affordable 
technology. 

Higher TEC. 

See the TEC-9 Series at your dealer 
today. 



Ask about our hot new TEC-22 Scorpion. 


ffigllMTH ATEC 


12405 S.W. 130th St. 
Miami, Florida 33186 
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You don’t have to be in the 
^service to appreciate a good boot, 
Bh^.But it helps. 

■j^Thirty-mile forced 
'wf^]3|Kj^ ma:rc hes, maneuvers 

EVA midsoles jn A1 a oJr rt it J c 

Vibram*outsole $%Bk m U & 

SUBiSSlSk i familiar territory 

be resoled some day. TO tO 3. Company j 

that began outfitting loggers and f 
trappers 54 years ago. 

So we weren’t surprised '■ 
to hear a while back that some \ 
lieutenants from Fort Lewis were 
buying our boots and dyeing them. *. j 
“Why don’t you make i 
these in black?’’they asked. 


Our 1000 denier Cordura* nylon insets have ten times the 
tensile strength of leather. And less than half the weight. 

That sounded like an order 
to us, so we had our full-grain 

leather tanned 
ffijBflHf black inside and 
JSMyg*. out (that way it 
ggglHr doesn’t show 
white at the 

Oneprcfigble^^KF SCUDIS), CUt it 

said oilr Thimuiale insulation jnr.hno foil at* 
um so good he couldn't tell his lULIlco uUicl 

boots um empire. ^ the top (SO yOU 

can tuck your pants in), and added 
D-rings (for dress wear). 

And now we’re even taking 
or ders fro m raw recruits. All over 
the country. 

But you’re not 
g% J the only people who 
work with your feet. 
Think of the police, 
y "i Firefighters. 

Letter carriers. 

We were We did, and 

ones who invented waterproof „ T _ 

Gore-lkx™ liner seven years ago. W6 I10W OIIGr 

the full range of service footwear, j 
including the only walking shoes 


with components proportioned to to do it in. Because chances are it’s not 

size. And with heel wedges designed . ;i . your feet that are killing 
to disperse shock. |8|I|| you. Chances are it’s the 

No matter what you BMffj other way around. ^ 


Call us for a 
free brochure or 
the name of your nearest 
Danner clealer. 

A 1-800-345-0430. 
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IN REVIEW 



ENTER THE DRAGON. China s 
Undeclared War Against the U.S. 
in Korea, 1950-1951. By Russell 
Spurr. Newmarket Press, Dept. 
SOF, 18 East 48th St., New York, 
NY. 10017. Hardcover. $22.95. 
Review by Jim Graves. 

PURR’S remarkable book con¬ 
cept — to write a history of the Korean 
war from the Chinese side — is bril¬ 
liantly executed thanks to the current 
friendly climate between the United 
States and China. With China open, 
Spurr was able to locate enough 
Chinese generals, officers and privates 
to write a book every serious student of 
the Korean war should buy. 

He tells the story through the re¬ 
membrances of Captain Lao Kong- 
cheng, (commander of a hit-and-run 
platoon, known as the Sharp Swords), 
Colonel Yang Shxian (a battalion com¬ 
mander with the 39th Field Army), Jia 
Peixing (an 18-year-old runner with 
the 40th), Colonel Wong Lichan (a 
military adviser with the North Ko¬ 
reans) and General Peng Dehuai 
(commander of the Chinese Peoples’ 
Volunteers in Korea). 

He begins by debunking commonly 
held perceptions about China’s role in 
the Korean War. 

One, the Chinese had no idea the 
North Koreans were going to invade 
the south. They considered Korea to 
be in the Soviet sphere of influence, 
and neither the Soviets nor the North 
Koreans bothered to give them ad¬ 
vance warning. When the North Korean 
invasion kicked off, the only Chinese 
military attache in Korea was Colonel 
Lichan. The generally accepted version 
in the West is that China, the Soviet 
Union and North Korea acted in con¬ 
cert Spurr argues convincingly that this 
was not the case at all. 

Two, Mao Zedong was the principal 
force behind China’s decision to inter¬ 
vene. Spurr implies that Mao’s deci¬ 
sion was based on the need to find 
something for his 5.2 million-man 
army to do. Mao appears to have been 
seriously concerned about the impact 
released soldiers, especially the 2.5 
million Nationalist prisoners who had 
been absorbed into the PLA, would 
have on the Chinese economy. A cer¬ 
tain amount of hubris and reasonable 
fears about the survival of what he per¬ 
ceived to be an important buffer state 
(albeit a Soviet client) when General 
Douglas MacArthur’s forces started 
closing in on China’s Yalu River bor¬ 
der, also appear to have played a role 
in Mao’s decision to enter the war. 

Three, General Peng Dehuai, the 
Chinese commander, and his peers 
were less than ecstatic about Mao’s 
decision to go into Korea. General 
Peng felt the Chinese army was too 


poorly supplied with modern arms, 
ammunition, armor, artillery, aircraft 
and vehicles to drive the United States 
completely out of Korea. He correctly 
foresaw that as the Chinese drove 
south from the Yalu they would even¬ 
tually become incapable of sustaining 
an offensive —just as General MacAr- 
thur became incapable of sustaining 
his drive to the Yalu. 

What General Peng did have was 
people — six Chinese field armies of 
30,000 infantry each were available 
for the first strike—so he decided to hit 
the Americans in overwhelming 
strength to blunt their drive to the Yalu 
and then back off in hopes the Amer¬ 
icans would get the message and stay 
away from China’s border. They did not 



Peng’s divisions began moving 
south on 14 October. South Korean 
(ROK) forces took the first Chinese 
prisoner on 25 October, and by the 
29th they had 10 more. Military intelli¬ 
gence in Tokyo discounted the possi¬ 
bility the Chinese had entered Korea in 
force even when the prisoner count 
reached 55, and the captives claimed 
they were assigned to no fewer than six 
separate Chinese armies. 

On 1 November, two Chinese field 
armies (60,000 men) smashed 
through ROK forces east of Unsan. 
The entire 39th Field Army — with 
bugles blowing, whistles trilling and 
gongs banging, causing one GI to 
gasp, “My God, it’s a Chinese funeral” 
— struck and destroyed the 8th Reg¬ 
iment of the 1st Cavalry. By 5 Novem¬ 
ber units of the U.S. 8th Army through¬ 
out North Korea were under attack. 
But on 6 November, Peng’s divisions 
broke off the attacks and faded back 


into the hills. That persuaded U.S. milit¬ 
ary intelligence in Tokyo — now con¬ 
vinced there really were Chinese sol¬ 
diers in Korea—that the 8th Army in the 
northwest and the U.S. X Corps on the 
east coast could drive the Chinese back. 

Peng’s soldiers—reinforced with an 
additional 120,000 infantry — came 
out of the mountains on 25 November, 
and smashed ROK and U.S. Army 
forces in the northwest, triggering 
“The Great Bug Out,” the ensuing 
275-mile retreat of the 8th Army from 
the Yalu to south of Seoul. Across the 
central spine of mountains that effec¬ 
tively divided Korea into two theaters, 
Dehuai’s 120,000-man 9th Army — at 
horrible cost — drove the indepen¬ 
dently commanded U.S. X Corps back 
from the Chosin Reservoir to its ships. 

Peng’s losses to the Marines in the 
east — 40,000 killed in combat or 
frozen to death and the remaining 
80,000 in too poor a condition for fu¬ 
ture offensive operations — led to a 
stormy conference in Peking between 
Dehuai and Mao Zedong. Dehuai liter¬ 
ally stormed in from the Korean front, 
dragged Mao out of bed and demand¬ 
ed Mao get the Soviets off their back¬ 
sides and supply his armies with equip¬ 
ment, clothing and logistics. Peng’s sol¬ 
diers were inadequately clothed — 
some were in tropical uniforms — and 
all had canvas footgear. Arms were often 
outdated World War II junk taken from 
the Japanese, and ammunition was 
scarce. Food was almost nonexistent 

Soviet supplies did eventually reach 
Peng’s forces, but way too late. Gener¬ 
al Matthew B. Ridgeway halted Peng’s 
offensive just south of Seoul by Janu¬ 
ary 1951, and the war turned into a 
stalemate. 

As innovative as Spurr’s recounting 
of the Chinese perception of the strategy 
of the Korean war is, it is at the soldier 
level that his book becomes fascinating. 

The average Chinese soldier 
appears to have been not much differ¬ 
ent than his American counterpart. 
Staying dry and warm, getting some 
sleep and something to eat were the 
priorities. A hot bath was a sybaritic 
luxury. And utter befuddlement was the 
frequent outcome when Chinese troops 
came into contact with Americans. 

The Chinese saw the Americans as 
too road-bound but envied their 
weapons, vehicles, massive firepower 
and aircraft. As for food, Captain Lao’s 
political officer, dividing up captured 

Continued on page 93 
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GROUND ZERO 


PURSUIT WEAPONS, ACCESSORIES, AND COMPLETE 
SURVIVAL GEAR 


SWAT, SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT CLOTHING, 
EQUIPMENT AND ACCESSORIES 

Gl Desert Goggles_ 13.00 

Gargoyles Eye i Armor. Clear.47.95 

Survival Potypro Balaclava. . , 12.00 

- 97.95 

69.00 


AKS-762 Wood Stock w/spike bayonet, 
three 30 round magazine t 
web sling.clearingltit and oil bottle. 

REG.349.SO .' .SPEC 29S 

AKS-762 Side Fold w/three 30 round 
magazine, web sting cleaning kit and 
oil bottle. REG.iSS.95 . . . ' SPEC-' 305 
7.62 x 39mm Match Manufactured In 
China. Copper washed steel casing 
Pecked on lOrd SKS st.pper dips. 

a5?JAU w : 


ary Strobe Light 

hoot Co<loO 1 . 


73’,ca mo, blk. reg. 9 6.95 .spec. 66.50 

r Tylon Flexible Cuffs (10).. . . 7.00 

BDU Swat Shirt Jacket. 4 pocket. 

blk, urban khaki, gry.;.24.95 

Trau-Medic Wound Dressing ..3.95 

Mini Mag Lite AA. . 12.95 

S50 Survival Cord 100'.. 7.94 

Pelican Swaliite 25,000 Peak Candle 
Power, tor military a Law 

Enforcement btk . 49.95 

lacteal Gear Belt Pouch. .16.50 

EMT Rescue Shears. .. _L 7.SO 

Squad Suit Coveralls Blk p 

ID oz Poly cotton __49.95 

Stomeaf Waterproof Tablet.3.99 

Ranger Rubber Retainers.2.99 

Leatherman Pocket Tool ..'39.00 

Maglile 4-D Cell.32.00 

Maglile Holder. ... 6.95 

Assault Rescue Belt. 24.50 

1 Assault Systems Advanced 

Military Belt ..159.50 

Assault Systems Holsters_ 24.50 and up 

Hl-Tec Hash Bang Mag Pouch . .,.,. 34150 

Hi-Tac FB Shotgun Shell.34.50 

1 Eagle SAS Flash Bang Pouch ...44.00 

Eagle SAS Mag Pcuch. 44.00 

Bianchl 4 Mag Pouch. 16.00 

Nome* Flight. Gloves. 34.50 

Easy Talk FM Transceiver.28.50 

Camo ,7mm Accessory Cord. 18.50 

SWAT BDU Pant 6 pockets Black Urban 

Camo or Grey ... . .... 34.95 

X-Shock'SOOM Watch.44.95 

BOM 3-Way Pouch.4.00 

Spyderco i Police Knite. .. 63.95 

Trouser Blouser Bands.Pr.t.15 

Danner TAC Team Bools Black 8" 

High Goretex Inner* reg 119.93 

<no cn 


ASSAULT! 

5Y5TEIU5 


Flight Bag Carry-on airline size.Camo.Btk 44.5B 
Mini flight Bag Camo.Blli..37.M 

Assault Rifle Case 4S”,Camo,Blk 50 

Assault Rifle Case 41”,Camo,Blk 7T.5C 


Double or Single Harness, 

Horizontal or Vertlcte 

Holsters, and Mag Pouches,)to fit any gun, call 


Assault Rifle Case 33’\Camo!Bllt 
Assault Ride'Case 28”,Camo r Blk 


SOG Vietnam 5th Special Forces 
Group Knife w/case, reg 199.93 


Cold Steel 'Bowie Knife" OAL 14'.^ 
w/Seabdard (Trailmasterj, 
reg t74.95 special LTD Time ~25.SE 


Genuine M 9 New Army Issue Bayonet 
w/Scabboard used on M16-AR15 
Rille. req 159.95 .special' 119.95 


Did Steel "Tanto" Knives 
.Three sixes mini 4 1/4 b,aoe 
Standard 6' blade 
Magrum 8 3/4 biade . . . 


"Original Pattern " Tiger Stripe 
lolbes (still in usef 
Jungle Eooiue Hat, vents 
i Or draw string . 

Jacket, 2 Cargo chest pocket, xs-xt 
Parts, 6 Pockets desicn xs-xt,... . 
Short UDT/Seal Swim short green 
blue. 


Isseriight LS-1S Laser Aiming System, 
Sugested List 449.95 


Trf Bum allows a 3-rcund burst 
from your AR-15 iavailttlr 
soon lor most assault rlflee). 


CCS Nighthawk. The world first pocket 
right vision works with 
binoculars, camera, or telescope, 
weight 4,H grams S39 


Watch Olficial Issue MSL-W-46374C. 

reg 44.95 ,.special S8.M 

M-65 NEW Genuine Army issue Field 
Jacket O D Woodland BLK 

tiger.reg 59.95 .special 49.99 

Genuine Jungle Boots w/Panama Soles. 

ten 49.95 .. special 39.M 

Genuine Army/Alrtorce Issue MA-1 
Avail on Jacket. Sage Green 
oi Blacklw/ Oranqe Inside Liner. 49.93 
Alice Vest Woodland. Camo or Black 

reo 69.05 .special 19.99 


Danner "C.Fott Lewis Go Devils" Boots 
Gore Tex Isyab 

reg 149 95777..Special 12 


Fu .ilinnilcii I St 4?[ t) r 

Send S3.00 ler 1908 Catalog filled with 1127 Didinstalf 33 t iZTI til.Jii 
unusual High-Tech Items Grip 1 Urn Dmi M MF. ftiJiii Twit 

255 hitiftfi Dr, Ftilua. Mfl. U&i iwir. t;not)M» ziiiio 

MANUFACTURERS, IMPORTERS & WHOLESALERS DIVISION CM ACTION, INC 


Deportment Of ouutory Uroupt eaO toe 
Quonity Discounts 


liscover 


tape incorporates i 
tat effects, grapics. 
























































CALL 

TOU FOB 1-800-234-464? 

Good Quality 50/50 Blend T-Shirts Made in America 


VISA* MASTERCARD * DISCOVER 'CHECK or MONEY ORDER 


Flyer of 34 different designs available upon request. (FREE with each order.) 



G-90 God, Guns and Guts 
G-84 Waste ’Em All 
G-89 Death Is Certain 


G-88 Fear No Evil 
G-85 America, Love It... 
G-86 Live Free Or Die 


G-93 Terrorists Are Sick 
G-91 Have Gun Will Travel 
G-94 The Strong Survive 


G-87 Gun Control Sucks 
G-82 Bad To The Bone 
G-92 Brave Men Only... 


Quantity 

Shirt # 

Size 

Amount 

















T-shirts available in Sub Total 

S, M, L, XL. Out of *-) each postaqe 
country orders add £ handli^T 

$ «'- 00- Fa 1 St , & 7.8% Sales Tax 

efficient delivery WA State res . 

assured. C.O.D. 

orders $2 more. Total 



ALL SHIRTS ONLY $9 PLUS $1 POSTAGE 
& HANDLING PER SHIRT. 

To Order, Call: 1-800-234-4647 or send check 
or money order to: SPOKANE INNOVATIONS 
E. 7001 TRENT, SPOKANE, WA 99212 

NAME_ 

ADDRESS _ 

CITY_STATE_ZIP_ 

VISA or MC #_ 

SIGNATURE_ 
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WHMM7 OUTFITTERS OF THE PROFESSIONALS 

/\ SOF EXCHANGE • P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 • Phone 1-800-323-1776 opr. 131. 


BUCKLES • PINS • HATS • PATCHES • CLOTHING • ODDS & ENDS 


BUCKLES 



'rSf 

AAA 


PINS 





#7023 


#7010 SOF Logo Pewter Buckle $8.95 
#7012 SOF Logo Military Buckle Silver $11.95 
#7013 SOF Logo Military Buckle Black $11.95 
#7014 SOF Web Bett Black $3.50 


#7020 SOF Logo Lapel Pin Red $3.50 
#7021 SOF Logo Lapel Pin Silver $5.95 
#7022 SOF Logo Beret Badge Red $7.00 
#7023 SOF Logo Beret Badge Sliver $8.00 
#7024 SOF Logo Beret Badge Black $8.00 
#7043 SOF Logo Lapel Pin Gold $5.95 
#7053 Tyrant Badge $5.95 


#7053 


#1515 SOF Tour Jacket Black (s,m,UI) $49.95 
#1515 SOF Tour Jacket Black (xxl) $51.95 


ypr var var 

AAA 


HATS 



#2001 Beret Maroon (sizes 8Vfc thru T^M) $14.95 
#2004 SOF Black Ball Cap w/scrambled eggs $9.95 
#2010 Field Cap (s,m,l,xl) $21.95 


#7001 SOF Logo Patch Red $2£0 
#7002 SOF Logo Patch - OD $2.50 
#7003 Camo Shield Patch $4.95 
#7060 SOF Magazine Patch $4.95 



ODDS & ENDS 


#7045 


#7070 


SIZE 


AMOUNT 


QTY. 


ITEM NO. 


PATCHES 


SOimmOf FGRTWEM/WME 


jm 


#7051 SOF Tie Navy $12.50 
#5005 SOF Duffle Bag $24.95 
#5007 SOF 6-Pak Cooler $9.95 


SOF EXCHANGE 


Mail to: SOF EXCHANGE, SF 12/88, P.O. Box 687, Boulder CO 80306 
PAYMENT: □ VISA □ MASTERCARD □ CHECK ENCLOSED 


#7070 SOF Logo Mug (12 oz.) $5.95 
#7050 SOF Luggage Tag $4.95 
#7045 SOF Log Zippo Lighter OD $14.95 
#7033 SOF Magazine Binder $7.95 
#7005 SOF Logo Key Ring $525 
#7006 SOF Logo Knife $39.95_ 


#7050 m 
#7005 #7006 


CLOTHING 


CSOF 


#7033 


T-Shirts available in S, M, L, XL. 
XXL available for $1.00 addition¬ 
al. Please Include $1.75 for the 
first Item ordered — include 75* 
for each additional item for post¬ 
age and handling. Overseas 
orders add 30%. Please allow 4-6 
weeks for delivery. 


SUB TOTAL 

Postage & Handling 

3.6% Sales Tax 
(Colo, res) 

TOTAL 


Exp_ 


NAME- 


ADDRESS- 
CITY_ 


. STATE- 


-ZIP- 


We accept telephone orders on MasterCard & VISA — call us toll-free — 
1-800-323-1776, operator 131. For customer service calls, dial (303) 
449-3750. 



















I WAS THERE 

by A1 Starner 

Jumps, Bumps 
and Spaghetti Lumps 


Steely-eyed, our jumpmaster 

raises his hand and shouts commands: 
“Getready ... Stand up . . Hookup 
... Check your equipment ... Stand 
in the door ... Go.” 

I shuffle forward, take proper door 
position and launch my body into space. 

Hold it. Back up. Reverse cameras. 
I’ve seen that stuff in movies before. 
Something is definitely missing. Let’s 
start clear back at base when the jump 
manifest is posted on the bulletin 
board: 

“THE FOLLOWING PERSONNEL 
OF COMPANY C, FIRST AIRBORNE 
BATTLE GROUP 187 WILL EXIT 
FROM AIRCRAFT IN FLIGHT AT 
1400 HOURS ON AUGUST 7, 
1960.” 

I search feverishly for my name, and 
there it is. I feel a slight tightening of my 
sphincter muscle as I climb up to the 
platoon bay. “Hey Souden,” I yell, 
“did you see your name on the jump 
manifest?” 

Souden, a short-timer, sits carefully 
polishing a boot as he prepares for 
guard duty. 

“No man, no way. I’m too short. 
And besides that, I’m current for jump 
pay until I’m discharged.” 

Sadistic pleasure flows through my 
body. “Go look for yourself, dead 
man. The Army is going to discharge 
you in a box.” 

Souden carefully sets both boots 
under his bunk and runs downstairs. 
Soon loud shouting filters up. “You 
will too jump, you skinny little turd, or 
we’ll court-martial you, and you can 
spend the rest of your pathetic life on 
Fort Bragg! Now get out of my orderly 
room!” 

Souden returns and glares at me as 
he sits on his footlocker. He’s really 
pissed. “Hey man,” I say as I smile at 
him, “I didn’t put your name on the 
manifest.” 

Next morning at reveille, First 
Sergeant Karns addresses morning 
formation of Company C. “If your 
name is posted on the jump manifest, 
you will fall out at ten hundred hours 
with full field gear and weapons.” A 
voice behind me says, “Shit, man, I 
thought this would be a Hollywood 
jump.” Another voice says, “You 
heard the man. Full field gear with 
weapons.” 

Karns continues. “After chow, men 
on the manifest will assemble in the 
day room for a jump briefing by Cap¬ 
tain Munn. Fall out.” 

Somehow, greasy eggs didn’t slide 
down too easily on jump day. Coffee 
tasted good though, and I managed to 
wash everything down. 

The day room was crowded and 
noisy as Captain Munn entered. We all 
came to attention before the command 
was given, because Captain Munn had 


that effect on his troops. Captain Munn 
was well over six feet tall, brilliant, and 
one of few black officers in the 82nd 
Airborne Division. 

I looked around at the other jumpers 
and decided that they would probably 
jump into hell for this man, maybe 
even into Texas. We soon had the sa¬ 
lient facts about the parachute drop 
that we would make that afternoon. 

At or around 0200 we would make a 
simulated air assault on Sicily Drop 
Zone. We would be jumping from C- 
123 aircraft. After landing, we would 
assemble in our respective combat un¬ 
its and attack a fortified enemy posi¬ 
tion. Captain Munn finished the brief¬ 
ing, and we “snapped to” as he left. 


The C-119 is a real 
vomit comet, with a 
ride something like 
a drunk camel with 
one leg missing. 


A strong breeze greeted us as we 
climbed from our trucks at Pope Air 
Force Base. After a prescribed amount 
of milling around, we lined up in 
“sticks” of jumpers. As we shifted to 
the truck to draw our parachutes, reli¬ 
gion started to reenter my life. Those 
little prayers that are rarely used start to 
flicker through that little spiritual circuit 
that most parachutists have developed. 

“Oh God, please let this be a good 
chute. Oh God, let it be packed right. 
Oh God, etc. ...” 

A red-capped rigger throws a main 
and a reserve chute on the tailgate, and 
I stagger away with my load of equip¬ 
ment. As I lay the chutes on my gear 
I’m amazed at the impressive size of 
this pile. 

Let’s see. There is a fully loaded 
combat pack with horseshoe roll (tent 
and blanket), fully equipped pistol belt 


and webbing with canteen, bayonet, 
compass, first aid kit, entrenching tool, 
rifle grenade launcher, gas mask, pon¬ 
cho, weapon container, M-l rifle, two 
parachutes and an aviator kit bag. 
What a pile of crap. 

I park myself on the ground, and I 
notice that the strong breeze has in¬ 
creased to a real wind. I look at 
Souden, and he is looking real gray, 
kind of like a T-shirt that has been worn 
for a couple of weeks in a motor pool. 
Someone has chalked a skull and 
crossbones on his helmet along with 
the words “Last Blast.” 

“Hey Souden,” Cooley says, 
“when you cream in, I’ll come over 
and kick a little sand over you.” 
Souden gives him a one finger salute 
and continues to adjust his helmet lin¬ 
er, which he has been adjusting since 
his first helmet was issued to him nearly 
three years ago. I guess he still thinks 
that steel pot can somehow be made 
comfortable. What a dreamer. 

Our company supply jeep rolls up, 
and Clark, the driver, yells, “C-rations 
for any of you guys that want them.” 
He only gets two takers. One is a new 
trooper, fresh out of jump school, who 
hasn’t learned about riding in low- 
flying troop transports with a full stom¬ 
ach. The other is Giffs, a garbage gut 
who will eat anything, anywhere, any¬ 
time. Clark also hands out several rolls 
of cord that we will use to secure loose 
equipment. 

As the jeep rolls away, I hear sounds 
of large aircraft engines starting up 
across this airfield. Our platoon 
sergeant, who is also jumpmaster, 
shouts, “Get it on.” I grab my T-10 
parachute, throw it over my shoulders 
and start the rather complicated pro¬ 
cess of strapping on the rest of my com¬ 
bat gear. I notice a further tightening of 
my sphincter muscle as a gust of wind 
ripples the grass along the runway. 

As I assist Souden with his tiedowns 
and chinstrap, I notice a green tinge to 
his complexion. C-123 aircraft are now 
rolling down the taxiway toward us. 
I’m sure glad they aren’t C-119s; the 
C-l 19 is a real vomit comet, with a ride 
something like a drunk camel with one 


22 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


DECEMBER 88 










9 STUN GUNS 

by GUARDIAN Security Products 

4001 E. Fanfol. Phoenix. AZ 85028 



ZAPPER 


STUN 

GUN 


50,000 volts of power! 

This quality stun gun will instantly 
"scramble" any assailant’s nervous 
system causing immediate, but 
temporary paralysis! By simply 
touching your attacker anywhere, 
he will drop to the ground a helpless 
blob of "jelly." Effective even 
through many layers of clothing. 
Operates on a regular 9-volt battery. 
Measures 6 x 2 x 3/4 inches. 

#A007.$49.95 



LIGHTNING 
ZAPPER 
STUN A 
GUN I 


This unique stun gun is similar to our 
regular Zapper in a most enlighten¬ 
ing way. In addition to the stopping 
power, it also delivers a burst of high 
intensity light directly into the 
attackers eyes. Chances are that his 
optic nerve will be so overdosed 
with excess light energy that he will 
not be able to see you let alone 
continue the attack. If he does, the 
"Lightning Zapper" delivers its 
painful bite, leaving him dazed and 
confused. 7 inches long. 

#A008.$59.95 


X8000 

STUN 

GUN 


80,000 volts of power from a 9- 
volt battery! This gun is the height 
of hi-tech know-how. Just touching 
an assailant for one second will 
cause a loss of balance, loss of 
muscle control and a dazed 
condition. A 2 second jolt will have 
him on the ground completely 
immobilized. Measures 6.9 x 2.4 x 
1.7 inches. Real awesome power! 

#SH23...$79.95 


Use Coupon 
Below or 
Call TOLL FREE 



WHAT IS A STUN GUN? A legal electrical self-defense device. 
It gives you greater sense of self-security. 

HOW DOES IT WORK? It puts out a high voltage shock. 

Touch it to a person - goes through clothing. 

WHAT EFFECT DOES IT HAVE? Short circuits the muscle 
system. It immobilizes for several minutes. Will not cause 
permanent harm. 

HOW IS IT LEGAL? No license or permit required. It can be 
used as reasonable force to resist attack. You can carry it 
concealed or not. Some State & local laws may vary. 

WHERE CAN I KEEP IT? Clips to a belt; Fits in apurse; Keep 
one in your car; One in your house; Carry in a holster. 


1-80 
527-4434 




DEFENDER 

STUN 

GUN / < 


This is one of our most popular 
models. It features a unique curved 
handgrip. This design protects you 
from being attacked from behind. It 
has a full 50,000 volts of power. The 
state-of-the art micro-chip tech¬ 
nology assures you against activator 
switch burn out and loss of voltage. 
The "Defender" is powered by a 
normal 9-volt alkaline battery or a 
rechargeable 9-volt. Comes with a 
handling strap. The "Defender" 
measures 6.5 x 2 x 3/4 inches. 

#WC1.$54.95 


MINI 

ZAPPER 

STUN 

GUN 


The smallest, lightest stun gun 
available. This gun weighs only a 
few ounces and measures less than 
4 inches, but it packs a full 50,000 
volts of biting, stunning power. New 
space age technology has enabled 
us to produce this full-strength stun 
gun in a small package about the 
size of a normal beeper. Comes 
with a handy belt clip. Uses a 9-volt 
battery. Measures 4 x 2.3 x 1.3. 

#SH1.$59.95 



"FX 
STUN 
GUN 


The advanced personal protector. 
The FX includes a loud, piercing 
personal alarm siren, a high intensity 
strobe light AND 50,000 volts of non- 
lethal stopping power. It is powered 
by one alkaline 9-volt battery or a 
rechargeable battery. The FX 
measures 7.5 inches long by 2.5 
inches wide. Protect yourself 
against rape, murder, or assault with 
the new space-age "FX" stun gun. 


BT1.$79.95 


"IMMOBILIZER" 

STUN 

DEVICE *1 


100,000 volts of stunning and 
immobilizing power! This non-lethal 
Stun Device is visually intimidating 
with its high intensity discharge 
affective up to 20 feet on most 
attackers. This unit is designed for 
law enforcement, guards, watchmen 
or anybody exposed to potentially 
hostile situations. This "Super Stun 
Gun" measures 12 x 1.5 inches. It 
uses 8 AA cell batteries with a 
recharge jack built in. A membrane 
switch is recessed for safety consid¬ 
erations. This one is awesome! 

#AC1.$119.95 


9-volt Battery and 
Charger Kit..$15.95 


Dealer Inquiries Invited! 


NOVA 

XR5000 

STUN 

GUN 



Ordering Information: 

By Mail: Use coupon below or separate sheet. Include check, money 
order or credit card information. 

By. Phone: Call 1-800-527-4434. Have all product and credit card 
information ready. Arizona residents call 1-602-371-1023 Hours9AM 
to 5 PM MST Monday-Friday. Sorry, no COD orders accepted. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed! 

We accept VISA, MASTERCARD or AMERICAN EXPRESS 

Guardian Security Products Dept, sf- 12 
! 4001 East Fanfol • Phoenix, AZ 85028 


100% American made and used by 
hundreds of police departments 
around the world, the Nova will 
instantly "scramble" an attacker’s 
nervous system causing immediate 
but temporary paralysis. The faster 
pulse rate assures instant dropping 
power. Requires a 9-volt Ni-Cad 
battery and charger. Measures 6.25 
x 2.24x1 inches. 

#NV1.$69.95 


Big Catalog $1.00 
FREE with Order! 


Number 


Description 


Charge my: Q MasterCard Q Visa Q Amex 
Credit Card Number 
Expiration Date 

I | Check Enclosed Q Money Order 
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leg missing. Years later, I still feel a 
twinge of nausea when I see a C-119 
Flying Boxcar. 

As the planes park abreast of us and 
drop their tailgates, we line up for 
jumpmaster’s inspection. I step up to 
the sergeant, and he tells me that I will 
be stickpusher for ’this jump. Stick- 
pusher is last man in each line of jump¬ 
ers to leave the aircraft, and he assures 
a rapid unloading of the plane by put¬ 
ting his shoulder against the back of the 
line of men and pushing like hell. This 
is especially important when jumping 
into short drop zones, because jump 
aircraft must be unloaded in one pass 
to avoid ground fire. 

I waddle up the tailgate ramp of the 
aircraft, work my way forward of the 
cargo bay and settle into a nylon sling 
that passes for a seat on an Air Force 
transport plane. 

As troops crowd into the aircraft, I 
notice the interior is padded with in¬ 
sulation — a padded cell. We are in the 
right place. I look around and notice 
that “Last Blast” Souden is sitting next 
to me. I become even more uneasy 
when I note that “new trooper” is sit¬ 
ting directly across from Souden and is 
still chewing on a last mouthful of C-rat 
spaghetti lumps. 

The aircraft commander steps out to 
deliver his briefing. He mentions that 
sickbags are available should any of us 


feel nausea during flight. I guess no¬ 
body told him that we all started feeling 
nausea as soon as we saw our names 
on the bulletin board. 

He goes back into his little room, 
and soon the engines start. As we be¬ 
gin to taxi toward the runway, I check 
to make sure that I am carrying my 
crucifix. I’m not very religious, but I 
figure that if my chute doesn’t open 
this little cross might prevent me from 
continuing downward after I collide 
with ground zero. I gaze around at the 
load of soldiers, and I’m amazed at 
how many of them are asleep. There is 
some nervous reaction to putting on a 
parachute that causes most people to 
go to sleep. 

We taxi into takeoff position, and 
engine noise and vibration are raised 
to almost glass-shattering levels. 
Brakes are released, and we hurdle 
forward, hopefully for a takeoff. We 
finally leave the ground, landing gear 
thumps into place and I’m able to twist 
around in my seat and see that we are 
turning to join two other aircraft for our 
jump formation. 

Already our flight is getting bumpy, 
as usual, and I see that the rookie is 
learning about greasy C-rations and 
flying. I compare his shade of green with 
Souden’s and decide the new trooper is 
ahead. I also notice with alarm that I am 
within range of both of them. 


I close my eyes and start drifting off 
to a pastoral scene with cool grass and 
a quiet stream. Suddenly the dream 
changes. Cool grass turns to brown 
lumpy stuff, and the stream becomes a 
sewer. Suddenly my nostrils jerk my 
eyes open. This odor isn’t a dream. I 
quickly scan the faces in the lines of 
men and note a satisfied grin on Gibbs, 
the garbage gut. Gibbs’ gas is filling the 
cabin, and he’s actually smiling. I de¬ 
voutly hope the riggers have issued a 
bag of dirty laundry to him instead of a 
parachute. 

I quickly look at “new trooper” as 
his cheeks are starting to bulge. I try to 
edge away from him, but am trapped 
by all my equipment and can’t move. 
Souden is too far gone to notice any 
danger, and he isn’t in much better 
shape in the nausea department. I fin¬ 
ger my crucifix and pray for deliver¬ 
ance from this vomitorium. 

“Oh God, please turn their faces 
away from me and give me peace. 
Amen.” 

It didn’t work. My line to God was 
busy, and they erupt almost simul¬ 
taneously. I cover my face and turn 
away from what is becoming a contest. 
As I peek back, I am amazed at seeing 
partially digested spaghetti and C- 
ration chocolate hitting above 

Continued on page 91 



INFRARED POCKETSCOPES AND GOGGLES, PRICES START AT $250.00. WHY PAY MORE? 



NF-1 

•1ST GEN HANDHELD 
SCOPE 

• EASILY CONCEALED, 
EXCEPTIONAL VALUE 

• IDEAL FOR DISCREET NIGHT 
SURVEILLANCE 


fUl ^ COMMUNICATION 
CONTROL, INC. 


Call for free demonstration at any of our authorized distributors. 

World Headquarters 

160 Midland Ave., Port Chester, NY 10573 (914)934-8100 

TELEX: 238720 FAX: (914) 934-8093 

630 Third Ave., New York, NY, 10017 (212) 557-3040 

1801 K SL N.W, Washington, D.C. 20006 (202) 659-3432 

1435 Brickell Ave., Miami, FL 33131 (305) 358-4336 

The Galleria, Suite 3696, Houston, TX 77056 (713) 626-0007 

9465 Wilshire Blvd., Beverly Hills, CA 90212 (213) 274-6256 

DEALERS WANTED © ccs 1987 
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ORDER TOLL FREE 1 -800-545-0933 — CALL MON- SAT; 9:00- 7:00 (Mountain Tima) 


ss-rj&sav ?*1 
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□ USAF Heavyweight Flight Jacket-Type N2B 
DESIGNED FOR TEMPERATURES OF -10" TO 32° F. 


kaijJ 5 ^ 

>. S J 66o p 


I Polyester Fibertill 
Lining - (Maximum 
Warmth Per Ounce) 

■ Nylon Shell - 
(Waterproof & , 
Windproof) 




Pile Line Hood - 

(drapes over shoulder ■ 


I Knit Cuffs 
and Waist 


□ Field Jacket - Type M65 

In one form or another, this jacket has 
been the military workhorse for over 40 
years and is still going strong. 

The field jacket is designed tor 3 season wear. 

In winter you can button in the liner (see below) 
or wear a vest or heavy sweater un der it. 

■ Lightweight Hood 

Concealed in Collar- 

■ Epaulets-— 

■ 4 Huge ~ wf 

■ Outershell ^ 

of 50% Cotton/ : N(i• : J 
50% Nylon- S' i ffi/' : 1 
Water & Wind ; i *5 

Repellant-- Wir ^ \K ™ 


□ Watch Cap - MM 

100% Wool- ^ 

■ Tight Ribbed Weave 

■ Roll Down to Cover Ears 
When Desired 

■ One Size Fits All J0ft 
Choose Color - mjjyjj' 
Black or Olive 

Drab (OD) Green 
, Ilia #H-355 « 

? $6.00.each. " ~ 


when not needed) 

■ Flap Under Zipper 
to Prevent 
"Cold Spots'" 

v ■ Zippered I 
\kv Sleeve Pocket | 
- \X with 
*£\A Pencil Holder 

\ \\ Ckigie: Black 
«r Sage Green 
Outer Shell 
c,l,r 

Sizes: S, M, 
Land XL 

$99.75/each. 
Item #C-550 


■ Gussetted Back /tI Sizes: XS, S, M, L, XL 

for Freedom of Turk I (Send us V our chest 

Movement —RLi size ,or proper f,t) 

■ 4 Hune K C"! f7Ki Lo n 9 L » n 0 ,h < for P er ‘ 

■ I " u .9 e Wj fP — If son over 6 ft. tall) 

22® ^ 1 I Choose: Ottve Drab 

Rockets \ an J ( od) Green or Wood- 

■ Outershell 1 iflril 13,1(1 Camouflage 

of 50% Cotton/ i ; -|pT (Also Black or Tan 

50% Nylon- ; T K u 1 I Commercial Mft. to Gl 

Water & Wind 1 Wp T , T53 \ Specs. - Reg. Length 

Repellant- j_J|^ W \ Only) Itm #C-478 

■ Adjustable SifiJr ! LA Length $57.50 

Cu L._*—f ■ ‘ K\lS Long Length $63.95 

®*mSI ! " • Extra Large/ 

■ Drawstring ^istbana“-Long $85.95 

□ M65 Liner - designed to be buttoned into the M65 Field Jacket, 
these liners are lightweight, polyester-fiberfilled. and very warm. Order same 
size as your field jacket sizes: XS, S, M, L, XL 1t« #C-475 $19.95/ea. 

□ Ranger Combat Cap-Woodland ,*w7oQ 

Camouflage —latest Army issue. 

This winterweight cap features lined flaps which 
can fold out to keep your ears warm and tuck into 
the hat when the weather's balmy. Sizes run small. \ 

Alio available In Olive Drab (OD) Green. Itoet ttH TTfl ,nfly 

Sizes: 7, 7-1/4, 7-1/2. 7-3/4 .... $8.50/each. 


- □ Ballaclava (One 

□ Knit Face Mask Hole) Face Mask 





□ Drill Instructor/Smokey the 

Bear Hat —Formally called the Campaign Hat. 
this is a really fine quality pressed tell headpiece 
A hat with character No one who wars it 
escapes a personality change An uncon- 4 
tradable urge to shout orders or heap abuses, 
pursue flamers or write traffic tickets Let your true 
or wistful self be heard Commercially manufactured #H-30D 
to exacting specs. Sizes 6-7/8 to 7-3/4 $23.95/each. 

□ Genuine Leather Chin Strap lt» #H-J05 $ 2 . 95 /each. 

□ Acorn Hat Cord (as shown) itiM #H-310 $8.95/each. 
(Specify color silver, gold metallic, black/gold, metallic, yellow, red or 
light blue) 


IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT 


SHIPPING COSTS 

Please include appropriate shipping costs from chart below with 
each order Amounts shown include costs of postage, packaging, 
insurance and handling 

Orders up to $10 00 $375 

Orders from $10 01 to 20 00 4*50 

Orders from $20 01 to 35 00 5*25 

Orders from $35 01 to 50 00 5.90 

Orders from $50 01 to 70 00 6.90 

Orders from $70 01 to 90 00 7.90 

Orders over $90.00 8.90 

Canadian Orders-Sond Double Amount Indicated. 


Masks are lightweight non-itch; non-allergic; 100% 
stretch acrylic woven in a bulky knit. Maximum pro¬ 
tection from wind and cold. 

□ Kilt Face Mask 

3 holes for maximum protection. 

ChMIl: 

■ Black ir Olhn Drab |0D) 

Grin.ITEM #H-390. 15.95/tack. 

■ CaHiaftaie (Hiveran ta brlfkt ani|i).ITEM #H-390 

.$6.9 6/neb. 

□ Ballaclava {Or* Hale) Face Mask 

One hole accommodates eyeglasses or other equipment. 

Black.(TEH #H-395.|595/ncb 


-CAMOUFLAGE- 


JN =1USAF Flight Jacket- 

% , // \ These fhght jackets are 

n - ■ JI&ffjT'SSued to military (tors and 
are designated Type MAI for 
/lIntermediate Cold. (The 
that it is the medium 

f vy t1ST' A wetghi jacket, designed tor 

:X*3 | fj l I comtort m a temperature zone 

4jT* H J of about 20 0 10 55 ° F ) Lcx * 

/it. - % /i for the military designation. 

^ 1 sizes and stock numbers 

L inside ** 1811 P«ket. The 

srwl130(1 3/61 ooi/ * 
mm MT7 nylon makmg the jacket com 

B:j|l F; pleteiy wind and waterproof. The 

interlining is 1007. potyester fibertill for 
the highest degree of warmth per ounce. This jacket is reversible: outside 
in your choice of either sage green or blue and the inside is survival 
orange. It features: two hip pockets outside as wen as inside, sewn pen 
and pencil holders plus zippered easy access storage pocket in the left 
sleeve. This a snappy, convenient, warm, fully functional jacket and it 
happens to be the Idlest fashion trend. 


I 8i|o Gran ir Blick Skill 

Sizes: XS, S, M. L, XL (Regular Lengths Only)... ITEM #C-S00 
. $59.75/each. 


| □Special Forces Green Beret - Jaunty and 

1 daring and classy - like the professional s who wear them These are 
anew raguMan btrets of 100% vat dyed wool and meeting all mill 
fary specs Made expressly for us by the prime 

_ii.il|5i4w 3 ik govern men! contractor Also available 

"'SB Official headgear for 
B 1 □ Green #H-425 

W sA □ Maroon #H-430 

□ Black #H-435 

□ Red #h-44o 

<r W Sizes-6 7/8 to 7% 

(Not sure of head size 7 Tell us how many inches around your head where 
you wear your hat We’ll send the right one ). $14.95/each. 

□ Angle Head Flashlite- 

This is the heavy duty m Kl net 

plastic flashlight issued to all military units 

The flashlight is waterproof, non-glare and features 4 / m/m 

different lenses which can be easily installed or // IjB || 

removed It can clip onto the belt or suspender for Jj II jffj 

hands free operation, operates on 2 standard D cell p/i/ifuj 

batteries and comes complete with a spare bulb 

Brand new. sold m the Gl box 

Choose: 

Olive Orab (OD) green or black _ Kim #11-165 $6.95/each. 


Black Commando Dog Tag Set - (A Kaufman's Ex- 

I elusive); 2 Gl stainless steel tags specially treated to be non-glare flat I 
| black plus 2 black (4 " and 24") ball chains .. #X-675 $6.00/set. [ 


□ Regulation Gl Dog Tags • 

set of 2 stainless steel tags and 2 stainless T 

chains (4 "and 24") Ida #X*670 SI.OO/seL^-^SSNV^^v/ 
Want us to print them? WE'LL PRINT ANY 
THING up to 6 lines and 15 spaces per ime 

jPrinting ItiR #1-665 only $1.50pertag($3.00/set). 


Commando Camouflage 
Headnet - Spandoflage - 

Expandable camouflage mesh fits 
comfortably on any size head Cool in 
summer, warm in winter, this revolutionary 
new mesh materia! can be 
cut (but will not unravel) to torm eye-holes 
for the comfort of eyeglass wearers 
Choose: Woodland Camouflage, 

Desert Camouflage or 
Solid Black Itew #Q-Z75 
$5.95/each. 




PLEASE. NO DOG TAG IMPRINTING ORDERS BY TELEPHONE 


□Dog Tag Silencers - black, non -glare rubber bumpers V 
jags Item #X-650 $1.95/pair. 


mm 

WePy 


WHEN IN NEW YORK CITY VISIT OUR 
ORIGINAL STORE AT 319 W.42NO ST., 
^ NEAR TIMES SQUARE. W 

^ (PRICES MAY VARY AT NYC STORE) 


Camouflage Face Paint - 

;:,n 7 nnn KM Each melal lute contains 2 colors ol tacepsin! which “All In-StOCk items 

)ito90oo g ~ 

?Smd Double Amount Indicated. 8M —I—•<«»■... «-#H« *3J9M.. J^tacton^rantted 

ORDER TOLL FREE 1 -800-545-0933 — CALL MON-SAT; 9:00-7:00 (Mountain Timo)*4 
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A SPECIAL HOLIDAY OFFER 

Use the "Special Holiday Offer" box on the order form and deduct 
20% from any order of $50.00 or more! This offer is being ex¬ 
tended to you, our valued customers. It is our way of saying, 
"Have a great holiday season!" ORDER NOW to take advantage 
of this opportunity! Offer ends January 1, 1989. (Available to retail 
customers only.) 


1989 MILITARY HISTORY CALENDAR 

by Raymond R. Lyman 

Who was the first American commander to strike back in 
the aftermath of Pearl Harbor? How did Herman Goering 
help the British RAF win the Battle of Britain? Where were 
the first tanks used in battle? The answers can be found in 
the 1989 Military History Calendar. This year's edition is the 
best yet, with hundreds of fascinating events from the great 
and small wars that influenced the history of our time. More 
than 40 photographs reveal the face of war in this century. 
Make 1989, the 50th anniversary of World War II, the year to 
learn the facts. 12x13, photos. $8.95 


TtK 

BUGCB 22 

AUTOMATIC PISTOL 



--- 

DimtAM LOINS 


THE RUGER .22 AUTOMATIC PISTOL 
Standard/Mark I/Mark II Series 

by Duncan Long 

Here is the definitive book about 
the pistol that has served more than 
a million owners so well. Exploded 
diagrams show how to field-strip 
and reassemble with a minimum of 
fuss, and photos illustrate varia¬ 
tions, modifications and accessories 
for one of the most popular .22 
automatics ever made. 5Vi x 8 Vi, 
softcover, photos, illus., 168 pp. 

SI 2.00 


KICKASS! 

Mart 
<l»r » 

Cy' ■■ 




KICKASS! 

More Mayhem From 
the Master of Malice 

by George Hayduke 
Just when you thought it was safe to 
turn the other cheek, Hayduke and 
his pals return with theirown twisted 
version of the Golden Rule: Do unto 
others before they do unto you! 
Kickass! is intended for entertain¬ 
ment purposes only. 5% x SVa, 
hardcover, over 200 pp. $16.95 



GET EVEN: 

The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks 

A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big busi¬ 
ness, government and enemies. 
More sophisticated and involved 
tricks are included, such as ones 
devised by CIA and Mafia members 
and political dirty tricksters. Over 80 
sections present dirty tricks ranging 
from the simple to the elaborate. For 
entertainment only! 5Vs x 8 W, hard¬ 
cover, 192 pp. $16.95 


US. ARMY 
SPECIAL FORCES 
A-TEAM 


VIETNAM 
COMBAT MANUAL 


U.S. ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
A-TEAM VIETNAM COMBAT 
MANUAL 

This is the real thing, a reprint of the 
A Detachment Handbook issued to 
all Special Forces A-Teams during 
the Vietnam War. Everything from 
camp construction to interrogation 
procedures to psyops is covered. A 
must for collectors of military and 
Vietnam memorabilia. 8 Y 2 x 11 , soft- 
cover, illus., 296 pp, $18.00 



THE LEWIS GUN 

by ). David Truby 

Now in its second edition, this well- 
researched pictorial history chroni¬ 
cles one of the earliest and greatest 
light machine guns. Combat scenes 
realistically depict the horror 
wrought by Lewis’ "Military Mower," 
which saw action in both world 
wars. Of special interest are the 
more than 70 photos of aircraft with 
Lewis guns mounted on them. 8 Ya x 
11 , hardcover, photos, 216 pp. 

$25.00 



THE RESCUERS: THE WORLD’STOP 
ANTI-TERRORIST UNITS 

by Leroy Thompson 
No one—and no country—is im¬ 
mune to terrorism anymore. And 
that’s where hostage rescue units 
(HRUs) come in. The FIRST and 
ONLY book on HRUs, The Rescuers 
covers the training, ops, weapons 
and equipment of 50+ units. Five 
classic rescues bring to life a unit's 
anti-terrorist tactics. 5%x 8 Vi, hard¬ 
cover, photos, glossary, index, 
240 pp. $17,95 


- 

Modern Sn4>or 


MODERN SNIPER RIFLES 

by Duncan Long 

This in-depth look at today's sniper 
rifles covers all aspects of their per¬ 
formance capabilities. Weapons 
expert Duncan Long evaluates .22 
LR, single-shot, bolt-action, semi¬ 
auto and large-caliber rifles, as well 
as the scopes, ammunition and ac¬ 
cessories that will maximize their 
sniping potential. 8 % x 11 , softcover, 
illus., photos, over 100 pp. $16.95 


SpyGame 

* ‘'Winning 
Through Super- 
Technology 


SPYGAME 
Winning Through 
Super Technology 

by Scott French and Lee Lapin 
Formerly Ninja 1990, this updated 
arsenal of information is now offered 
in a more affordable, high-quality 
softcover edition. Everything you 
need to know about covert ops and 
surveillance, ballistic armor, high- 
tech weapons and more. Climb 
walls, read minds, change your 
voice—it’s all here! 8 '/r x 11 , soft- 
cover, 520 pp. $30.00 


Ho* T« Qn 
ANYTHING 


ft. 


HOW TO GET ANYTHING 
ON ANYBODY 

by Lee Lapin 

Get the goods on others with this 
encyclopedia of advanced investi¬ 
gative and surveillance techniques. 
Here are expert ways to secretly bug 
any target! Info on lock-pick tech¬ 
nology. how polygraphs and voice 
fie detectors can be tricked and 
much more, including more than 
100 sources for equipment and 
superspy systems. 8 Vi x 11 , soft- 
cover, illus., 264 pp. $30.00 


IN* Oppi tsmi liber 
l hr Illustrated llislort 
«flhr I S Arim 
Special Touts 




DE OPPRESSO LIBER 
The Illustrated History of 
the U.S. Army Special Forces 

by Leroy Thompson 
"To liberate from oppression." The 
Green Beret motto reflects the'goal 
of this elite fighting force and its tra¬ 
dition of honor, traced here from 
WW II to the eighties. Hundreds of 
rare and unusual photos highlight 
the men, the camps, the missions— 
the heart and soul of the Green 
Berets. 8 Vi x 11, hardcover, 165 
photos, 152 pp. $24.95 



THE COMPLETE BLADESMITH 
Forging Your Way to Perfection 

by Jim Hrisoulas 

Ever wanted a knife you could truly 
say is yours? Make it! Written by a 
master bladesmith, this book leads 
you to your own forge and along the 
path to the perfect blade. Whether 
you want a tanto, cable dagger, 
Damascus broadsword, or a simple 
high-carbon steel utility knife, it’s all 
here. 8 Y 2 x 11, hardcover.58 photos, 
101 illus., 192 pp. $25.00 


THE •mmsm ) 

JOY„ 

COLD 

REVENGE 


THE |OV OF COLD REVENCE 

by Kam Kavanaugh 
Been snubbed or gypped by a for¬ 
mer employer or landlord, car deal¬ 
er, the courts, police, a supermarket 
or bank? It hurts, right? Fight back 
with the tactics of cold revenge, 
using such common items as 
superglue, motor oil, and ink. With 
the subtle art of cold revenge, you 
can wreak havoc using the phone 
company, airlines, magazine sub¬ 
scriptions companies and more. 5 Y 2 
x 8 Vi, softcover, 96 pp $10.00 



SCREW UNTO OTHERS 
Revenge Tactics for All Occasions 
Watch out! The Master Trickster is 
back with over 140 mischievous tac¬ 
tics custom-designed for that special 
someone who has made your life 
miserable. This revenge manual 
shows how to use technology, ma¬ 
nure, newspapers, and more to help 
you savor your vengeance and leave 
you chortling! Choose your victim 
with care then give him hell! For 
entertainment purposes only1 5Vi x 
8 Vi, hardcover, 240 pp. $16.95 



STREETSWEEPERS 
The Complete Book of 
Combat Shotguns 

by Duncan Long 

Its deadly spray of massive fire¬ 
power makes the shotgun the 
choice weapon in close combat for 
the soldier and home owner alike. 
This newest, most comprehensive 
book covers every type of action, 
plus ammo, accessories and com¬ 
bat tactics. 8 Vi x 11, softcover, 64 
photos, illus., appendices, 160 pp. 

SI 7.95 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED! 


— WANTED — 

ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPTS ON MARTIAL ARTS, 
SURVIVAL, MILITARY SCIENCE, WEAPONRY, 
REVENGE AND OTHER RELATED SUBJECTS. 
SEND A COPY OF THE MANUSCRIPT TO 
PALADIN PRESS, P.O. BOX 1307, BOULDER, 
COLORADO 80306. 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE! 
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OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 


SPIES & FINDING ANYONE 


REVENGE & HUMOR 


ACTION CAREERS 


WIRETAPPING AND ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE .. $10.95 
COVERT SURVEILLANCE & ELECTRONIC 

PENETRATION. $10.95 

BIG BROTHER GAME. $20.00 

HOW TO FIND ANYONE ANYWHERE. $19.95 

HOW TO AVOID ELECTRONIC EAVESDROPPING 

AND PRIVACY INVASION. $12.95 

HOW TO FIND MISSING PERSONS: A HANDBOOK FOR 

INVESTIGATORS. $ 9.95 

THE SECRET SCIENCE OF COVERT INKS . $12.00 

MAKING SPIES: A TALENT SPOTTER'S HANDBOOK... $16.95 
TOP SECRET: A CLANDESTINE OPERATOR'S 

GLOSSARY OF TERMS. $10.00 

SECRET AGENT I. $34.95 

UNDERCOVER WORK: A COMPLETE HANDBOOK .. S 9.95 
SHADOWING AND SURVEILLANCE: A COMPLETE 

GUIDEBOOK. S 9.95 

SECRET AGENT. VOLUME II. $29.95 

FINDER'S FEE: THE SKIP TRACER'S TEXT. $19.95 


YOU CAN FIND ANYONE! . $14.95 


TECHNIQUES OF HARASSMENT: HOW THE UNDERDOG 

GETS JUSTICE. $16.95 

GET EVEN 2: MORE DIRTY TRICKS FROM THE MASTER 

OF REVENGE. $16.95 

I HATE YOU! AN ANGRY MAN’S GUIDE TO 

REVENGE . Si6.95 

B.S.ING: THE SECRETS OF SUCCESS IN THE 

BUSINESS WORLD. S12.00 

SALOON SURVIVAL . $ 6.00 

THE REVENGE BOOK. $ 8.00 

THE CARE & FEEDING OF TENANTS. $ 6.95 

UP YOURS!. $16.95 

MAD AS HELL: A MASTER TOME OF 

REVENGEMANSHIP . $16.95 

TENANT'S REVENGE: HOW TO TAME YOUR 
LANDLORD. S 6.95 


NEW I.D. AND MONEY 


FIND ’EM FAST: A PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR'S 

WORKBOOK. 

CAREERS IN SECRET OPERATIONS: HOW TO BE A 

FEDERAL INTELLIGENCE OFFICER. 

PRACTICAL GUIDE FOR PRIVATE 

INVESTIGATORS. 

DETECTIVE’S PRIVATE INVESTIGATION TRAINING 

MANUAL . 

KEEP 'EM ALIVE: THE BODYGUARD'S TRADE . 

DEAD CLIENTS DON’T PAY: THE BODYGUARD’S 

MANUAL . 

BOUNTY HUNTER. 

OBTAINING YOUR PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR'S 

LICENSE. 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES IN THE BLACK MARKET. 

JOBS THAT SUCK . . . AND SOME THAT DON'T. 


GUERRILLA WARFARE 

HANDBOOK FOR VOLUNTEERS OF THE IRISH 

REPUBLICAN ARMY. $ 4.00 

150 QUESTIONS FOR A GUERRILLA. $ 8.00 

AMBUSH AND COUNTER AMBUSH. $ 6.00 

GUERRILLA WARFARE . $ 6.00 

WE SHALL FIGHT IN THE STREETS. $ 7.00 

TOTAL RESISTANCE . $14.95 

SECRET FREEDOM FIGHTER: FIGHTING TYRANNY 
WITHOUT TERRORIZING THE INNOCENT. S 8.95 


WEAPONS 


WALTHER P 38 AUTO PISTOL 

CAL.9MM PARABELLUM . $ 5.00 

THE AR-15/M16: A PRACTICAL GUIDE. $16.95 

THE MINI-14: THE PLINKER, HUNTER, ASSAULT. 

AND EVERYTHING ELSE RIFLE. $10.00 

MODERN BALLISTIC ARMOR: CLOTHING, BOMB BLANKETS, 
SHIELDS, VEHICLE PROTECTION , . . EVERYTHING 

YOU NEED TO KNOW. $ 8.00 

THE PARABELLUM AUTOMATIC PISTOL. $ 6.00 

FIGHTING GARAND OWNER’S MANUAL. $ 9.95 

COMBAT AMMUNITION: EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO 

KNOW. $19.95 

HOMEMADE GUNS AND HOMEMADE AMMO. $12.00 

BULL’S-EYE: CROSSBOWS BY RAGNAR BENSON .. $10.00 
AUTOMATICS: FAST FIREPOWER, TACTICAL 

SUPERIORITY. $14.95 

ASSAULT PISTOLS, RIFLES AND SUBMACHINE 

GUNS. $19.95 

THE BAYONET: AN EVOLUTION AND HISTORY.$24.95 

U.S. CUSTOMS UNCONVENTIONAL WEAPONS 

“LOOKOUT” MANUAL. $ 6.00 

SPECIAL FORCES FOREIGN WEAPONS 

HANDBOOK . $24.95 

SHOTGUN IN COMBAT. $10.00 

SELECT FIRE 10/22. $10.00 

FIGHTING RIFLE . $16.95 


SELF-DEFENSE 


PRIVACY: HOW TO GET IT. HOW TO ENJOY IT. S 

CONSTRUCTION OF SECRET HIDING PLACES .5 

GUERRILLA CAPITALISM: HOW TO PRACTICE 
FREE ENTERPRISE IN AN UNFREE ECONOMY .... 3 

FLIMFLAM MAN: HOW CON GAMES WORK. 3 

MONEY FOR NOTHING: RIP-OFFS, CONS AND 

SWINDLES. S 

SAVE YOUR LICENSE. S 

METHODS OF DISGUISE. 3 

HOWTO HIDE ANYTHING. 3 

ARMCHAIR MILLIONAIRE. 3 

ALL ABOUT CARNIVALS: CARNY CONS. 3 

TAX HAVENS IN THE CARIBBEAN. S 

GUERRILLA TACTICS IN THE JOB MARKET: HOW TO 

WIN THE JOB OF YOUR LIFE. 3 

DISGUISE TECHNIQUES: FOOL ALL OF THE PEOPLE 
SOME OF THE TIME. 3 


MILITARY SCIENCE 

GERMAN ASSAULT RIFLE 1935-1945 . $39.95 

PHYSICAL TRAINING OF THE SOVIET SOLDIER.S 8.00 

SOVIET AIRBORNE FORCES. S 8.00 

NIGHT FIGHTER'S HANDBOOK. $10.00 

COMBAT SKILLS OF THE FIGHTING SOLDIER.$14.95 

RANGER HANDBOOK. $ 8.00 

PATROLLING AND TRACKING. $ 5.00 

COMBAT TRACKER & TRACKER DOG TRAINING & 

EMPLOYMENT. $10.00 

THE SCOUT . $ 6.00 


SNIPING 


SURVIVAL 


U.S. ARMY SNIPER TRAINING MANUAL. $14.95 

THE GERMAN SNIPER 1914-1945 . $49.95 

SNIPING—U.S. MARINE CORPS . $10.00 

COUNTER SNIPER GUIDE. $ 5.00 


BEAT THE ODDS: TIPS FOR DAY-TO-DAY 

SURVIVAL.$10.00 

SURVIVAL RETREAT: A TOTAL PLAN FOR RETREAT 

DEFENSE. $ 8.00 

SURVIVAL MEDICINE: NATURE'S WAY. $ 8.00 

HENLEY’S TWENTIETH CENTURY BOOK OF TEN THOUSAND 
FORMULAS, PROCESSES & TRADE SECRETS .... $17.95 
RAGNAR'S TEN BEST TRAPS ... AND A FEW OTHERS 

THAT ARE DAMN GOOD. TOO. $10.00 

TRAPPER’S BIBLE: TRAPS, SNARES, AND 

PATHGUARDS. $ 8.00 

LIFE AFTER DOOMSDAY. $21.95 


POLICE SCIENCE 

CRIME SCENE SEARCH & PHYSICAL EVIDENCE 

HANDBOOK . $14.00 

NEVER SAY LIE . $19.95 

HOT CARS! AN INSIDE LOOK AT THE AUTO THEFT 

INDUSTRY.$10.00 

RIOT CONTROL: MATERIEL AND TECHNIQUES.$19,95 

D.E.A. NARCOTICS INVESTIGATOR'S MANUAL.$50.00 

A GUIDE TO INTERPOL: THE INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL 
POLICE ORGANIZATION IN THE 

UNITED STATES . $ 8.00 

S.W.A.T. TACTICS . $10.00 

POLICE HANDGUN AMMUNITION; INCAPACITATION 

EFFECTS. $ 6.00 

KILL OR GET KILLED .$19.95 

S.W.A.T TEAM MANUAL. $12.00 

POLICE TACTICS IN ARMED OPERATIONS.$19.95 


COMMANDO FIGHTING TECHNIQUES. $12.00 

PRINCIPLES OF PERSONAL DEFENSE. $ 5.00 

GET TOUGH. $16.95 

NO SECOND CHANCE! DISARMING THE ARMED 

ASSAILANT. $12.00 

SAVE YOUR HIDE! TOOLS FOR SELF-DEFENSE .... $ 7.00 
BLACK MEDICINE III: LOW BLOWS. $10.00 


FOR CONVENIENT RETAIL 
ORDERING 

VISA OR MASTERCARD, CALL TOLL FREE 

7 days a week, 24 hours a day 
1-800-642-8300, ext. 24. 

Call from any state but Alaska. 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE! 


PALADIN PRESS 
P.O. BOX 1307— 8LS 
BOULDER, CO 80306 

Phone (303) 443-7250 


Please send me the following titles: 


Call TOLL FREE for credit card orders: 
1-800-642-8300, ext. 24. Call 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week. Call from any state but 
Alaska. Send $1.00 for 50-page CATALOG 
of 300 title s (free with order.) 


Payment: □ Check or Money Order, □ VISA, □ MasterCard. 

Card No. _________ Exp. _ 


SUBTOTAL _ 

Special Holiday Offer; 
deduct 20% from any 
order over $50. NO 
EXCEPTIONS. — 
Please include 
$3.50 postage 
and handling_ 
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Proper entry 
techniques will determine 
success or failure. Here, an 
HRU prepares to make 
a team entry. 



COMBAT 
EAPONCRAFT 

Text & Art by Stan Martin 

Crisis Entries 


1 WO men, toting suppressed MP5s 
and clad in the black uniform of the 
local police department SWAT team, 
slipped quietly up to the front door of 
the single story house. On the other 
side of the door was waiting a man who 
had already killed once. For the past 
six hours he had been threatening to 
kill his two remaining hostages. The 
time for negotiation had ended, and 
the SWAT team was now in position, 
the men at the front door the last to be 
put in place before making entry. 
Crouched on either side of the door, 
the men waited for the order to go in. 
Their radios broke static, and the code 
word came. One man quickly stepped 
away from the wall, raised his foot and 
kicked the door open. And then all hell 
broke loose. 

Crisis Entries. They’re made every 
day by policemen and hostage rescue 
units (HRUs) all over the world. While 
the movies and media highlight the 
missions of military elite HRUs and 
police SWAT teams, most crisis entries 
are made by the beat officer forced into 
a hostile situation with little advance no¬ 
tice, sometimes when performing 
‘routine’ duties, such as serving arrest or 
search warrants. Crisis entries (used 
here to mean any entry into a known 
hostile or potentially hostile situation) 
must be conducted quickly, aggressive¬ 
ly and by team members who thor¬ 
oughly understand their duties once in¬ 
side the door. A poorly planned or ex¬ 
ecuted entry can turn disastrous in a 
heartbeat, jeopardizing the lives of 
team members, hostages and even sus¬ 
pects. 

The three most commonly used en¬ 
tries are the two-man, three-man and 
team (multi-member) entry. Besides 
the number of men involved, the only 
basic difference is the individual mem- 


FIELD OPERATOR 

Stan Martin is currently assigned to a 
major metropolitan police department 
and works in Field Operations. He has 
also served as a U.S. Army infantry¬ 
man, and holds a degree in Interna¬ 
tional Relations. 



Number 1 and Number 2 cross, after 
Number 2 kicks door. Note that the 
areas of responsibility overlap and 
that neither man is backlit by 
doorway. 



Number 1 goes in first, followed by 
Number 2 and Number 3. Swift 
execution can mean success instead 
of failure. 


ber’s area of responsibility once entry 
is made. 

Although circumstances may not 
allow time for planning (an example 
would be hot pursuit of a suspect into a 
house), when time is available prior to 
the serving of a warrant or entry into a 
hostage/barricade situation, the fullest 
attention to detail should be given dur¬ 
ing the pre-raid planning. Most depart¬ 
ments have Raid Sheets, which outline 
all the aspects of the raid to be covered 
prior to and after entry. If a raid sheet is 
not available, the most logical place to 
begin your intelligence gathering is the 
building into which entry will be made. 
All personnel involved should know 
the layout of the building, the location 
of the doors and windows, and any 
potential hiding places for the suspect. 
Often it will be possible to find a build¬ 
ing in the area with the same floor plan, 
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which can be used to familiarize the 
team. Your agency should keep a file 
of previously raided buildings and their 
floor plans, so they will be available to 
teams making entry in the future. 
Obviously, people who live or work in 
or near the building to be assaulted can 
also provide valuable intelligence. 

The next area of concern is the sus¬ 
pects themselves. How many people 
do you expect to find inside, and how 
many will be hostile toward you? What 
type of weapons, explosives or other 
obstacles (i.e., dogs, alarms, barred 
doors or windows) might you encoun¬ 
ter? In which rooms do you expect the 
suspects, hostages or evidence to be? 
Answers to these questions will help 
you decide how many men to use, at 
which locations entry will be made, 
what weapons and secondary equip¬ 
ment will be carried, and what tactics 
you will employ once inside. 

A third area of attention is the entry 
party. Each man must be able to read 
back his individual duties and should 
also know what to do if a team member 
is hit or some other contingency arises. 

A two-man entry does not necessari¬ 
ly mean only two men will be making 
entry into an entire building. It refers to 
two men making entry as a team . When 
assaulting a large building, several points 
of entry may be used with a variable 
number of men at each point 

In a two-man entry, the team 
approaches the door via a route which 
will prevent them from being seen by 
anyone inside. One man is positioned 
on either side of the door. We will refer 
to them as the “hinge-side” man and 
the “knob-side” man. The man on the 
side of the door with hinges will be the 
first man through the doorway. On 
command, or when everyone is in 
position and ready to go, the knob-side 

Continued on page 90 


In a team entry, men enter in line, 
and each man peels off in order to 
secure his area of responsibility. 




TIGER STRIPE 
PRODUCTS 


To order write or call: 

TIBER STRIPE PRODUCTS 

1720 WEST PARK CENTER DR. 
ST. LOUIS, MO 63026 
(314)343-8284 


TERMS: Please add $3.95 for shipping and handling. Shipped UPS. 
VISA, MC, MO or personal check held 10 days or COD ($2.50). 
Missouri residents add 5.725% tax. International orders - If order 
totals ($0-35) include $8.00, (36-90) 11.00, (91-170) 15.00. Pay¬ 
ment must be U.S. funds. Sorry no COD'S. 


VIETNAM VETERANS will recognize this TIGER STRIPE 
camouflage as the type worn by ELITE MILITARY UNITS 
during the war. 

Our copyrighted pattern has been proven highly effective due to 
its superior ability in breaking up your body silhouette at dis¬ 
tances of 35 meters or more. This avoids the 'blobbing" 
effect known to happen with most other camouflage. 

Both the jacket and pants, patterned after the original 
style, are cut to fit like an issue B.D.U. All garments 
are assembled by government contractors to exacting 
military specs, and are made from pre-shrunk 100% 
cotton to keep you cool, comfortable and quiet . 


#6TJH • JUMBLE HAT - $14.95 u. Includes two inch brim, screen vents 
and a chin string with leather draw tab. 

tffiTPH - PATROL HAT - Sf 2.95 ea. Includes a hidden pocket in crown top. 

#GTB - BERET - $11.95 ea. Classic styling with adjustable string inside head- 
band for that custom fit. 

HAT SIZES: S(7) M(7 %) L(7 %) XL(7 %) 


«CTJ • JACKET - $34.95 ta. Includes two cargo chest pockets, one accessory 
sleeve pocket for field dressing or compass, double button cuffs with 
gusset and a square cut tail to allow for wear outside of trousers. 

CHEST: XS(29-33) S(33-37) M(37-41) L(41-45) XL(45-59) 


#GTP • PANTS - $34.95 ea. Six pocket design with one acc. leg pocket, 
button fly and waist adjusting tabs. All sizes have a 35” inseam ex¬ 
cept XS which has a 33” inseam. 

WAIST: XS(23-27) S(27-31) M(31-35) L(35-39) XL(39-43) 



KEEP CONFIDENTIAL 
RECORDINGS CONFIDENTIAL 

Now, for the first time, advanced electronic scrambling and 
encoding recording equipment is available to the non¬ 
government market... at very attractive consumer prices. 


■ Prevent unauthorized parties 
from understanding sensitive 
tapes and other recorded infor¬ 
mation 

■ Store or mail confidential record¬ 
ings in scrambled form ... for 
utmost security of proprietary 
business and strategic plans, 
recorded phone conversations, 
meetings discussions, etc. 


making the recording. (Over one million codes 
are possible.) 

The system is complete with audio cassette 
recorder, unidirectional microphone, and lis¬ 
tening headset. Accessories available, at 
additional cost, include wireless microphone 
pickups, telephone pickups, conference 
omni-directional microphone, additional ex¬ 
clusive electronic keys, remote speakers, and 
cassette tape mailers. 

fl Send (ree catalog of electronic scrambling & 
encoding recording equipment 


The Model 5000C offers a simple, but de¬ 
pendable method of ensuring the security of 
your voice recordings. With Model 50Q0C, 
your recording is made on a standard audio 
cassette but in an unintelligible form Decod¬ 
ing the recording into understandable audio 
is accomplished ONLY by inserting the cor¬ 
rect removable electronic key of the system 
AND by then typing in the five character code 
you selected on the system’s key pad when 


Name__ 

Address ___ _ 

Apt. No_______ 

City, State, Zip______ 

Mail to: ENCRYPTION PRODUCTS CO. 
Building 8, 900 Middlesex Turnpike 
Billerica, MA 01821 
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SOF EDGED WEAPONS 




PRACTICALLY 


by Chuck Karwan 


A NY discussion of combat knives should 
.include the many different types of 
knives used by military personnel. There 
are bayonets, machetes, parachute knives, 
utility folders, “fighting knives” and 
others. What I’ll discuss here are the cate¬ 
gories or types of combat knives, their char¬ 
acteristics, and their relative strengths and 
weaknesses. 

I use the term combat knife to include 
those knives carried by military personnel 
which combine the functions of a weapon 
and a tool. Sometimes also called “fighting 
knives” or “field knives,” the military 
combat knife has three basic functions: as a 
silent killing weapon, as an emergency 
weapon, and as a tool. It is to a large degree 


PRACTICAL ANALYSIS 

Chuck Karwan’s comments on com¬ 
bat knives represent the carefully formed 
views of a user. Karwin served in Viet¬ 
nam with the 1st Cavalry Division (Air¬ 
mobile), 5th Infantry Division (Mecha¬ 
nized) and the 10th and 5th Special 
Forces Groups. Author of more than 100 
articles, Karwan is a monthly columnist 
for Gun World and Shooting Industry 
magazines, and a frequent contributor to 
SOF. He is a graduate of West Point, 
Ranger School, Panama’s JOTC, air¬ 
borne and jumpmaster school, and the 
Special Forces Officer’s Course. 


LETHAL 

Grunt’s Guide to Combat Knives 

The U.S. Army Mark I trench knife of 
World War I was the first true dagger-type 
combat knife issued to U.S. forces. It 
featured a sharp, pointed, double-edged 
blade and integral brass knuckles — an 
atypical but useful feature for fighting in 
the trenches. Photo: Chuck Karwan 

the relative emphasis that the soldier places 
on these three functions that will dictate 
what type of combat knife is his best person¬ 
al choice. 

In general, combat knives can be broken 
down into three broad categories. The first 
of these is the dagger type. These are typi¬ 
cally straight, double-edged or nearly dou¬ 
ble-edged knives designed primarily as 
stabbing weapons. Usual blade length is 6-8 
inches. Good examples of military issue 
combat knives in this category are the Fair- 
bairn British Commando knife and the U.S. 
Case V-42 of First Special Service Force 
fame. Excellent commercial production ex¬ 
amples include the Gerber Mark n, Guar¬ 
dian II, and TAC II, as well as the A1 Mar 
Phantom and Apple gate-Fairbaim. In the 
world of handmade or custom knives, top 
examples include the Randall Number 2 and 
the Applegate-Fairbaim made by Bill Harsey. 
The dagger variety of combat knife is at 



BELOW: Three classic choppers, from top 
to bottom: a World War II-issue Gurkha 
Kukri, a Ruana Bowie knife, and the U.S. 
M1917 Bolo. Photo: Chuck Karwan 



its best as a stabbing weapon. A good dag¬ 
ger will slip into flesh with frightening ease. 
Indeed, they can even penetrate bone, such 
as ribs, with only a little extra effort. Some 
authorities would have you believe that this 
type knife is no good for slashing cuts. That 
is complete nonsense. When properly shar¬ 
pened, a good dagger can slash a limb to the 
bone with ease and slash a throat with the 
best. Daggers as a group are light knives, 
and consequently fast. But, they do not have 
the weight for chopping and are not as use¬ 
ful in the utility tool role as are other varie¬ 
ties. However, for silent killing and as 
emergency weapons they are superb. 

The second general category of combat 
knife is the general purpose knife. Like the 
daggers, these typically run about 6-8 inch¬ 
es in blade length. Unlike the daggers, they 
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are predominantly single-edged knives, 
although the back may be partially shar¬ 
pened on some. The major difference is in 
the blade shape, which is generally wider 
and offers a substantial amount of curve or 
belly. The vast majority of the general pur¬ 
pose combat knives are shaped along the 
lines of a small- to medium-sized, clipped- 
point Bowie knife, although some are 
straight backed or even have upswept 
points. In general, they are not quite as 
effective a stabbing weapon as daggers 
although they can be, thanks to the curved 
edge, a more effective slashing weapon. 
They do not have enough weight to be very 
effective at chopping — either as a tool or as 
a weapon. 

The claim to fame of the general purpose 
combat knife is that thanks to its blade shape 
it is a far better utility tool than the dagger. 
The simple fact is that the typical soldier 
will use his knife thousands of times as a 
tool and rarely, if at all, as a weapon. For 
this reason it makes sense for most troops to 
select a personal combat knife which can be 
an excellent tool, while at the same time 
retaining good effectiveness as a killing in¬ 
strument. Excellent issue examples include 
the U.S. Navy Mark II or Marine Fighting- 
Utility Knife (Ka-Bar), the World War II 
U.S. Cattaraugus 225Q Commando Knife, 
and the British MOD Jungle Survival Knife. 
Some top commercial examples include the 
Gerber BMF and LMF, the Buck Special, 
the A1 Mar SERE fixed blade series, and the 
Cold Steel Master Tanto. Among the cus¬ 
tom or handmade variety, superb examples 
include the Randall Numbers 1 and 14, the 
Somberger “In Country, ” and the Terzuola 
Ml8 Combatmaster, to name a few. The 
new Phrobis M9 bayonet recently adopted 
by the U.S. Army also fits into this category 
when it is being used in its knife role. 

The third and last category of combat 
knife is what I call the choppers. These are 
large knives with heavy blades running 9-12 
inches with a weight-forward balance. They 
are not to be confused with machetes, which 
have relatively thin, light blades. 

The chopper combat knife comes in a 
wide variety of blade shapes. The category 
includes the large Bowies, yet also such 
diverse patterns as the Gurkha Kukri. Their 
common characteristic is having enough 


ABOVE: A study in contrasts in two top 
quality knives. The Randall Number 1 
Fighting Knife (top) is in stark contrast to 
the Finnish military puuko on the bottom. 
The large double-logged crossguard on this 
Randall is of dubious purpose on a combat 
knife. A short, single guard or no guard is 
less apt to get in the way. Photo: Chuck 
Karwan 



ABOVE: These two World War II military 
issue combat knives represent the best of 
the breed for their time. Top is Case 337Q, 
bottom is Cattaraugus 225Q. Simple and 
effective weapons and excellent tools, 
neither have nor need features for knife 
dueling. Photo: Chuck Karwan 

weight and length to serve as efficient chop¬ 
ping tools as well as weapons. They are just 
as useful for chopping vines as for chopping 
heads and thus can eliminate the necessity 
of carrying a machete. As weapons, the 
choppers generally have the capability of 
actually severing a human limb with one 
swipe. They are also the best of three types 
for use as an emergency digging tools. In 
general, they are poor stabbing weapons, 
though there are exceptions. Many are also 
poor slashers, but that is usually a function 
of the blade grind rather than blade shape. 
Some, like the better Bowies and the new 
Applegate-Fairbaim Combat Smatchet, are 
fully capable of being effective at stabbing, 
slashing, and chopping. 

In general, they are less than efficient at 
the smaller utility tasks. Because of this, 
soldiers who carry a chopper generally also 
carry a small utility folder or fixed-blade 
knife as well. A chopper’s major advantage 
is that it can make short work of many field 
tasks which would be difficult with a smal¬ 



A1 Mar’s rendition of the Applegate- 
Fairbairn fighting knife is an excellent 
example of a commercial combat knife of 
the dagger type. Photo: courtesy A1 Mar 
Knives 

ler knife, yet they are awesome weapons in 
close encounters of the worst kind. Their 
major drawback is that they are heavy and 
bulky. Some military issue examples in¬ 
clude the U.S. M1917 Bolo, the Gurkha 
Kukri, and the OSS Smatchet. Impressive 
commercial examples include the Cold 
Steel Trail Master Bowie, the Blackjack 
Knives Marauder Mk 1, the awesome new 
Cold Steel Kukri and the Gerber/Cutlery 
Shoppe Predator. Some exceptional hand¬ 
made or custom versions include the larger 
Ruana and Randall Bowies, the Applegate- 
Fairbaim Combat Smatchet made by Bill 
Harsey, and the Darn Do Chinese-style 
fighting knife by Bob Lum. 

Undoubtedly, when one tries to classify 
all combat knives into just three categories 
there will be a few that either overlap or do 
not quite fit in any category. An example 
would be a heavy-bladed Bowie of about 8 
inches, which could be a general purpose 
knife or a chopper. The U.S. M3 fighting 
knife is dagger shaped, but the blade back is 
only shaipened part way. I would call it a 
dagger type, though some would put it in the 
general purpose category. I find it useful to use 
these three categories, because they each have 
distinct advantages and applications. 

There is a tendency in some circles- to 
endorse one single type, such as a 9-inch„ 
Bowie, to the exclusion of all others. This 
belies the usefulness of the other varieties. It 
also ignores the fact that different troops 
need different knives, because they operate 
in different situations and have different 
missions. For example, elite units who are 
conducting night raids, prisoner snatches, 
or long range recon often favor the dagger- 
type combat knife. For them, the utility 
applications of the knife are far secondary to 
its capability as a weapon for silent killin g. 
On the other hand, a soldier in a convention¬ 
al infantry unit will rarely have need of a 
knife as a weapon. For him, a knife that is 
more useful as a tool holds a lot of appeal. 

Continued on page 95 
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Muj Combined Force 
Victory Fuels Soviet Retreat 


Text & Photos by Mike Winchester 



HANDS-ON REPORTAGE 

Based in Bangkok, Thailand, Mike 
Winchester travels the globe to deliver 
firsthand sitreps from many of the 
world’s forgotten wars. His most recent 
stories in Soldier of Fortune have cov¬ 
ered resistance groups in Burma and 


political intrigue in Pakistan, the last 
being *‘Probing Peshawar” in our June 
’87 issue. 

Author Mike Winchester (center) with 
mujahideen companions in Panjshir Valley, 
Afghanistan. 



Muj commander Ahmad Shah Massoud (in 
green down jacket) on heights above Koran 
Valley making radio contact with assault 
forces below. Massoud is one of most 
famous mujahideen leaders known to 
Westerners and is public enemy number one 
to Soviets and DR A army. 


[Editor's note: As we go to print , events are 
unfolding rapidly in Afghanistan. Mujahi¬ 
deen forces are conducting major attacks 
against DRA army garrisons, while the 
Soviets continue to withdraw their military 
forces to the north. 

This article provides a backdrop for 
understanding how the mujahideen have 
been able to successfully mount major con¬ 
ventional military assaults against heavily 
fortified, gunned , and manned positions — 
a feat unheard of only a few years ago.] 


T HE capture of Koran was among the 
earliest major helibome assault opera¬ 
tions of the war in Afghanistan and was 
carried out with the precision of a well- 
planned training exercise. In the post-dawn 
cool of a mid-May morning in 1982, before 
the sun had turned the sky to a harsh steel- 
blue sheet of Afghan summer, Soviet Mi-8 
Hip assault gunships and lumbering Mi-6 
Hook transports of the Kunduz-based 
181st Helicopter Regiment were thump¬ 
ing southward. 

Behind them, already lost in the folds of 
the parched hills of Badakhshan, lay the 
Afghan army’s forward operational base at 
Faizabad, capital of this northeastern pro¬ 
vince. To their left and east, still dark in 
shadows cast by the rising sun, air crews 
stared out at the towering 16,000-foot peaks 
separating them from the Wakhan corridor 
and the snowscape of the Pamirs beyond — 
the land called the “Roof of the World.” To 
their forward right (southwest) rose layer 
upon layer of mountains, the main spine of 
the Hindu Kush, a fantastic jumble of snow¬ 
capped peaks tinged pink in the dawn light. 
Directly below was the Afghan army-held 
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town of Juim, then the deep trench of the 
Yamgan. And, at the end of the Yamgan, 
now less than 90 klicks away and closing 
fast, was their own target: the remote, twin 
valleys of Koran and Monjan. 

The success of the Soviet assault was due 
to two simple factors: total surprise and total 
mujahideen disorganization. In the wide, 
stony valley of Koran, troops of the air 
assault battalion met no resistance on land¬ 
ing and subsequently had only a brief ex¬ 
change of fire with a few dushman [enemy] 
from the nearby village of Razer. And they 
took to the hills quick enough. 

The real fighting was expected in neigh¬ 
boring Monjan. where the mujahideen of 
the Peshawar-based Jamiat~i-Islami [Isla¬ 
mic Society) commanded by Guldad Khan, 
had been preparing defensive positions 
since early 1981, But as the Soviets fanned 
out from their LZs against the main guerrilla 
stronghold in the village of Shahran, they 
met resistance that registered between fee¬ 
ble and nonexistent. In an episode that still 
causes red faces in Jamiaf s Peshawar offi¬ 
ces, the mujahideen fled in panic almost 
before the last Soviet choppers had touched 
down. They left behind large caches of new 
weapons and ammunition and some of the 
most vital real estate in northern Afghanistan. 

No great grasp of strategy is required to 
see the importance of Koran and Monjan to 
resistance forces in northern Afghanistan. 
At the beginning of the war, two key logis¬ 
tics trails linked mujahideen sanctuaries and 
supply dumps in northern Pakistan to the 
sprawling Afghan province of Badakhshan, 
gateway to the northeast and the Panjshir 
Valley. One, the Tupkhanah Pass, had been 
blocked off by regime forces in 1980. So by 
1981 the vast bulk of supplies reaching the 
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Small arms instruction at Takhar training 
base. Weapons shown are Chinese Type 
56-1 (folding stock) assault rifles. 

northeastern resistance was being funnelled 
through the other. Crossing two major pas¬ 
ses, the route was physically tough on both 
men and pack animals. But unlike supply 
trails passing close to Soviet posts near 
Kabul, it was safe and it was quick. It de¬ 
bouched into Badakhshan through Koran 
and Monjan. 

The May 1982 loss of the twin valleys 
was felt most immediately in the Panjshir. A 
thorn in Kabul’s side since 1979, the 
strategic valley northeast of Aghanistan’s 
capital was by 1982 a major focus of regime 
and Soviet concern. Close to the Salang 
Highway, Moscow’s jugular linking Kabul 
to the Soviet border, the Panjshir was 
emerging as an increasingly well-organized 
focus of resistance under a former engineer¬ 
ing student called Ahmad Shah Massoud. 
Between 1980 and 1981 the valley had been 
targeted for four major offensives, none of 
which had achieved much beyond sup¬ 
plying the local resistance with new Soviet 
weaponry. In 1982, two more combined- 
arms assaults in volving Soviet frontal avia¬ 
tion, motor-rifle ground forces and heli- 
bome air-assault units were launched. The 
first came in May, coinciding with the 
Koran operation; the second, bigger still, in 
August. It was at this critical juncture that 
incompetence and cowardice at Koran cost 
the embattled Panjshir its most vital logis¬ 
tics lifeline to Pakistan. 

Even before the August offensive, Mas¬ 
soud was already reflecting on retaking 
Koran. But paradoxically his main concern 


was getting out of the Panjshir itself. As a 
meat grinder for Soviet ground forces, the 
narrow 100 kilometer-long valley had 
achieved a murderous fame. But as a guer¬ 
rilla base area suitable for organizing and 
training, its value was fast diminishing as 
Soviet attacks became more frequent. Mas¬ 
soud was driven by the conviction that in 
order to survive and expand in the context of 
a protracted war, it was crucial to build a 
wider politico-military organization 
reaching well beyond the Panjshir. The key 
was to develop a number of self-sustaining 

AK-toting muj of Central Forces unit 
receives mine-clearing instruction. With 
much of Afghanistan blanketed with land 
mines, such skills will be necessary long 
after a Soviet withdrawal. 








but interlinked guerrilla bases where mili¬ 
tary and civil organization could progress. 
To remain trapped in the Panjshir was, in 
effect, slow-motion suicide. 

Mounting Soviet pressure coupled with 
the need to break loose from the one-valley 
war pushed the Panjshiri leadership into 
their biggest gamble of the war— accepting 
a Soviet cease-fire offer that came in De¬ 
cember 1982. For the Soviets, the advan¬ 
tages of the deal were obvious. At a stroke 
they could neutralize a perennial threat 
which had already cost them heavy casual¬ 
ties, and transfer units to the Pakistan bor¬ 
der. The political angle was just as impor¬ 
tant since the cease-fire furthered a policy of 
fragmenting the resistance, aggravating old 
tensions in its ranks and sowing new doubts. 

At that level, the Soviet 40th Army com¬ 
mand in Kabul undoubtedly succeeded. 
Massoud’s rivals and critics — many con¬ 
ducting the war from the comfort of newly 
purchased villas in Peshawar — closed in 
like hungry wolves. The smear campaign 
that followed was virulent even by Afghan 
standards. Before long “reports” were cir¬ 
culating that the Panjshiri commander had 
been feted by communist dignitaries in lead¬ 
ing hotels in Kabul. As one of Massoud’s 
lieutenants later told this correspondent, 
“We were under tremendous psychological 
pressure to end the truce from both friends 
and critics. In the end we got to wondering 
which was better — the cease fire or being 
bombarded.” 

But the year’s breathing space was not 
wasted. Setting up logistics and resupply 
routes was a major priority, and with Koran 
still in regime hands, efforts were made to 
upgrade new trails across the wild moun¬ 
tains of Nuristan to the east of the Panjshir. 
Mobile forces from the valley launched an 
expedition to secure the neighboring valley 
of Andarab. And Massoud himself traveled 
north to Badakhshan to firm up links with 
other Jamiat commanders. 

In December 1983 a key meeting of 


Central Forces troops depart staging area 
for attack at Koran. Muj in foreground 
carries RPG-7. 

Jamiat commanders from across the north¬ 
east was held in Ishkamish District of 
Takhar Province. The conference brought 
together many of the big guns of the north¬ 
eastern resistance, including Massoud; Isla- 
muddin and Sayyid Ikrumuddin (both from 
Ishkamish); Abdul Haiy from Nahrin in 
Baghlan Province; Foroul from Andarab; 
Abdul Rahim Khan of Khost-o-Fering; and 
Arianpour from the valley of Keshem in 
southern Badakhshan. Established as a re¬ 
sult of the talks was an umbrella alliance 
called the Supervisory Council of the North, 
better known simply as the Shura , or coun¬ 
cil. Within this consultative framework be¬ 
gan the slow work of building up base areas 
across the rugged flanks of the Hindu Kush. 

The truce ended abruptly in April 1984 
with the seventh SovietyDR A offensive into 
the Panjshir, the biggest single operation 
launched since the Christmas 1979 invasion 
itself. Forewarned, the mujahideen and the 
civil population had mostly already left the 
valley and the communists were able to 
establish five garrison enclaves along the 
lower reaches of the Panjshir. In June, 
around the time Newsweek was reporting 
Babrak Karmal’s claims of a “return to 
normalcy,” resistance fighters filtered 
back, and for the rest of the year fighting 
flared continuously, punctuated by another 
major Soviet offensive in September. By 
year’s end things were indeed “normal” 
again; communist forces were taking 
casualties and on the defensive the length of 
the valley. 

The battle for the Panjshir continued 
through 1985, a grueling war of attrition for 
both sides. As the muj saw it, communist 
objectives were threefold: first, to exhaust 
the resistance; second, to move civilians 
from Kabul back into the valley and foster 
that elusive “normalcy”; and third, to 


block Massoud in his efforts to extend the 
war north. For the guerrillas themselves, 
now fighting without a civilian support 
base, often hungry and with morale ebbing, 
the goals were simple enough — frustrate 
communist objectives and relentlessly raise 
the cost of occupation of the valley. 

The turning point came in May that year. 
Pushgur, the Afghan army’s most exposed 
garrison, cut off and under continuous 
pressure, finally fell. Four hundred prison¬ 
ers and large stocks of arms and ammunition 
fell into resistance hands. The base was 
swiftly reoccupied by Soviet commandos, 
unopposed by the muj. But the writing was 
very clearly on the wall: the Panjshir was 
going to cost and cost a lot. (The DRA 
Pushgur garrison finally conceded defeat 
and abandoned the base in the face of unre¬ 
mitting pressure in September 1987.) 

In December 1985 came a turning point 
of another kind. Massoud and a group of 
hardcore Panjshiri muj finally left the valley 
and moved north to the Ursaj region. Cen¬ 
tral to much of the northeast, Ursaj had been 
free since the beginning of the war and gave 
on to the long Farkhar Valley running down 
the northern flank of the Hindu Kush. It 
made an excellent base for regional organi¬ 
zational work. 

Almost inevitably, the move from the 
Panjshir was interpreted in Peshawar and by 
many of the Western press corps in Delhi as 
a reflection of Massoud’s final defeat and 
flight. But as he put it to SOF last year, 
“That analysis was really a long way from the 
truth. Leaving the Panjshir was based on a 
constructive plan that went back a long way. ” 

Massoud remained based in Ursaj for a 
year, organizing Shura forces and laying 
plans. His analysis of the war was of a 
protracted conflict falling into four broad 
stages: 1) the setting up of pockets of guer¬ 
rilla resistance, a process which had begun 
well before the Soviet invasion and was 
largely completed within the first few 
months after it; 2) a period of strategic de¬ 
fensive; 3) a period of strategic offensive; 


Central Forces radioman at Koran. 



34 SOLDIER OP FORTUNE 


and 4) a brief and climactic final offensive 
coinciding with popular uprisings within 
communist-held urban areas. 

Massoud’s analysis drew to some extent 
on Chinese and Vietnamese guerrilla 
strategies which had proved highly success¬ 
ful in the 1940s and ’50s. And while culture 
and geography were continents apart, the 
Afghan and East Asian situations were not 
entirely dissimilar. The mujahideen, like 
the guerrillas of the Chinese and Viet¬ 
namese communist parties, were a rurally 
based movement, enjoying wide peasant 
support, pitted against a conventionally su¬ 
perior foreign enemy controlling urban cen¬ 
ters and trying to hold open lines of com¬ 
munication between them. For all the differ¬ 
ence, it was still a war of countryside 
against city. 

By early 1986, Panjshiri resistance lead¬ 
ers saw the war as already well into the 
longest and most testing period, stage two. 
The overall balance of forces was still clear¬ 
ly in favor of the communists. On the side of 
the resistance, fractured by race, tribe, reli¬ 
gion and politics, the stress was necessarily 
on organizational work, building up a politi¬ 
co-military' infrastructure that would be able 
to withstand the pressures of the long haul. 

In the northeast, as just about everywhere 
else, the most immediate task was military' 


Soviet and DR A army forces’ presence in 
northeastern Afghanistan has been 
substantially rolled back since 1986, 
indicating the changing tide of battle as 
mujahideen gain organizational and tactical 
sophistication. 



AFGHAN ELITE: 
MUJ CENTRAL FORCES 

First formed in early 1985, the Coun¬ 
cil of the North’s Central Forces (CF) 
today number several hundred men and 
spearhead all major operations in north¬ 
east Afghanistan. Set up as a training 
pool for junior leaders, the CF constitute 
a military and religious mujahideen 
elite. The Knights Templar of the Cru¬ 
sades would probably be about the 
closest equivalent you could find in the 
Western military tradition. 

In sharp distinction to mujahideen 
anywhere else in the country, volunteers 
for central units go through a selection 
process before being accepted for train¬ 
ing. Applicants require character and re¬ 
ligious references from their previous 
commander, combat experience, a high 
standard of physical fitness, and — 
something unheard of in most muj 
groups — functional literacy. Early in¬ 
takes tended to lean heavily on Panjshiri 
guerrillas, probably the most combat- 
tested in the north, and men whose edu¬ 
cational standards are often higher than 
elsewhere. Even today. Panjshiri make 
up some 25-30 percent of any given unit. 


Basic training in 25-man units takes 
one month in one of three special train¬ 
ing camps set up in 1986 in the back- 
woods of the high Hindu Kush. The 
stress is on basic fieldcraft, small-arms 
training, heavy-weapons instruction, 
and additional specialized courses are 
given in map reading, mine detection 
and clearing, and demolition. With com¬ 
munist mines probably the single biggest 
cause of mujahideen casualties today, 
the mine detection/clearing classes are 
heavily attended. 

In terms of sheer training hours, 
“ideological training” is almost as im¬ 
portant as military instruction. Prayers 
five times a day go without saying 
among the muj. This training involves 
additional study of the Muslim holy 
book, the Koran, lectures in Islamic 
theology and history, and the Hadith, 
traditions from the life of the Prophet 
Mohammed. There are also courses on 
modem Afghan history, current affairs 
and, on the know-your-enemy principle, 
communism. Implicit in all this is a 
highly political message; The ideal mu- 
jahid is fighting to serve the people of 
Afghanistan and set a religious example , 
rather than just shoot up communist 
posts and live off villagers for free (an 


attitude that is dangerously widespread 
among many muj groups). 

Also unusual in the Afghan context is 
that every Central Force’s unit, in train¬ 
ing and the field, is composed of volun¬ 
teers from a range of provinces rather 
than — as is typical — from a single 
village or valley. The mixed geographic 
composition is aimed at breaking down 
deeply ingrained localism and narrow 
loyalties to valley or tribe that have 
underlain much of the mutual suspicion 
and hostility within the resistance camp. 

On completion of basic training, units 
are put through additional courses in 
their own specialization: infantry 
assault, heavy weapons, or antiaircraft. 
From then on, a unit moves between 
operations in the field and refresher 
training courses in a symbiotic interac¬ 
tion between theory and practice. On 
occasion, an experienced CF unit may 
spend time at a base camp training other 
muj groups. 

The basic CF unit still operates at pla¬ 
toon level, 25-30 men, depending on its 
particular specialization. Smaller CF 
teams attached to Massoud's mobile 
command are specialists in radio com¬ 
munications, explosives and demolition 
and cartography. 
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organization. For Massoud and his lieuten¬ 
ants, that invoJved three distinct but over¬ 
lapping objectives: first, streamlining effec¬ 
tive, coordinated fighting units from the 
various scattered commands under the 
Shura’s umbrella; second, building a 
trained, disciplined and motivated cadre of 
junior leaders intended to serve as the back¬ 
bone for future expansion; and third, but not 
least, strengthening command and control 
across the most rugged region of Afghani¬ 
stan where a communications infrastructure 
was virtually nonexistent. 

Translated into practical terms, stream¬ 
lining muj commands meant extending 
across the northeast generally by a system of 
tiered guerrilla organization first developed 
in the Panjshir between 1980 and 1983. 
Unique to the Afghan guerrilla experience, 
it’s worth looking at in some detail. 

At the highest level, Shura territory was 
divided up into its component base areas 
( paygah ). Usually large valleys with popula¬ 


tions of anywhere between 50,000-100,000, 
these are areas where Jamiat is well- 
entrenched and relatively well-organized. 
Each guerrilla base area is headed by a politi¬ 
co-military supremo called an amir. 

Below that, each base is subdivided into 
garrison (qaragah) areas, with on average 
10-20 standing mujahideen garrisons in any 
given base area. Each garrison is responsible 
for the defense and organization of a number 
of villages within its AO and the standing 
garrison force is often found in the most 
important of these villages. In theory the 
system thus reaches from village level up to 
regional level, and in this respect alone is 
unlike anything to be found elsewhere in 
Afghanistan. 

Corresponding to the territorial divisions 
is a pyramid-shaped structure of military 
organization. At its broad village base, in 
areas generally well away from combat 
zones, are to be found so-called “security 
groups” (gruh-e-amniati). In effect, these 


units are a type of home-guard militia made 
up of youths, older men and farming men 
serving part time. Fulfilling a basically 
police-cum-security role, they are armed 
correspondingly with mostly old weapons. 

Main local combat forces are called 
“strike groups” ( grvh-ye-zarbati ). Based in 
a local garrison, with either one or two 
groups for each garrison area, the strike units 
tend to vary in size from an overstrength 
platoon of 30-50 men to a small half¬ 
company. Their primary role is the defense 
of their own garrison area. Units are general¬ 
ly armed with Soviet AKMs, Chinese Type 
56 assault rifles, RPGs, and in some areas 
where fighting with regime and Soviet forces 
is frequent, with a range of heavy weapons: 
mortars, recoilless rifles, ground-to-ground 
107mm rockets, etc. 

Until recently, at the apex of the organi¬ 
zational pyramid have been “mobile 
groups” ( gruh-ye-mohtarek ). Coming 
under the direct command of the amir of 
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each base area, mobile forces are dedicated 
primarily for a wide-ranging role, offensive 
or defensive as circumstances dictate, with¬ 
in the limits of the base. Made up of guerril¬ 
las with combat experience, mostly gradu¬ 
ated from strike groups, these units are 
highly mobile and lightly armed. AK-74s, 
AKMs, RPGs, RPK light machine guns are 
favorite weapons. Where necessary, a 
mobile group can borrow heavier weapons 
from a strike group in any given AO. The 
stress in training and in ops is on moving 
fast and hitting hard. 

Building a cadre of junior officers and the 
equivalent of NCOs has necessitated adding 
one more layer to the top of the pyramid in 
the form of “central units” ( qattah-e - 
markazi). As their name suggests, these fall 
under the operational command of the 
Shura’s center rather than that of any base 
area; effectively that means under Mas¬ 
soud’s own command in his capacity as 
Shura chairman. Based on a hard core of 


Lines of assault during mujahideen attacks 
on DR A strongholds in Koran Valley, 29 
October 1987. 


Panjshiri mujahideen, today’s central units 
are carefully recruited, and trained both 
militarily and ideologically before being di¬ 
vided into three basic specialties: infantry, 
heavy weapons and antiaircraft units. Serv¬ 
ing both as an operational strike force and at 
the same time as a training pool for junior 
leaders, these units constitute probably the 
only real mujahideen elite in Afghanistan. 

If the divisions are clear enough on paper, 
the realities of warfare in Afghanistan make 
for plenty of flexibility. Experienced strike 
groups can and frequently are deployed in 
operations well beyond their static garrison 
role. Similarly, mobile groups are often 
used for assaults or ambushes days march 
away from their home base areas. In a war 
moving rapidly to the offensive, operational 
requirements take priority over local divi¬ 
sions and loyalties. 

The third leg of Massoud’s military 
build-up was improving the Shura’s com¬ 
mand and control system. Up to a point, that 
depended simply on increased contacts with 
other major Jamiat commanders in the re¬ 
gion, men like Arianpour of Keshem, 
Abdul Haiy of Nahrin, Najmuddin of War- 
dooj. And compared to the first years of the 
war, face-to-face meetings and conferences 
involving numerous commanders are today 
commonplace. But probably more impor¬ 
tant, and little noticed outside the northeast, 
has been the quiet setting up of a radio 
communications network capable of both 
coordinating muj operations across a wide 
swath of territory and monitoring regime 
radio traffic. Established with some help 
from friends of Jamiat abroad, this network 
has proved crucial in centralizing resistance 
activities in northern Afghanistan. 

Alongside the work of military reorga¬ 
nization, the Shura has also focused on the 
need to mobilize the civilian population and 
build up a civil infrastructure including a 
basic administration, an education system, 
and rudimentary medical facilities. To say 
that civil and political organization in liber¬ 
ated areas has not been one of the strong 
points of the Afghan resistance probably 
counts as one of the understatements of the 
past decade. But as commanders in the 
northern Shura have come to recognize, that 
weakness will inevitably take a toll on the 
resistance, particularly as the regime finess¬ 
es its own political pitch, promising free¬ 
dom of worship, a multiparty political 
setup, and guarantees for private enterprise. 
In classic East Asian guerrilla fashion, the 
stress in Shura areas is on actively involving 
the civil population in the war effort and 
behind the goals of the jihad, not just 
squeezing it for taxes and free food. 

In the three years from 1985 to 1987, a 
watershed change occured in the northeast. 
By the end of last year it was apparent to 
even the most casual observer that resist¬ 


ance organization had progressed so far as 
to be irreversible. Short of introducing 
another half-million men or tactical nukes, 
Moscow had lost the game. The Hindu Kush 
was covered with simply too many well- 
entrenched base areas to subdue with the re¬ 
sources available to the Soviet 40th Army. 

The military initiative was with Massoud 
throughout and was used mainly for clear¬ 
ing regime garrisons from the Shura’s 
mountain strongholds. These bases, usually 
forts close to former government offices, 
not only complicated muj communications 
and supply lines but also served as centers 
for regime intelligence operations: buying 
assets, gathering military intel and sowing 
differences between local commanders. 

That the targets were all “soft” Afghan 
army garrisons rather than Soviet bases was 
no accident. Massoud’s concern was mili¬ 
tary and political. Militarily, he wanted to 
use the operations as a means of testing out 
organizational techniques and command, 
control, and intelligence procedures. Effec¬ 
tively, he was taking the first tentative steps 
from purely hit-and-run, small-unit guerril¬ 
la tactics to mobile warfare; the concentra¬ 
tion of larger, semi-conventional forces 
from scattered areas for a conventional 
assault followed by rapid dispersal. In the 
classic theories of guerrilla warfare, the 
switch to mobile war comes in stage three, 
the strategic offensive. But as he explained 
to SOF, Massoud was interested in making 
trial runs within the strategic defensive 
period of the war. 

At the same time, he was also building up 
his stockpile of captured heavy weapons 
and ammunition. This was basic both in 
terms of a gradual shift to conventional en¬ 
gagements and also for his own operational 
independence vis-a-vis his other source of 
supply, Pakistan. Like many states provid¬ 
ing sanctuary to a guerrilla movement, 
Pakistan has not been averse to attempting 
to fine tune the war across the border 
through the leverage it can exert as the con¬ 
duit for foreign arms aid. In the southeastern 
border regions, that has not been too diffi¬ 
cult as a result of the dependency built up on 
quick resupply from across the Pak border. 

By contrast, Massoud has consistently 
declined to allow foreign military intelli¬ 
gence to run his war for him. The position 
has been firm from the beginning. While he 
is grateful for Pakistan for its unflagging 
support of the Afghan jihad, he is not ready 
to enter into deals with the Pak military that 
sacrifice his political and operational inde¬ 
pendence. Period. Needless to say, he has 
few fans among Pakistan’s Inter-Services 
Intelligence (ISI) chiefs. It is no coinci¬ 
dence that he remains one of the few major 
muj commanders never once to have visited 
Peshawar since 1979. 

At the political level, the assaults on re¬ 
gime garrisons were aimed simply at creat¬ 
ing an impression in the popular mind of an 
irresistible momentum of resistance vic¬ 
tory. The flipside was underlining the re¬ 
gime’s weakness and vulnerability. To this 
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KHAD — THE KGB’S 
MEAN LITTLE 
BROTHER 

Since the communist coup of 1978, 
Afghan security and intelligence has 
passed through several incarnations 
which have seen it expand to become 
probably the most brutal and blood¬ 
stained secret police force of any in the 
world — the KGB included. 

It began life under the radical Khalq 
[Masses] wing of the ruling People’s 
Democratic Party of Afghanistan 
(PDPA), as the Organization for the Pro¬ 
tection of the Interests of Afghanistan 
or, in its Pashto acronym, AGS A. Then, 
briefly in late 1979, under Khalqi 
strongman Hafizullah Amin, it was 
reorganized as the Workers’ Intelligence 
Bureau (KAM). But by far its longest 
incarnation, from 1980 to 1986, was as 
the State Information Services, or Khad. 

Following the Soviets’ December 
1979 invasion that murdered Amin and 
placed Babrak Karmal and the Parcham 
[Banner] wing of the PDPA in power, 
Khad was taken over by a Parchami with 
longstanding links to the KGB, Dr. Na- 
jibullah. Under his direction — and 
close KGB tutelage — it was purged of 
Khalqi elements, rapidly expanded, and 
thoroughly Sovietized. 

In 1985 the Soviets dumped Karmal 
and moved the tough Najibullah to head 
the still faction-plagued PDPA. Clear 
indication of how both he and Moscow 
saw Khad’s role came in January 1986, 
when the service was elevated to full 
cabinet status as the Ministry for State 
Security, or WAD, under Parcham 
loyalist Major General Gholam Faruq 
Yaqubi. But even today, it’s still widely 
known by its former acronym of Khad. 

Like its Soviet mentor, the KGB, 
Khad is divided into a hierarchy of de¬ 
partments and directorates. Its duties in¬ 
volve penetration and surveillance of 
other Kabul power centers such as the 
party, the army and other ministries; 
combatting the regime’s domestic oppo¬ 
sition; and intelligence and covert opera¬ 
tions abroad with an almost exclusive 
emphasis on Pakistan and Iran. Training 
in the Soviet Union or East Germany is 
now a standard requirement for all senior 
and mid-level operatives, and, according 
to mujahideen sources, even children in 
their early teens caught trying to infiltrate 
resistance groups have told of brief train¬ 
ing stints in Soviet Central Asia. 

Today, Khad’s preeminence in the 
strife-ridden communist administration 
is unchallenged. As one Afghan analyst 
monitoring events in Kabul puts it, “The 
only real institution the regime has suc¬ 
ceeded in organizing has been Khad.” 
With an estimated 60,000-70,000 em¬ 
ployees on its payroll and a further 


100,000 part-time informers and con¬ 
tacts, the secret police apparatus reaches 
into most areas of public and private life 
in zones controlled by the regime, not to 
mention areas under mujahideen control. 
Politically Khad wields far greater clout 
than either the Defense Ministry, con¬ 
trolling the defection-prone army, or the 
Interior Ministry, a Khalqi bastion which 
commands some 30,000 heavily armed 
sarandoi (military police). For its own 
employees, a nasty mixture of committed 
Marxist activists and urban riff-raff, it 
offers a range of attractive benefits, in¬ 
cluding high pay scales, exemption from 
army call-up and access to prostitutes, 
liquor and cars. 

Inevitably, much of Khad’s energy has 
been directed at infiltrating the Islamic re¬ 
sistance and the seven-party muj alliance 
based in Peshawar. That task has only been 
made easier by the massive social upheav¬ 
al caused by the movement of up to seven 
million refugees fleeing to Pakistan, Iran 
and other areas inside Afghanistan. 
Another growing priority has been the ter¬ 
rorist campaign of bombing aimed at 
Pakistan which since 1986 has 
mushroomed dramatically. 

Nonetheless, as the quiet war of infil¬ 
tration and subversion continues, the 
Afghan resistance is becoming better 
organized to deal with the threat and 
learning a new security consciousness. 
Some parties now have their own intelli¬ 
gence organizations, and better orga¬ 
nized field commanders —- such as 
Ahmad Shah Massoud—have their own 
agents working deep within Khad. 

But the biggest change in Khad in 
recent years has been its increasing mili¬ 
tarization. Like its big brother, it fields 
its own armed units that are well-trained, 
well-paid, and notably immune to the 
chronic unreliability and brittle morale 
plaguing the army. For a while (mainly 
1983-84), Khad troops proved effective 
as “counter-gangs,” dressing as mu¬ 
jahideen and sowing confusion among 
the rural population and already badly 
fragmented resistance factions. More re¬ 
cently (1985 onwards), the emphasis has 
shifted to ambushes of guerrilla arms 
caravans returning from Pakistan, with 
Khad men sometimes operating in con¬ 
junction with Soviet Spetsnaz units, 
more often independently. 

As a factor in the defense of the re¬ 
gime in its twilight days. Khad military 
units — perhaps 10,000-15,000 strong 
— and armed Khad activists will certain¬ 
ly play a leading role. As one Western 
analyst in Peshawar puts it, ‘ 'After Kabul 
these people have no place else to go. 
They’re not going to be coming out with 
their hands up.” Ultimately, for a politi¬ 
cally and morally bankrupt regime, that’s 
not going to alter the outcome. It will, 
however, make for a lot more blood on 
the carpet. Expect to hear more of Khad. 


extent, what Massoud could not afford were 
setbacks; he was playing to the gallery and 
the outcome of the show had to be all but 
guaranteed before the curtain went up. 

Two major ops were undertaken in 1986. 
In August, joint Shura forces captured Far- 
khar, a regime garrison on the northern 
slopes of the Kush in Takhar Province. 
Then in November, another Shura task 
force overran the Afghan army 20th Divi¬ 
sion’s HQ at Nahrin in a two-day battle. In 
1987, the follow-through came in July when 
an army base at Kalafgan on the Takhar- 
Badakhshan provincial border fell to a light¬ 
ning muj onslaught. In each case, surprise 
was total and resistance casualties light, 
ranging from 21 KIA at Nahrin to a mere two 
KIA at Kalafgan. In between the attacks, new 
units were being formed, training camps set 
up, and training programs for the rapidly ex¬ 
panding central forces got underway. 

By late summer of 1987 Massoud was 
plan ning to hit another base. The choice was 
now getting limited and lay basically be¬ 
tween Koran and Monjan in the east and 
Borkah, near Ishkamish, in the west of the 
Shura’s AO. In late August, Massoud 
targeted Koran and arranged for the word to 
get around that he was interested in Borkah. 

In most respects, the Koran operation 
was typical of Massoud’s style of warfare. 
For several weeks before the battle there 
was intensive intelligence gathering and 
meticulous planning. Intel sources included 
local villagers, army men from within the 
garrison, and video film and still blow ups 
taken from the heights above the base. On 
26 October, three days before the assault, 
the fruit of weeks of work was distilled into 
a large sandlot model of the target valley on 
which each enemy position, building and 
heavy-weapons emplacement was repre¬ 
sented in cardboard. With a senior defector 
on hand to answer quenies, a series of brief¬ 
ings was held for commanders and men in¬ 
volved in the operation. Made clear to each 
muj unit was its target; the number of enemy 
officers and men it could expect to be de¬ 
fending it; the sort of weapons they were 
equipped with; and the position’s weak 
points. Nothing, it seemed, was left to chance. 

As in earlier ops, the 550-man assault 
force was drawn from across a wide swath 
of the northeast. In addition to five central 
units, there were mobile and strike groups 
from Panjshir. Khost, Baghland Province, 
Nahrin, Ishkamish, Farkhar, Keshem and 
Warduj. Here in embryo were the makings 
of what was intended to be a truly national 
liberation army. 

But in several key respects, Koran was 
unlike anything the northeastern resistance 
had attempted before. On the plus side, this 
was the first major op under cover of Sting¬ 
ers. It speaks volumes for the politics of 
arms distribution in Afghanistan that only in 
October 1987 did the main center of organ¬ 
ized resistance in the north receive a vital 
weapons system that had already been in use 
in other parts of the country for one whole 
year. But by happy coincidence the first 
Stinger consignment reached Massoud in 
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time for Koran. Under these changed cir¬ 
cumstances, it was decided the assault 
should go in at first light rather than in the 
middle to late afternoon period favored in 
the days of quick reactive airstrikes. 

On the negative side, there was the posi¬ 
tion of Koran itself, a remote valley in an 
area of far lower than average population 
density. The result was a logistics night¬ 
mare moving up ammunition, weapons and 
supplies over extremely rugged terrain 
while at the same time trying to maintain 
operational security. Matters weren’t im¬ 
proved by a heavy fall of early snow in the 
first week of October which lasted two days 
and abruptly blocked passes along the 
approach routes to the valley. That left some 
units separated from any logistics support. 
At a stroke, this little disruption set the 
whole plan back by three weeks, thereby 
pissing off the small Western press contin¬ 
gent covering the action no little. There are 
plenty of better places to kill time than in a 
small village at 15,000 feet in the Hindu 
Kush amid 2-foot snowdrifts. 

The other complicating factor was the 
base itself. To block muj supply caravans 
moving along the valley floor, the garrison 
had built not simply one fort but an inter¬ 
locking pattern of defensive positions. The 
anchor was an army base manned by some 
70 men of the 3rd Battalion of the army’s 
24th Regiment, and backed by 120mm 
mountain mortars and 76mm howitzers. 
The base had two outposts: one called Dar- 
rah on the same side of the river running 
along the valley at its eastern end; the other, 
a far bigger affair across the river, atop an 
outcrop of rock that dominated the western 
end of the valley and the approach from the 
resistance’s forward staging point at the vil¬ 
lage of Eskazer. This spot, called Shahk, was 
defended by the 3rd Battalion’s 2nd Company 
and was to be source of much grief. 

Across the river from the army base was a 
heavily defended walled compound manned 
by a company of sarandoi , or DR A military 
police. Don’t be fooled by the word 
'‘police” — sarandoi are effectively infan¬ 
try troops, sometimes with their own armor. 


Wounded muj awaits medical assistance. 




DRA army POWs after battle at Koran. 

What differentiates them from the army is 
that they come under the control of the in¬ 
terior ministry rather than defense. At 
Koran they fielded their own outpost at a 
spot called Kalatak at the eastern end of the 
valley covering the approach road from the 
Soviet-held town of Zebak. 

Not far from the sarandoi compound was 
a complex of buildings that housed the local 
offices of WAD, the Ministry of State Secur¬ 
ity (far better known by its acronym Khad, 
the regime’s notorious secret police who to¬ 
day field their own military units). 

Finally, out of sight but not out of mind, 
were another 300-plus pro-regime militia in 
the neighboring valley of Monjan, While 
they couldn’t be excluded from the bigger 
picture, they were not expected to play a 
role in the critical battle for Koran itself. 

Present then were £ll four of the regime’s 
military props: army (Ministry of Defense), 
sarandoi (Ministry of Interior), Khad 
(Ministry of State Security), and militia 
(Ministry of Tribes and Nationalities). The 
mix was no accident. In Koran as elsewhere 
in Afghanistan, these various forces rein¬ 
force each other, but more important watch 
each other, and balance each other off, a 
reflection of the murderous political rival¬ 
ries endemic even in the twilight days of 
Afghan communism. In all, that made for 
seven separate positions, each to be 
approached by different infantry and sup¬ 
port units, along different trails, under cov¬ 
er of darkness, over brutally inhospitable 
mountain terrain, and in near freezing con¬ 
ditions of approaching winter. Then an ex¬ 
actly synchronized assault shortly after 
dawn. And all this before breakfast. Tacti¬ 
cally it was the most complex operation 
undertaken by the resistance in the north. 

Plans being plans and Afghanistan Af¬ 
ghanistan, reality turned the ideal sarid 
model into a stage set for Murphy’s Law. 
The first foul-up was a bad one and could, 
under different circumstances against a 


more determined enemy (Soviets, for exam¬ 
ple), have jeopardized the whole operation. 
The high ground above the valley floor was 
to be dominated by units fielding what in 
muj parlance are termed “heavy weapons”; 
BM-1 ground-to-ground 107mm rockets, 
75mm and 82mm recoilless rifles, 82mm 
mortars, and DShK 12.7mm HMGs, or Dashi- 
kas. The initial barrage, under cover of which 
the infantry assault teams were to move, was 
to be laid down by these support units. 

Using donkeys and locally recruited por¬ 
ters to help carry the weapons and ammuni¬ 
tion, some teams left Eskazer, the forward 
staging post, as darkness was falling, the 
rest following at various times throughout 
the evening before the assault. Some units 
had only a couple of hours over relatively easy 
ground to reach their designated positions; 
others had the prospect of up to 10 hours trek 
and a climb of several thousand feet to reach 
heights dominating communist positions at the 
farther, eastern end of the valley. 

The result was probably predictable. The 
combination of freezing temperatures, ice- 
covered rocks, unfamiliar terrain and a 
shortage of porters and pack animals took its 
toll. When the battle began shortly after 
dawn the next morning, up to 40 percent of 
the assault force’s support fire was missing, 
the weapons still being manhandled up im¬ 
possible slopes by exhausted men. 

The other foul up was one of those things 
that can happen rn any military operation 
anywhere, and frequently does. But at 
Koran it cost the element of tactical surprise 
along with several men’s lives. 

Hardcore communist resistance was ex¬ 
pected to center on two key points; the army 
base, by virtue of its fortifications and 
numbers; and the Khad house, by virtue of 
Khad being Khad, an organization made up 
of committed regime supporters who aren’t 
in the habit of giving quarter and certainly 
know they needn’t expect any. Of these two 
positions, the word was that Khad was 
going to be the tough one. 
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Massoud’s plan was to invest a central 
force infantry assault team which was to 
move along the river bank and under the 
heights of Shakh in the early hours right up 
to the walls of the Khad house. Exactly as 
the barrage on the army base opened up, this 
unit, commanded by one of Massoud’s most 
experienced officers, was to storm the 
house before the opposition knew what had 
hit them. There were no perimeter defenses, 
only a walled garden. Khad effectives were 
said to number 20-30, and they, like the rest 
of the garrison, had no reason to imagine 
that the morning of 29 October was going to 
be any different than any other in an exist¬ 
ence of mind-numbing monotony. The key 
to the Khad house was overwhelming force 
and total surprise. 

So much for the plan. In reality, as the 4th 
Central Unit’s point men crept into the gar¬ 
den around the building, they were sur¬ 
prised to meet a bleary-eyed Khad trooper 
stumbling toward them through the trees for 
a dawn crap. Now Massoud’s central forces 
do have some neat little British submachine 
guns with integral silencers which clearly 
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did not come out of any tribal gun factory 
and would, in the circumstances, have been 
just the job had the unit in question been 
issued with one. History does not relate why 
it was not, nor for that matter whether the 
Khad man made it back to the house or not. 
What is clear is that at 0551 hours, a good 
half hour before the assault was supposed to 
go in, a fierce firefight broke out around the 
house, without silencers. 

Within minutes, Kalashnikovs were sup¬ 
plemented by a Khad Goryunov machine 
gun which began raking the garden and 
forced the assault team back into the field on 
the other side of the wall. The heavy 
weapons which should have been in place 
on the heights above the position were still 
somewhere on the wrong side of the moun¬ 
tain. It was not an auspicious beginning. 

At his CP several thousand feet above the 
western end of the valley, Massoud was left 
with no choice but to trigger the rest of the 
assault prematurely. Shortly after 0600, in 
the frozen half light of dawn, a ragged bom¬ 
bardment of communist positions the length 
of the valley began. From the CP, the action 


around the Khad post was obscured by low 
clouds. But the battle for the army outpost 
on the Shakh heights across the river was 
very visible. And visibly another military 
foul up was underway. 

According to plans, the Shakh post and 
its mortar positions were to have been 
brought under heavy weapons fire from two 
sides: from BM-ls across the river below it, 
and, more critically, from recoilless rifles 
and HMGs firing directly down on it from 
the cliffs above. This fire was vital to sup¬ 
press the army mortars, and had the muj 
gunners been on the cliffs as planned there’s 
no doubt they would have creamed the mor¬ 
tar crews in the first minutes of the action. 
Again, unfortunately, they were not. And 
before long both mortars were frantically 
lobbing bombs down onto the assault teams 
grouped near the base of the feature. 

Things having gone this badly wrong, the 
assault team commanders had to choose be¬ 
tween retreat or advancing up the track to¬ 
ward the post into the teeth of heavy auto¬ 
matic fire from its perimeter defenses. They 
advanced. By this time the BM-ls had 
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bank along which two assault teams had 
been infiltrated during the night. 

Since 1979 the Afghan army has never 
been noted for stiffness of morale or fight¬ 
ing resolve and Koran did nothing to im¬ 
prove the record. With the muj once over 
the perimeter trenches, the commanding 
officers, a major and two captains, ran for it 
amid the confusion, eventually making it to 
the nearest regime post at Sanglich more 
than a day’s walk away. The base political 
commissar was wounded in a shoot-out, and 
most of the conscripts did what they’ve been 
doing for the past eight years once they get 
the chance — threw down their weapons 
and surrendered. 

Within 10 minutes of the collapse of re¬ 
sistance at the army base, the first muj units 
breached the defenses at Shakh, overrun¬ 
ning the post by sheer force of numbers and 
momentum. Then, amid thrice-repeated 
cheers of “ AUah-hu-Akbar /” [God is great], 
radio reports were coming in from across the 
valley that the sarandoi posts and other army 
positions were crumbling. Suddenly a battle 
had become a rout, and it was only 0730. 

By 0800 Koran was in the bag. The air 
strikes which might have come, never 
came. And for good reason. The bunker 
housing the army base’s communications 
facilities had been repeatedly hit by rocket 
and recoilless fire within the first minutes of 
the action, destroying the radio antenna and 
damaging the radio itself before any distress 
call could be gotten out to Faizabad. But 
even if a message had gotten out, it’s a 
matter of debate whether any Soviet pilots 
would have been willing to ruin their break¬ 
fast over an Afghan garrison. By the end of 
last year, you didn’t need high-grade intelli¬ 
gence to read Soviet frontal aviation’s atti¬ 
tude on that one — none of our guys have 
their necks on the line, so why bother? 

Mid-morning saw most of the muj assault 


ABOVE: Muj lays down covering fire with 
Romanian AKM for withdrawing Central 
Forces troops. 


BELOW: Mujahideen armed with 
Romanian AKMs at Takhar training base 
receive fire-and-movement instruction. 


joined the battle, and while they couldn’t 
touch the mortar pits, they soon ranged in on 
the post’s outer defenses sending up geysers 
of earth and sand and obscuring the action 
behind plumes of dirty grey smoke. Behind 
this much cover the assault teams pushed on 
up the track. 

But it was the main army base that col¬ 
lapsed first. Defended by an understrength 
company, its main weakness had been ob¬ 
vious even on the sand model: an overex¬ 
tended perimeter of bunkers linked by com¬ 
munications trenches and only partially 
screened by minefields to the south. Within 
minutes of the firefight breaking out across 
the river around the Khad house, the bunk¬ 
ers were taking accurate BM-1 and recoil¬ 
less fire from the high ground across the 
minefield. But as the conscript troops 
grabbed weapons and boots and ran to man 
the trenches, the ground assault broke on the 
base from the opposite direction, the river 




Muj “medevac” from attack at Khad 
(Afghan regime secret police) post at Koran. 

teams sitting around the army base in the 
sunshine brewing up tea. Others were on 
escort duty for the long files of Afghan 
POWs trudging back toward Eskazer laden 
with the spoils of war. And the inventory of 
captured goodies was not bad: two 76mm 
howitzers, two 120mm mountain mortars, 
six 82mm mortars, four 12.7mm HMGs, 
350 assault rifles, thousands of rounds of 
heavy weapons ammo, over a million 
rounds of small arms ammo; not to mention 
radio equipment, medical stores, food, 
blankets and other assorted junk . .. along 
with 29 corpses and 266 prisoners. 

But amazingly, throughout all this, just 
across the river, Khad fought on. Isolated, 
doomed, surrounded and by mid-morning 
under heavy weapons fire from above, resis¬ 
tance sputtered on. It was a mopping-up 
operation that was at once utterly irrelevant 
and highly instructive: If every Khad unit in 
Afghanistan goes down like this one, Kabul 
’89 could end up looking a lot like Berlin ’45. 

Around midday, with all the officers 
killed, they called it quits. The house was 
stormed in a final rush as dazed Khad men 
emerged, hands held high. There followed 
scenes that Genghis Khan would have had no 
trouble identifying with as angry muj swept 
into the Khad offices, and filing cabinets, 
desks, chairs and other assorted furniture 
came crashing out through the windows. It 
says a lot for muj discipline (and a fitt/e for 
the presence of the Western press) that the 
Khad prisoners were not gunned down out of 
hand. It came close enough. Of the 25 muj 
casualties at Koran (14 KIA, 11 WIA) those 
who didn’t die at Shakh went down around 
the Khad house. 

As in 1982 for the Soviets, so in 1987 for 
the resistance, Monjan was an anticlimax. 
Two days later on 31 October the muj moved 
in to attack the 24th Regiment’s 6th Batta¬ 
lion. Two companies promptly legged it for 
the nearest Soviet post, at Zebak. The third, 
and some 300 militia, surrendered. 

At the time of this writing, supplies are 
once more moving through the twin valleys 
into the Panjshir and Badakhshan, leaving 
Massoud’s forces in complete control of the 
Panjshir for the first time in nearly six years. 
This time you can lay money that DRA 
forces won’t be coming back, 
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“War is a stupid and brutalizing affair. 
This type of war perhaps more than others. 
But this does not mean that those who are 
fighting it are either stupid or brutal. It does 
mean that the whole story should be told. 
Not just part of it. ’ * 

Marine Corps Gazette 
1965, referring to Cam Ne 



CBS News Wins One for 
Charlie at Cam Ne 


by Craig Roberts 
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TRUTH WILL OUT 

Craig Roberts was a member of the 
9th Marine Regiment from May 1965 to 
June 1966. He participated in three ma¬ 
jor campaigns in 1 Corps and served as 
an automaticrifleman inline companies, 
an adviser to the ARYN Rangers (Biet 
Dong Quan) and served cm the Sniper test 
program forthc 3rd Marine Division. He 
was present during the incident de¬ 
scribed in the story, and participated in 




Author on Bridge Two, just east of Cam 
Ne. This steel bridge replaced Trench 
concrete bridge blown by Viet Cong before 


Craig is currently , an 18-year veteran 
police officer with the Tulsa Police De¬ 
partment, and an infanfiy major with the 
U.S. Army Reserve serving as the ground 
liaison officer attached to the 125th Tac¬ 
tical Fighter Squadron, Oklahoma 'Ail 
National Guard, Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
Craig is also a free-lance journalist, 
having written several magazine articles 
and one non-fiction book about Viet¬ 
nam, The Walking Dead, which will be 
published by Pocket Books (Simon and 
Schuster), in November 1988. He is cur¬ 
rently working on another non-fiction 
book concerning the history of the 
American sniper. 
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T HE sun rose out of the South China Sea, 
casting rays of crimson above the peaks 
of the Hai Van mountains to the east. 
Climbing higher, it pushed the darkness to 
the west until the blackness of night finally 
surrendered to another day. Within an hour 
the Marines who waited patiently around 
the amtracks [armed, amphibious tracked 
vehicle] began to sweat. Like a blast furnace 
in hell, the heat would intensify until it took 
your breath away. Even the mere act of 
walking would drain a man of strength in 
minutes. Such was August in I Corps. 

Finally word came. Marines mounted the 
huge green metal monsters while engines 
roared to life. Black smoke from the ex¬ 
hausts shot into the air, and the LVTs [land¬ 
ing vehicle tracked] turned toward the wa¬ 
ter’s edge. One after another, they lurched 
and clanked into the muddy river. Twelve 
hundred meters up the Song Cau Do lay the 
objective, a village complex marked on the 
map as “Cam Ne.” 

The Phong Le bridge grew smaller as it 
faded into the shimmering heat waves. 
Soon, the amtracks rounded a bend in the 
river and the company of Marines knew that 
they were now in VC country. Ahead, on 
the south bank of the Cau Do, lay Cam Ne 
— and the Viet Cong. 

The Marines expected the enemy. They 
expected the mines and booby traps. They 
expected tunnel complexes, bunkers and 
even a hostile population. But they did not 
expect what was about to happen that hot, 
steamy day of 3 August 1965. It would not 
be the guerrillas in black, elusive as they 
might be, who would pose the greatest 
threat to the men churning up river in the 
amphibious tractors. It would be the Amer¬ 
ican news media — and two minutes of film 
— that would bring Cam Ne into living 
rooms across America. Two minutes of film 
that would attack the Marines more vicious¬ 
ly than any Viet Cong. 

Cam Ne, a village complex of six hamlets 
separated by a checkerboard of rice paddies, 
rested five miles south of Da Nang along the 
bank of a river delta where the Cau Do, Tuy 
Loan and Yen rivers came together. Long 
known as a Viet Cong stronghold. Cam Ne 
had communist connections dating back to 
the French Indochina war when it was a 
haven for the Viet Minh. 

The sweep operation that was underway 
was not picked at random by the Marine 
Corps brass. As the amtracks crawled up the 
river bank 1,000 meters beyond Cam Ne, 
Company D, 1st Battalion, 9th Marines, 
commanded by Captain Herman B. West 
Jr., knew of the village’s past. Today’s 
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CBS reporter Morley Safer committed both 
media sins of omission and commission 
when covering Marine attack at Cam Ne, 3 
August 1965. A vivid two minutes of footage 
showed him narrating the story while in the 
background a young Marine, apparently 
engaged in a fit of jungle savagery, casually 
set fire to the grass roof of a hut with a 
Zippo lighter. What Safer failed to point 
out was that the village concealed the 
entrance to a massive Viet Cong tunnel 
complex, and had been a known communist 
stronghold since the days of the Viet Minh 
during the French Indochina war. Also, 
some Marines on the operation said later 
that Safer had specifically asked the Marine 
to torch the hut behind him so he could get 
it on film. The result was a lasting 
impression on the home front that South 
Vietnamese civilians were helpless victims of 
unwarranted, wanton U.S. military 
aggression. Photo: AP/Wide World 


sweep was ordered after a series of events 
that had begun on 12 July. 

Twenty-two days earlier, on that July 
day, I stood cooking in the heat as I stared 
across the Cau Do toward our objective. As 
an automatic rifleman in Hotel Company, 
2nd Battalion, 9th Marines, 1 looked for¬ 
ward to the day’s activities with mixed feel¬ 
ings of excitement and apprehension. We 
were to cross the Phong Le bridge in force, 
wade 1,500 meters of waist-deep rice pad¬ 
dies and set up a blocking force for a clear¬ 
ing operation on the outskirts of the first 
village across the Da Nang (Cau Do) River. 
This would be our first combat operation 
since arriving in Vietnam two weeks before. 

Wearing heavy flak jackets, packs and 
helmets, we made our way across the steel 
bridge and entered the muddy paddies. To 
our left, Bravo Company, 1st Battalion, 
formed a line and began advancing on Duong 
Son (1) (See map ). 

If there was any doubt about the sympathies 
of the inhabitants, it was soon dispelled. 

Company B met strong resistance in the 
village. I could hear the familiar sound of 
M14s and the strange crack of the commu¬ 
nist weapons as they exchanged fire. By the 
late afternoon, Bravo Company had secured 
the village — at the cost of three Marines 
killed and four wounded. When the Viet 
Cong disengaged, they withdrew to the 
northwest — to Cam Ne. 

As the sweep of Duong Son progressed, 
Delta Company, 3rd Recon Battalion, 
working on the south side of the hamlet, 
came under fire from across the paddies. 
During the ensuing firefight, eight men 
were wounded. Looking at the map, the 
recon people could identify the enemy’s 
position — Cam Ne. 

The recon Marines pulled back and called 
for air support. The F-4B Phantoms of 
MAG-11 responded and soon had put “steel 
on target. ” Some rose from Cam Ne, and a 
Cessna 0-1 Bird Dog spotter plane made a 


Author’s platoon crossing paddies on way to 
sweep Cam Ne complex. Photo: DoD 
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Front cover of leaflet dropped at Cam Ne 
before sweep encouraging surrender and 
“Chieu Hoi” of Viet Cong. Photo: Craig 
Roberts 

pass over the target area. The pilot con¬ 
firmed six dead VC bodies still in plain view 
and secondary explosions in the vicinity, 
thought to be a mine field. 

We occupied Duong Son and dug in to 
stay. The following two weeks would prove 
to us that the vast majority of enemy activity 
came from Cam Ne. Each night, we received 
incoming fire from the tree line that marked 
the hostile village across the paddies. 

The Duong Son and Cam Ne complexes 
were a nest of Viet Cong activity. Twelve 
days prior, in the early morning hours of 1 
July, a sapper team of 10 North Vietnamese 
soldiers from the 3rd Battalion, 18th NVA 
Regiment infiltrated Da Nang air base. 
Under cover of Viet Cong mortar fire, they 
succeeded in destroying an F-102 fighter 
and a C-130, and damaged two more F-102s 
and another Hercules. One NVA prisoner 
had been captured. They had come from the 
Cam Ne-Duong Son area and had crossed 
the Cau Do during the night of 30 June. 

Two weeks later, we had taken Duong Son, 
but Cam Ne still remained in Viet Cong hands. 
To kill a snake, you have to cut off its head. 

On 3 August, Operation Blastout I began. 
While the 1st Battalion, 3rd Marines and an 
ARVN battalion moved north along both 
banks of the Yen River toward Cam Ne to 
provide a blocking force, Delta Company's 
amtracks climbed out of the river and dis¬ 
gorged the sweating Marines. Once outside 
and organized, they advanced on line across 
the maze of rice paddies toward the source 
of our troubles. 

Intelligence sources had reported that 
Cam Ne was occupied by a company of Viet 
Cong. It was known that the entire hamlet 
was a complex of tunnels, bunkers, booby 
traps, punji pits and spider holes. The 
Marines’ orders were to overcome and de¬ 
stroy any position from which they received 
fire, whether it was from “a position, 


hedgerow, trench line, bunker, spider trap 
or any other location.” 

At approximately 1015 hours, the com¬ 
pany came under fire. One Marine was 
wounded as the troops struggled forward 
toward the tree line on the edge of the vil¬ 
lage. As the company pressed on, the Viet 
Cong withdrew farther into Cam Ne. 

Entering the village, Delta Company 
found it impossible to keep on line, and the 
sweeping force began breaking up into 
small groups. Each worked their way for¬ 
ward through the maze of thomed bamboo 
tree lines and hedgerows in isolated fire 
teams. Foot traps, punji pits, booby traps and 
spider holes were everywhere. The village 
itself was ringed by a fighting trench, and 
each grass hooch sat near or over a bunker. 

The LVTs followed the infantry into the 
village and crushed through hedgerows and 
bamboo tree lines, setting off several mines 
and booby traps. 

The interconnecting tunnels and camou¬ 
flaged firing positions favored the VC’s hit- 
and-run tactics, and they used them to their 
advantage. As a squad searched a hut and 
moved on, the elusive guerrillas would pop 
up behind them, shoot at the Americans and 
disappear. 

The combination of heat, harassing fire 
and slow movement frustrated the Marines. 
One platoon received automatic weapons 
fire from a grass-roofed hut and returned 
fire. Their assailant disappeared into the 
tunnels. Their orders were clear: The 
Marines began burning the huts that hid and 
protected the enemy. 

A Marine helicopter banked over Cam Ne 
and landed in a cloud of swirling dust. 
Among its occupants were Major General 
Lewis W. Walt, commander of the III 
Marine Amphibious Force, and a CBS news 
team — the reporter was CBS correspon¬ 
dent Morley Safer. 

Safer and his cameraman entered the vil- 

Deadly punji pits lay concealed around Cam 
Ne. Photo: DoD 




lage during the day and began filming the 
activities. By the time the film was edited for 
television, one scene would bum a lasting 
impression in the minds of the American peo¬ 
ple. 

The scene was of a lone Marine setting 
fire to the grass roof of a hut with a Zippo 
lighter. Mr. Safer’s dialogue, heard by mil¬ 
lions of Americans, follows: 

SCENE: Safer standing in front of smok¬ 
ing hut facing camera. 

SAFER: “This is what the war in Viet¬ 
nam is all about. The old and the very 
young. The Marines have burned this old 
couple’s cottage because fire was coming 
from here.” 

“Now when you walk into the village, 
you see no young people at all. Fire was 
coming from ... automatic ... light auto¬ 
matic weapons fire was coming from all of 
these villages . It’s not really one village, it’s 
a string of huts .. . [scene changes — 
camera shows two Vietnamese women rak¬ 
ing debris out of burned hut with rake] ... 
and the people that are ... are left ... 
[turns to cameramen] come this way [unin¬ 
telligible] ... and the people that are left are 
like this woman here, the very old ....” 

SCENE CHANGE: Safer lying on 
ground talking to Marine in prone position. 

SAFER: “Seen action like this before 
Marine?” 

MARINE: “No I haven’t. Not like this I 
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haven’t.” 

SAFER: “Did you — uh — set fire to 
these houses here?” 

MARINE: “No, we were just off to the 
left of it when it was burning. 

SAFER: “Were you getting fire from 
them?” 

MARINE: “Somewhat, not too much, 
just a little sniper fire.” 

SCENE CHANGE: Safer follows 
Marines through village. Camera shows 
scenes of Marines moving through smoking 
and burning huts, a flame thrower setting 
fire to a roof, civilians being directed out of 
village. 

SAFER: “It had first appeared that the 
Marines had been sniped at and that a few 
houses were made to pay. Shortly after, an 
officer told me, he had orders to go in and 
level the string of hamlets that surrounds 
Cam Ne village. And all around the com¬ 
mon paddy field that feeds these hamlets, a 
ring of fire. A hundred and fifty homes were 
leveled in retaliation for a burst of gunfire. 
In Vietnam, like everywhere else in Asia, 
property ... a home ... is everything. A 
man lives with his family on ancestral land. 
His parents are buried nearby. Their spirit is 
part of his holding. If there were Viet Cong 
in the hamlet, they were long gone. Alerted 
by the roar of amphibious tractors and the 
heavy barrage of rocket fire laid down be¬ 
fore the troops moved in. The women and 


Marine enters opening to Viet Cong tunnel 
system, similar to massive tunnel system 
beneath village complex at Cam Ne. Photo: 
DoD 

the old men who remained will never forget 
that August afternoon.” [Safer pauses to 
show crying women in group]. 

“The day’s operation burned down 150 
houses, wounded three women, killed one 
baby, wounded one Marine, and netted 
these four prisoners.” [Camera shows four 
Vietnamese men with blindfolds being 
escorted by Marines]. “Four old men who 
could not answer questions put to them in 
English. Four old men who had no idea 
what an I.D. card was.” 

SCENE CHANGE: Close-up of Safer 
facing camera: 

“Today’s operation is the frustration of 
Vietnam in miniature. There is little doubt 
that American firepower can win a military 
victory here. But to a Vietnamese peasant 
whose home is a — that means a lifetime of 
back-breaking labor, it will take more than 
presidential promises to convince him that 
we are on his side.” 

[Pause] 

“Morley Safer, CBS News, near the vil¬ 
lage of Cam Ne.” 

At the beginning of his presentation, Saf¬ 
er stated, “Fire was coming from .. . auto¬ 
matic . . . light automatic weapons fire was 


coming from all of these villages.” 

He then contradicted his own statement 
later with, “It had first appeared that the 
Marines had been sniped at and that a few 
houses were made to pay.” 

What none of us understood or could 
comprehend in those early days of the war, 
was the Viet Cong’s callous ability to use 
the civilian populace as a shield. The fight¬ 
ing men in the field in Vietnam rapidly 
learned this. The news media never did. 

While this was going on, I watched from 
Duong Son (1) across the paddies. I could 
hear both Marine and Viet Cong weapons 
on several occasions as the sweep pro¬ 
gressed. I could see columns of smoke ris¬ 
ing above the village, but there had been no 
heavy barrage of rocket fire as Mr. Safer 
stated to all of America that night. 

Safer stated, “The day’s operation 
burned 150 houses According to 

Marine reports, 51 huts were destroyed. It 
appears that the news media was using an 
“inflated hooch count.” 

Could it be that Safer did not know of the 
air strike that was called in by the Recon 
Marines two weeks before? 

By late afternoon on the 3rd, Capt. 
West’s company had only progressed a 
quarter of the way through the complex. He 
realized that he didn’t have the assets or 

Continued on page 82 
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SOI 7 COUNTERINSURGENCY 


PEACE 

THROUGH SUPERIOR 

FIREPOWER 

Guatemalan Military Targets Pacification in 

Fledgling Democracy 

Text & Photos by Gene Scroft 


W E ignored the sound of gunfire — at 
first. 

The Guatemalan soldiers in this isolated 
camp near the Mexican border, actually no 


WAR ZONE EXPERT 

Gene Scroft, a West Point graduate 
who served in the 75th Rangers and 82nd 
Airborne before turning combat corres¬ 
pondent, has provided SOF with evalua¬ 
tions of the military strengths of coun¬ 
tries as diverse as Lebanon, the Philip¬ 
pines, Israel, Afghanistan and all coun¬ 
tries in Central America. 


Gene Scroft — SOF’s man in the fie/d. 



more than a one-bird landing zone carved 
into a jungle ridge, had standing orders to 
shoot at anything moving outside the perim¬ 
eter. Since our only passive security was a 
string of rusty tin cans that we hoped would 
make noise if someone tried to infiltrate the 
position (the unit wasn’t equipped with con¬ 
certina wire or early-warning devices), the 
shoot-at-anything plan seemed reasonable. 
This caused everyone to become desensi¬ 
tized to the constant loud report of the sol¬ 
diers’ Galils. This time, however, some¬ 
thing was different — we all sensed it. The 
first shot was answered by return fire that 
quickly escalated into a full-auto firefight 
on the other side of the camp. 

When the firing started I was sitting with 
the battalion officers discussing the lack of 
G activity in the area. When we finally 
realized that we were under attack, the 
officers scrambled for their weapons while I 
grabbed my camera and ran barefoot toward 
the sound of the fire. Having just returned 
from a two-day patrol, I was stripped down 
to only my running shorts and a T-shirt. My 
fatigues were hanging out to dry after a 
much needed washing. The flanks of the 
camp were located in forested areas, but the 
bare LZ at its center had to be crossed to get 
to where the action was. I didn’t know the 
exact location of the firefight, but the troops 
kneeling behind trees and crouching behind 
the parapets around the LZ didn’t seem to be 
taking enemy fire. Feeling pretty exposed, I 
ran across the LZ to the other flank. When I 
reached the left perimeter, about 300 meters 


KNOW YOUR ENEMY 

The Guatemalan insurgents, like most 
guerrilla movements in Central Amer¬ 
ica, are represented by a loose confed¬ 
eration of competing, and often hostile, 
groups. In case you ever vacation in 
Guatemala, here is a list of the guys to 
watch out for. 

• Guatemalan National Revolutionary 
Unity (UNGR) 

Umbrella organization representing 
the confederation of Guatemalan guer¬ 
rilla groups but lacking any real control 
over their individual activities, 

• Workers Party of Guatemala (PGT) 

Outlawed Communist Party of Guate¬ 
mala, Emphasized urban terrorist activi¬ 
ties in the 1970s but was largely wiped 
out by the stem tactics of the dictators. 

• Revolutionary Armed Forces (FAR) 

Mainly located in the northern jun¬ 
gles. Relies mostly on road ambushes 
but is considered by the army to be in¬ 
effective. 

• Revolutionary Organization of 
Armed People (OPRA) 

Extremely dangerous group that 
emphasizes assassinations of major farm 
owners. 

• Guerrilla Army of the Poor (EGP) 

Largest of guerrilla groups. It gets 
most of its support among the Indian 
tribes, and controls sizable sections of 
real estate. 
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from the officer’s area, it was clear that the 
commotion was on a hill outside the camp. I 
couldn’t see shit from where I was, so I ran 
through the perimeter and headed toward 
the battle. 

The ridge dropped quickly to a river that 
served as the camp’s water supply and bath 
(unfortunately for hygiene, the bathing area 
was located upstream from the water collec¬ 
tion point). The troops washing in the river 
at the time strangely ignored the firefight 
that raged all around them. I guess they 
figured that since their weapons were stack¬ 
ed in camp they might as well enjoy their 
bath. Halfway up the hill, troops providing 
security for the bathers were pumping 
rounds into the surrounding jungle . One of 
them was holding his arm in an unsuccessful 
attempt to stem the flow of blood pouring 
out of a nasty wound. I looked over my 
shoulder, and I could see the engaged men’s 
platoon leaders running up the hill. 

The difference leadership makes in any 
military organization was now demonstrat¬ 
ed for me. Prior to the arrival of their lieu¬ 
tenants (Virgilio Gutierrez Vasquez and 
Mario Rodas), the troops were content to 
stay behind trees and return fire. There was 
never any thought of running away — the 
men are too good soldiers for that — but 
soldiers will seldom move forward unless 
they are led. In U.S. infantry jargon, sol¬ 
diers don’t ‘‘volunteer for noth’n,” unless 
someone says “follow me.” These lieuten¬ 
ants were clearly saying “follow me.” 

Lieutenant Vasquez grabbed an FN MAG 
gunner and told him to fire up the trail that 


Guatemalan army grenadier armed with 
M79 launcher pauses to check ahead before 
moving into dense foliage. Since the army 
does not have M203s, grenadiers carry Galil 
rifles for added protection. 

led to the top of the hill, while he, two 
soldiers and one journalist happily snapping 
pictures maneuvered up the hill. 

I could immediately tell by the way they 
moved that these men had excellent train¬ 
ing. One man would provide cover fire from 
a fixed position while the others rushed for¬ 
ward in short bounds. By leapfrogging in 
this manner, the distance to the objective, 
the top of the hill, was rapidly closed. Just 
like I was taught at Fort Benning, only this 
was for real. We were only about 10 meters 
from the top of the hill when I realized I 
wasn’t doing much to help the tactical situa¬ 
tion. I never carry a weapon on assignment 
(we don’t want anyone calling me a nasty 
mercenary, do we?) but on this occasion a 
friend of mine who lives in Guatemala, Bar¬ 
ry Sadler of “The Ballad of the Green Be¬ 
rets” fame, had given me a hand grenade 
that was supposed to get me “out of tight 
spots.” Well, when I reached for the gre¬ 
nade, I remembered that the damn thing was 
in my LB E (load bearing equipment) back 
in the officers’ area. I took one from a troop 
who didn’t seem to be doing anything too 
important and asked Lieutenant Vasquez if 
he wanted me to use it to clear the top of the 
hill. He decided against the idea, fearing 
that some of his troops in this densely popu¬ 
lated piece of jungle might be injured when 


the grenade detonated. Of course, his cau¬ 
tion was prudent, but a 10-meter assault 
against a position blasted away by a hand 
grenade would have been beautiful to be¬ 
hold. Slightly disappointed, I gave the gre¬ 
nade back to the soldier. 

After securing the hill, we determined 
that all of the ruckus had been caused by a 
lone sniper, who fled after wounding a sol¬ 
dier with his .22 rifle. It realty didn’t matter; 
the reaction of the Guatemalans against an 
unknown number of enemy was superb. 

The guerrilla war in Guatemala reached 
its peak in the early 1980s; when 6,000- 
7,000 rebels operated in the countryside. 
Today their number is down to around 
1,000. The military felt the country secure 

Troops the world over enjoy Soldier of 
Fortune Magazine. Guatemalan soldiers are 
no exception. 
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enough to voluntarily turn over power to an 
elected civilian government in 1986, the 
first civilian government in 15 years. 

You have to go back to 1977 to under¬ 
stand the process that created Guatemala's 
successful counterinsurgency program. In 
that year the Carter administration drew up a 
list of reforms that the Guatemalan govern¬ 
ment (then under the control of General 
Fernando Romeo Lucas Garcia) had to insti¬ 
tute before being granted additional military 
assistance from the United States. Garcia 
told the United States to stick it in its ear. 
While I’m not a big fan of the Carter admin¬ 
istration, in this situation I believe the de¬ 
mands made by the United States were 
necessary. The increased use of terror tac¬ 
tics by the guerrillas had provoked a bloody 
response from right-wing groups like the 
Mano Blanco (White Hand) and the Secret 
Anti-Communist Army (ESA). The vio¬ 
lence on the right was ignored, and in some 
cases supported, by the Lucas government. 
For the United States to give Guatemala 
military aid at this time would have linked 
us to an increasingly unpopular govern¬ 
ment, something that the history of Amer¬ 
ican foreign policy has shown to be unwise. 

Guatemala was now on its own. Realiz¬ 
ing the gravity of the situation, the Guate¬ 
malan government instituted military re¬ 
forms that proved highly successful. First 
and foremost, it recognized that it was fight¬ 
ing a guerrilla war against members of its 
own population and decided that it 
shouldn’t waste time preparing soldiers for 
such unlikley events as an invasion from 
Mexico or an attack on Belize. Forced to be 
self-sufficient, the military purchased 
Galils from Israel, began to manufacture its 
own uniforms and personal equipment, and 
created a small-arms industry that produced 
5.56mm ammunition and 60mm mortars. 

A high priority was given to the building 
of roads into isolated areas in order to facili¬ 
tate their economic growth and to provide 
access for military forces. To do this effi¬ 
ciently, all assets within the 19 military 
districts, both civilian and military, were 

Parrots north hundreds of dollars in the 
United States fly free in Guatemala and are 
often kept as pets. Troop carries Israeli 
Galil. 
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placed under the direct control of the dis¬ 
tricts’ military commanders. If a command¬ 
er wanted a road built or a health clinic 
started, all he had to do was order the 
appropriate agency in his district to comply. 
He was the boss; they couldn’t say no. 

The government established civil defense 
teams whose members were residents of the 
towns that they protected. The government 
realized that once a man made the decision 
to become a civil defense member he had 
decided to support the government. He 
could no longer sit on the fence and back 
whichever side happened to be in town. 
Civil defense volunteers are not paid in 
Guatemala, but because they protect the 
village they are held in high esteem by the 
population. The highly developed sense of 
community that exists in these isolated 
towns mitigates against abuses of authority 
by the civil defense members. 

In the early ’80s, all the major villages in 
the country were, and to a degree still are, 
color-coded. The color code indicates the 
degree of support for the government in 
each village or town. (I’m not privy to the 
actual colors used, so I’ll use red, white and 
blue in this example). If the town was 
friendly to the government, it was colored 
blue; if neutral, supporting whichever side 
is in town at the time, it was white; an 
enemy village was red. Each type of village 
was approached differently. 

In the case of a blue village, the army 


entered as innocuously as possible and 
talked to the local leaders about any prob¬ 
lems that they might be having. It insured 
that the civil defense forces were properly 
equipped and correctly carrying out their 
duties. When the army departed it left be¬ 
hind information pamphlets on such things 
as agricultural practices and health care 
techniques. 

A white village was entered in force, with 
weapons ready. All the inhabitants were 
brought into the central plaza, and known 
and suspected communist supporters were 
made to stand in front of the assembly. The 
commander on the spot explained that the 
army knew who the troublemakers were, 
and if anti-government activities continued 
the suspects would be shot. He also made it 
very clear that the village was responsible 
for seeing that these men kept in line, and 
that if they didn’t the whole village would 
be punished, that is destroyed. A curfew 
was usually imposed, and a small garrison 
left behind to develop a reliable civil de¬ 
fense force. 

A red village was attacked. If the army 
was fired upon, the town was destroyed; if 
not, it was merely occupied. Again, all the 
inhabitants were assembled in the plaza, 
only this time the communist supporters 
were publicly executed. A large garrison 
remained behind to insure the security and 
the loyalty of the village. Tight population 
control measures, such as curfews and 
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mistake of dissipating its forces in an impossi¬ 
ble attempt to protect every inch of territory 
from the insurgents. The system isn’t fast, but 
it’s effective, and the Guatemalans are in no 
hurry. They’re in the fight for the duration — 
a lesson we Americans should take to heart if 
our foreign policy initiatives are to succeed 
in the Third World. 

I was anxious to see how the govern¬ 
ment’s program worked in the field. When I 
was with the men of C Company on their 
isolated hillside, I wasn’t able to see how 
the army worked with the population. I got 
my chance when I accompanied the 2nd 
Battalion of ZM 22 (Military Zone 22) at 
Playa Grande on part of its three-month 
field rotation along the Mexican border. 
(That’s right sports fans; they spend three 
straight months in the field!) 

My patrol experience began inauspi- 
ciously when I was rudely awakened by a 
Guatemalan soldier fiercely shaking my 
leg. “Christ,” I thought,“what now?” Just 
the day before I had been forced to pay a 
private charter $200 to fly me to Playa 
Grande, because my name was bounced 
from a “guaranteed” military flight. (A 
note to all you potential journalists and 
adventurers out there: Never go through 
official channels in any military organiza¬ 
tion if there are other means available to 
you. Worldwide officialdom consists of 
bureaucrats who it seems were created to 
cause you inconceivable frustration). Need¬ 
less to say, I wasn’t in the mood to be 
disturbed at 0-dark-30 in the morning. 

Since I was sleeping in the enlisted men’s 
quarters, I assumed that this was a case of 
mistaken identity, rousting me for guard 
duty or something. I told him that I was a 
journalist and rolled over to catch some 
more Zs. 

“I know you are,” answered a com¬ 
manding voice. “We’re going on patrol right 
now. Do you want to come?” My immedi¬ 
ate response was “you bet,” and I jumped 
out of my rack to pack my gear, which was 
scattered about under my bunk. OPS EC 
(operational security) is a serious matter to 
the Guatemalans, so I had no idea that a unit 
was going into the field. I was completely 

Lieutenant Colonel Romeo Ortiz, 2nd 
Battalion commander. Carrying his own 
rucksack, he walked everywhere with his 
troops. 
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movement restrictions, were imposed. 

This program provided both a carrot and a 
stick — a carrot in the form of government 
assistance and services and a stick in the 
form of death for any who take up arms 
against the government. The techniques 
have proven so effective that there are 
almost no red villages today, and white vil¬ 
lages are found only in very remote areas. 
Simple, brutal and effective, it is a plan that 
should be viewed as a model for countries 
experiencing similar difficulties. 

My ears are already burning with the 
shouts of people who will read this and 
decry the horrible denial of human rights 
implicit in this system. While any Amer¬ 
ican, myself included, would raise holy hell 
if our government tried to impose anything 
like these restrictions on the people of this 
country, we are not at war among ourselves 
— Guatemala is. For a government in the 
throes of civil war to shun attempts to con¬ 
trol popular unrest is not a sign of its demo¬ 
cracy, but of its abdication. 

The Guatemalans were intelligent 
enough not to try to secure the entire country 
simultaneously. Operations were conducted 
in the important agricutural and manufac¬ 
turing areas of the country first and didn’t 
move on until those regions were complete¬ 
ly pacified. This policy allowed the govern¬ 
ment to mass its meager resources to over¬ 
whelm the enemy in one region at a time. 
The government didn’t make the common 


ABOVE: Kill! The commander’s dog 
(center) isn’t overly impressed with bayonet 
training. 

BELOW: Where do I join?! Two beauties in 
uniform armed with 9mm Beretta Model 
12s at Playa Grande compound. 
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unprepared. The troops in the barracks must 
have had a great time watching the gringo 
periodista grope around in the dark trying to 
pack, dress, and fill canteens all at the same 
time.. 

The 4 'troop’' who shook my leg turned 
out to be Lieutenant Colonel Romeo Ortiz, 
commander of 2nd Battalion. When I final¬ 
ly got my gear together, he escorted me 
outside, where I was was greeted by Colon¬ 
el Jose Garcia, commander of ZM 22, and 
members of his staff there to see their men 
off. The battalion officers were busy in¬ 
specting equipment and camouflage of then- 
soldiers, who quietly sat in two columns and 
waited to move out into the night. The pro¬ 
fessionalism of the Guatemalan army was 

Platoon leader communicates with his lead 
element en route to ambush. 


Soldiers armed with Galils quickly move out 
against guerrilla recon team. Blue bandanas 
are used for unit identification. Gs have 
been known to infiltrate government 
positions wearing army uniforms. Note 
machete sheath taped to back of soldier’s 
harness — an excellent place to carry it, as 
it does not interfere with a rucksack. 

apparent in the scene before me: senior 
officers up at 0300 to see their troops off, 
junior officers insuring that their men were 
ready for combat, and disciplined, prepared 
soldiers silently waiting for whatever came 
next. This is the way wars are won. 

The Guatemalan government is building 
a road along the Mexican border that the Gs 
want closed. The communists operate out of 
refugee camps inside Mexico, and this road 
could ruin their whole day if completed. 
Our job was to kill any insurgents who tried 
to interfere with its construction. An in¬ 
teresting story about the Mexican camps 
was told to me by a man who was in a 
position to know the facts. I can’t verify the 
story’s validity, but it serves as a good ex¬ 
ample of how things are handled in Central 
America. When Lucas Garcia was president 
of Guatemala in the late 1970s, the Mexican 
government was covertly giving aid to 
Guatemalan insurgents operating out of 
Mexican territory (anything to cause a little 
trouble for the neighbors to the south). In 
response, Lucas organized and aided Mex¬ 
ican anti-government forces that operated 
out of Guatemala. The Mexicans were out¬ 
raged and told him so. Lucas innocently 
replied that if a powerful country like Mex¬ 


ico couldn’t control insurgents operating 
out of its territory, how could little Guate¬ 
mala stop Mexican guerrillas? The message 
was clear. Mexico quickly stopped giving 
aid to Guatemalan Gs, and Mexican insur¬ 
gent activity evaporated on the southern 
border. A simple case of power politics 
Latin style. 

Second Battalion’s road movement out of 
Playa Grande was outstanding. Advance 
and flank units were sent out to secure 
against an ambush, and the soldiers kept 
good dispersion between individuals. 
Equally impressive was the fact the Colonel 
Ortiz was walking right with them and car¬ 
rying his own rucksack — certainly not a 
given in other Central American armies. I 
was slightly disappointed, however, with 
the conditioning of the troops. The move¬ 
ment was over only about 15 klicks of gent¬ 
ly rolling hills, but the men quickly wilted 
under the hot morning sun. When we 
reached our first objective, a small village 
along the road, one of the officers became 
sick, and one man had to be evacuated by 
helicopter for a serious case of heat stroke. 
Since this was the first long march after a 
couple of months at Playa Grande, the lack 
of conditioning was understandable, though 
with a better PT program it would have been 
avoidable. I’m sure that after several weeks 
of walking in the woods their performance 
Improved. 

Another practice that I question is the 
Guatemalans’ habit of putting the first two 
or three men in a column in helmets and flak 
vests, even in thick jungle. Sure, these 
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RIGHT: Machine gunner (center) with FN 
MAG 58 moves out toward enemy sniper. 
Troopers flanking him carry Galils. 


items provide the point element with some 
protection, but given a choice, I know that 
the men would decide to chuck the addition¬ 
al gear, especially in the heat of the day. 
Hell, 1 was travelling with the point element 
and never missed the “added protection” of 
a helmet and flak vest. These garments have 
their place in shrapnel-filled environments, 
but not in a low intensity guerrilla war 
where speed is of vital importance. 

We were greeted by home defense forces 
in every village we entered. It was clear by 
the way people volunteered information 
about enemy activity that the population 
was firmly on the side of the government. In 
one village a man ran up to us, chest heav¬ 
ing, and explained that he had seen a guer¬ 
rilla probing our position on the other side of 
the river. The army quickly organized a 
platoon and set out after him. I ended up 
with two young privates on the right flank. 
Though they were out of sight of any of their 
commanders, they aggessively moved for¬ 
ward anyway — great troops. Though no 
insurgents were found, the army's aggres¬ 
sive response and the civilian’s effort to tell 
us what he saw indicated to me the govern¬ 
ment has the war well in hand. 

Most of our time was spent in the villages 
talking to the people about their problems 
and about their government. The soldiers 
were very well-behaved and paid for every¬ 
thing they used. In one village a soccer 
game was organized between the army and 
the villagers. The villagers kicked our butts, 
but everyone had a great time. Colonel Ortiz 
told me that these villages had benefited 
from Rios Montt’s “rifles and beans” cam¬ 
paign. (Montt took over the government in a 
1982 coup against Lucas. Montt himself 
was overthrown in 1983, largely because of 
his fanatic evangelical beliefs. In 1986 the 
new military rulers turned power over to an 
elected civilian government that still rules 
as of this writing.) The right-wing killings 
that were rampant under Lucas were 
brought under control by Montt, and the 
military reforms begun under Lucas’ 
brother and defense minister, Benidicto 
Lucas, were expanded. Once the army had 
secured an area, the rifles and beans pro¬ 
gram provided devastated villages with free 
food and building supplies to get them back 
on their feet—and weapons and training for 
the villages’ home defense units. When the 
villagers, mostly indigenous Indian peo¬ 
ples, saw that the army wasn’t out to kill 
them as the guerrillas propagandized, they 
readily took up arms to defend themselves 
against communist encroachments. 

While most of our time was spent inside 
the villages, we did conduct an ambush 
along the Xalbal River, a major infiltration 
route for Gs coming out of Mexico. We 
moved to the river and conducted a recon 
along its open, sandy banks. Interestingly, 

Continued on page 86 



SOF TAKES TASS TO 
TASK 

The Guatemalan armed forces public 
affairs office had been stonewalling my 
request to accompany one of their units 
in the field for over a month. Finally, 
failing in a frontal assault, I decided to 
make a flank attack through the presi¬ 
dent’s office. 

Central American time being what it 
is, I expected at least a week’s wait for 
an appointment with the presidential 
spokesman, Senor Liceniado Julio San¬ 
tos. I was caught completely off guard 
when I was granted an immediate audi¬ 
ence. Angry stares from officials who 
had been waiting for weeks to see the 
spokesman burned holes in the back of 
ray head as I strode into his office. Sorry 
boys, some guys have it, and some don’t. 

I was warmly greeted by Sr. Santos, a 
rather distingushed gentleman with an 
air of Spanish aristocracy about him. 
Two slavic-looking men were also sit¬ 
ting in his office. Senor Santos intro¬ 
duced them as representatives of TASS 
(the official Soviet news agency). They 
had come up from their headquarters in 
Managua (where else?) to report on the 
situation in Guatemala, and judging by 
their pale complexions and brand-new 
guyabara shirts, they were new to the 
region. I quickly glanced at Sr. Santos. 
He wasn ’ t openly smiling # but the twink¬ 
le in his eye betrayed that he was covert¬ 
ly laughing like hell. Now I understood 
why I received such a speedy meeting. 
Santos was well aware of SOF’s political 
philosophy and our intense dislike for 
the Soviets and their system; he just 
couldn’t pass up the oportunity to wit¬ 
ness a confrontation between these two 
implacable enemies. 

After shaking hands with the com¬ 
munists, I explained to Sr, Santos what I 
wanted to do with the army. As the con¬ 
versation progressed, I was asked about 
the situations in some of the other coun¬ 
tries that I had visited. Not one to miss a 


cue, I explained that the situation in such 
places as the Philippines and Afghanis¬ 
tan was increasingly stable due to the 
fact that the Soviets had decided to limit 
their interference in those countries’ in¬ 
ternal affairs. For the benefit of our 
guests, I used every opportunity to stress 
how the forces of totalitarian commun¬ 
ism were giving way to democratic de¬ 
velopment. There was no reaction from 
the peanut gallery, but Santos, now grin¬ 
ning from ear to ear, was eating it up. 

I was carrying a portfolio of my arti¬ 
cles and suggested to the comrades that 
they might be interested in the story 
about Afghanistan. On the mention of 
that country, the two TASS errand boys 
immediately perked up. One of them 
proudly explained that he was also a 
* ‘journalist” in Afghanistan. (I place the 
word journalist in quotes, because any¬ 
one working for a government prop¬ 
aganda organ like TASS is straining cre¬ 
dulity when they claim to be journalists.) 
I told him that was really impressive, but 
I explained that my tour in Afghanistan 
wasn’t journalistic. I was there fighting 
with the mujahideen against his coun¬ 
try’s occupation of that land. The article 
was written after the fact for hard cash a 
year before I was hired as a reporter by 
SOF magazine. I also expressed surprise 
that he didn’t know about it, since Prav- 
da , the party newspaper, had written an 
article denouncing my participation in 
the war shortly after my story appeared. 
Both functionaries were now on the edge 
of their seats as they leafed through the 
article describing how we had killed a 
number of their patriotic soldiers in 
attacks against outposts and convoys in 
the Herat area. 

Santos, probably out of gratitude for 
:^ the show that I put on for him, granted 
my request for a letter recommending 
that I be allowed to join a patrol of the 
Guatemalan army. After thanking Sr, 
Santos for his help, I retrieved my port- 
fplio from the stupifled Bolsheviks and 
took my leave. 
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SOF MILITARY AFFAIRS 


82 ND AIRBORNE’S 

URGENT FURY 


All-Americans Kick Ass and 
Take Names on Grenada 

by Mark Adkin 


Last month, we reviewed the role played 
by special operations personnel, particular¬ 
ly the Rangers, in securing drop and landing 
zones on Grenada during Operation Urgent 
Fury, and their actions against Cuban, Peo¬ 
ples Revolutionary Army (PRA) and militia 


troops on the first day of the hastily planned 
invasion designed to ensure the safety of 
American medical students in Grenada after 
the assassination of Prime Minister Maurice 
Bishop in October 1983 . This month, we 
examine the role of the 82nd Airborne Divi- 


EYEWITNESS ACCOUNT 

At the time of the October 1983 multi¬ 
national intervention in Grenada, Major 
Mark Adkin was serving as a contract 
staff officer with the Barbados Defense 
Force and participated in Operation Ur¬ 
gent Fury. Leaving Barbados for Eng¬ 
land in 1987, Major Adkin began work 
on his book ^Urgent Fury , to be pub¬ 
lished by Lexington Books next spring, 
from which this series is extracted. Ma¬ 
jor Adkin'is now retired, having logged 
some 31 years in Her Majesty’s service. 










5/0/2, which was originally scheduled to re¬ 
lieve special ops personnel on the second day. 

“Keep sending battalions until I tell you 
to stop” — Major General Edward Tro- 
baugh, commander of 82nd Airborne Divi¬ 
sion and Task Force 121, at 1520 hours at 
Point Salines in a radio conversation with 
his HQ. 



D URING the planning process, there 
had been confusion over the arrival 
time in Grenada of 82nd Airborne’s lead¬ 
ing elements. It was well understood they 
should be on the ground by H-plus-four 
hours, that is about 0930. However, for 
some reason this was changed by Atlantic 
Command to a departure from Pope Air 
Force Base at H-plus-four giving, with a 
five-hour flight, an arrival time of H- 
plus-nine. This was much too late for a 
rapid takeover from the special ops 
forces, even if this had been possi¬ 
ble. Similarly, it meant the 


their mission was, except for rather vague 
peacekeeping duties. They went prepared 
to fight, but they were not under com¬ 
mand of the Americans. U.S. troops were 
not briefed on their participation; the 
U.S. high command had not included 
them in their planning and had told them 
nothing about D-Day objectives of U.S. 
forces. As Admiral Wesley McDonald, 
Comander-in-Chief Atlantic, was to 
admit in his official report to the Chair¬ 
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, three 
months later: 

“During preliminary and final plan- 



Caribbean Peacekeeping 
Force (CPF) units would ar¬ 


rive before, rather than af¬ 


ter, the 82nd 


None of the contin 


gents in the CPF 


knew what to ex¬ 


pect on arrival, or 


impor¬ 


tantly, what 


ning, the control of the CPF was not coor¬ 
dinated with CJTF 120 (Vice Admiral 
Metcalf, Commander Second Fleet and 
Commander Joint Task Force 120) creat¬ 
ing early confusion on the planning for 
inserting the CPF.” 

Brigadier Rudyard Lewis, who was dou¬ 
ble hatted as chief of staff of the Barbados 
Defense Force and Regional Security Coor¬ 
dinator, was to have been the Caribbean 

On patrol with vehicle-mounted M60 near 
Salines Airport. Security of the airport at 
Salines was considered critical. Photo: 
AP/Wide World 














representative with Metcalf on the USS 
Guam . Colonel Ken Barnes of the Jamaica 
Defense Force (JDF) would command the 
CPF on the ground. 

So Lewis went in the next day on the first 
available C-130. In his own words, “We 
went in completely blind.” Nobody had 
even bothered to tell him the code name of 
the operation — Urgent Fury. 

Arriving mid-morning were 300 West In¬ 
dian troops and paramilitary police. 
Jamaica provided an infantry company, 
Barbados a strongly reinforced platoon of 
some 50 men, Antigua and Barbuda a 


Island paradise of Grenada, which in a few 
short years of self rule within the British 
Commonwealth had been subjected to a 
Marxist reign of terror and was being built 
into a steppingstone for communist 
expansion in the Caribbean. 

squad, while Dominica, St. Lucis, and St. 
Kitts contributed detachments of armed 
police Special Service Units (SSUs). A 
group from St. Vincent arrived the follow¬ 
ing day, along with a larger contingent of 
Barbadian policemen. All Caribbean per¬ 
sonnel wore blue armbands to distinguish 
them from the Grenadian PRA. 


Captain Blatti, operations officer, lst/505th 
PIR, 82nd Airborne, coordinates helicopter 
flights to LZs in search operation for 
Cubans on Grenada. Communication 
between Army, Navy, Marine and Air 
Force units was difficult and hampered 
efficiency on some operations. Photo: Jim 
Graves 

Lewis agreed, in discussion with Major 
General George Crist, USMC, who accom¬ 
panied the CPF as senior liaison officer, and 
General Scholtes, who commanded TF 123 
with the Special Forces, that he should re¬ 
lieve the 2nd/75th Rangers of responsibility 
for prisoners. 

By nightfall, some 250 captives, includ¬ 
ing 10-12 PRA, had been rounded up and 
the Cuban barracks ransacked. The accom¬ 
modation in “Old’ ’ Camp was ankle deep in 
litter. 

At five minutes past two in the afternoon 
the first C-141 Starlifter bringing 82nd Air¬ 
borne troops touched down at Salines. Out 
stepped Major General Trobaugh, accom¬ 
panied by his forward headquarters staff and 
A Company, 2nd/325th. 

The previous 36 hours had been frustrat¬ 
ing for Trobaugh. His mission had been 
changed to one of mopping up and law and 
order duties. Like other commanders, his 
information on Grenada was sketchy. He 
was supposed to take over from the Special 
Forces and Rangers early on D-Day, but his 
delayed departure had made that impossi¬ 
ble. Then he had an annoying argument 
with the MAC staff over the 12 Starlifters 
assigned to carry his units. They all arrived 
rigged to land at Salines, whereas Trobaugh 
wanted the parachute option. Eventually he 
prevailed, and the aircraft were rigged for a 
drop. Also worrying was his position in the 
command set up. He was commander of TF 
121, but the plan involved two other task 
forces operating on the ground in Grenada 
— JTF 123 under Scholtes, plus TF 124 
under Captain Carl Erie, with the Marines 
ashore in the north. There was no ground 
force commander as such, and Trobaugh 
rightly foresaw coordination problems 
ahead. Indeed, these difficulties were ex¬ 
acerbated by poor to nonexistent direct 
radio communictions between the 82nd Air¬ 
borne, the Marines, and Metcalf on the 
Guam. Eventually a special Army com¬ 
munications team had to be set up aboard 
the Guam to try to resolve this situation. 

The divisional plan had envisaged de¬ 
ployment to Grenada in two phases, an 
assault echelon and a follow-on echelon. 
The assault units consisted of the divisional 
forward command post (CP), the forward 
command post of 2nd Brigade with two 
infantry battalions under Colonel Stephen 
Silvasy; two field artillery batteries, an en¬ 
gineer platoon, a military police platoon, 
and four Stinger teams from 3rd/4th Air 
Defense Artillery Regiment (ADA). This 
grouping was usually referred to as “a com¬ 
bat slice.” The battalions were the 2nd/ 
325th under Lieutenant Colonel Jack 
Hamilton and the 3rd/325th under Lieuten¬ 
ant Colonel John Raines. Each artillery bat- 
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tery had six 105mm howitzers. The follow- 
on echelon was Colonel Terry Scott’s for¬ 
ward CP from 3rd Brigade, with Lieutenant 
Colonel George Crocker’s lst/505th and 
Lieutenant Colonel Shaw’s lst/508th, plus 
another artillery battery. These units were to 
deploy “light,” with only a few vehicles 
per battalion, manpacking most of their 
equipment. As with the Rangers, this meant 
the troopers were frequently overloaded. 
The infantrymen on Grenada were slow 
moving, suffered from heat exhaustion and 
were unable to climb hills quickly. None 
felt the weight of their equipment more than 
the radio operators and Stinger teams. A 
Stinger crew member carried about 110 
pounds, which made it impossible for them 
to keep up with their units off the tracks. 
Although no air threat ever materialized, no 
less than 27 Stinger teams deployed to Gre¬ 
nada by the end of October. As they had few 
vehicles, resupply would have been a major 
problem had they actually fired. 

When Trobaugh had taken off at 1007 
hours it was uncertain whether he would 
jump or land. He was not in the picture as to 
what was happening at Salines, so during 
the flight he tried to listen in on Scholtes’ 
radio net. Communications were difficult, 
so he learned little. However, after 2Vi 
hours, it was confirmed that Salines had 
been secured. That did not necessarily mean 
it was safe to land the Starlifters on the 
unfinished runway, the western end of 
which was still only surfaced with gravel 
and oil. To check this out was the task of 
Brigadier Robert Patterson, USAF, vice 
commander, 21st Air Force, MAC, from 
McGuire AFB. Patterson, a highly deco¬ 
rated officer with almost 300 combat flying 
hours, landed from Barbados in a C-130 at 
1130. He gave the go-ahead for daylight 
landings, and Air Force Combat Control 
Teams set up lighting facilities for night 
landings. 

Shortly before Trobaugh’s aircraft 
touched down, Captain Clyde Newman, 
commanding B Company, lst/75th Rang¬ 
ers, decided that something must be done to 
rescue two wounded Ranger scouts. Col¬ 
lecting some Cuban prisoners and a Span¬ 
ish-speaking Ranger, Newman, holding a 
bull-horn, slowly advanced toward Little 
Havana with the Cuban construction work¬ 
ers in front. He called out to the Cubans to 
surrender, whereupon two came forward 
with their weapons above their heads. First 
Sergeant Cayton advanced to the com¬ 
pound, where he found about 150 Cubans 
apparently willing to give up. He also dis¬ 
covered two dead and 23 wounded. Cayton 
continued to negotiate, and shortly before 
1500 he was able to escort out the wounded 
plus about 70 prisoners. The remaining 80 
had decided to fight on. While at the com¬ 
pound, he was able to destroy several heavy 
weapons, including mortars and recoilless 
rifles. This initiative from B Company was 
a serious blow to the Cubans’ ability to 
resist. 

At that time Trobaugh was unaware of 
this success. After disembarking, he had 


82nd Airborne detailed with security of 
Salines Airport, Grenada, 25 October 1983. 
Photo: DoD 

expressed his surprise at finding Ranger 
LTC Hagler with his CP still only 20 meters 
from the runway. He jumped on a Cuban 
dump truck and was driven to meet Scholtes 
at his headquarters west of the terminal. The 
picture painted was far from rosy. 

The original plan called for the Rangers 
and Special Forces to leave Grenada on the 
25th, but Trobaugh was rapidly disabused 
of any such possibility. Salines had been 
secured; the students at True Blue were 
safe, and the Marines had Pearls. These 


were the pluses. The debit side was longer. 
Resistance had been heavier than expected. 
The Cubans and PRA were still fighting, 
and there was another campus at Grand 
Anse full of students waiting to be rescued. 
And there was no way the two under¬ 
strength Ranger battalions could secure 
Camp Calivigny as planned. But the worst 
news concerned the rough handling given to 
the Special Forces in operations around St. 
George’s. Trobaugh learned of the failed 
attack on Richmond Hill Prison, the suc¬ 
cessful PRA counterattack at Beausejour, 
and the fact that the SEALs had not secured 
the Governor General, but rather that they. 
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and he, were under seige. He felt fully justi¬ 
fied in sending the quoted message for rein¬ 
forcements. His request was relayed upward 
to Washington, where a worried Secretary of 
Defense Weinberger eventually agreed. 
Within three days no fewer than six batta¬ 
lions of the 82nd were sent to Grenada. 

The defense of Salines was stronger than 
anticipated; it set back the U.S. invasion 
timetable. Resistance slowed down the 
whole schedule of the intervention; after 
D-Day the Americans became more uncer¬ 
tain, more cautious, and slow to move out of 
the Salines area because of the concern for 
the security of the airhead and the large 
number of enemy unaccounted for. 

By late afternoon, Trobaugh had three 
infantry battalions at Salines. Both the 1st/ 
75th and 2nd/75th Rangers were to come 
under his command, allowing Scholtes to 
extract his Special Forces and go home once 
the debacle at Government House had been 
resolved. Trobaugh also had Hamilton’s 
2nd/325th. The remainder of this battalion 
had arrived before nightfall, but Raines’ 
3rd/325th had been diverted to Barbados 
when attempts to provide sufficient runway 
lighting failed. At Grantley Adams airport 
3rd/325th transferred to C-130s and, 
together with three 105mm guns, arrived in 
Grenada at 0246 on the 26th. 

Metcalf had decided that the Ranger 
battalions should switch to CTF 121 (Tro¬ 
baugh) at 1900 that evening, but although 
Trobaugh knew this, 2nd Battalion’s LTC 
Hagler was not told until 3V2 hours later, 
and 1st Battalion’s LTC Taylor knew no¬ 
thing about it until 0630 the next morning. 
At a crucial time, when planning and coor¬ 
dination for continuing operations should 
have been in progress, nothing was happen¬ 
ing. Command and control fell victim to 
confusion, Trobaugh was aware that some 
Marines had landed on the coast north of St. 
George’s at 1900, but he was not the ground 
force commander, and his communications 
with the Marines were nonexistent. Equally 
frustrating was the fact that, although he 
could see the USS Guam on the horizon, 
more often then not he was unable to speak 
to Metcalf. The Army CP and the Admiral 
commanding were in direct line of sight 
only a few miles apart, yet radio contact was 
impossible, except occasionally via a satel¬ 
lite. Trobaugh confined himself to assessing 
his own situation. 

It was some relief when Raines arrived 
with his battalion, plus a troop of howitzers, 
in the early hours of the morning. With a 
brigade of two battalions now available, 
Trobaugh gave orders to Colonel Silvasy. 
Hamilton, with 2nd/325th, was to move 
through the Ranger positions and push north 
as far as Mome Rouge and Frequente, while 
Raines with 3rd/325lh was to clear the True 
Blue peninsula. An advance of 1,500 
meters was contemplated, with the 2nd/ 
325th having to deal with the remaining 
Cubans at Little Havana. If things went 
well, it might be possible to reach the Lime 
and Grand Anse campus. 

In the south there were only two weak 


Troops of the 82nd Airborne disembark at 
Point Salines airport to relieve advance 
special operations personnel and continue 
mopping-up operations. Photo: Alan J. 
Oxley 

Ranger battalions along with 300 Carib¬ 
bean soldiers and policemen, and the 82nd 
Airborne could not start arriving until late 
afternoon. 

The 82nd Airborne eventually had six 
infantry battalions in Grenada, but only suf¬ 
fered two deaths by enemy action. Both of 
these were men from the same battalion, 
Hamilton’s 2nd/325th, and both were from 
B Company. One was the company com¬ 
mander, Captain Michael Ritz, who was 
shot at night during a reconnaissance in 
front of the Cuban positions. The other was 
a squad leader. Staff Sergeant Gary Epps, 
who was killed on the morning of the 26th 
when a recoilless rifle he was attempting to 
unload exploded. Ten months later Major 
General Trobaugh, accompanied by Col¬ 
onel Silvasy, the brigade commander, was 
to be the reviewing officer at a dedication 


ceremony at Fort Bragg when the plaque 
naming the Ritz-Epps Sports Complex was 
unveiled. As it turned out, B Company’s 
attack to secure the Cuban headquarters at 
Little Havana early that day was the only 
combat action the division was required to 
undertake. 

At dawn that morning Trobaugh’s inten¬ 
tion was to use the 2nd/325th and 3rd/325th 
to expand the tiny foothold that had been 
seized by the Rangers in the southwest cor¬ 
ner of the island. The two Ranger battalions 
would be a quick reaction reserve force, 
with the three 105mm guns that had arrived 
being available for support from Salines. 
The artillery gun position was initially south 
of the runway, but with all the potential 
targets north of the strip this was highly 
dangerous to the scores of aircraft using it. 
This error was rectified, with the guns being 
deployed north of the runway on the open 
ground immediately east of the terminal 
buildings. 

It was disappointing that no further rein¬ 
forcements had arrived as hoped. As early 
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as 0230 on the 26th Secretary of Defense 
Weinberger had approved two more battal¬ 
ions, followed later by another two, but 
none were destined to reach Grenada that 
day, although Colonel Terry Scott’s 3rd 
Brigade with 1 st/505th took off from Pope 
AFB at 1007 hours. Apart from brigade HQ 
and a small element of Crocker’s lst/505th, 
none reached Grenada until the 27th. 

The delay was primarily due to aircraft 
congestion on the ground, as well as radio 
communication and other problems. Briga¬ 
dier Patterson, with a staff of five, had set 
up his headquarters in Barbados, but the 
sheer number of flights compounded the 
other difficulties, preventing his being able 
to control the flow. The end result was that 
aircraft were often stacked up, circling 
round and round over the island, waiting for 
the runway to clear. Unloading ramps did 
not exist, so getting planes turned around 
was a slow, laborious, process. Frequently 
flights had to be diverted to Barbados, low 
on fuel. Such was the fate of Colonel Scott’s 
battalion from the 3rd Brigade on the 26th. 


All these problems were unknown to 
Captain Ritz as he contemplated his mis¬ 
sion, due to start at daylight. His company 
had been detailed by Hamilton to assault the 
Cuban compound from its present location 
on the fuel tank hill to the west, while A 
Company would have fire support from the 
Calliste hills to the east. C Company would 
be in reserve (C Company was actually B 
Company, 2nd/505th which was attached to 
the 2nd/325th. Hamilton “designated” B 
Company, 2nd/505th as his “C” Com¬ 
pany). After taking Little Havana, B Com¬ 
pany was to push up onto the Mome Rouge 
high ground and possibly, on order, reach 
the Grand Anse campus. 

Ritz decided to take out a platoon leader’s 
reconnaissance patrol at 0430, while it was 
still dark, in order to explore the approach to 
the enemy position along the ridgclinc that 
overlooked it from the west. This ridge was 
only 250 meters from the Cubans in the 
valley, and there was every likelihood that 
more were occupying the ridge itself. The 
patrol consisted of the company command¬ 


er, Second Lieutenant Stephen Seager and 
Sergeant Terry Guinn. They moved 
cautiously forward through the long grass 
and dense scrub that covered the ridge. In 
the blackness it was difficult not to make a 
noise as boots crunched on twigs or scraped 
bushes. They were a considerable distance 
from their own lines, descending a saddle 
northwest of the compound, when they 
bumped the Cubans. Bursts of close range 
machine-gun and rifle fire hit them. Ritz 
was killed at once. Guinn collapsed badly 
wounded, while Seager flung himself down 
unscathed and started crawling and firing to 
distract attention from his fallen comrades. 
By 0530, however, Seager’s platoon had 
advanced sufficiently to drive the Cubans 
down into the compound, so that Guinn 
could be rescued. 

It was a depressing start for B Company 
to have lost its commander and a platoon 
leader so early. Things looked difficult for a 
while after the advance began, as the com¬ 
pany came under intense small arms fire 
from enemy positions that were hard to pin¬ 
point in the grass and bushes. A number of 
men in the leading platoons were wounded, 
so no attempt was made to assault the Cuban 
compound until after it had received a se¬ 
vere pounding by A Company’s machine 
guns and mortars, the guns at Salines and 
naval gunfire from ships at sea. Numerous 
strafing runs by A-7 Corsairs were called in 
to hit the unmistakable cluster of buildings 
in the valley, which were still flying a large 
Cuban flag that served as a convenient iden¬ 
tification marker for the pilots. 

The bombardment soon produced results. 

A platoon advanced down the slope to 
accept the surrender of 86 Cubans. Sixteen 
dead were discovered in the ruins or nearby. 
Although the Americans could not know it, 
it was the end of Cuban resistance to the 
invasion. 

During the afternoon, the 2nd/325th 
inched forward on foot. B Company hauled 
themselves and their heavy packs to the top 
of Mome Rouge, while C Company moved 
eastward as far as the now-deserted supply 
base at Frequente. Here they found a verit¬ 
able Aladdin’s Cave of weapons and 
ammunition in the warehouses, which the 
PRA logistics chief, Fraser, had been un¬ 
able to move. 

Back at Salines, the 82nd was in the pro¬ 
cess of taking over the area, including 
POWs, from the CPF. At around midday 
CPF witnesses were amused to watch an 
82nd Airborne colonel administering a 
tremendous dressing down to a humble 
master sergeant wearing his paratroopers’ 
red beret. The Sergeant had arrived in a jeep 
feeling very pleased with himself. Tied up 
in the back of the vehicle were three prison¬ 
ers in civilian clothes. He thought he had 
done well when he pulled his captives out of 
the jeep, protesting vehemently. The col¬ 
onel disagreed, as his prisoners were Rus¬ 
sians; none other than the number two at 
their embassy, an intelligence officer with a 
mouth full of steel teeth, and their driver. 
Diplomatic immunity secured their immedi- 
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ate release, while the colonel berated the 
unfortunate sergeant for his initiative and 
for wearing his beret rather than his helmet. 
Those watching were uncertain which 
“crime” the colonel considered the most 
serious. 

In terms of missions accomplished, the 
26th had been a successful day. The Cubans 
had surrendered at Little Havana, and the 
Governor General had finally been rescued. 
The PRA logistics base had fallen, and more 
than 230 civilians had been evacuated from 
Grand Anse. All this at a cost of two men 
killed plus 11 wounded in action. In the 
north, the Marines’ E Company, 2nd/8th 
Battalion Landing Team had spent the day 
collecting arms caches around Pearls, while 
in the extreme south Raines’ 3rd/325th had 
uneventfully occupied the True Blue penin¬ 
sula. No futher infantry battalions had ar¬ 
rived, and that night TF 121 ’s front line 
stretched from Mome Rouge in the west, 
southeastward through Frequente to the 
True Blue peninsula. 

TF J2J seemed preoccupied with the 
need to secure every inch of ground before 
making any substantial advance. 

Trobaugh’s orders for the 27th reflect the 
innate slowness of his operations. He did not 
believe he could get to Calivigny until the 
28th, even though during the early morning 
hours of the 27th his Combat Aviation Batta¬ 
lion, which had arrived in Barbados in C-5A 
Galaxies on the 26th, began flying into Gre¬ 
nada. By dawn on Thursday, many of the 
Black Hawks had arrived. It was at this time 
also that the three medevac Black Hawks of 
the 57th Medical Detachment of XVIII Air¬ 
borne Corps flew in, one being sent to 
Pearls, the other two staying at Salines. The 
main problem was fuel. It was discovered 
that the 10,000-gallon fuel bladder at 
Salines was empty, so many of the aircraft 
had to be used to ferry small, 500 gallon 
bladders to and from the Guam . 

Trobaugh’s orders were that 2nd Bri¬ 


Member of Caribbean Peacekeeping Force 
with SLR stands guard over suspects during 
early mopping-up stages. Processing of 
prisoners was jointly handled by members 
of the CPF and the 82nd. Photo: Alan J. 
Oxley 

gade, with the 2nd/325th and 3rd/325th, 
push forward to the Golflands and Wood¬ 
lands Estate area, about a kilometer south of 
St. George’s. Scott’s 3rd Brigade only con¬ 
sisted of a few elements of the lst/505th, but 
as they were reinforced during the next day 
they were to search and secure the Lance 
aux Epines peninsula. 

Shortly after first light on Thursday the 
27th, long columns of infantry from the 
82nd slowly uncoiled themselves from their 
overnight locations. The temperature rose, 
and the troops were sweating profusely and 
somewhat apprehensive as to what the day 
would bring. On the left, Hamilton’s 2nd if 
325th led the way down from the Mome 
Rouge high ground to the coastal flat land 
behind Grand Anse beach. By 0920, the 
2nd/325th entered the bumed-out remains 
of the old Police Training College at Grand 
Anse. There was no opposition. 

To the south, over on the other side of 
Mome Rouge ridge, Raines’ 3rd/325th be¬ 
gan to move forward slowly, ever so slow¬ 
ly, down the road from Frequente, past the 
drive-in cinema toward Ruth Howard, the 
Sugar Mill, and eventually the Woodlands 
Estate area. The scout platoon was in the 
lead, and it was a very long time before the 
last troops in the battalion were able to move 
out. There was a lot of stopping and starting 
and much bunching up. Resistance was lim¬ 
ited to occasional sniper fire; nothing se¬ 
rious. The 3rd/325th was advancing along 
the boundary between their 2nd Brigade and 
3rd Brigade on the right. 

Lieutenant Colonel George Crocker’s 
lst/505th had a late start, holding at their 
line of deparure until the 3rd/325th could 


cross their front. His was the only infantry 
battalion of Colonel Scott’s 3rd Brigade in 
Grenada that morning, and their task was to 
secure the high ground overlooking Grand 
Anse Estate before exploring the Lance aux 
Epines peninsula. During their advance, B 
Company was fired upon by automatic 
weapons, and within 30 minutes they ma¬ 
neuvered to kill one and capture four. 

A relatively quiet start to the morning, 
but the afternoon was to be a disaster. 

It is puzzling why the JCS considered it 
so essential to assault Calivigny after the 
Rangers had been unable to get there on 
D-Day. By this time it had no tactical or 
strategic importance left. Calivigny was to 
the PRA what Fort Bragg is to the 82nd 
Airborne. 

As we now know, all PRA troops moved 
out of the camp on 23 October, as soon as 
invasion seemed imminent. With reflec¬ 
tion, this should have been apparent to plan¬ 
ners or their intelligence staffs, but 
seemingly it was not, because a full-scale 
battalion attack was ordered. 

Trobaugh detailed Hagler’s battalion for 
the mission — it had been his originally 
anyway — reinforced by C Company of the 
lst/75th, now recovered from their Rich¬ 
mond Hill Prison setback and returned to 
their battalion. To these Rangers the pros¬ 
pect of yet another difficult task caused a 
few misgivings initially. It seemed to some 
that the Rangers were doing all the fighting 
and that they had done their fair share. They 
had, after all, been led to believe they would 
be pulled out at the end of the first day. 

At 1600 hours, 17 guns from the three 
batteries of the 1 st/319th and lst/320th 
Field Artillery opened fire from Salines. 

At the same time, the leading troops of 
the scout platoon of Raines’ 3rd/325th were 
approaching the Ruth Howard/Sugar Mill 
road junction, having advanced one kilo¬ 
meter since the start early that morning. 
Suddenly they came under fire from a sniper 
located behind them and to their left, north 
of the road. 

While three battalions of the 82nd ginger¬ 
ly moved northeast and east toward the town 
of Lance aux Epines, two companies of 
Marines undertook the task of securing the 
city, together with possible PRA positions 
along the Mome Jaloux ridge. 

By nightfall Trobaugh had been rein¬ 
forced by the second battalion of the 3rd 
Brigade. This was Lieutenant Colonel Hugh 
Shaw’s lst/508th. Much to its annoyance, 
this battalion was destined to take no part in 
any operations, being given the task of 
security at Salines, despite the fact that there 
were still two more battalions to arrive, both 
of whom would be involved in mopping up 
over the next few days. On the ground a 
kilometer still separated the Marines at Ross 
Point from the nearest 82nd battalion (2nd/ 
325th) just to the north of Grand Anse. 
Raines’ men had halted north of the Sugar 
Mill, while Crocker was on the high ground 
north of Lance aux Epines peninsula, which 
had not yet been secured. Apart from some 
random sniper fire, mostly against the 3rd/ 


58 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


DECEMBER 88 









325th in the center, there had been no 
enemy interference with progress. 

The explanation is to be found in a num¬ 
ber of factors. Firstly, Trobaugh was not 
pushing, not driving his units forward, 
seemingly being content to expand his 
bridghead around Salines gradually and 
seeing no reason to speed things up. True, 
his communications with the Guam were 
erratic, but he could have flown out to the 
ship in a few minutes if need be, if he was 
unsure of what to do. Then, like the other 
commanders, Trobaugh just could not bring 
himself to believe it was all over, and indeed 
had been so for at least 24 hours. Reports 
and rumors of Cubans still ensured extreme 
caution. The lack of actual resistance and 
the cooperative friendliness of Grenadians 
was not interpreted correctly. 

[Other sources in volved in Urgent Fury dif¬ 
fer with Major Adkin’s interpretation of the 
slow progress made by the 82nd. They state: 
“Numerous U.S. citizens had to be evacu¬ 
ated, and hundreds of weapons captured , 
consolidated and evacuated. Several hun¬ 
dred houses were searched and cleared — a 
slow and tedious process—and hundreds of 
refugees were controlled and processed. 
Many PRA suspects were apprehended and 
processed as POWs. Population control 
measures were also established to control 
heavy looting by local Grenadians. The idea 
was not to run across the island. ” These 
sources also state that Trobaugh did in fact 
fly out to the Guam,] 

But this was not quite all. Researchers 
from Walter Reed Army Institute of Re¬ 
search prepared a report, which was pub¬ 
lished in early 1987 in the Military Review, 
on the overloading of infantry troops on 
Grenada, The joint authors were Major 
James Dubik, a Ranger officer, and Major 
Terrence Fullerton, a psychologist at the 
Walter Reed Army Medical Center. Their 
report was based on interviews with person¬ 
nel of several of the nine battalions that 
participated in Urgent Fury, many taking 
place on the island shortly after combat. 

Not only were the majority of the infantry 
without their vehicles for most of the first 
few days, but they were not acclimatized to 
the heat. Their uniforms were not tropical 
issue, and the hills were steep, if not parti¬ 
cularly high. On top .of this many soldiers 
were heavily overburdened. As the report 
states, 29 soldiers of one battalion collapsed 
with heat exhaustion in a day. Another 
battalion’s aid post treated 48 heat casual¬ 
ties, while a third used up their entire supply 
of intravenous solution on heat cases. The 
hills and the heat were as effective as enemy 
action in causing losses. 

Regarding the actual weight carried and 
its effect, the report gives some revealing 
examples. One soldier recalled: 

“We attacked to secure the airhead. We 
were like slow moving turtles. My rucksack 
weighted 120 pounds. I would get up and 
rush for 10 yards, throw myself down and 
couldn’t get up. I’d rest for 10 or 15 min¬ 
utes, struggle to get up, go 10 more yards 
and collapse. After a few rushes, I was 
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physically unable to move, and I’m in great 
shape. Finally after I got to the assembly 
area, I chucked my rucksack and was able to 
fight, but I was totally drained.” 

Then another said: 

“I thought the rucksacks we were taking 
had too much in them ... It proved out 
when we got down there ... There were all 
those guys sitting on the side of the road 
with IV tubes in them. There’s no way the 
guys could do it. We got most of those heat 
casualties walking up that one hill.” 

Finally, after describing how his unit had 
to sit halfway up a hill waiting for the re¬ 
mainder to struggle up, one soldier added, 
“Even the commanding officer fell out of 


that one. He was dead tired; he also lost all 
of his radio-telephone operators.” 

A glance at the photograph of some 82nd 
troopers resting beside a track confirms that 
these descriptions of exhaustion were not 
exaggerations. The cause of this overload¬ 
ing was uncertainty — uncertainty back in 
the United States during preparations for the 
operation. Commanders had meager in¬ 
formation on the enemy, the terrain, even 
on their own role and objectives. The result 
was that, with some exceptions, they over¬ 
loaded their men —just in case. Perhaps the 
most damning comment of all made by the 

Continued on page 100 



Smiling troopers from the 82nd wait to 
move out. Why are they smiling? 
Because they’re riding. Uncertain as 
to what their mission and the 
resupply situation would be, 

U.S. troops in Grenada were 
overloaded, and many 
fell victim to heat 
exhaustion. Photo: 

AP/Wide World 




SOI HANDGUNS 

KILLING 

EFFECT 

A Thinking Man’s Guide 
to Wound Ballistics 

by Peter G. Kokalis 



W HEN anticipating a situation which 
would require the use of deadly 
force, one is obviously best equipped if he is 
carrying a weapon which is truly deadly and 
forceful, such as an assault rifle or a shot¬ 
gun. However, social restraints, as well as 
situational and even operational consider- 
tions, often leave no alternative but to pack 
a pistol. A pistol you do have is far better 
than a shotgun you don’t have, but the pistol 
is primarily a defensive tool, and any hand¬ 
gun has an inherently limited potential as a 
weapon. Having faced the fact that the 
weapon we carry has unavoidable limita¬ 
tions, how do we maximize its potential? 

Having carefully attended to the mechan¬ 
ical well-being of your particular weapon (it 
obviously must function with absolute re¬ 
liability and must shoot precisely where you 
aim it) and having become thoroughly 
trained in its use (no weapon of any con¬ 
figuration or caliber will help you if you 
can’t put rounds on target), the single most 
important way to enhance the lethality of a 
handgun is by the careful selection of the 
ammunition you fire through it. 

Much has been written on the subject of 
the lethality of various handgun calibers, 
loadings and bullets. Regrettably, very little 
of that published in the popular gun press 
has evidenced — or even acknowledged — 
the necessary frame of reference of physics, 
chemistry, mathematics, engineering, hu¬ 
man physiology (likely human targets do 
not, after all, grow from Duxseal and pine 
boards) and trauma medicine. Indeed, much 
of that published appears to be merely “puff 
pieces” paraphrased from the promotional 
literature of manufacturers who would 
earnestly like you to buy their wonder bul¬ 
lets. For the most part, these manufacturers 
— both large and small — have been tailor¬ 
ing handgun ammunition so it will relate 
well to the ill-advised (and now discredited) 
Relative Incapacitation Index. We shall 
deal with the RII and some specific wonder 
bullets shortly, after we attempt to correct 
some of the unfortunate misconceptions 
which have been fed to a readership whose 
appetite for knowledge on a deadly serious 
subject has rarely if ever been adequately 
satisfied. 

A favorite shibboleth of some gun writers 
is “kinetic energy,” along with such 
associated phrases as “muzzle energy” and 
“kinetic energy transfer” or “dump.” 
More than 50 years ago, Julian S. Hatcher in 
his classic work .Textbook of Pistols and 
Revolvers , stated “... if two bullets deliver 


Clearing water out of the barrel of a 
M1911A1 Government Model .45 ACP 
pistol is not mentioned in FM 23-35, but 
this infantryman of the U.S. Army’s 25th 
Division had just fallen into a waterhole 
during patrol in the Plain of Reeds, 
northwest of Saigon in March of 1967. As it 
has the potential for making the biggest 
hole, the .45 ACP round would still be our 
best choice, if a 230- to 260-grain 
mushrooming bullet were available. Photo: 
AP/Wide World 
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RIGHT: Filled with No. 12 birdshot, the 
much publicized Glaser Safety Slug is 
driven at extremely high velocity and 
literally explodes upon initial contact with 
human tissue. Producing a large, but 
shallow, temporary cavity, none of its 
pellets penetrate more than 4.7 inches. The 
Glaser is effective only against plastic water 
jugs and cantaloupes. Diagram courtesy Dr. 
Martin L. Fackler 

equal amounts of energy to the body, the 
wound produced may be much more serious 
in one case than in another. Thus the amount 
of energy actually expended by the bullet in 
the body does not measure either the killing 
effect or the stopping power. A thrust with a 
dagger, which may kill in a few minutes, 
will deliver far less energy than a blow from 
the fist.” In other words, kinetic energy is 
part of our consideration only because it is 
the kinetic energy, carried by the mass of 
the bullet to the target, which will ultimately 
make possible the destructive effect of the 
bullet, but there is not a direct or linear 
relationship between kinetic energy deliv¬ 
ered to the target and the incapacitation of 
that target. In fact, as we shall see, with 
many projectiles more velocity (which with 
a constant mass translates to more kinetic 
energy delivered to the target) actually 
means less incapacitation of the target. 

Furthermore, in any physical collision an 
appreciable amount of the kinetic energy is 
converted to heat energy. That amount of 
the bullet's energy which converts to heat 
will not be available to disrupt tissue. If 
kinetic energy is the pivotal consideration, it 
is incumbent upon those who insist on using 
kinetic energy as a magic power factor to 
demonstrate how much energy is lost to heat, 
and alter their calculations accordingly. To 
date, I am unaware that this has been done. 

However, we don't need the first law of 
thermodynamics to illustrate how absurd it 
is to consider only muzzle energy when 
attempting to determine lethality. Common 
sense dictates, and the observations of any¬ 
one who ever witnessed a shooting will cor¬ 
roborate, that a handgun projectile carrying 
450 foot-pounds of kinetic energy will not 
propel a 150-pound target three feet rear¬ 
ward, even if we disregard the coefficient of 
friction between the target and the ground. 
Let's be grateful for this, as Newton's third 
law of motion states that for every action 
there is an equal and opposite reaction, and 
the shooter would suffer the same consequ¬ 
ences. If you don’t believe me, strap on a 
Second Chance vest and see for yourself 
how far 450 foot-pounds (or even six times 
that amount, i.e. 7.62x51mm NATO ball) 
of blunt trauma will shove you rearward. 
However, common sense does not deter gun 
writers who plug this less than germane 
information into their every article. Perhaps 
because it sounds impressive, requires no 
laboratory equipment other than a chrono¬ 
graph, and its formula (kinetic energy 
equals the square of the velocity in feet per 
second multiplied by the weight of the bullet 
in grains and divided by 450,240) can be 
solved by those with no more than a grade- 


ABOVE: A typical example of light-weight, 
high-velocity pistol ammunition fostered by 
the Relative Incapacitation Index. The 
Plus-P .38 Special bullet expands to .58 
caliber but will penetrate not much more 
than 8 inches of soft tissue. Ammunition of 
this type should be avoided. Diagram 
courtesy Dr. Martin L. Fackler 

school knowledge of arithmetic, they con¬ 
sider it to be good copy filler. 

Other popular expressions are “instant 
incapacitation,” ”knockdown power” and 
“one-shot stops.” It’s true that some indi¬ 
viduals drop dead from relatively superfi¬ 
cial wounds, because they have apparently 
been programmed by television and the 
movies to believe that is the inevitable result 
of being shot. Don't count on your adver¬ 
sary responding in this manner, however, as 
others who have been severely wounded 
have reacted, at least initially, with even 
more aggression and violence. In his book. 
Gunshot Wounds (copyright 1985, Elsevier 
Science Publishing Co., Inc., New York, 
NY 10017), Dr. Vincent J. M. DiMaio re¬ 
ports an incident in which a man whose 
heart was literally shredded by No. IVi pel¬ 
lets fired from a 12-gauge shotgun at a dis¬ 
tance of only 3-4 feet was able to run 65 feet 
before collapsing. Consciousness depends, 
for our purposes here, upon the brain’s con¬ 
tinuing supply of oxygen. Medical research 
indicates that after complete occlusion of 
the brain’s blood vessels, it may continue to 
function with its residual oxygen for seven 
to 15 seconds — permitting purposeful ac¬ 
tions, such as pulling a trigger, to continue. 


Drugs and alcohol can also numb the body’s 
sensitivity to injury. Those seeking to deliv¬ 
er certain and instant incapacitation to their 
opponents had best position themselves be¬ 
hind an Hispano-Suiza 20mm automatic 
cannon firing High Explosive Incendiary 
ammunition, as no handgun can offer that 
guarantee. 

There are countless other misconceptions 
concerning the effects produced on the hu¬ 
man body by the penetration of a projectile 
from a firearm. Almost all are a consequ¬ 
ence of the failure to understand and adhere 
to the basic principles of the scientific 
method. An example of incorrect methodol¬ 
ogy would be to assume that specific pistol 
calibers and bullets would “stop fights” an 
exact percentage of times based solely upon 
the results of no more than a handful of 
homicide autopsies per caliber and bullet 
type. Such real-life statistical tabulations 
may be useful but can hardly be regarded as 
conclusive, given the narrowness of the data 
base; variables which are not included in the 
data are nearly infinite. 

Valid tests of bullet performance are few 
and far between, but Dr. Martin L. Fackler, 
Director of the Wound Ballistics Laboratory 
at the Letterman Army Institute of Research 
in San Francisco, is among those whose 
scientific research has recently produced 
valuable data concerning gunshot wounds. 
As a medical doctor, Fackler is primarily 
concerned with wound ballistics insofar as 
they affect the surgeon's ability to treat gun¬ 
shot wounds. Nevertheless, his findings 
have provided important corollary insights 
into combat bullet performance. Unfortu- 
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nately, Fackler’s results are usually pre¬ 
sented in medical literature not readily 
available to the public. 

Before we can discuss our options in the 
selection of effective handgun ammunition 
based upon such research, we must briefly 
survey the actual mechanisms of wounding. 

The principal mechanism of wounding is 
the wound track itself. As the bullet travels 
through the body, it crushes and cuts 
through tissue and blood vessels and breaks 
bones, producing what is commonly called 
the “permanent cavity.” The size of the 
permanent cavity can be increased by three 
factors. First, if the bullet yaws, and its long 
axis makes a greater angle with the path of 
travel, a wider area of tissue conies into 
contact with the bullet and is crushed. 
Second, expanding (or mushrooming) bul¬ 
lets increase their cross-sectional area and 
damage more tissue. Third, fragments from 
the bullet can detach and disrupt tissue out¬ 
side the primary wound track. In terms of 
inflicting damage, the objective is to slice 
and dice as much as possible as deeply as 
possible. 

In addition, a temporary cavity may be 
formed as tissue is stretched or accelerated 
away from the bullet’s path. Relatively elas¬ 
tic tissue (such as muscle, intestines and 
lung) rebounds shortly after stretch by tem¬ 
porary cavitation with little damage. The 
temporary cavitation stretch produced by 
handgun bullets typically produces serious 
damage only in nonelastic organs, such as 
the liver. In general, the higher the bullet’s 
impact velocity, the heavier the bullet and 
the less aerodynamic its shape, the greater 
will be the temporary cavity stretch. The 
Relative Incapacitation Index (RII), pre¬ 
sented in 1983 and published in NIJ Report 
101-83 for the U.S. Department of Justice, 
is based upon the unproven assumption that 
incapacitation of a human target is directly 


ABOVE: Wound profile of the famous .38 
Special FBI load. Its 158-grain lead 
hollow-point bullet expands to .58 caliber 
and penetrates almost 12.5 inches of soft 
tissue. Although barely adequate, it’s still 
far better than Winchester’s Silvertip. 
Diagram courtesy Dr. Martin L. Fackler 

proportional to temporary tissue stretch. 
This, in turn, resulted in the current fetish 
for light-weight, high-velocity bullets. 
Most of the elastic tissue subjected to stretch 
by temporary cavitation from handgun bul¬ 
lets survives, as this localized blunt trauma 
results in transient tissue displacement only. 
In essence, the RII study has produced a 
generation of handgun ammunition effec¬ 
tive only if we aim at, and succeed in pene¬ 
trating, the liver or heart. The Relative In¬ 
capacitation Index should be abandoned. 

For a more graphic presentation of these 
important concepts, I can recommend with¬ 
out reservations the excellent video entitled, 
“Deadly Effects - What Bullets Do To 
Bodies,” available from the Anite Com¬ 
pany (Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 375, Pinole, 
CA 94564; telephone 415-724-1003. $95 
postpaid). 

A fundamental principle of the scientific 
method is that experimental results must be 
reproducible by independent researchers. 
The human body is not homogeneous, 
however, and consequently building a 
meaningful data base on the relative effec¬ 
tiveness of ammunition would require an 
almost infinite number of tests with every 
caliber and bullet configuration at every 
location on the body. Even then, the results 
would not necessarily be reproducible, as 
every test specimen would be different in 
some physiological detail. 

For similar reasons, the military tests the 
ability of projectiles to penetrate armor by 
shooting them at homogeneous plate of 


ABOVE: As this wound profile illustrates, 
the military’s 230-grain FMJ .45 ACP bullet 
will penetrate almost 26 inches of soft 
tissue, but it neither expands nor yaws 
significantly in the target, and its wound 
track is not much greater than the bullet 
diameter. Diagram courtesy Dr. Martin L. 
Fackler 

known thickness and hardness. This yields 
data which can be directly compared with 
previous and future information. Shooting 
at automobile bodies, for instance, is an 
impressive gimmick, but offers little useful 
information, as the location of components 
such as the door and window mechanisms 
under the vehicles’ skins remains unspeci¬ 
fied and, in any event, varies from model 
and year. 

To conduct valid tests of the effects of 
gunshot wounds on the human body, a 
simulant should be employed that approxi¬ 
mates as closely as possible the penetration 
characteristics, deformation, fragmentation 
and yaw behavior of projectiles as seen in 
actual living tissue. 

A variety of substances have been used to 
simulate human tissue, including Duxseal, 
modeling clay, soap, wood and wet phone 
books. All of these media will yield mis¬ 
leading information. Duxseal, clay and 
soap are nonelastic and remain near the 
position of maximum stretch produced by 
temporary cavitation. Bullets that exhibit no 
expansion whatsoever in living tissue will 
mushroom with regularity in Duxseal and 
clay. The results look awesome, and one 
might easily assume that the huge cavity 
produced demonstrates the potential for tis¬ 
sue destruction, when in reality it illustrates 
only the temporary stretch. Phone books 
and pine boards measure the penetration, 
expansion and permanent cavity through 
phone books and pine boards and little else. 

Ordnance gelatin is the only tissue simu¬ 
lant in which both the temporary and perma¬ 
nent cavities can be examined. Penetration 
and both the deformation of the bullet and 
its fragmentation pattern can be readily de¬ 
termined, as can be the radial cracking that 
corresponds to the diameter of the tempor¬ 
ary cavity. Fired projectiles and their frag¬ 
ments can be easily recovered from the gela¬ 
tin block for more detailed examination. A 
useful overall approximation of the perma¬ 
nent cavity can be plotted by measuring the 
maximum diameter of the expanded bullet. 

At the U.S. Army’s Wound Ballistics 
Lab, Presidio of San Francisco, a 10 percent 
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solution of ordnance gelatin (Type 250 A) 
has been formulated that reproduces the 
penetration depth measured in living swine 
leg muscle when used at 39 degrees 
Fahrenheit (4 degrees Centigrade). As bul¬ 
let deformation decreases, penetration in¬ 
creases, and preliminary research indicates 
that penetration in the abdomen will vary 
from identical to 1.6 times that produced in 
10 percent gelatin. Shots into the chest tend 
to exhibit slightly less bullet deformation 
and deeper penetration than those into the 
abdomen. Correctly prepared, 20 percent 
gelatin yields a penetration depth only 77 
percent that of muscle tissue. Preparation of 
the gelatin simulant is all-important, as ex¬ 
cessive heating of the solution will destroy 
the very properties (strength and viscosity) 
that make it useful as a tissue simulant. 

From measurements of the penetration 
depth, expanding bullet diameter and dia¬ 
meter of the temporary cavity in the gelatin 
blocks, together with X-rays of the projec¬ 
tile track, a drawing, called a wound pro¬ 
file, which permits an approximation of the 
wound characteristics in living tissue, is 
prepared at the Wound Ballistics Lab. 

All very interesting, but what’s the bot¬ 
tom line? What performance characteristics 
are we looking for in combat-effective 
handgun ammunition? 

Penetration is, without doubt, the most 
important single parameter. The bullet must 
penetrate deeply enough to crush, cut and 
break through the human body’s vital struc¬ 
tures and organs. At a recent Wound Ballis¬ 
tic Workshop convened by the FBI, a panel 
of authorities concluded, with general con¬ 
sensus, that the capacity to penetrate up to 
20 inches of soft tissue is desirable and that 
any bullet not capable of penetrating at least 
12 inches is not acceptable for law enforce¬ 
ment use. 

This may sound like over-penetration — 
every police chiefs misguided nightmare. 
But remember, that’s 20 inches through soft 
tissue, and we may have some bones to 
break, and varying amounts of fabric to 
penetrate. Furthermore, your opponent will 
probably be firing back at you. In which 
case, he will have his arms in front of his 
body holding a weapon, and your bullet 
may have to penetrate that part of his ana¬ 
tomy before it drives into his torso. 

Once the required penetration is 
obtained, the bullet that makes the biggest 
hole will do the most damage. That means 
we want a bullet in the largest caliber that 
can be controlled by the shooter. We can 
further enhance this characteristic if we em¬ 
ploy a soft-point or hollow-point bullet that 
will reliably expand to no more than twice 
the original diameter. It's important to re¬ 
member that if we drive a hollow-point at 
too high a velocity , it will inevitably over¬ 
expand and reduce the penetration to an 
unacceptable depth. It may also fragment to 
an undesirable extent. There’s a correct 
velocity for every handgun bullet, and it is 
not the highest velocity possible. 

Tragically, handgun ammunition manu¬ 
facturers, with few exceptions, have failed 


Winchester’s “Silvertip” ammunition 
suffers from the same deficiencies as almost 
all the other handgun loadings featuring 
light-weight, high-velocity bullets —■ 
over-expansion and under-penetration. In 
its current version the .45 ACP Silvertip 
expands to a diameter of .85 caliber but 
only penetrates 10.4 inches of soft tissue. 
Diagram courtesy Dr. Martin L. Fackler 

to deliver the right goods to do the job. 
Worst of all have been the exotic specialty 
loads, shrouded in a glib mystique that only 
serves to mask their woeful performance. 
There seems to be an inverse correlation 
between their price and performance — the 
higher the price, the poorer the results. In 
general, they all feature light bullets moving 
at high velocities that magnify temporary 
cavitation, result in over-expansion, in¬ 
sufficient penetration, and quite often ex¬ 
cessive fragmentation. Examples of this 
type of ammunition include the Glaser safe¬ 
ty slug, aluminum Equaloy, Omnishock, 
MagSafe and MAP. In my opinion, you 
should avoid them all. 

The much-publicized Glaser safety slug 
is essentially a copper jacket, filled with 
No. 12 birdshot and sealed with a plastic 
cap. Moving at an impressive sounding 
muzzle velocity of 1,785 fps in .357 Mag¬ 
num, it literally explodes on initial contact 
with human tissue and produces a large, but 
shallow, temporary cavity. The multiple 
wound tracks are no larger in diameter than 
the .05-inch pellets. None of these pellets 
penetrate more than 4.7 inches. This just 
isn’t acceptable. Of course, if this blast of 
rat shot strikes the heart, it will most likely 
prove fatal (as would most any other bullet). 
But that’s not a likely scenario, especially if 
your opponent is bobbing and weaving 
about and throwing lead in your direction. 

SOF tested another example of ultra- 
high-velocity ammunition, the 9mm Para- 
bellum MAP (“Maximum Auto Pistol’’) 
round distributed by Personal Protection 
Systems, Ltd. (PPS). Its 67-grain projectile 
is entirely too complex and consists of a 
hollow-point copper bullet with a Nylon 
cap. In back of the cap is a lead cup (nothing 
more than a skirted airgun pellet), behind 
which is a steel ball. From all this we obtain 


up to 1,700 fps in muzzle velocity and in¬ 
consistent penetration (only 9.5 to 12.5 in¬ 
ches). The copper bullet itself is quite brittle 
and breaks into numerous small fragments 
that remain close to the wound track’s cen¬ 
terline and do little additional damage. The 
permanent cavity is not much larger than the 
original bullet diameter, because the ex¬ 
panding fragments break away and don’t 
stay attached to the bullet. The temporary 
cavity varies from 3.3-4.3 inches in dia¬ 
meter, but again, it’s very close to the sur¬ 
face — just where it’s the least effective. 

The large ammunition manufacturers 
have a track record almost as dismal. Feder¬ 
al distributes a 110-grain hollow-point .38 
Special load that it prominently labels “For 
Law Enforcement Use Only” and “Con¬ 
trolled Expansion. ’ ’ Driving out of the muz¬ 
zle at approximately 1,150 fps, it penetrates 
only 9 inches of soft tissue. Its “Controlled 
Expansion” consists of a mushrooming pro¬ 
jectile that sheds numerous small fragments. 

Recently Federal obtained the rights to 
manufacture and market the Hydra-Shok 
bullet. These bullets contain a large hollow- 
point cavity with a strange post in the center 
that is supposed to direct mysterious “hyd¬ 
raulic forces” against the cavity wall to 
ensure expansion. Tests have demonstrated 
that expansion is identical when the post is 
removed entirely. Charades like this might 
be humorous were it not for the fact that the 
joke is on you when you pay extra for this 
useless stratagem. 

No pistol ammunition has received more 
marketing hype in recent years than the 
Winchester Silvertip. In caliber 9mm Para- 
bellum it has been adopted by countless law 
enforcement agencies. It’s also undergone 
at least three generations of evolution and 
that should tell you something. In fact, this 
famous cartridge has always suffered the 
same malaise as all the other high velocity, 
light-weight handgun bullets: over¬ 
expansion and not enough penetration. Olin 
recently degraded this cartridge even furth¬ 
er. Dissatisfied with the standard Silvertip’s 
performance, the Illinois State Police re¬ 
quested an improved loading. Olin re- 

Continued on page 95 
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SOF POLITICAL AFFAIRS 
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FOR 

DEFENSE 

D/SINFOR- 

MATION 

Leftist Lobby Weakens 
America the Old Fashioned 
Way — They Subvert It 


W ASHINGTON, D.C. crawls with so- 
called “public interest groups,” 
those intrepid organizations that in the name 
of the American people lobby for or provide 
educational material in support of a cause 
which usually boils down to saving the Re¬ 
public. Some, such as the National Gay 
Rights Task Force, make their viewpoints 
clear in their very name. Others with more 
ambiguous names — the Eagle Forum, 
Common Cause — will nevertheless tell 
you directly where they stand and what they 
support. But perhaps the most effective 
organizations are those which confuse both 
issues and would-be opponents by adapting 
the type of name and the vernacular of those 
very groups which they fight and despise. 
Enter the organization with the very hawk¬ 
ish-sounding name of Center for Defense 
Information (CDI). 

CDI consists of 25 staffers, and is 
directed by retired Rear Admiral Gene R. 
La Rocque, who has been the organization’s 
director since its founding in 1972. La 
Rocque, who has been called the “Ralph 
Nader of the military,” overtly belies the 
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butor to The American Spectator and 
other journals of opinion. The current 
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of an earlier article, “The Center for 
Defense Information,” which appeared 
in the April 1988 issue of the Spectator. 
His forthcoming book. The Myth of 
Heterosexual AIDS , will be published 
by New Republic Books. 


image, with sad, puppy-dog eyes and a 
friendly, down-home manner. Yet he runs a 
tight ship, and critics who speculate that he 
is more of a figurehead than a leader should 
watch as his crew snaps to attention when he 
calls from his office. 

For nearly a year, beginning in 1984, La 
Rocque and CDI worked to get the Soviets 
and the United States and its allies to ban 


nuclear testing beginning on the 40th 
anniversary of Hiroshima, 6 August 1985. 
The State Department replied that such a 
moratorium could not be adequately veri¬ 
fied and that “nuclear testing plays an im¬ 
portant role in ensuring a credible ILS. de¬ 
terrent, particularly in view of the massive 
Soviet buildup of nuclear forces. ’ ’ But CDI 
persisted, and on 29 July, following a crash 
program of nuclear testing, the Soviet Un¬ 
ion announced a half-year suspension. Thus 
the Soviets scored a major propaganda 
coup, CDI was able to claim itself as the 
originator of * ‘the most important arms con¬ 
trol development of the decade,” and Uncle 
Sam was left with a dove egg on his face. 

CDI made the news more recently by 
hosting a conference of American and 
Soviet generals last April. The FBI noted 
the conference in its 1986-1987 report on 
Soviet active measures. The report noted 
that a group of former NATO officers called 
Generals for Peace and Disarmament 
(GPD) “has been targeted by Soviet intelli¬ 
gence services [and] has echoed views con¬ 
sistent with Soviet arms control objectives 
and against NATO.” The report goes on to 
say that, “although the CDI is not officially 
affiliated with the GPD, it engages in simi¬ 
lar activities and supports the activities and 
statements of the GPD and former Soviet 
military officers. The Soviets have effectively 
utilized statements made by GPD and CDI 
officials in their active measures campaigns. ” 

CDI also deserves part of the credit for 
the signing of the INF theater-range missile 
reduction treaty, insofar as it has steadfastly 
maintained resistance against the deploy¬ 
ment of Pershing II and ground-launched 
cruise missiles in Europe. 

The Center’s program includes a library 
which is open to area researchers; a series of 
books, one of which at least, Current Issues 
in U.S. Defense Policy , has been used as a 
standard text in college courses; the Cen¬ 
ter’s reference service, providing quick in¬ 
formation upon request; and radio pro¬ 
grams, films, and a new weekly TV series 
called America *s Defense Monitor , which 
is shown on independent cable stations be¬ 
cause, as CDI’s director of research puts it, 
“since it’s our point of view, even PBS 
might not consider it as balanced as they 
would like.” About 300 stations around the 
country carry the show, with a potential 
viewing audience numbering approximate¬ 
ly four million. CDI’s most important pub¬ 
lication is The Defense Monitor, a newslet¬ 
ter published 10 times a year with each issue 
devoted to a specific defense issue. Origi¬ 
nally, issues of Defense Monitor carried a 
blurb at the top stating that CDI advocates a 
“strong defense.” But in 1986, in a move 
that went beyond semantics, the Center 
changed this to an “effective defense.” 
Almost 100,000 copies of this publication are 
sent out each month, most of which, accord¬ 
ing to the Center, are paid subscriptions. 

CDI was started as a project of the Fund 
for Peace, a leftist tax-exempt organization 
headquartered in Washington, D.C., and 
financed initially with funds from General 
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Motors heir Stewart R. Mott. Like Joan 
Kroc, Mott is representative of that oh-too- 
prevalent brand of left-wing philanthropist 
who made their millions “the old-fashioned 
way” (by inheritance) and feel they can 
spend it with a clean conscience only if they 
give large parts of it away to those who seek 
to destroy the system that allowed the crea¬ 
tion and transfer of the wealth in the first 
place. In addition to CDI, the Fund for 
Peace has been the parent organization of 
several groups which have had interlocking 
relationships with CDI. These include the 
Center for National Security Studies, whose 
personnel have shown a pattern of interrela¬ 
tionship with the far-left Institute for Policy 
Studies (IPS), the Center for International 
Policy, some of whose principal activists 
have also had close ties to IPS, and In the 
Public Interest, a project designed to 
“counteract the onslaught of right-wing 
broadcasting.” Nicholas Nyary, listed as 
president of the Fund for Peace in a list of 
officers and board members of the fund 
circulated in 1975, served as secretary- 
general of the World Peace Council (WPC) 
in 1976. The WPC was cited in a July 1978 
CIA report as “the most important Soviet 
front organization” which “supports dis¬ 
armament on Soviet terms (without interna¬ 
tional inspection) along with various sub¬ 
sidiary campaigns backing Soviet policy on 
the Middle East, Cyprus, Chile, South Afri¬ 
ca and other regional problems.” 

While Research Director David Johnson 
plays down the CDI/Fund for Peace connec¬ 
tion (“They always had a minimum of input 
into CDI”), some of the members of CDI’s 
own advisory board have had controversial 
doings. Harold Willens was a member of 
the Board of Trustees of the Fund for Peace 
and was a principal leader in the anti- 
Vietnam War organization Business Execu¬ 
tives Move for Vietnam Peace. This group 
was responsible for a broadcast, later played 
over Radio Hanoi, of a man claiming to be 
an ex-Marine pilot who denounced U.S. 
bombing and accused U.S. military forces of 
war crimes against the Vietnamese people. 

Another CDI board member, Dr. Earl C. 
Ravenal, has served as a “fellow” at IPS 
and participated in a project co-sponsored 
by IPS and the Transnational Institute, 
which has connections to Fourth Interna¬ 
tional, a world-wide Trotskyite apparatus 
with a documented record of support for 
terrorist violence. Other notable advisers 
include Paul Newman, active in the nuclear 
freeze, who narrated a film for CDI, and his 
wife Joanne Woodward. Norman Cousins, 
former publisher of Saturday Review and 
commonly identified as a “one-world liber¬ 
al, ” is also an adviser. Other than his maga¬ 
zine connection. Cousins is best known for 
advocating laughter as a cure for cancer. 
The director of CDFs “Women’s Agenda” 
is Barbara Levin, wife of Senator Carl 
Levin, D-Mich., a member of the Armed 
Services Committee and a key critic of U.S. 
nuclear weapons policy. 

Since its separation from the Fund for 
Peace in 1983, CDI has continued to draw 


Washington, D.C.-based Center for Defense 
Information, headed by retired Rear 
Admiral Gene R. La Rocque, gives new 
meaning to the undercutting of U.S. 
national security policy. 

its funds from the left. (The Center boasts 
that its books of individual contributors are 
open to all, but this is not true. After being 
shown a list of contributors without dollar 
amounts, I was promised a printout with 
figures included that “will probably be 
available overnight.” After a week and a 
half of waiting and pestering I was told that 
such a printout, in fact, could only be ready 
in three months. When I then requested a 
copy of the original list that I had been 
shown, that, too, was denied. Other report¬ 
ers have encountered similar opposition.) 
Consulting the Foundation Grants Index, 
16th Edition, one finds that CDI received a 
$500,000 grant in 1985 from the (Joan B.) 
Kroc Foundation, which in that same year 
contributed $100,000 to the left-wing 
Beyond War Foundation and the Union of 
Concerned Scientists, a pro-nuclear-freeze 
group. Joan Kroc is also notable for having 
recently having distributed $ 1 million to the 
Democratic party. The Town Creek Foun¬ 
dation, Inc., gave $10,000 to CDI in 1985, 
at the same time giving from $5,000- 
$10,000 to such left-wing groups as Educa¬ 
tors for Social Responsibility, Physicians 
for Social Responsibility, the SANE (no¬ 
nuke) Educational Fund, and the Union of 
Concerned Scientists. The Mertz-Gilmore 
Foundation gave CDI $10,000 in 1985 “for 
programs focused on how to stop the nuc¬ 
lear arms race.” That same year it gave 
$5,000-$ 10,000 to such left-wing groups as 
the Center for War/Peace Studies, the 


Downstate New York Nuclear Weapons 
Freeze Campaign, Educators for Social Re¬ 
sponsibility, the LAMBDA Legislative De¬ 
fense and Education Fund (for homosexual 
rights), the Lawyer’s Alliance for Nuclear 
Arms Control, the Lawyer’s Committee for 
International Human Rights, the Nuclear 
Weapons Education Fund (to work for a 
nuclear freeze), Physicians for Social Re¬ 
sponsibility, and the SANE Committee for a 
Sane Nuclear Policy. 

CDI also would not inform me of its 
budget, other than to say “between one and 
two million dollars a year.” As of 1985, 
however, it had a budget of approximately 
$1.5 million. 

Gene Robert La Rocque’s military career 
began in the University of Illinois Army 
ROTC program, where he was in both the 
infantry and cavalry. He didn’t take much to 
horses—his right arm causes him trouble to 
this day as a result of a horse stomping his 
hand — and with a half-year to go before 
graduating, joined the Navy. He was an 
ensign aboard the USS MacDonough when 
the Japanese attacked it and the bulk of the 
7th Fleet at Pearl Harbor on a sunny Sunday 
morning in December 1941. La Rocque par¬ 
ticipated in 13 major naval battles during the 
war, serving aboard several warships. Dur¬ 
ing an assault in the Marshall Islands, La 
Rocque claims to have led the Marines in 
storming the beach, the experience of which 
he said later made him hate guns, and hand¬ 
guns in particular. Nevertheless, he went on 
to spend 31 years in the military, retiring in 
1972 only after he was passed over for a fleet 
command. According to Admiral Elmo 
Zumwalt, who was chief of naval operations 
at the time, La Rocque was asked to retire: 
“In his final meeting with me, he made it 
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clear that he intended to get even with the 
Navy,” a charge which La Rocque denies. 

Whatever the motivation, shortly after 
retiring he helped form CDI, which boasts 
among its staff seven high-ranking retired 
military officers, in addition to which La 
Rocque claims to have about 500 military 
supporters. All of the military officers on 
the staff and on the board of advisers are 
from the ocean-going services (Navy and 
Marines), a fact which La Rocque attributes 
to the Navy “drawing our officers from 
basically the eastern establishment schools” 
[while the Army] takes officers from en¬ 
listed ranks, something we don’t do.” He 
also believes that Navy officers have an 
expanded outlook as a result of their world 
travels on ship. Other former naval officers 
with whom I spoke, however, thought the 
greater preponderance was mostly attribut¬ 
able to La Rocque’s personal connections 
built while he was in the service. 

Members of the media often call upon 
CDI to supply the latest information on the 
Persian Gulf situation, U.S. naval build-up, 
U.S.-Soviet arms reduction negotiations, 
and in other areas. A survey of three months 
of clippings from last year shows 40 news¬ 
paper and magazine articles in that period 
either by CDI staffers or using CDI- 
supplied information. In this survey, CDI 
was virtually never referred to with an 
ideological adjective. Instead, the center is 
referred to as “Washington-based” or 
“military research group” or “a private, 
non-profit group that analyzes this coun¬ 
try’s military spending, policies and 
weapons systems,” or “private military re¬ 
search organization,” “watchdog group,” 
“private watchdog group based on 
Washington,” and “Washington group that 
compiles military data” ( The New York 
Times boilerplate). Only the Chicago Sun- 


Times used an ideological label, in one of 
two articles, calling CDI “liberally 
oriented.” In contrast, a similar survey of 
articles which used material supplied by the 
Heritage Foundation revealed that that 
Heritage was referred to as either “con¬ 
servative” or “right-wing” more than half 
the time. 

Despite the failure to identify in print the 
orientation of CDI, reporters I talked to 
seemed to be guarded in their attitude to¬ 
ward the Center. The New York Times re¬ 
porter John Cushman Jr. says he uses CDI 
information, “primarily for factual in¬ 
formation on [Persian] Gulf operations — 
numbers of ships, flow of oil, attacks, and 
so on. When you use them for that, I’ve 
found you don’t have to worry about poli¬ 
tics. I make less use of their long reports,” 
he says, in reference to the Defense Moni¬ 
tor. Tara Sonenshine, a producer and off-air 
reporter for ABC News who covers the Pen¬ 
tagon says, “[CDI] can be a wonderful 
source for detailed things, minutiae such as 
ship counts and what-not.” Other material, 
however, she says she uses, “not as gospel 
but as a base guide.” Says Sonenshine, 

4 ‘Do they have an agenda? I think so. They 
have a point of view and they express it [but] 
as with anybody’s material, it’s the onus of 
the reporter to check it out.” 

Bill Gertz, who covers the Pentagon for 
the Washington Times , is less complimen¬ 
tary. “I don’t think I’ve ever found them 
helpful. When I need statistics I go to the 
Pentagon or the Library of Congress or some 
established source, but not CDI. They often 
reflect the Soviet position on so many things. *’ 

As to why an ideological label was ap¬ 
plied so infrequently to CDI, the reporters 
querried seemed somewhat surprised. “I 
never would have guessed that,” says 
James Coates, former Pentagon reporter for 


the Chicago Tribune. “It’s pretty important 
[but it could be because] CDI has been 
around comparatively forever, while the 
Heritage Foundation didn’t amount to a hill 
of beans until Reagan came aboard,” hence 
the two are commonly identified together. 

As to the effect CDI has had on the 
media, Coates says, “They’ve had a defi¬ 
nite effect on me” and that “the merits of 
their material gets them over the taint of 
Stewart Mott, who’s considered an eccen¬ 
tric bleeding heart liberal.” He adds, 
“They have a tremendous effect on the 
media in general, the same as they’ve had 
on me.” 

CDI also makes its influence felt in Con¬ 
gress. Although Hill staffers tend to rely on 
their own research services rather than con¬ 
sulting CDI as reporters do, CDI’s ideas get 
exposure through the Defense Monitor , 
which is provided regularly free of charge to 
congressional offices. Bruce MacDonald, a 
legislative assistant to Sen. Barbara Mikul- 
ski, (D-Md.) on the Armed Services Com¬ 
mittee, says he finds Defense Monitor 
“helpful,” that CDI information is “pretty 
accurate,” and that CDI’s political angle is 
minimally worrisome. “They try to remain 
objective, but most people realize they’re of 
somewhat liberal origin,” he says. 

Another legislative assistant to a liberal- 
Democratic senator, one who serves on the 
Armed Services Subcommittee of the 
Appropriations Committee, believes CDI 
has been tremendously effective on the hill, 
but that it is effectiveness he does not wel¬ 
come. “In my view,” says the assistant, 
who wishes to remain unidentified, “they 
were one of the more outspoken groups that 
started our country on the road to anti¬ 
military mentality.” 

It’s probably not surprising that con¬ 
servative members of the military establish¬ 
ment oppose CDI’s initiatives, though 
perhaps their tone is surprisingly harsh. 
Some have stopped just short of accusing 
the Center of treason. In 1983, 424 retired 
admirals bought a full-page advertisement 
in the Washington Times , the headline of 
which read, “We Think That It Is Time to 
Let the American People Know Where the 
Vast Majority of Their Retired U.S. Navy 
Admirals Stand.” A sub-head said, “Re¬ 
tired Rear Admiral Larocque’s [sic] 
Appearance on Soviet Television to Con¬ 
demn the Policies of the United States Is 
Contrary to Our Precepts and, We Think, 
Injurious to the Best Interests of Our Coun¬ 
try. ” The following month, a similar adver¬ 
tisement signed by 586 retired admirals was 
placed in the same paper. The signatures in 
both advertisements had been solicited by 
retired Admiral Thomas H. Moorer, who 
had served as chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff under President Nixon. The adver¬ 
tisements followed La Rocque’s appearance 
on a Soviet evening program in which La 
Rocque was placed opposite Deputy Secre¬ 
tary of State Kenneth W. Dam and in which 
he charged that President Reagan, “is not 
serious about arms control.” The only one 
of eight former Chiefs of Naval Operations 
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who did not sign the advertisement was 
Admiral Zumwalt, who said he would have 
signed save that he had been traveling and 
had not had a chance to see the text before¬ 
hand. Undersecretary of the Navy Seth 
Cropsy, on the other hand, refuses to im¬ 
pugn the admiral’s patriotism. “Traitor is a 
bit strong,” says Cropsy. “I think he’s just 
a jerk.” Yet a third retired military officer, 
who wishes anonymity, simply expresses 
bewilderment. “[La Rocque] is really a far- 
out guy. I don’t understand how he can 
come through a [military] system like this 
and end up like he has.” 

But while conservative military men take 
a dim view of CDI, the Center finds itself 
criticized even among Pentagon watchdogs. 
William Lind is the co-author of America 
Can Reform with Sen. Gary Hart, which 
details what the authors consider a danger¬ 
ous misallocation of defense funds. ‘ ‘I don’t 
think very highly of CDI,” says Lind. 
“Generally speaking, they’re against ev¬ 
erything. I don’t attach much credentials to 
those who favor either everything the Penta¬ 
gon does or to those who criticize every¬ 
thing without offering alternatives.” Lind 
distinguishes the goal in America Can Re¬ 
form from the efforts of CDI. “Our motiva¬ 
tion was combat effectiveness in Armed 
Forces — a military that can win when 
called upon,” he says. “The [military re¬ 
form] group that I’m a part of is always 
careful to form alternatives, but La 
Rocque’s group doesn’t. From their [CDI’s] 
literature, I cannot recollect any major de¬ 
fense project they support.” 

Indeed, a listing of major defense pro¬ 
jects and CDI’s assessment of them bears 
out Lind’s suspicions. The following evalu¬ 
ations are from a 1987 Defense Monitor: 

• No more MX missiles [than the current 50 
ordered]. The existing 1,000 U.S. land- 
based missiles, with 2,177 nuclear war¬ 
heads, are more than sufficient for effec¬ 
tive retaliation. 

• Cancel Trident II missile - Such 

weapon systems support a dangerous U. S. 
nuclear war-fighting strategy and would 
increase the probability of a first strike by 
one side or the other in a period of military 
tension. 

• Cancel Midgetman Mobile Missile - 

The U.S. does not need another 500 nu¬ 
clear missiles, especially at a total prog¬ 
ram cost of $45 billion. 

• Abolish SDI [the Strategic Defense Initia¬ 
tive or ‘Star Wars ’ system] ... at its very 
best [SDI] would provide no more than an 
imperfect defense against only one form of 
nuclear attack. To develop this partial, 
leaky shield will ultimately cost hundreds 
of billions of dollars which will consume 
funds needed for legitimate defense prog¬ 
rams .... SDI will stimulate an acceler¬ 
ated offensive arms buildup and wreck 
strategic arms control efforts. 

• Cancel the Stealth Bomber... The Penta¬ 
gon has not provided sufficient justi¬ 
fication for 132 new penetrating bombers. 

• Cancel deployment of the advanced 
Cruise Missile .... The Air Force already 


has planned deployment of 2,179 ground- 
launched and air-launched cruise missiles, 
which is more than adequate for nuclear 
retaliation. 

Research Director David Johnson, who 
has been with CDI since the beginning, 
basically concedes Lind’s point. He does 
note that, “We have supported improve¬ 
ment programs for the B-52 and the like, 
and never criticized the MIRV [multiple 
war-head missile] [but] we do, as most 
liberals shall we say, have a fondness for 
submarine-based missiles.” Yet he admits 
that just as CDI opposes Trident II now, it 
also opposed the Trident I system. “It 
seemed wasteful and premature,” he says. 

Besides Lind, another of the more impor¬ 
tant Pentagon watchdogs is Edward Lutt- 
wak, author of the critical book The Penta¬ 
gon and the Art of War and a strategy 
analyst at the Center for Strategic and Inter¬ 
national Studies, is decidedly not a member 
of the Lind-Hart group. “He’s on the 
peripheries,” says Lind. “Some of his 
ideas I like; some I don’t.” But one thing 
they seem to agree on is CDI. Says Luttwak, 
“The people involved [with CDI] are re¬ 
spectable and their data sheets are usually 
accurate, but in no sense should they de¬ 
scribe themselves as a center for defense 
information or [present themselves as 
being] in any sense balanced. They only 
show opposition to different plans; they pro¬ 
vide only reasons not to do something. They 
only provide half the truth.” 

Johnson is clearly concerned with CDI’s 
image of one-sidedness, and somewhat 
apologetic. “We know that many perceive 
us as one-sided, always grinding out the 
same message. We just don’t have the re¬ 
sources to lay out alternatives,” he says. 
The fact that we may appear unbalanced 
reflects in part how a small organization has 


to operate. One is a critic; one is a gadfly. ” 
He also says that they criticize the United 
States more because “we’re an American 
organization.” Such rationalization is 
admittedly convenient to the Soviets since 
they don’t allow such organizations. He 
adds somewhat apologetically, “Perhaps it 
would help us if we did things perceived as 
less critical of the U.S.” On a later occa¬ 
sion, Johnson proudly showed me a copy of 
a Defense Monitor dating back to 1979 
which took the Soviets to task for greatly 
increasing their weapons exports. But even 
this report took every advantage to take 
backhanded swipes at U.S. policy. Stated 
the Monitor: 

In an attempt to take the United States 
off the hook for its role as an arms mer¬ 
chant and to undermine the assumptions 
behind President Carter’s policy of arms 
sales restraint, several recent reports 
have purported to show that the Soviet 
Union is the driving force behind the 
arms race in the Third World. Reality, as 
always, is far more complex . .. 
According to figures released by the 
Arms Control and Disarmament Agency 
... the Soviets have delivered more 
than the United States worldwide in 
only five of 14 categories• 

The emphasis was added, and in fact this 
was the only emphasized sentence on the 
page. Here’s how the report concluded: 
The lesson for President Carter and bis 
advisers, however, is that American 
arms sales policy should not rest on 
Soviet behavior ... After more than 20 
years, Soviet military sales and aid have 
not, on balance, substantially extended 
Soviet influence or power ... The cur¬ 
rent growth of their exports and yet the 
acquisition of new friends in Africa is no 
justification for American expansion of 
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its own exports to counter supposed 
Soviet influence. Visions of global con¬ 
frontations simply do not square with the 
realities of frustration and failure which 
have dogged the Soviet program. 

So much for criticizing the Soviets. 

The image of “those poor, dumb bum¬ 
bling Soviets” and “dogged” Soviet 
efforts is one that CDI enjoys painting. 
Time and again, we are told how every time 
the Soviets attempt to do something bad to 
someone it flies right back in their face. CDI 
evaluations of the Soviets always seem to 
read like parables, such as the one about the 
bone-canyiqg dog who upon seeing his re¬ 
flection in a stream, grabs for the bone re¬ 
flected in the water and drops the one he 
has. “I think history has taught the Soviets a 
sense of humility,” says Johnson. “The 
many failures they have had with the inter¬ 
national communist movement, China for 
example ... They can’t even subdue one 
little country outside their border,” says La 
Rocque in reference to Afghanistan, not 
pointing out that CDI opposes U.S. aid to 
Afghanistan and all anti-communist guerril¬ 
la movements and that without such aid the 
Soviets would almost surely have suc¬ 
ceeded in their conquest. In fact, right be¬ 
fore the Soviet pullout was announced, La 
Rocque even denied the possibility of a mu¬ 
jahideen victory, telling Johns that Amer¬ 
ican support for the resistance would 
“simply prolong the fighting.” 

The image of the bumbling Soviets 
makes a wonderful comeback to those who 


insist that the Soviets are a truly malevolent 
force seeking every opportunity to expand 
their empire. Key to the principle that the 
Soviets are not seeking to expand their in¬ 
fluence is CDI’s belief that these bumblers 
have had little success in doing so in recent 
years. This includes not only acquired terri¬ 
tories, but the Soviet Union itself. “What 
have they got for the effort [of expanding 
beyond Russia]?” says La Rocque. “A 
myriad of mismatched ethnic groups .. . 
almost an unmanageable system. ’ ’ One De¬ 
fense Monitor , “Soviet Geopolitical 
Momentum: Myth or Menace?” put out in 
1986, supports the assumption that the 
Soviets can no longer expand their influ¬ 
ence. The report spells out in unequivocal 
exact percentages what part of the world 
was once “Soviet-influenced” and what is 
today. That percentage: 

. . . rose to nearly 15 percent in the late 
1950s , declined to nine percent in the 
mid-1960s , and finally rose back to over 
12 percent in the mid-1970s. It has re¬ 
mained at 11 percent for the past seven 
years. According to this indicator , 
Soviet world influence was at its 
height in the 1950s and there has been 
no significant positive Soviet geopoli¬ 
tical momentum for many years. 
[Emphasis in original.] 

In considering countries that are sup¬ 
posedly not under Soviet influence, one im¬ 
mediately notices the absence of such coun¬ 
tries as North Korea. Kim II Sung’s govern¬ 
ment in just the last few years has strength¬ 


ened diplomatic ties with the Soviets, 
allowed Soviet planes fly-over rights en- 
route to Vietnam, accepted dozens of Soviet 
MiG fighters and Hind helicopters, and sent 
combat troops and advisers to countries in 
Africa and Asia where resistance forces are 
battling Soviet proxies. Other countries 
conspicuously absent from the listing of 
Soviet-influenced nations include Zim¬ 
babwe and Finland, notwithstanding that 
“Finlandization” has come to mean, as de¬ 
fined by the Dictionary of Political 
Thought , “the process of becoming covert¬ 
ly dependent upon, and responsive to, the 
demands of a powerful neighbor, for fear of 
being forced to concede much more.” 
Nicaragua, too, is omitted from the Defense 
Monitor , but if, as one CDI critic put it, 
Nicaragua is just “a prelude to a Soviet 
effort to take Mexico,” the Soviets are 
hardly the bumblers we would like to think 
they are. 

CDI cannot even concede that the Soviets 
are malicious. * ‘We don’t assume this is the 
operating motive of the Soviets,” says 
Johnson. “I’m not going to disagree that 
there are certain elements [in the Soviet 
Union] that pursue a Marxist-Leninist world 
view, but they [the Soviets] in general are 
principally oriented towards dealing with 
domestic issues. They are trying to stabilize 
their internal position, to prolong the period 
of economic development and improve the 
quality of life at home.” Why leaders with 
such motives would hamstring their eco¬ 
nomy by spending over 15 percent of their 
GNP on military expenditures to maintain 
the largest armed forces in the world and 
maintain occupation forces or military 
advisers on all continents save North Amer¬ 
ica must be puzzling indeed. These “anom¬ 
alies” are explained away on a point by 
point basis. 

• Most of Eastern Europe: Says Johnson, 
“[This resulted from] the aftermath of the 
war. The USSR hung on and is still work¬ 
ing itself out.” He also admitted it might 
be in part due to the Marxist-Leninist 
world view element in the Soviet govern¬ 
ment. La Rocque says that the occupation 
results from the Soviet desire for a buffer 
zone, but lest we believe he approves, 
adds: “I can understand the desire for a ' 
[defense] corridor, but it’s time for them to 
get out.” 

• Afghanistan: Says Johnson, “Again, it’s 
probably a significant reflection of Marx¬ 
ist-Leninist residuals. They probably 
thought of it as coming to the aid of a 
Marxist government.” 

• Poland: Says La Rocque, “Poles are the 
most reluctant to have the Soviets pull out 
because they’re more afraid of the Ger¬ 
mans than of the Russians.” He then re¬ 
counted the story of the time he declared, 
“When are the Soviets going to pull that 
damned [Berlin] wall down!” to which an 
eavesdropping Polish ambassador told 
him that his people wanted the wall to 
remain up. 

While La Rocque chooses as his source a 
high official of the communist Polish gov- 
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eminent, lower non-officials seem to have a 
different story. Jan Karski, who ran mes¬ 
sages out of German-occupied Poland dur¬ 
ing the war and was captured by the Ger¬ 
mans and held until being rescued by the 
Polish underground, has a different view. 
“It’s true that [Poles] are traditionally afraid • 
of Germans, but this doesn’t mean that they 
want the Soviets. They just want to be left 
alone,” he says. Karski, whose book on his 
exploits was published in the United States 
in 1944, says, “There is no danger from the 
Germans, while the Soviets are in Poland 
right now.” 

Certainly, were one to poll more Poles, 
one could fmd other points of view, but 
Karski’s assessment seems logical enough. 
Why, one is left to ask, would any people 
favor a present actual occupation force over 
a future potential one? 

This benevolent (or as some critics assert, 
“apologetic”) attitude toward the Soviets 
and their aims, is far more important in 
understanding CDI’s motivations than 
simply excusing Soviet expansionism. It 
also carries over into the area of strategic 
nuclear weapons, both in excusing Soviet 
treaty violations and in asserting that the 
United States does not need the weapons or 
the number of weapons that many of us 
think it does. For example, it allows CDI to 
fully support the SALT treaty because, in 
CDI’s view in a 1987 Defense Monitor , 

‘ ‘The Soviet Union has complied with all of 
the principal requirements of the SALT I 
and II agreements.” In a 1987 Defense 
Monitor, CDI admitted that the radar under 
construction near Krasnoyarsk, the new SS- 
25 ICBM, and the Soviet use of encryption 
to conceal missile test telemetry “are 
among the issues that warrant serious inves¬ 
tigation and discussion with the Soviets.” 
Here’s how it deals with the alleged Kras¬ 
noyarsk violation: 

The Administration believes that it is an 
early warning radar because it closely 
resembles other Soviet radars of this 
type. If so, it would be in violation of the 
ABM treaty ... The signals emitted by 
the radar when it is turned on will help to 
resolve the issue ... In the meantime , 
the Soviets reportedly offered to halt 
construction on the radar if the U.S. 
would do the same on two early warning 
phased-array radars that it is installing in 
Greenland and the UK. Whether the 
U.S. explored the offer is not known , 
but it seems clear that the Administra¬ 
tion 's high voltage publicity ... is not 
calculated to encourage the Soviets to 
push their offer further. 

Incidentally, there has been no charge 
that the American radars violate any treaty. 
Thus, the Soviet 4 ‘offer’ ’ is an attempt to get 
something for nothing. More importantly, 
note how CDI turns the issue around so that 
it looks as if the United States is at fault! 
CDI does it again with the SS-25 alleged 
violation: 

• The Soviets fought hard in the SALT 
negotiations to avoid restrictions that 
would have prevented them from de¬ 


Admiral Zumwalt told the Navy Times , “if 
La Rocque’s ideas prevail, my children will 
not live out their lives in freedom.” 


ploying the SS-25. [Former] Assistant 
Secretary of Defense Richard Perle has 
deplored this type of negotiating practice, 
saying that it amounts to designing 
loopholes in the treaty. It could be argued 
with equal merit that the Soviets ’ refusal to 
accept language that they knew they could 
not honor demonstrates them respect for 
the treaty. 

To which the person of average intelli¬ 
gence would reply: “Huh?” Yes, in CDI- 
speak, the Soviets demonstrate their respect 
for a treaty by violating it. And if that’s not 
enough, the Monitor section on the SS-25 
concludes, “It’s difficult to see how the 
modest increase in military capability they 
stand to gain [from replacing SS-lls with 
SS-25s] would justify jeopardizing 
SALT. ” In other words, call it a violation if 
you want, it’s just not that big a deal. Ex¬ 
cept, of course, to the foolish layman who 
might conclude that Soviet willingness to 
violate one section of such an important 
treaty shows Soviet willingness to violate 
treaties in general. 

Finally, on the telemetry encryption (the 
practice of denying electronic information 
transmitted by missiles in test flight to 
monitoring stations of the other side), the 
Monitor states, “The issue is whether this 
practice is a blatant violation of the treaty or 
simply a case of the Soviets making use of 
ambiguous language.” Somehow, we 
know which side CDI is going to come 
down on. 


CDI’s mindset is again apparent in its 
Defense Monitor of 1987, “U.S. Invasion 
of Nicaragua: Appraising the Option.” The 
report gives a day-by-day projection of how 
such an invasion would progress, drawing 
up a scenario that sounds like a jingoist’s or 
anti-communist’s wet dream. By the end of 
the first month, after suffering only 200 
killed in action, U.S. forces would com¬ 
pletely dominate the country and the first 
withdrawals would have begun. Yet, the 
report comes to the conclusion that such an 
invasion would be ill-considered. 

An invasion by the U.S. could make 
more communists than it kills as the San- 
dinistas who escape Nicaragua will sure¬ 
ly spread their fear, suspicion and hatred 
of the U. S throughout all of Latin Amer¬ 
ica. [It would] alarm even our closest 
friends in the region [and] make a mock¬ 
ery of America’s commitment to the 
principle of self-determination and bring 
discredit on our government among mil¬ 
lions of our own citizens and more mil¬ 
lions of our friends abroad. 

On the positive side, the report does ask: 

‘ ‘What will supporting the contras and then 
invading Nicaragua achieve?” But the only 
reply it gives is: “The contras are now 
spreading death and destruction which in¬ 
tensifies the existing polarization among 
Nicaraguans; they are making constructive 
change in Nicaragua less likely.” 

That’s it. There’s no talk of the Sandinis- 
ta connection to insurrection in El Salvador, 
Guatemala, and Honduras. No discussion 
of whether “self-determination” is accom¬ 
plished by allowing self-picked dictators to 

Continued on page 87 
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SOF COMOROS ARCHIPELAGO 


BEAUCOUP 

COUPS 

Colonel Robert Denard — 20th Century’s Most 

Successful Merc 

Text & Photos by A1 J. Venter 


OLONEL Robert — only a handful of 
intimates call him Bob — Denard is not 
every professional fighting man’s idea of a 
soldier. 

A French freebooter, veteran of cam¬ 
paigns in North Africa, the Congo, a brief 
spell with UNITA in Angola, Yemen, two 
coups d’etat in the Comoros Archipelago 
and an abortive attempt at revolution in Be¬ 
nin, le Colonel Denard is also a mercenary. 
Possibly the best soldier of fortune of this 
era, since he has proved himself so success¬ 
ful at it. 

On the night of Saturday, 13 May 1978, 
Denard and 46 of his “military techni¬ 
cians,” dressed in black uniforms with dark 
woollen caps pulled down over their heads, 
slipped ashore on a beach just north of 
Moroni, capital of Grand Comoro. In a well- 
planned and coordinated attack that lasted 
rather less than two hours, this elite force, 
mainly French but including five Belgians 
and a German, achieved their objective. 

From Lagengete Beach they managed to 
capture the main army barracks at Camp 
Voidjou, and the gendarmerie guarding the 
palace of President Ali Soilih with his reti¬ 
nue and harem. 

Denard’s force suffered no casualties. 
Fewer than a dozen islanders were killed, 
most of them in Camp Voidjou in the first 
assault. All resistance ceased when De- 
nard’s deputy, Major Guy Cardinal, who 
was responsible for the second-phase opera¬ 
tion, warned those troops holding out that if 
they did not surrender he would turn the 
flame thrower on them. They all immediate¬ 
ly came out with their hands in the air. Their 
surprise turned to disgust when they disco¬ 


OUR MAN IN AFRICA 

A1 J, Venter has been SOF’s man about 
Africa for more than a decade, first as 
African correspondent and subsequently 
as contributing editor. He has authored 
innumerable articles for SOF and other 
publications, and more recently has pro¬ 
duced a series of video documentaries, 
some of which have appeared on PBS. 


vered that there was no flame thrower. 

What is significant about the attack is that 
it took place at all, considering the totally 
inadequate weapons at the disposal of De¬ 
nard and his men. Between them the 46 men 
had 25 Remington Brushmaster 12-gauge, 
sawed-off shotguns and 25 Beretta shot¬ 
guns. There were also four Winchester .458 
rifles of the type used by big game hunters in 
Africa. Not a single grenade. 

Colonel Denard must have raised eye¬ 
brows when he placed his first advertise¬ 
ments in French newspapers, including Le 
Figaro . He was looking for about 50 tough 
professional soldiers who had seen action 
with an airborne unit. The advertisement 
called for men “with excellent military 
backgrounds to help survey and exploit oil 
resources abroad,” but that subterfuge had 
been used 20 years before in the Congo. 
Security was therefore tight. 

The men were offered about $4,000 for a 
couple of months work. He had a thousand 
answers within a week, most of them from 
ex-convicts and psychopaths. In his weed¬ 
ing out he was assisted by two tough French 


officers, Major Cardinal and Captain Phi¬ 
lippe Gerard, both of whom had been on a 
failed Benin operation, which had probably 
been betrayed from the inside. These were 
professional soldiers who knew Denard and 
understood the risks entailed in the Com¬ 
oros enterprise. 

Denard had considered arriving in the 
Comoros by aircraft, but in the end he de¬ 
cided against it. Fifty men in one aircraft 
leaving for an unknown destination would 
have alerted the authorities in a dozen coun¬ 
tries, especially if Denard himself were 
among them, and they would have to fly 
over Africa. This would preclude the ele¬ 
ment of surprise he needed. 

So he bought a 30-year-old chalutier , a 
fishing trawler, the Athende , for $75,000, 
and modified her to take 46 mercenaries for 
the voyage around the Cape into the Indian 
Ocean. It would be a long haul. 

Meanwhile Denard, as astute a planner as 
ever, actually signed a contract with an Ar¬ 
gentinian company to search for oil off the 
Argentine coast. 

He also augmented his armory with other 
necessary supplies, including walkie-talkies, 
magnesium signal flares, three rubber boats 
(including a Zodiac inflatable) and several 
50-horsepower outboards with mufflers. 
These were all to be used once they were off 
Lagengete Beach to land the force there. 

The raid from Lagengete Beach was the 
second time that le Colonel had carried out a 
coup on the Comoros. 

Previously, on 6 July 1975, the Comoran 
Parliament had declared a form of unilateral 
independence from France and had installed 
a local leader, Ahmed Abdallah, as head of 
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state. France was not altogether happy with 
this demarche, since the Comoros, although 
impoverished and with an income per head 
of about $150 a year, even now retains a 
certain strategic importance due to its loca¬ 
tion. The islands lie at the northern end of 
the Mozambique Channel, between Africa 
and Madagascar, and it is through this nar¬ 
row passage that almost all the oil destined 
for Europe passes from the Persian Gulf. 

The man who replaced Abdallah — with 
the help of Colonel Denard, and after a 
discrete time with aging Prince Mohammed 
Jaffar as figurehead — was Ali Soilih. He 
soon arranged to have himself elected presi¬ 
dent, a role which he obviously relished. 
But the French quickly discovered serious 
flaws in his character. He had distinctly 
radical leanings (rather a parody of Chinese 
Marxism) and liked to think of himself as 
King of the Islands, although Mayotte, the 
atoll farthest from Grand Comoro, soon dis¬ 
sociated itself from the coup and chose to 
remain French, which it still is. 

Although raised a devout Muslim, Soilih 
soon took to drink and drugs, legalizing 
marijuana. Within a few months he had 
issued several idiotic decrees which in¬ 
cluded nationalization of all fishing re¬ 
sources and promoting teenagers to ministe¬ 
rial positions. And he burnt more than a 
century’s worth of French colonial records 
in the town square. Everything French, ex¬ 
cept the language itself, was abolished. 

In due course he became downright de¬ 
mented. He decreed that his name should be 
praised together with that of Allah in the 
mosques. When the Imams and worshippers 
refused to obey he sent in troops to kill and 
maim them. He had a dream in which a man 
with a dog replaced him (see sidebar), and 
he had all the dogs on the islands killed. It is 
said that 60,000 were slaughtered. 

One day, about two years later, Denard 
received an urgent call from Paris. The man 
on the line was Ahmed Abdallah, the very 
man whom he had formerly deposed on 
behalf of Soilih. 

When they met, Abdallah proposed that 
they should work together to get rid of Ali 
Soilih and reinstate Abdallah as president. 
Denard agreed, but said that instead of a flat 
payment, he wanted a piece of the action. 
He would himself contribute about half of 
the $1.5 million needed for the enterprise. 

Thus another revolution was begun and 
Denard was in action again. 

Now, little more than a decade after the 
second revolt, Bob Denard, a little thicker 
round the waist, a little gaunter in the face 
and his hair more silver than grey — but still 
spry for his years — is still on the island. 

His aquiline Gascon features are accentu¬ 
ated by steel-blue eyes, which can still be 
disconcerting in full glare. His role is now 
that of a retired gentleman-farmer, a sine¬ 
cure he appears to relish. He has a small 
estate in the north of the island on which he 
lives with his island family; he married one 
of the ladies of the presidential court not 
long after the coup. He has also adopted the 
Muslim faith. 



DOGS OF WAR AND 
THE DOG OF WAR 

As the new president Ali Soilih quick¬ 
ly foundered in his personal morass of 
drugs, dementia and alcohol, he de¬ 
veloped a fixation for Maoist doctrine. 
One of the features that he copied in a 
slavish parody was the Youth Brigades 
-— gangs of ignorant young toughs who 
for the first time in their lives had been 
given actual authority . Totally illiterate 
teenagers were promoted to ministerial 
positions, as the jails swelled with mem¬ 
bers of the old establishment perceived 
to be a threat. Roving gangs with no 
grasp of ideology other than the power of 
a gun roamed the streets, killing, terror¬ 
izing, and raping. These misguided 
adolescents were to be the tool with 
which Ali Soilih would build his vision 
of a great Marxist state. But this unfo¬ 
cused vision was not the only dream 
Soilih had: one night he dreamed of a 


man with a dog who had come to kill 
him. He awoke trembling and sweating, 
and after breakfast he issued a presiden¬ 
tial decree for the immediate death of all 
dogs on the Comoros. 

Killing the helpless was something his 
valiant Youth Brigade could manage 
with aplomb, and they carried out his 
orders that day, butchering dogs with 
machetes, dragging them to death be¬ 
hind Land Rovers. It has been reported 
that some 60,000 were slaughtered. 

This, of course, took care of the dogs 
on the island. Colonel Denard, however, 
had the foresight to bring with him a dog 
of his own, A careful and professional 
planner, he no doubt realized the poten¬ 
tial psyops value of showing up to over¬ 
throw Soilih in the company of a dog, as 
SoUih’s “vision” had been well publi¬ 
cized thanks to the macabre and draconian 
slaughter of all Comoran dogs. Thus, De¬ 
nard landed with a black German Shepherd 
standing in the bow of his boat. 

__ — Don McLean 


I found during my recent visit that any 
matters of importance are taken care of by 
the islanders themselves, in conjuction with 
a powerfully built Belgian military man 
known only as a Commandant Charles. I 
met him, too. He displayed ardent eyes, an 
astute mind and a determination that re¬ 
minded me of the Colonel himself in the 
days before he was wounded in the Congo 
and taken out by Dakota to Salisbury for 
medical treatment. 

As with Denard before him, the decision 
of Commandant Charles is final in all mat¬ 
ters of real importance. 


Journalists are certainly not welcome 
when they appear, as they do from time to 
time, and are summarily dealt with. Before 
making a documentary film there, I sent one 
of my crew, Tim Lambon, to the islands for 
a preliminary reconnaissance before my 
arrival. He lasted three days and was put on 
the next plane out. 

My ultimate success in completing the 
film was entirely due to my previous asso¬ 
ciation with mon Colonel in the Congo and 
elsewhere. Naturally, I was happy to renew 
the acquaintance. 

He imposed only one condition on my 
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month-long visit: no photographs of him¬ 
self, Commandant Charles or any other 
members of the Garde President, the black- 
uniformed security squad attached to the 
office of President Ahmed Abdallah. There 
are about 40 of them, mostly French, 
although there is also a sprinkling of South 
Africans. 

It was significant that the same kind of 
black uniform used for the invasion should 
have been retained, except that now there 
are several hundred black wearers of the 
uniform. Apparently, relations between the 
two groups are not always cordial. In 1985 
there was at least one attempt by black 
members of the Garde President to get rid of 
the white members. The entire mercenary 


Colonel Bob Denard, leader of mercenary 
invasions that twice took the Comoros 
Archipelago for two separate presidents. 
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PROFILE OF A REBEL: 
ROBERT DENARD 

Colonel Robert Denard revealed a dis¬ 
tinctive side of his character early in his 
career, when he was a leading seaman 
with the French navy. 

On active service off the North Afri¬ 
can coast, he was not happy with an 
order given by an officer and said so, 
with great clarity and force. He was 
thereupon charged with insubordination 
and reduced to ordinary seaman. 

This trait survived all through his 
military career. 

Those who know Robert Denard 
speak of him with awe, for it is well 
known that he requires a job to be done 
only one way — the right way. Denard is 
never flippant, nor does he tolerate fools 
gladly. He surrounds himself with the 
most efficient professionals available. 

He is a natural leader of men. Those 
mercenaries whom he has taken on op¬ 
erations with him have often declared 
that they would follow him anywhere. 
Especially when the going is rough. It is 
significant that the two senior officers 
whom he chose for the second invasion 
of the Comoros, after a succession of 
failures, were Major Guy Cardinal and 
Captain Philippe Gerard. They both had 
been with the unsuccessful coup attempt 
in Benin on the West African coast. 

Although that enterprise went badly 
wrong and lives were lost, they at once 
threw in their lot with their former com¬ 
mander when he invited them to invade 
Grand Comoro with a tiny force lacking 
automatic weapons or rockets or even 
grenades. They had complete faith in the 
ability of le Colonel to bring off a military 
campaign against all odds. It also shows 
the confidence of the man in himself. 

It was the same in the Congo, where 
Denard first came to prominence, 
although he never won the publicity, or 


notoriety, of Mad Mike Hoare. 

It was in the Congo where he acquired 
his reputation for cold-steel bravery. He 
got into the headlines when, with a small 
force of French mercenaries, he was able 
to keep an entire United Nations battal¬ 
ion at bay for days during the battle for 
Kolwezi, inflicting severe casualties. 

There were more actions in various 
other theaters — Kamina, Stanleyville, 
and the Angolan border. 

His force became known by both lo¬ 
cals and foreigners as les Affreux : The 
Terrible Ones, But at the same time he 
acquired a reputation for perfection. 

In his day Denard had been a naval 
gunner, serving in Southeast Asia and 
the Mediterranean, a legionnaire in 
Algeria during the anti-colonial atrocities, 
and a policeman in Morocco (Denard is 
vague about that period of his life). 

He also served as a mercenary in Ye¬ 
men, Angola (with Savimbi, during the 
early civil war period), and very briefly 
in Benin, where his operation was 
“shopped” from the inside, probably by 
radical members of the French security 
system, which is known to be infested by 
pro-Russian moles. 

The Benin debacle was launched from 
Gabon at the behest of the then Eminence 
grise of Franco-African politics, Jacques 
Focart, the French President’s secretary- 
general in charge of African and Mala¬ 
gasy affairs. Focart was responsible for 
many of the dirty tricks played against 
left wing interests in Africa. For a while 
Denard was one of his hit men. 

Not all his ventures \frere successful. 
In 1975 he was engaged by President 
Mobutu Sese Seko of Zaire to hire 30 
mercenaries to invade the oil-rich pro¬ 
vince of Cabinda in Angola, just north of 
the Congo River, The invasion failed 
and Denard retreated back to Kinshasha. 

Then the CIA paid him a half-million 
dollars to recruit another 20 mercerfaries 











force was invited to a formal dinner. A 
snitch revealed that all the tables had been 
booby trapped with plastic explosives, 
timed to go off during the meal. 

The eight ringleaders of the plot were 
arrested and executed, after confessing that 
their backing had been external; the Rus¬ 
sians had had a hand in the planning. 

After this incident relations with nearby 
Seychelles and Madagascar, both quasi- 
Marxist states, became very cool indeed. 

Because of the strategic nature and posi¬ 
tion of the islands, South Africa keeps a 
close watch on developments in the Com¬ 
oros. Some believe that Denard is partly 

Continued on page 88 


Aerial view of Moroni, capital of Grand 
Comoro and headquarters of the mercenary 
power behind the throne in the Comoros. 



and provide Jonas Savimbi of Unita with 
a strike force. The venture lasted a few 
months before petering out. Savimbi 
takes orders from no one in his own 
African backyard, least of all from a 
white Frenchman who made it clear that 
he considered Unita should strike at the 
heart of the enemy, nearer Luanda, and 
not wait for the enemy to attack them. 
But since then, Savimbi has employed 
exactly those tactics with remarkable 
success. 

But the most discouraging fiasco was 
still to come. In mid-January 1977, De¬ 
nard, with about 100 men, boarded an 
unmarked DC-7 at Omar Bongo Airport 
in Franceville, Gabon. 

Their intention was to invade the tiny 
Marxist state of Benin, formerly 
Dahomey. This was another harebrained 
scheme cooked up by the French Secret 
Service, which seemed highly unlikely to 
succeed, but Denard went to it with a 
professional will. Somehow the French 
had persuaded King Hassan of Morocco 
and President Bongo of Gabon to take part. 

The operation was named Manta, and 
Denard traveled under the nom de guerre 
of Colonel Gilbert Bougeaud. He had 
moved with his group from Morocco, 
where all the training had taken place. 
There was also a French SDECE ( Ser¬ 
vice de Documentation Exterieur et de 
Contre-Espionnage ) man by the name of 
Gratien Pognon who had been the Benin 
ambassador to Brussels. Pognon was to 
get on the radio and announce the return 
of Dr. Emil Zinzou and the ‘ Dahomey 
Liberation Front,- once President 
Mathieu had been taken care of. El Hadj 
Omar Bongo, President of Gabon, was 
scheduled to provide a diversionary 
force from his presidential guard (mostly 
white mercenaries) to make a strike from 
neighboring Togo, but this was called 
off when General Eyadema of Togo got 
cold feet. 


These; 92 men captured the airport at 
Cotonou after a 15-minute battle, having 
knocked 1 out a tank on the runway with 
mortars. Leaving a force to secure the 
airport (an important detail, because if 
the coup failed, the airport would be 
their only avenue of retreat), they then 
moved into the town, having to travel on 
foot as there were no vehicles on the 
streets to commandeer at 0700 on a Sun¬ 
day morning. They met strong resistance 
from the palace, which came under 
heavy mortar fire from the mercenaries. 
Unfortunately, the president was not at 
the palace. They failed in their attempt to 
secure the radio station, and after two 
hours they could advance no further. 
Government reinforcements arrived and 
the attackers were obliged to withdraw 
to the airport with all haste. 

The retreat became a rout as civilians 
with machetes, summoned over the radio 
by President Kerekou, joined in the attack. 
Denard and his mercenaries reached their 
aircraft, but only just. Two of their num¬ 
ber were killed and one wounded. 

In the rush to get out, Denard was 
obliged to leave behind his radios, mor¬ 
tars, machine guns and a briefcase con¬ 
taining the real names, addresses, photo¬ 
graphs and bank account details of his 
men. He now admits that it was one of 
the worst moments of his life. He also 
admits that he was very lucky to get 
away without the rickety old DC-7 re¬ 
ceiving a direct hit. 

They needed all four engines to get off 
the ground in the sticky tropical heat. If 
one had been hit they would all have 
been captured and probably put to death. 
All in all, it was not a coup to be listed in 
your portfolio if you . are looking for 
mere work. 

But if you are good at what you do, 
work is always available in the fluctuat¬ 
ing auction house of Third World Afri¬ 
can governments. Less than a year after 


the Benin incident, Denard was engaged 
to topple the government of Ali Soilih 
... which he had been engaged to estab¬ 
lish a year or so before the Benin inci¬ 
dent. C'est la guerre. 

Colonel Bob Denard now leads a quiet 
life. He will still tell you, “La guerre , 
c 'est mon metier, ’* but he knows that he 
has fought his last serious campaign. A 
small operation, perhaps. One that does 
not need a great deal of physical exer¬ 
tion. But nothing big. 

His body has taken some punishment 
during his seven campaigns; he has been 
wounded five times and walks with a 
limp. But you can see nothing of the 
head scar that he got in the Congo, which 
was mended in Salisbury, in what was 
then Rhodesia. 

Meeting him again recently (the last 
time had been at the Regina Hotel in 
Kinshasa in the late ’60s) I found a 
pleasant, quiet spoken and precise per¬ 
son whom I would not have looked at 
twice if he had sat next to me on an 
aircraft from Paris. He listened carefully 
to my questions, and answered clearly 
and articulately in lucid French. I was 
aware that he understood English per¬ 
fectly, but some Frenchmen make a 
practice of always replying in their own 
language; it gives them time to think. 

Although the sun was at its height, he 
was neatly dressed in a light-blue linen 
suit, as was Commandant Charles. We 
were probably the only three people wear¬ 
ing ties on Grand Comoro that day. Tradi¬ 
tions die hard in a former French colony. 

Although it is more than a decade 
since Bob has heard a shot fired in anger, 
he still has the bearing of a fighting man; 
as if he had come back from battle 
yesterday. It is impossible not to respect 
and like this old warrior. 

And, I’m pretty sure we haven’t heard 
altogether the last of a French military 
man by the name of Bob Denard. 
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Israeli Commandos Terminate 
PLO Terror Chief 

by Neil C. Livingstone and David Halevy 
Illustration by Ralph Butler 


class missile boats was two days away from 
the coast of Tunisia, Its mission: to kill Kalil 
Ibrahim Machmud al-Wazir, better known 
as Abu Jihad, the PLO’s chief of military 
operations. 

General Shahak could not be at the kib¬ 
butz on 10 April because he had been deeply 
involved in preparations for the raid. 



O N the night of 9-10 April 1973, Israel 
conducted a raid on Beirut, known as 
Operation Spring Youth, that helped soli¬ 
dify that nation’s reputation as a special- 
operations superpower. Some 30 Israeli 
commandos disembarked from missile 
boats in Zodiac rafts and landed on a beach 
near Beirut. The first two teams linked up 
with Mossad agents who had slipped into 
the city earlier and climbed into vehicles 
that had been leased from Avis. 

One team went to an apartment house in 
West Beirut and killed Black September 
leader Abu Youssef and his deputy Kernel 
Adwan, along with Palestinian poet Kam- 
mal Nasser, the PLO’s chief spokesman in 
Beirut. Meanwhile the second team blew up 
the headquarters of the Democratic Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine (DFLP). A 
third team, which had landed further down 
the beach and was commanded by the pre¬ 
sent Israeli defense attache in Washington, 
Amos Yaron, destroyed a Black September 
ordnance center, which included a car bomb 
workshop. 

As the Israelis withdrew back toward the 
beach, they continued to meet heavy resis¬ 
tance. Although the operation was supposed 
to be covert, and hence deniable, the Israelis 
were forced to send in helicopters to evacu¬ 
ate casualties and to drop spikes and cal¬ 
trops on the roads to delay pursuit. 

Fifteen years later, on 10 April 1988, a 
large memorial ceremony was planned at a 
Negev Desert kibbutz for the two Israeli 
soldiers killed in the raid. The principal 
speaker at the event was supposed to be 
Major General Amnon Shahak, the chief of 
Israel’s military intelligence organization 


DOCUMENTING 
JIHAD’S DEMISE 

Neil C. Livingstone is adjunct profes¬ 
sor at Georgetown University and an 
authority on terrorism and national de¬ 
fense issues. He has written numerous 
articles and books on those subjects, his 
most recent effort being Beyond the 
Iran-Contra Crisis: The Shape of U.S , 
Counter-Terrorism Policy in the Post- 
Reagan Era , published by Lexington 
Press. He and M.K. Pilgrim authored 
“Spetsnaz Invades America” (SOF, 
January ’88). 

David Halevy is a 19-year veteran 
correspondent with Time Magazine and 
former member of Israeli special opera¬ 
tions forces. He is also in the Israeli army 
reserves. 


With six Mossad agents operating under 
cover in Tunisia, Israeli commandos 
departed from home port for Tunis aboard 
four missile boats, ostensibly to conduct 
naval maneuvers in international waters 
south of Crete. About 1,800 meters from 
the Tunisian shore, five Zodiac rafts with 
dark-clad commandos sped toward the 
sandy beach, while the missile boats 
withdrew to a position just outside 
international waters. 


AMAN. In 1973, as a lieutenant colonel, he 
had commanded one of the raiding parties. 

On the day of ceremony, however. General 
Shahak called to say he was too busy and 
would be unable to attend. He said that Col¬ 
onel Yigal Presler, a lieutenant during the 
Beirut raid and now the prime minister’s top 
terrorism advisor, would take his place. 

At the banquet dinner on the kibbutz that 
evening, Col. Presler paid tribute to the men 
who had carried out the audacious raid. 
Operation Spring Youth was a great suc¬ 
cess, he said, and should serve as a model 
for effective anti-terrorist operations in the 
future. He also stressed that future opera¬ 
tions of this type should not be openly ac¬ 
knowledged by Israel, even if Israeli in¬ 
volvement was an open secret. 

Three days later, on 13 April, the IDF 
(Israel Defense Forces) weekly magazine 
Bamachne published an interview with 
Gen. Shahak that quoted him as saying: “I 
do believe that [commando] raids are highly 
successful. They have a highly deterrent 
impact on terrorists and therefore I regard 
them as a highly important tool. I don’t 
think that wc at the IDF have stopped think¬ 
ing about them or that we will stop conduct¬ 
ing them.” 

His words were extremely prophetic. At 
the time the interview was published, an 
Israeli raiding party aboard four corvette- 


Master of Terror 

Ironically, it was Operation Spring Youth 
that first brought Abu Jihad to power. He 
was appointed chief of military operations 
of the PLO to succeed the late Abu Youssef. 
A brilliant and ruthless man, Abu Jihad had 
waged an unrelenting war against Israel and 
other Western targets from 1973 until his 
death. Terrorism was nothing new to him. 
Together with PLO leader Yasir Arafat, he 
had helped plan and execute the first Fatah 
terrorist strikes against Israel in the 1960s. 

The list of terrorist operations personally 
planned and supervised by Abu Jihad in¬ 
cludes the attack on the Israeli border town 
of Nahariyah in June 1974, which left four 
Israelis dead and six wounded; the hostage¬ 
taking episode at the Savoy Hotel in down¬ 
town Tel Aviv in March 1975 (22 Israelis 
killed and wounded); the hijacking of an 
Israeli bus in March 1978, which resulted in 
the deaths of 33 Israeli civilians and 82 
wounded; the murder of two Israeli sailors 
in Barcelona, Spain, in September 1985; 
and most recently the seizure of a bus near 
the Dimona nuclear facility in which three 
Israelis were killed and another three 
wounded. 

His boldest terrorist operation, however, 
occurred in April 1985, when he attempted 
to strike at the very heart of the Israeli de¬ 
fense establishment with his own raid mod¬ 
eled on Operation Spring Youth. He dis¬ 
patched a ship from Algeria with 20 Pales¬ 
tinian commandos and crew of eight on 
board. The raiding party was supposed to 
leave the ‘ ‘mother ship’ ’ on high-speed rafts 
and land on a popular beach near Tel Aviv. 
From there it was to make its way to the 
Israeli defense complex in the heart of the 
city, storm the building, and take as many 
hostages as possible. Once inside the de¬ 
fense complex, its most important mission 
was to locate and kill Israeli Defense Minis¬ 
ter Yitzak Rabin. 
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The Israelis, however, intercepted and 
sank the ship, pulling only eight survivors 
from the water. Although the mission 
failed, the attempt to kill Rabin represented 
a violation of an unwritten code against 
targeting the top leadership of either side. 
Since Abu Jihad was, for all intents and 
purposes, Rabin’s counterpart, his involve¬ 
ment in the plot against Rabin made him fair 
game in Israeli eyes. 

The actual decision to kill Abu Jihad was 
the result of a number of factors, however. 
First, he was seen as an increasingly power¬ 
ful force in the PLO and Arafat’s most likely 
successor. The Israelis reckoned that he would 
be a far more formidable opponent than Ara¬ 
fat. Second, there was deepening concern in 
Israel’s intelligence community over the 
emerging alliance between the PLO and the 
radical Shi’ite terrorist organization, Hizbol- 
lah. Third, the PLO had stepped up military 
operations against Israel itself, and the Israelis 
were looking for a way to strike back at the 
operational structure of the PLO. 

Finally, Abu Jihad’s fate was sealed 
when it was learned that he was playing a 
crucial role in the Intifada , the 1988 upris¬ 
ing on the West Bank and in the Gaza strip. 
Although the Intifada was spontaneous in its 
origins, Abu Jihad had moved quickly to 
consolidate his control over the violence. 
He funneled orders and money to his lieu¬ 
tenants in the occupied territories, some¬ 
times speaking to his operatives on the West 
Bank directly by telephone. The calls were 
routed through a switchboard in Geneva in 
an attempt to escape Israeli eavesdropping. 

The Israelis were alarmed. They knew 
that Abu Jihad already was planning the 
evolution of the revolt to its third and “fi¬ 
nal” stage, which involved setting up a 
shadow government in the occupied terri¬ 
tories. This, the authorities realized, could 
make the occupied territories ungovernable. 
As the first step toward this goal, he had 
destroyed the well-established Israeli in¬ 
former network in the West Bank and Gaza. 

So the decision was made by Israel’s top 
leadership to kill Abu Jihad. Still, nothing 
would have happened had not the right 
opportunity presented itself. In late Febru¬ 
ary or early March, an informant inside the 
PLO provided the Israelis with precise in¬ 
formation concerning Abu Jihad’s move¬ 
ments. With that information in hand, all 
that remained was to set the trap. 

Intelligence Requirements 

Any successful military operation re- 

Khalil Wazir (center), better known as Abu 
Jihad, flanked by loyalist guerrillas carrying 
A KM and Hungarian AMD-65 assault rifles 
in East Lebanon, 1983. As Yasir Arafat's 
chief of military operations and 
second-in-command for the Palestine 
Liberation Organization (PLO), he waged 
unrelenting war against Israel and other 
Western targets from 1973 until his death. 

He had also helped plan and execute the 
first Fatah terrorist strikes against Israel in 
the 1960s. Israeli commandos finally 
brought his reign of terror to an end in 
April 1988. Photo: AP/Wide World 


quires precise operational intelligence. In 
this regard, the Israelis had been engaged in 
extensive intelligence collection in North 
Africa since the early 1950s. Israel’s first 
prime minister and defense minister, David 
Ben-Gurion, had conceived of a strategy 
designed to flank the Arab confrontation 
states by establishing close ties with Turkey 
(behind Syria and Lebanon), Iran (behind 
Jordan and Iraq), and Ethiopia (behind 
Egypt and the Sudan). During this period, 
North Africa was still under colonial 
domination, but as the nations of the region 
became independent Israel moved quickly 
to initiate secret relations with each of them. 

Israel maintained low-level secret rela¬ 
tions with both King Idris of Libya and the 
Moroccan monarchy. Gradually Morocco 
became the launching pad for Israeli recon¬ 
naissance missions throughout North Africa 
and the rest of the Arab world. Israel’s rela¬ 
tionship with Morocco peaked during the 
mid-1960s, when the Israelis helped form 
the modem Moroccan intelligence service. 


based on the Mossad model. They also 
assisted in the establishment of the Moroc¬ 
can internal security service, a carbon copy 
of the Israeli Shin Bet, and provided train¬ 
ing to the Moroccan army and airforce. The 
relationship was so close that the Israelis 
actually established an armor school in 
Morocco and an advanced training program 
for Moroccan pilots. 

From 1966 to 1975, 30 Mossad agents 
and armed forces advisors were permanent¬ 
ly stationed in Morocco, and Israel’s annual 
intelligence expenditures in northwest Afri¬ 
ca ranged between $12 and $20 million, all 
reimbursed to Israel by the CIA. After 
Moroccan-Israeli relations began to cool in 
the early 1970s, the Israelis simply went 
underground, maintaining covert stations 
throughout the Maghreb region (Morocco, 
Tunisia, Algeria, and Libya). Because 
Morocco and Tunisia were relatively open 
societies, intelligence collection efforts in 
those countries were extremely productive. 
After Muammar Khadaffi came to power in 
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Libya in 1969, the Israelis stepped up intelli¬ 
gence activities against Libya, which threat¬ 
ened to become a hostile “front-line” state. 

After the PLO was driven from Beirut in 
1982 and relocated in Tunis, the Tunisian 
capital, Israel launched a crash program to 
upgrade its intelligence resources there. 
Mossad agents, disguised as tourists or 
European businessmen, regularly visited 
Tunisia. “Branch offices” of European 
companies controlled by the Mossad were 
opened in Tunis. Tunisian citizens and even 
members of the government were recruited 
by the Mossad. Some knew who they were 
working for; others believed they were 
assisting European or American intelli¬ 
gence organizations. 

At the same time, Israeli military intelli¬ 
gence targeted Tunisia for intensified oper¬ 
ational intelligence that could be used in 
future military operations. Members of Flo¬ 
tilla 13, Israel’s elite naval commandos, 
regularly mapped Tunisian beaches and 
other landing sites, surveyed the country’s 


naval facilities and naval warning systems, 
and monitored the activities of the Tunisian 
navy (which consists of one frigate, six fast- 
attack craft, and assorted patrol boats). 
Israeli army commandos from the Sayaret 
Matkal (approximately the Israeli equiva¬ 
lent of Delta Force) frequently penetrated 
deep into Tunisia, surveying roads, air¬ 
ports, and targets like the PLO headquar¬ 
ters. They also collected intelligence on the 
Tunisian army (composed of six armor, 
mechanized, and reconnaissance brigades) 
and police operations. The IDF monitoring 
service, Israel’s counterpart of the super¬ 
secret U.S. National Security Agency, 
eavesdropped on all Tunisian and PLO 
communications. 

Although they already had the most ex¬ 
tensive intelligence files in existence on the 
PLO, the Israelis decided to reconstruct 
their profile of the organization and its ac¬ 
tivities from scratch. As part of this project, 
a special task force concentrating on the top 
leadership of the PLO was established. One 


group focused exclusively on Abu Jihad. 
His every move, meeting, trip, and call 
were recorded and analyzed. Files were pre¬ 
pared on all of his close associates; his 
house and neighborhood were surveyed and 
carefully mapped , and every element of his 
behavior was analyzed. 

By mid-1985, the Israelis had an exten¬ 
sive network in Tunisia, including agents, 
local support, safe houses, weapons caches, 
and a clandestine communications system. 
They also had an extraordinary amount of 
highly detailed intelligence about the PLO 
and an extensive working knowledge of 
Tunis and its environs. This information 
was put to good use after three Israelis were 
killed aboard a yacht in Cyprus. In retalia¬ 
tion, Israeli F-16s bombed the building that 
served as the headquarters and barracks for 
Force 17, Arafat’s personal praetorian 
guard, which was responsible for the kill¬ 
ings. Real-time Israeli intelligence was so 
good that eight minutes before the fighters 
began their attack, the general staff war 
room in Tel Aviv was alerted that Yasir 
Arafat and Abu Tayeb, the commander of 
Force 17, had just left the building. 

The Israeli air force commander in¬ 
formed Yitzhak Rabin, the minister of de¬ 
fense, that they could re-target Arafat and 
Tayeb, even at the last minut.e. But Rabin 
decided to go ahead with the original plan, 
because any last-minute change of target 
would increase both the risk to the Israeli 
aviators and to innocent Tunisian civilians. 
The Force 17 building subsequently was 
leveled by the Israeli planes. 

In preparation for the killing of Abu 
Jihad, the Israelis relied extensively on their 
knowledge of Tunisia and the PLO. In late 
March, all Israeli agents were pulled out of 
Tunisia so as to avoid unnecessary risks or 
accidental disclosure of the operation. It 
would also prevent them from being 
“blown” if the Tunisians got lucky and 
discovered what was going on. During the 
second week of April, a Mossad team that 
would function as part of the operation, 
composed of six men and one woman, en¬ 
tered the country, using a variety of careful¬ 
ly developed and nearly infallible cover 
identities. They quickly and efficiently set 
up their operation base and retrieved a num¬ 
ber of weapons from a hidden depot. 

So that he could get a firsthand look at the 
situation on the ground, the commander of 
the Sayaret Matkal flew to Tunis on a com¬ 
mercial flight from Rome, using a genuine 
passport and identity papers that would pro¬ 
vide him with, at best, short-lived cover. He 
was met at the airport by the Mossad team 
leader, and together they drove to Abu 
Jihad’s house in an exclusive suburb of 
Tunis. It was located on a hill approximate¬ 
ly 1,500 feet from the sea. After surveying 
the house and the quiet neighborhood, they 
went on to the landing site that had been 
chosen for the Israeli commandos. It was a 
deserted beach near Ras Carthage, once the 
port of the ancient city of Carthage. The 
following morning, having assured himself 
that all was in order, the Sayaret Matkal 
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commander left Tunis and returned to Israel 
via Europe. He would be back in Tunisia in 
less than a week, this time in command of 
the men who would kill Abu Jihad. 

Final Preparations 

In early April 1988, a final, full-dress 
rehearsal was conducted near the Israeli port 
city of Haifa, which brought together all of 
the operational elements of the mission. 
Israeli commandos landed on a beach in the 
vicinity of Haifa and traversed a route 
approximating the one they would take in 
Tunis to a moekup of Abu Jihad’s house, 
which had been built on an Israeli army 
ordnance base. In order to make the rehear¬ 
sal as realistic as possible, the planners 
actually moved hangers and roads on the 
base to better simulate the approaches to the 
house. So that Soviet and American spy 
satellites would not recognize it, the final 
touches were added to the model and the 
exercise was conducted during a window 
when no satellites were overflying Israel. 
Every member of the A Team — the force 
that would do the actual killing — was 
issued a three-dimensional scale model of 
Abu Jihad’s house to help familiarize them 
with the layout. During the rehearsal, the 
Sayaret Matkal A Team “blew” the front 
door of the house, “killed” Abu Jihad and 
exited the house in 22 seconds flat, well 
under the limit set by the mission planners. 
Unbelievably, during the actual raid the 


Outside view of Abu Jihad’s house in Tunis 
suburb of Sidi Boseid the day after Israeli 
commandos raided the residence on 16 
April 1988, killing him with 70 rounds of 
automatic weapons fire. AP/Wide World 

team would shave nine seconds off its best 
rehearsal time. 

Few people realize how difficult and 
complex most successful special operations 
raids are. Even though the goal was to kill 
one man, the operation required the ener¬ 
gies of literally hundreds, if not thousands, 
of Israelis. 

In addition to the Mossad agents already 
in Tunis, the actual raiding party included 
naval commandos from Flotilla 13, who 
would secure the beach near Ras Carthage, 
and approximately 30 Sayaret Matkal com¬ 
mandos tasked with killing Abu Jihad. 

The commandos would be transported to 
and from Tunisia on four corvette-class mis¬ 
sile boats, two Sa’ar 4.5s and two Sa’ar 4s. 
The Sa’ar 4.5s are code named Chochit by 
the Israeli navy. One carried two U.S.- 
made Cobra gunships, which could be used 
in the event the raiding party needed help. It 
would also serve as the operational head¬ 
quarters for the mission. On board would be 
Major General Ehud Barak, the IDF’s chief 
of operations, the Mossad’s deputy director 
of operations, and the chief of naval opera¬ 
tions, who would be in direct command of 


the naval component. The other Sa’ar 4.5 
was outfitted with a full hospital and surgi¬ 
cal facility, as well as a specially-designed 
Bell 206 helicopter capable of evacuating 
casualties in an emergency. 

As a small nation where virtually every¬ 
one knows everyone else, or at least a 
mutual friend, the Israelis are unusually 
sensitive to the issue of casualties. Every 
military death is felt throughout Israel. To 
treat possible casualties, two of Israel’s 
finest doctors — a surgeon and an anesthe¬ 
siologist — were called back to active re¬ 
serve duty to assist the army medical team 
that would be aboard the second Sa’ar 4.5. 
They participated in all of the rehearsals and 
pre-raid exercises. Luckily, the most se¬ 
rious medical problem they had to deal with 
was the seasickness of some of the comman¬ 
dos on the long voyage to and from Tunisia. 

The two Sa’ar 4s would carry the com¬ 
mandos and actually penetrate Tunisian ter¬ 
ritorial waters. In addition to their usual 
complement of sailors, communications 
specialists, document analysts, Mossad op¬ 
eratives, and other specialists who might be 
needed in an emergency would be on board 
the ships. The Mossad chief communications 
specialist was a man who had lived under deep 
cover in the Maghreb for many years. 

Overhead would be two Boeing 707s, 
one a flying headquarters and the other an 
airborne reconnaissance and electronic war¬ 
fare platform. On board the headquarters 
craft (identification number 4X-007) would 
be the chief of the Israeli air force. Major 
General Avihu Ben-Nun, who would coor¬ 
dinate all air activity with General Barak. 
This plane would also serve as a relay sta¬ 
tion, transmitting the action on the ground 
to the War Room in the Israeli defense com¬ 
plex in Tel Aviv. In this way, Tel Aviv 
would be able to stay in direct contact with 
the commandos on the ground. The Mossad 
director and his military intelligence coun¬ 
terpart, Major General Shahak of the Israeli 
military intelligence organization AMAN, 
would be aboard the other 707 (identifica¬ 
tion number 4X-497), coordinating the flow 
of intelligence. Two flying tankers, also 
Boeing 707s, would be positioned over the 
Mediterranean to refuel the airborne contin¬ 
gent, and four F-15 fighters would be in the 
vicinity to provide air support to the 707s. 

During the raid, the Sayaret Matkal com¬ 
mandos would wear black, fireproof cover¬ 
alls, paladium boots, and lightweight utility 
vests made of bullet-resistant fabric. Each 
commando would be equipped with a mini¬ 
ature radio pack, with earphone and micro¬ 
phone, and an emergency location finder, in 
case he was captured or separated from his 
unit. The flying headquarters had sensors on 
board able to pinpoint an activated location 
finder and direct help to the individual in 
need. Each man also carried a first aid kit, a 
knife, and extra ammo. 

All of the weapons used in the raid were 
Israeli manufactured, in contrast to many 
special operations conducted by the Israelis 
in which captured East-bloc weapons were 
used to increase deniability. All of the serial 
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numbers and other markings, however, 
were removed. Similarly, all of the 
ammunition also was Israeli but bore no 
markings. Teams A and B were outfitted 
with silenced UZI submachine guns, and 
some team members carried .22 Beretta pis¬ 
tols, which were also suppressed. For added 
firepower and range, teams C and D carried 
Galil assault rifles and light machine guns. 
Most of the men also had stun grenades and 
number 24 and 26 fragmentation hand gre¬ 
nades slung from their utility vests. 

The Operation 

Under cover of darkness, the missile 
boats were loaded in Israel with the equip¬ 
ment that would be needed on the raid. The 
first two boats got underway at dawn, 
allegedly for the purpose of conducting na¬ 
val maneuvers south of Crete. The second 
set of boats departed some 60 hours later, 
after sundown, with the commandos on 
board. 

Although Israeli intelligence intercepted 
a message on 14 April, in which the French 
warned the PLO that the Israelis were up to 
something, Gen. Barak decided to continue 
with the mission. He was counting on both 
the unspecific nature of the warning and on 
PLO inertia to prevent the Palestinians from 
taking effective countermeasures. 

Shortly after nightfall on 15 April, the 
Israeli flotilla rendezvoused just outside of 
Tunisian territorial waters, beyond the 
reach of Tunisia’s coastal radar. There was 
no negative intelligence coming in from any 
quarter, and the “Go!” order was given. 

The two Sa’ar 4 missile boats with the 
commandos on board pulled away, pro¬ 
vided with an electronic cloak by one of the 
707s high overhead. They continued 
through the Gulf of Tunis until the coast of 
Tunisia loomed 1,600-1,800 meters away. 
The missile boats cut power, and two pairs 
of frogmen from Flotilla 13 slipped over the 
side of one of vessels into the dark, choppy 
waters. Aided by Swimmer Delivery Vehi¬ 
cles, known as pigs, they quickly made their 
way through the breaking waves to the de¬ 
serted beach where they made contact with 
the Mossad team, which was waiting for them. 

The high-flying 707 off the coast was in 
contact with the Mossad agents on the 
beach. Before the Zodiacs with the Sayaret 
Matkal commandos were launched, the 
frogmen were required to link up with their 
Mossad counterparts on the beach, make 
positive identification, and send back a 
coded signal to land the main force. Far 
behind the first 707 was the flying head¬ 
quarters, which was relaying all com¬ 
munications from the operation back to Tel 
Aviv. Some distance away from the Tuni¬ 
sian coast, the F-15s, already having once 
refueled, were standing by to protect the 707s. 

The ‘ ‘all clear’ ’ signal was transmitted to 
the missile boats, and within seconds five 
Zodiac rafts hit the water. Their engines 
were cranked up, and they sped away to¬ 
ward the beach, loaded with heavily-armed, 
dark-clad commandos. As they approached 
the sandy beach, the commandos jumped 
out of the Zodiacs and dragged them to high 


Abu Jihad’s coffin carried by Tunisian 
officers en route from Tunis suburb of 
Soukra to the airport. In left foreground is 
youngest grandson of Abu Jihad, 
three-year-old Jihad Halil al Wazir, carried 
by unidentified relative. Photo: AP/Wide 
World 

ground. The missile boats, meanwhile, 
withdrew to a position just outside of Tuni¬ 
sia’s territorial waters to await the return of 
the raiders. 

The commandos piled into three vehicles 
rented by the Mossad agents: a Peugeot 305 
(license number 66TI2505), and two Volks¬ 
wagen minibuses (license numbers 328TI48 
and 8405TI53). The naval commandos 
were left behind to hide the rafts among the 
palm trees just beyond the beach and to 
secure the beachhead. 

Abu Jihad’s Rendezvous with Death 

Abu Jihad’s neighborhood, a suburb of 
Tunis known as Sidi Buseid, is popular with 
top PLO leaders, and as a consequence is 
usually crawling with security men of one 
description or another. The PLO’s chief of 
intelligence, Abu el-Chol (Halil Abdul 
Hamid) lived across the street from Abu 
Jihad, and Abu Massen (Machmud Abbas), 
the PLO member responsible for the dia¬ 
logue with the Israeli left, resided next door. 

A few minutes after 0100, the comman¬ 
dos arrived at Abu Jihad’s house and joined 
the Mossad operatives who had been keep¬ 
ing the house and neighborhood under con¬ 
stant surveillance. Everything was quiet, 
but contrary to expectations, Abu Jihad was 
not at home. He was downtown attending a 
lengthy meeting with PLO external rela¬ 
tions official Farouk Kadumi regarding the 
controversial U.S. decision to close down 
the office of the PLO mission to the United 
Nations. 

The commandos had no choice but to 
await his return. One team, their faces 
blackened, took up positions in the shadows 
and foliage around the house. Other teams 


secured the escape route and surrounding 
streets leading to the house. Members of A 
Team, who would kill the PLO leader, 
checked their equipment one last time and 
pulled on their night vision goggles to get 
adjusted to them. To ensure that no one 
would sound the alarm if their presence was 
discovered, the Mossad operatives had 
tapped into the phone lines leading in and 
out of the neighborhood and could block 
any calls they didn’t want to get through. In 
case anyone accidentally picked up their 
communications, the commandos spoke to 
each other in French or Arabic. 

The minutes dragged by slowly, the ten¬ 
sion mounting with every passing second. 
Finally, at 0130, Abu Jihad returned home, 
tailed by Mossad agents. He immediately 
went into the house, while his security detail 
parked his car and took up their positions. 
The Israeli plan of operation called for the 
commandos to wait until Abu Jihad went to 
bed before launching their attack. The 
assault party continued to wait. After nearly 
an hour, the light went out in Abu Jihad’s 
first-floor study. 

Seconds later, a second-floor light came 
on. More minutes went by. Then, suddenly, 
the light was extinguished. The house was 
plunged into darkness. Nothing in the 
neighborhood stirred. It was time to act. 

D Team was deployed a short distance 
from the house to guard the approaches to it. 
Members of C Team took up positions near 
both the front and back of the house from 
which they could intervene in the event that 
more firepower or other assistance was 
needed. While B Team moved around to the 
rear entrance of the house, A Team 
approached the front door. A member of A 
Team slipped stealthily up to Abu Jihad’s 
parked car in the drive. The driver was 
snoring peacefully behind the wheel. One 
shot from a silenced pistol ensured that he 

Continued on page 94 
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j- Israel’s Vengeance? 


\ tT E ^ cons ^ ere d by many to be the most 
Xldangerous.man in the world. And he is 


on the move again. No one knows where he 
will strike next,*hut it’s a good bet that his 
target will be either American or Israeli. He 
is Abh Nidal, and his name is synonymous 
with terror. . % 

During Jiis congressional testimony, 
01ivei / North read from a newspaper de- 
scribing Abu Nidal as “the world’s most 
^wanted terrorist.” According to North, 
“When you look at his whole career, Abu 
Nidal makes the infamous terrorist Carlos 
look like a Boy Scout.” North cited State 
Department figures stating that Abu Nidal 
and his followers, “who number an estimated 
500, have killed as many as 181 persons and 
wounded more than 200 in two years.” 

It was a death threat from Abu Nidal that 
prompted North to take a security fence 
from a former CIA friend of General 
Richard Secord in order to provide some 
protection to his family during his frequent 
absences. The government, however, told 
him there was nothing that could be done to 
protect the family of an official at his level. 
“I’ll be glad to meet Abu Nidal on equal 
terms anywhere in the world,” North told 
the congressional investigators, in what was 
perhaps his most riveting testimony. “But I 
am not willing to have my wife and my four 
children meet Abu Nidal or his organization 
on his terms,” he added. 

But who is Abu Nidal, and why did his 
name fill even a man like Oliver North with 
trepidation? Where is he today, and what is 
he likely to do next? 

Profile of a Terrorist 

Sabri Khalil al-Bana, better known as 
Abu Nidal, was bom in 1940 (or 1937 
according to other sources) in Jaffa, in what 
was then Palestine. He was one of 11 chil¬ 
dren. His father was a devout Moslem and 
prosperous businessman, who owned more 
than 6,000 acres of orchards, including 
orange groves in Ashkelon, Yavneh. and 


by Neil C. Livingstone 
& David Halevy 


Kfar Sabba. The al-Bana family lived in a 
20-room house (which was later converted 
into an Israeli police station) in the Ajami 
section of Jaffa. Ironically, until his death, 
Sabri’s father, Haj Khalil al-Bana, was a 
close friend of Israel’s first president; 
Chaim Weizmann, and of the founder of the 
Hagana (the Jewish underground army), 
Avraham Shapira. Mohammed al-Bana, 
one of Sabri’s brothers, is one of the largest 
fruit and vegetable merchants on the occu¬ 
pied West Bank and is known to enjoy cor¬ 
dial relations with the Israeli government. 
According to Mohammed, he remembers 
“as a boy twice visiting the Weizmann 
house in Rehovot.” 

As a young man, Sabri al-Bana led a 
privileged existence. He was driven to and 
from school in a chauffeur-driven car, 
which was virtually unheard of in those 
days. But following the bitter struggle that 
accompanied the establishment of the state 
of Israel in 1948, all of the al-Bana family 
orchards and property in Israel were de¬ 
clared “properties of absentees” and taken 
over by the Israeli government. 

Suddenly, Sabri al-Bana was just one 
more stateless Palestinian refugee. His 
father had died in 1945, and the task of 
supporting the family fell to his older 
brothers. The family moved first to Nablus, 
and later to Beirut, Lebanon (in the mid- 
1950s). Despite the loss of their lands in 
Israel, the family had been able to save 
much of its wealth, including homes in 
Beirut, Damascus, Nablus, Marseilles, and 
Istanbul. Since their wealth was intact, Sab¬ 
ri never had to live in a refugee camp but 
went to school in East Jerusalem, where he 
studied, among other things, English and 
French. 

There are unconfirmed reports that Sabri 


attended American University in Beirut. 
What is known is that in 1955 he subse¬ 
quently matriculated at Cairo University for 
two years, studying to become a mechanical 
engineer. Without completing his degree, 
he returned to Nablus and taught in a local 
school. But he soon yearned for the excite¬ 
ment and challenges of a broader world. In 
1960, he journeyed to Saudi Arabia and was 
hired as an electrician’s assistant by a con¬ 
struction company. He married a young 
woman, also from Nablus, and fathered 
three children: two daughters and a son 
named Nidal. It did not take him long to 
become involved in radical Palestinian poli¬ 
tics, and shortly after Yasir Arafat’s Fatah 
was founded in 1964, he joined up and 
adopted the nom de guerre “Abu Nidal” 
(Father of the Struggle). • 

It was not until after the disastrous AraB 
defeat in the Six Day War in 1967, howev¬ 
er, that he began to devote his whole life V) 
the Palestinian cause. Like so many ethe* 
young Palestinians, he concluded that the 
Arab armies were not going to be able, to_ 
liberate Palestine, and that the Palestinian^ 
would have to take their destiny into their ^ 
own hands. A rising star, by 1970 he had 
become a member of the PLO executive 
committee, and shortly thereafter was sent 
to the Sudan as the PLO’s “ambassador. ” it * 
was during his time in Khartoum that he first 
began to secretly recruit young Palestinians * 
for his own covert fighting unit. 

In 1971, he left his post in Khartoum and 
went to Baghdad as the PLO’s chief repre¬ 
sentative to Iraq, a country that was one of 
the most outspoken proponents of the 
Palestinian cause. Once in Baghdad/ he' • • 
continued to develop his own organization 
and openly advocated a more aggressive 
PLO strategy, calling for stepped-up, tflo- 
lence against Israel and its allies.' y 

In September 1973, he bdgSfrtoput his . 
philosophy into action. With the help of the 
Iraqi government, <*grdfrp of armed 
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V trnian fighters from.one of Abu Nidal’s 
V^JraiTiing’ camps ndaF Baghdad traveled to 
^ 'f y tajis and seized the Saudi Arabian embas- 
£ ^ ^^y^cmrmonthiial^rAbu Nidal broke with 
*■* * '* *■ Amfat, whom he accused of being too con- 
s^rv&tH4^aird of ui)dermining Palestinian 
jtyspifatiojw. He fottned the Fatah Revolu- 
ajy Council (FRC) and declared his iri- 
jtentiim'fcTkiU Arafat. Arafat, in turn, 
^•allegedly'ha'd ,Abu Nidal condemned to 
^eath # ii» absentia, in the years that followed, 
s bi$* organization became more popularly 
, kHawn asli lack June, although at one time 
•or another he has also operated under names 
1 such asJJiack September, the Arab Revolu¬ 
tionary Brigades, and the Revolutionary 
.Orgafriza^ionof Socialist Moslems. 

H^’has given occasional interviews to the 
media, s*ch as the one in the West German 
-periodical Der Spiegel, in which he de¬ 
scribed himself as,’ “the evil spirit of the 
secret services. I am the evil spirit which 
moves around only at night causing them 
- % ‘nightmares.” Indeed, he openly acknow¬ 
ledges that he has served as a surrogate, at 
different times, for the Iraqis, the Syrians 
and the Libyans. 

Intelligence files on Abu Nidal are reveal¬ 
ing. One file describes him as, “highly am¬ 
bitious, with a magnetic personality and ex¬ 
traordinary will power. He always strives to 
make a powerful impression upon others. He 
demands blind obedience. ” In another, he is 
characterized as “a sycophant and an oppor¬ 
tunist with an unlimited lust for power.” 

Master of Mayhem 
During the past decade Abu Nidal’s name 
has been linked to scores of terrorist attacks, 
including the shooting of Shlomo Argove, 
Israel’s ambassador to the United Kingdom, 
which became the pretext for Israel’s 1982 
invasion of Lebanon, and the hijacking of 
an Egyptair jetliner to Malta in 1984. Sixty 

* people lost their lives when Egyptian com- 

• ’ mandos botched a rescue attempt. In con- 

0 s I trast to the State Department figures cited by 

• * . North in his congressional testimony, U.S. 

• * and Israeli intelligence sources indicate that 
f •since its inception, Abu Nidal’s organiza- 

• tibn has carried out more than 250 terrorist 
attacks. In the two-year period from 1983 to 
^ 1985 alone, more than 100 terrorist attacks 
can be. linked to Abu Nidal. Of these, 69 
'Were directed at Arab targets, 16 against 
‘ targets, and 15 at European targets, 
his 1985 operations were the assas¬ 
sination of West Bank Mayor Fahd 
; Qawasma; an attempt to blow up a Jorda¬ 
nian plane en route to Kuwait; an attack on 
the offices of the Jordanian national airline, 
Alia, in Rome; the assassination of a Jorda¬ 
nian diplomat in Ankara; the bombing of a 
coffee shop in Kuwait; the assassination of a 
■ British diplomat in India; an attack on the 
U.Sr-embassy in.Cairo; and attacks on a 
lewishfO.wned store m Paris and on the El A1 
offiefe in Am§t$rdam. His bloodiest opera- 
k, tion? occurred two days after Christmas, 

Palestinian guWen4rilled 17 people 
115 ip coordinajpd^ttacks at the 
agtf Vtetjna. * ' ■ 




people were killed and injured after a Pan 
Am jumbo jet was hijacked by Abu Nidal 
terrorists to Karachi, Pakistan. Before the 
terrorists panicked and opened up on the 
passengers, they had asked stewardesses to 
identify those aboard with American pass¬ 
ports. The following day, on 6 September, 
two gunmen employed by Abu Nidal mur¬ 
dered 22 Jewish worshippers in an Istanbul 
synagogue. The attackers slipped into the 
synagogue and bolted the door with an iron 
bar to prevent anyone from escaping. Then 
they opened up on those inside with Czech- 
made submachine guns and grenades. In 
retrospect, it appears that the attack on the 
synagogue was designed to derail a planned 
meeting between Israeli Prime Minister Shi¬ 
mon Peres and Egypt’s Hosni Mubarak. 
Shortly afterwards, Moroccan authorities 
announced that they had prevented an 
attack, presumably also involving Abu Nid¬ 
al, on a synagogue in Morocco. 

International Ties 

Following his alleged break with Arafat, 
Abu Nidal located his headquarters in Bagh¬ 
dad and for at least a decade enjoyed the 
support, protection, and funding of the Iraqi 
government and its strongman, Saddam 
Hussein. However, after the Iraqi govern¬ 
ment became embroiled in its protracted 
war with Iran, it began seeking closer ties 
with the West. In 1983, under strong U.S. 
pressure, the Iraqi government told Abu 
Nidal to pack his bags and leave. He subse¬ 
quently moved to Damascus, and it was 
from Syria that he launched most of his 
bloodiest operations in the mid-1980s. In 
fact, his headquarters was not far away from 
the U.S. embassy. 

By 1985, Abu Nidal had become too hot 
for even the Syrians to handle. Because of 
their increasing isolation from the rest of the 
international community, the Syrians were 
forced to take some public steps to indicate 
that they were reducing their support of 
international terrorism. Syrian President 
Hafez Assad personally told Abu Nidal that 
he and his Ijefidquarterj would have, to 
leavfe. Nevertheless, the Syrians indicated 
their interest in maintaining,a -direct, cpvert 
even pfrofidec^ 


Nidal’s bloodiest attacks occurred during a 
coordinated operation at airports in Rome • 
and Vienna, two days after, Christmas .in 
1985, in which Palestinian gunmen 
murdered 17 people and injured 115. Above^ 
shows Rome’s Leonardo da Vinci airport 
with victims of Palestinian grenades and 
machine-gun fire dead on the floor of the 
international terminal. Photo: AP/Wide 
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him with an official entree to the Khomeini 
regime in Iran. • j . 

It is believed that Abu Nidpl has made a , • 

number of trips to the Iranian capital in 
search of funding and support, but to date he $ 

reportedly has little to show for his efforts. ^ 
Instead, in the summer of 1985, he began l| 
relocating his headquarters .to Tripoli fw . 
Libya, along with his family and the fami-* 
lies of a number of senior people Jn his 
organization. The move reportedly was not 
without complications, and it took some 
time for his new headquarters to become • 
fully operational. Since moving to Tripoli, 
the Libyan government has provided Abu 
Nidal with forged passports, intelligence 
data, and training. According to a declassi¬ 
fied background cable sent from the secre¬ 
tary of state to all Near Eastern and South 
Asian U.S. diplomatic posts in early 1986, 

“There is a case where real Tunisian pass¬ 
ports turned up in [an] Abu Nidal-run opera¬ 
tion that were lifted by [the] Libyans.” 

His departure from Syria, far away from 
the battlefields of the Middle East, and the 
difficulties involved in establishing a new 
base of operations in Libya, have forced 
Abu Nidal to change his tactics. For the first 
time, his organization has established its 
own armed militia, called the Abu Nidal 
Militia, in the Palestinian refugee camps 
near Beirut and in South Lebanon. This 
armed militia took part in the most recent 
battles between rival Palestinian factions in 
and around Beirut. Promising young re¬ 
cruits are sent either to Libya or to a small 
base in the northern part of the Bekaa Valley 
for gjflvanted training, including instruction 
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strength to occupy this type of terrain effec¬ 
tively after dark, and ordered a withdrawal 
to the Yen. 

When his troops were once again in the 
paddies west of Cam Ne, the Viet Cong 
surfaced from the tunnel complex and reoc¬ 
cupied the tree line. Delta Company again 
drew fire from Cam Ne. This time the ex¬ 
hausted and frustrated Marines replied with 
24 105mm howitzer rounds fired by Delta 
Battery, 2nd Battalion, 12th Marines, lo¬ 
cated south of Hill 327, and his own battal¬ 
ion’s 81mm mortars. 

The Viet Cong fire ceased and the 
Marines boarded their amtracks. On their 
way down river to the Phong Le bridge, they 
once again came under fire from Cam Ne (1) 
and (5) on the river bank. The VC had 
returned. 

After Delta Company returned to the 
Phong Le bridge, Capt. West reported that 
the company had uncovered 267 punji traps, 
six Malayan whip booby traps, three gre¬ 
nade booby traps, six anti-personnel mines 
and one multiple booby-trapped hedgerow. 
They had demolished 51 huts and 38 tun¬ 
nels, trenches and prepared positions. This 
all occurred in only one quarter of the vil¬ 
lage complex. 

One of the platoon commanders, Second 
Lieutenant Ray G. Snyder, stated Cam Ne 


was an “extensively entrenched and forti¬ 
fied hamlet.” 

The battalion commander, Lieutenant 
Colonel Verle E. Ludwig, explained that 
“burning was the only way to ensure that 
the house would not become an active mili¬ 
tary installation after the troops had moved 
on past it.” 

Even Newsweek correspondent Francois 
Sully, during a conversation about Cam Ne 
with the 9th Marines S-2, Major Charles 
Ward, said ”... breaking up the group and 
leveling of the village structures were the 
only feasible actions short of a military 
assault.” 

Seven Viet Cong were reported killed, 
but proof was hard to come by. The VC 
habitually dragged off their dead, creating a 
great morale problem for American troops. 
We could see our casualties, but often could 
see little damage done to the enemy. 

Among the casualties of Cam Ne were 
four wounded villagers and a dead 10-year- 
old boy who had been caught in the crossfire 
of the Marines and Viet Cong during one 
exchange of gun fire. 

Eight days later, on 11 August, while on a 
sweep of Cam Ne (6), I was walking along a 
trail on the west side of the village. To my 
left — on a dike in the rice paddies — was a 
machine-gun team led by the weapon pla¬ 
toon leader, 2nd Lt. Richard Regan. Three 
shots rang out from the direction of Cam Ne 
(3) to our west, and Regan went down, shot 
through the head. Another shot from Cam 


Ne struck the machine-gun ammo bearer, 
Private First Class Gonzales, penetrating 
both calves and sending him into the muddy 
water. My squad dropped to the path and 
frantically scanned the distant tree line. 
Some of the squad fired toward a small 
structure in the distance that would be the 
most likely sniper position. 

Then the sniper made the mistake of mov¬ 
ing and I fired a burst from my automatic 
rifle, knocking him into the rice paddy. 
Lance Corporal Albert Ekstein fired a white 
phosphorous rifle grenade which burst over 
the Viet Cong’s body. This was one they 
wouldn’t drag off. Another Marine had died 
because of Cam Ne. 

We would sweep one village, only to 
receive fire from the next. When we moved 
there, we would be fired upon by the one we 
just left. 

Was the Cam Ne village visited by Mor- 
ley Safer a series of fortified hamlets as 
described by Delta Company? Two weeks 
later, I found out. After continually receiv¬ 
ing fire from Cam Ne (1), (2) and (5) be¬ 
tween the day of Delta Company’s sweep 
and 17 August, my battalion, commanded 
by Lt. Col. George R. Schamberg, received 
orders to again clear the hamlets. This time 
we would hit them with greater strength — 
four companies instead of one. Two would 
serve as a blocking force or “anvil,” and 
two would sweep, forming the “hammer.” 
The force was to once again prove insuffi¬ 
cient. A gap at the east end of the hamlet 
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★BODYGUARD★ 


'MEN AND WOMEN EVERYWHERE NOW HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO ENTER THE EXCITING AND PROFITABLE' 
FIELD OF THE PROFESSIONAL BODYGUARD. PRESENTED BY AMERICA'S PREMIER BODYGUARD ORGANIZATION, 
MARTIAL ARTS SECURITY SERVICE, INC. THE FOLLOWING 25 TAPES INCLUDE ALL REQUIREMENTS NEEDED TO 
BECOME A RECOGNIZED BODYGUARD. OFFICIAL DIPLOMAS AND CERTIFICATION AVAILABLE UPON 
COMPLETION. TAKE PRIDE IN YOUR ABILITIES AND BE REWARDED FINANCIALLY BY BECOMING A MEMBER OF 
THE WORLD’S FINEST BODYGUARD SCHOOL. WHETHER FULL OR PART TIME, A CAREER AS A PROFESSIONAL 
BODYGUARD IS WAITING FOR YOU. GET STARTED TODAY! 


1. Professional Bodyguard An Introduction 


An overview and insight into the profession of personal pro¬ 
tection by William S. Ungerman, President of Martial Arts 
Security Service Inc., the premier bodyguard formation in the 
world. THIS IS WHERE IT BEGINS. 

ORDER //GUARD 1.REG. $59.95.LIMITED OFFER $49.95 


11. Bodyguard Special Purpose 
Non-Lethal Weapons Vol. 1 


18. Bodyguard Ambush Countermeasures 
(Two Volume Set) Vol. II 


2. Bodyguarding And The Law 


Examines in-depth the critical area of the legal and moral 
responsibilities of the pro bodyguard including concealed 
weapon laws and deadly force use. CRITICAL INFORMATION. 
ORDER //GUARD 2.REG. $59.95.LIMITED OFFER $49.95 


This info-packed set covers chemical defense and electronic 
stun weapons as well as impact and control devices. You will 
receive instruction on the defensive flashlight, Yawara, 
Kubotan, Tear Gas, Taser, various batons, as well as the Ton- 
fa, Nunchaku, and other weapons. 

Vol. I • Chemical & Electronic Stun Weapons 

ORDER //GUARD 11.REG. $59.95.LIMITED OFFER $49.95 


Vol. II - Bodyguard driving skills; Client transfers in the KZ; In¬ 
dividual & team duties: Ambush suppression; Terrorist tac¬ 
tics in the urban ambush. 

ORDER //GUARD 18.REG. $59.95.LIMITED OFFER $49.95 


19. Bodyguarding - Beyond Techniques 


3. Terrorist Threat To Bodyguard Opera¬ 
tions 


12. Bodyguard Special Purpose 
Non-Lethal Weapons Vol. II 


Martial Arts Security Service, Inc. pro bodyguard Tom Muzila 
will take you “beyond technique" into mental and physical 
conditioning. This is the finest preparation and maintenance 
program available for both trainees and practitioners. 

ORDER //GUARD 19.REG. $59.95.UMITED OFFER $49.95 


A thorough examination of the terrorist phenomenon as it af¬ 
fects the professional bodyguard. Covers terrorist organiza¬ 
tion, capabilities, origination, and tactics. STUNNING 
MATERIAL. 

ORDER //GUARD 3.REG. $59.95.LIMITED OFFER $49.95 


Vol. II - Impact Striking, Restraint & Control Devices. 

ORDER //GUARD 12.REG. $59.95.LIMITED OFFER $49.95 


20. The Bomb Threat To 
Vehicles and Personnel 


13. Detention, Control 
And Search Techniques 


4. Bodyguard Combat Shotgun 


A dynamic tape on the employment of the fighting shotgun in 
bodyguard, police, and other combat roles. This video is full 
of hitherto unavailable “tips and tactics" and provides a 
complete training regimen for the bodyguard trainee. NOT 
FOR THE FAINT OF HEART! 

ORDER //GUARD 4.REG. $59.95.LIMITED OFFER $49.95 


Spectacular look at special techniques to control, search, and 
restrain. Also covers an examination of your legal right to de¬ 
tain, use force, search, cuff, etc. For Bodyguards, Police, 
Security. 

ORDER //GUARD 13.REG. $59.95.LIMITED OFFER $49.95 


The terrorist penchant for killing impersonally with bombs 
makes this tape mandatory. You'll learn how to deal effective¬ 
ly and premptorily with vehicle bombs and package ex¬ 
plosives. 

ORDER //GUARD 20.REG. $59.95.LIMITED OFFER $49.95 


21. Bodyguarding - 

Perspectives & Reflections 


5. Bodyguard Combat Pistol Craft 


14. Bodyguard Combatives 
and Self Defense 


Tips, tactics, and combat pointers for maximizing your poten¬ 
tial in a gunfight. Pro bodyguard instructors will take you 
through live fire exercises that will give you the edge in any 
deadly encounter. THIS TAPE WILL MAKE YOU A SURVIVOR! 
ORDER //GUARD 5.REG. $59.95.LIMITED OFFER $49.95 


Street-proven effective techniques used by the world’s finest 
pro bodyguards. Here is a complete look at refined military 
hand to hand and martial arts techniques specifically applied 
for the personal protection professional • you! 

ORDER //GUARD 14.REG. $59.95.LIMITED OFFER $49.95 


William S. Ungerman, President of the bodyguard formation 
regarded as the Excaliber of protective organizations, talks 
informally and informatively about his career in The Profes¬ 
sion. His insights, recommendations, and product reviews 
will go a long way towards understanding the career poten¬ 
tials offered by bodyguarding. 

ORDER //GUARD 21.REG. $59.95.LIMITED OFFER $49.95 


6. Bodyguard Firearm Weaponry Vol. I 


22. Bodyguard Weapons 
Care and Maintenance 


This two-tape set includes a special look at revolvers, pistols, 
assault rifles, and automatic weapons that are available to — 
and may oppose -the pro bodyguard. LOTS OF COMBAT AC¬ 
TION: INCREDIBLE WEAPON ARRAYS. 

Tape 1 • Handguns 

ORDER //GUARD 6.REG. $59.95.LIMITED OFFER $49.95 


15. Bodyguard Weapon Retention 
And Takeaway Techniques 


7. Bodyguard Firearm Weaponry Vol. II 


The secrets of the “Executive’s Own Secret Service" as they 
show you how to keep your own weapons while taklng-away 
the opposition’s and defending the principal. This is the or¬ 
chestrated violence of the protection profession in action. 
ORDER //GUARD 15.REG. $59.95.LIMITED OFFER $49.95 


Take care of your weapons and they’ll take care of you; 
neglect them and... This tape will instruct you in the proper 
techniques of care, cleaning and field maintenance of all 
classes of weapons from revolvers to machine guns. 

ORDER //GUARD 22.REG. $59.95.LIMITED OFFER $49.95 


TAPE 2 - Assault Rifles & Automatic Weapons 

ORDER //GUARD 7.REG. $59.95.LIMITED OFFER $49.95 


16. Women In Bodyguarding 


8. Bodyguard Survival 


Staying alive in the profession! A critical video in the series. 
This tape will reveal the essence of bodyguard tactics as well 
as cover psychological & philosophical aspects. IF YOU’RE 
SERIOUS ABOUT BODYGUARDING, DON’T MISS THIS ONE! 
ORDER //GUARD 8.REG. $59.95.LIMITED OFFER 49.95 


The “deadlier of the species” in an ever-expanding role in 
what was once an exclusive male domain. Find out how and 
why. 

ORDER //GUARD 16.REG. $59.95.!. LIMITED OFFER $49.95 


23. Bodyguard Trauma Management 

From gunshot and knife wounds to the Heimlich technique 
and CPR, this tape will take you through those emergency 
field first aid procedures that will save the client’s - or you - 
life. This is combat medical aid when you don’t have 
paramedics! 

ORDER //GUARD 23.REG. $59.95.LIMITED OFFER $49.95 


24. Bodyguard Operations 

You’ve gone through the training tapes in 1 


9. Client Protection Techniques Vol. I 


17. Bodyguard Ambush Countermeasures 
(Two Volume Set) Vol. I 


A rare insight into those special tactics and consummate 
skills the pro bodyguard employs in the defense of the client. 
These tapes will take you “live" on location for maximum im¬ 
pact and visual effect. Watch and learn from “The Bodyguard 
Elite.” Two volume set. 

Tape 1. Bodyguard Protective Formation; Establishing the 
Security Post; Working the Principal. 

ORDER //GUARD 9.REG. $59.95.LIMITED OFFER $49.95 


10. Client Protection Techniques Vol. II 


Tape 2. Route Recons; Site Surveys; Estate Security; The Safe 
House. 

ORDER //GUARD 10.REG. $59.95.LIMITED OFFER $49.95 


The dymamics of "client transfers in the kill zone", “combat 
from vehicles", target recognition and acquisition techni¬ 
ques, immediate threat assessment, the “Bootlegger" and 
“J” turns from high-speed vehicles, and the deadly drill 
against ambush, plus much more, is all here. THIS tape set is 
without peer, and absolutely the finest demonstration of 
close range combat, ambush extraction, and survival tactics 
ever seen. The terrorist ambush is "mass murder at point 
blank range." Survive it and win with this two-tape set. If it’s 
action you crave, this is sensory overload! 

Vol. I - The vehicle as a defensive shield; Target acquisition, 
recognition, and sequencing; Combat from Vehicles; Road 
block bustin’ and much more. 

ORDER //GUARD 17.REG. $59.95.LIMITED OFFER $49.95 


You’ve gone through the training tapes in the Bodyguard 
Academy series. Now it’s time to take your skills out on the 
street as you “go tactical" with the Bodyguard Elite pro 
bodyguard team. You will pick up the principal at the airport 
and then conduct a full bodyguard operation, applying the 
skills you’ve learned in this tape series. Beautiful Clients. 
Blazing gunfights. Karate battles. This program is the payoff! 
ORDER //GUARD 24.REG. $59.95.LIMITED OFFER $49.95 


25. Bodyguard Final Exam Review 
And Test Preparation 

This tape will take you through a complete , detailed survey of 
the Body guard Academy curriculum with a particular focus 
on the examination for credential. Upon completion of this 
video review, and in conjunction with the Instructional tapes 
in the Academy series, this video will prepare you to take Mar¬ 
tial Arts Security Service, Inc’s Bodyguard final exam. 

ORDER //GUARD 25.REG. $59.95.UMITED OFFER $49.95 
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Features: 4 large outside and 2 inside pockets, stand collar, km tiled cuffs, full length 
zip, and the original hallmark- the 'cod-piece’, plus buttoned epaulets and much 
t more. Each comes with Ministry Pattern label and Seal of Authenticity. Made in 


England. Sizes S,M,L,XL. DEN 59 $189.95 Limited Supply. HURR/! 

SURVIVAL Send $3.00 foi 
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Wriststrap. Liquid-filled, precision 
compass protected in sturdy non- . 
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would be the enemy’s salvation. 

After moving all night, we were on line 
and prepared to move by the first signs of 
daylight on Wednesday morning, 18 Au¬ 
gust 1965. Before we got the orders to 
move, helicopters equipped with loud¬ 
speakers flew repeatedly over the village 
with a Vietnamese soldier ordering the vil¬ 
lages to leave the hamlet. This was followed 
by leaflet drops urging the Viet Cong to 
surrender. 

After a trickle of villagers exited Cam 
Ne, we entered. We had evidently entered 
from a different direction than that of the 
original sweep, as I found almost no huts 
damaged. What I did find was a complex 
system of tunnels, spider holes, punji pits 
and trenches. Each house hid bunkers and 
tunnel entrances. Mines and booby traps 
filled the village and everywhere we looked 
we found evidence of VC. At one fence 
line, two Marines were wounded when a 
mine exploded that had been booby-trapped 
to the fence. 

We could tell by the cooking fires and 
items left scattered around that the enemy 
had withdrawn hastily. The silence and the 
smoke from the charcoal cooking fires that 
drifted through the trees added to the eerie 
feeling that we were walking into a trap. 
Even the village’s animals—pigs, chickens 
and water buffaloes — were left behind and 
roamed about freely. The Viet Cong had 
faded away. But to where? 

It took all day to sweep through the ham¬ 
let. The heat was unbearable, and the move¬ 
ment slow. Each gate and tree line we came 
to held trip wires and booby traps. Every 
path was lined with foot traps filled with 
poisoned steel spikes. By the time we 
reached the eastern edge of the village, we 
were exhausted. 

No sooner had we formed a perimeter on 
the outskirts of the village, occupying a VC 
trench, than it started. A shot rang out from 
across the paddies. A young blond Marine 
30 meters to my left jerked over backwards, 
shot in the chest by a sniper. Immediately, 
more shots followed and within minutes we 
were in a firefight with what turned out to be 
a reinforced company of hardcore Viet 
Cong that had taken up positions across the 
paddies at Cam Ne (1). 

During the firefight that followed, one of 
our machine gunners, a black corporal, was 
shot through the lungs and killed instantly. 
Forty meters to my left, PFC George Ren- 
ninger saw the sniper that killed the corporal 
hiding behind a bush in the rice paddy only 
200 meters away. He rested his M14 in the 
crook of a tree and took up the slack of the 
trigger. The Viet Cong somersaulted into 
the air and fell into the paddy. More muzzle 
flashes came from a small temple 400 
meters away, and I opened fire on it, pep¬ 
pering the walls and windows with angry 
7.62mm hornets. We were now encounter¬ 
ing what Delta Company had been up 
against. Viet Cong fire grew in intensity. 
Bullets impacted around us, kicking up 
small bursts of dust and chopping branches 
from the trees over our heads. 
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The captain ordered our FO to call for fire 
support. The artillery observer studied his 
map and decided he could best direct the fire 
from a small point of land that jutted out into 
the paddies to our front. Signalling his 
radioman, he moved out. 

No one knows exactly what happened 
next. Even though the first four rounds im¬ 
pacted on target in the trees occupied by the 
VC, the next four exploded around the FO 
— one being an air burst over his head. He 
and his radio operator were knocked out — 
and with them, the only radio on the artillery 
frequency. 

The barrage then walked down the trench 
we had occupied. One round impacted near 
one of our fire team leaders — a Corporal 
Oiler— and almost severed his arm, blowing 
him through a fence into the rice paddy. The 
last round impacted eight meters from my 
position, showering me with sand and dirt. 

When the barrage ceased, we crawled 
from the trench only to be met once more by 
a high volume of fire from the stubborn guer¬ 
rillas. Our return fire coupled with several 
106mm recoilless rifle rounds discouraged 
any further action on the part of the VC. 

By the time the operation had ended, the 
battalion had pulled 37 Viet Cong suspects 
out of the tunnels, destroyed more than 50 
bunkers and spider holes, and retrieved 
documents, rice caches and ammunition. 

The next morning we left Cam Ne. But 
Cam Ne had not seen the last of the Marines. 
On 17 March 1966, the 3rd Battalion, 3rd 
Marines under Lt. Col. Joshua W. Dorsey 


III, would sweep the Cam Ne complex 
again. This time the Marines would kill two 
Viet Cong — at least two who had not been 
dragged off by their comrades — capture 13 
suspects, a Viet Cong nurse, two ARVN 
deserters, and confiscate over a ton of hidden 
rice. Across the paddies to the southeast, at 
Duong Son (2), the 2nd Battalion, 9th 
Marines would kill five more VC and cap¬ 
ture many enemy documents. 

Did the Marines overreact to the threat at 
Cam Ne as was the impression left in the 
minds of the American people? Morley Saf¬ 
er did not report the events that led up to the 
sweep by 1st Battalion. He did not mention 
their strike that was called in on the village 
by the Recon Marines, nor did he show any 
of the killing devices left for the Marines by 
the VC or elaborate on the Viet Cong tactic 
of using the civilian populace as a shield. 

Perhaps he didn’t know. Perhaps he 
didn’t ask. Perhaps he did not want to con¬ 
fuse his televised presentation with the 
facts. In any case, what the American public 
saw in their living rooms 8,000 miles away 
would be what the media wanted them to see 
— and think. 

Cam Ne was only the beginning. The 
next eight years would see a proliferation of 
one-sided, irresponsible reporting by the 
American press. Those of us in the field, 
American men and women doing what we 
were sent to do, never asked for pro- 
American propaganda. We only asked for 
fair, truthful and unbiased reporting. When 
a story is told, it should be the whole story. 


Today’s news becomes tomorrow’s history. 

Cam Ne. To those of us who were there, 
it was a well-fortified haven for the enemy. 
For those who saw two minutes of film on 
their television sets on Walter Cronkite’s 
CBS Evening News, it was the scene of an 
overbearing American Marine casually and 
sadistically destroying a peasant’s home. It 
was two minutes of what the American 
news media wanted to portray the war in 
Vietnam to be. 

It was two minutes at Cam Ne. ^ 


GUAT FIREPOWER 

Continued from page 51 

no attempt was made to hide our presence. 
Our company-size patrol was broken into 
two groups, one deploying in the bulrushes 
along the river and the other moving about 
200 meters inland to provide rear security. I 
stayed with the ambush element and im¬ 
mediately noticed that our position had pre¬ 
viously been trampled down and was lit¬ 
tered with rusty C-ration cans. Obviously 
this site had been used by the army many 
times before. The Gs were bound to know 
its location and were unlikely to cross right 
in front of it, especially in broad daylight. 

Our position wasn’t a good one. We had 
no cover, and it was difficult to see the river 
for the foliage to our front. This really didn’t 
matter much as most of the troops just made 
themselves comfortable and went to sleep. 


GREENE 


MILITARY DISTRIBUTORS 

Finest Quality & Lowest Prices Available in Military & Hunting Apparel & Accessories 


GENUINE GOV’T. ISSUE 
M-65 FIELD JACKET 



Please do not mistake this for a 
similar ad—WE are the ORIGINAL! 

The very latest U.S. Army issue all-weather field 
jacket made of 50% nylon/50% cotton with water 
repellency is fully lined and is manufactured 
under strict quality standards by a prime govern¬ 
ment contractor in the United States. Excellent 
for hunting, work or leisure. 

SIZES: XS,S,M,I_ XL *44.95 

{Olive Drab [O.D.] *46.95) Longs in M and L in 
Woodland Camo & 0,D. only, add *5.00. XXL add 
*6.00: XXXL add *10.00. For proper fit specify 
chest measurement Available In current gov’t 
cokw: Wtoodland Camouflage. Olive Drab or Tiger 
Stripe Camouflage, SWAT Black, Police Navy, 
Winter White, Khaki, Day Desert Camouflage, 

M>65 Cold Weather Liner 

(button-in) in Olive Drab or Black *16.95 

Boy's Jacket (identical to adults) 

in Woodland Camouflage only. 

Sizes 4-6,8-10,12-14,16-18 *38.95 


Pullover 

Parka 



N2-B Extreme Cold 
Weather 
Flight 
Jacket 


Available in 50/50 nylon/cotton Wood¬ 
land Camo and 50/50 poly/cotton O.D./ 
Navy/Winter White/Khaki/Black and 
Day Desert S, M. L, XL *29.95 

G.l. Jungle Fatigues (o.d.) 

Slant pocket 100% cotton/poplin *26.95 

Insulated Coveralfscamo, 

green woodland, S, M, L, XL *39.95 
XXL, XXXL *44,95 

Trebark* *49.95 

Commando Sweater 

Made in England, 100% virgin wool, 
Crew Neck: Olive Drab (O.D.), Black, 
Woodland Camo. V-neck w/eps: Black 
and USAF Blue. Sizes 34-46 *42.95 

Sizes 48 & up add *4.00 

Gov’t. 5-Button Sweater 

Army Brown, 100% wool *24-95 
Black acrylic *22.95 

Combat Boots New Gov’t Issue, 
water resistant spoed-lacing *39.95 



Heavy weight Gen. Gov't Issue. 
Designed for temperatures of -10° to 
32USAF Sage. S, M, L, XL *84.95 

Gov’t N3-B Snorkel Parka 

Heavyweight full-cut mid-thigh length. US*F 
Sage. Wafer repellent S, M, t XL *99.95 

ECW Parka (made by prime Gov’t 
contractor) made of three layers of TASLITE* 
GOR-TEX® febric construction. Comfortable 
from 65° to-40°F. S.M.UXL *189.95 

MA-1 Reversible Flight 

Jacket Intermediate weight Gov’t 
Issue. USAF Sage Green. Black & Navy 
Blue. S, Ni, L, XL *44.95 

NEW Air Force Issue 
Leather Flight Jacket 

Sizes 38 to 46 *199.95 

Sizes 48 & up add 10% 

Acrylic Trimmed M-65 Hood 


Mail proper amount plus $3.95 (double for Canada) 

(TN residents add 7% sales tax) for shipping and handling to: 

GREENE MILITARY DISTRIBUTORS, INC. 

7215 Kingston Pike, Dept. SF, Knoxville, Tennessee 37919 

S ORDER TOLL FREE 1-800-521-7977 — 

in TN (615) 588-5945 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back WtKKM 


s 

Tiger Stripe C 

100% Cot Rip 5 



Gen. 

Gov't 

Issue. 

Wool 

lined, 

O.D. 

*17.95 

Fur Trim 

*19.95 


Battle Dress Uniform (Fatigues) 

Brand New • Latest Issue • First Quality 

BDU 

Pants feature: Double fabric ' t 
seat and knees; 6 pockets (2 
slash front pockets, 2 rear / n\ 
pockets with button flaps, 

2 large bellows pockets on ' 
thighs); adjustable waist tab; > ) 
button fly; drawstring cuffs. \ [ 

Shirts feature: 

Double fabric elbows; 

4 pockets (bellows style) 

Woodland Camouflage 

(1) 50/50 NyCo Pants or Shirt *27.95 ea. 

(2) 100% Cotton Rip Stop *28.95 ea. 

Day Desert Camouflage 
50/50 Nylon Cotton *28.95 ea. 

OHve Drab (OD) Green 
100% Cotton Rip Stop *28.95 ea. 

S.W.A.T. Black 

[1) 100% Cotton Rip Stop *29.95 ea 

[2) 50/50 Poly/Cotton *29.95 ea. 

Camouflage 
Stop *29.95 ea. 

Khaki 

100% Cotton Rip Stop *29.95 ea. 

Solid White 

100% Cotton Rip Stop *29.95 ea. 

Solid Grey 

100% Cotton Rip Stop *29.95 ea. 

Urban Camouflage 
50/50 Poly/Cotton *29.95 ea. 

Subdued Urban Camouflage 
(no white) 

50/50 Poly/Cotlon *29.95 ea. 

Authentic Trebark® Camouflage 
Pants or Shirt *29.95 ea. 

Sizes: XS, S, M, L, XL (regular and long lengths) 
XXL add *4.00 XXXL add *6.00 

Gen. G.l. 

Weather (6'6") 



Bags New-Intermediate Cold 
*7&95 Extreme cold *199.95 


86 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


DECEMBER 88 














It was obvious that this was a rest period and 
no one was very interested in ambushing the 
enemy. Later, when I questioned the patrol 
commander (a captain who located himself 
with the rear security element) about the 
conduct of the operation, he just smiled and 
shrugged. The ambush was lifted hours bb- 
fore dark and the patrol spent the night in the 
rear security position. No attempt was made 
to conduct a night operation. Second Battal¬ 
ion never attempted night operations while I 
was with them. When questioned about 
this, officers explained that command and 
control were too difficult at night. Really 
gentlemen? It seems to me that the Gs do it 
all the time. 

My tour of duty with 2nd Battalion lasted 
about a week. On the UH-1 ride back to 
Playa Grande, I had some time to draw a 
few conclusions about the situation in 
Guatemala. While disappointed by the lack 
of night operations and the generally slow 
approach to the mission, I had to admire 
their aggressiveness under fire, the profes¬ 
sionalism of their junior officers and the 
outstanding morale of the troops. Guatema¬ 
la demonstrates that if a government is se¬ 
rious about winning a guerrilla war, it can. 
The method is no secret: Concentration of 
forces against armed guerrilla bands, 
aggressive combat action by a well-trained 
military, a carrot-and-stick approach to gain 
popular support, and tight population con¬ 
trol to separate the people from the guerril¬ 
las. In Guatemala’s case, its efforts were 
enhanced by a relatively benevolent and 


dedicated military dictatorship under Rios 
Montt that incorporated needed methods 
into a national plan and stuck to the plan 
over the long haul — something democra¬ 
cies, by their very nature, find difficult to 
do. I am not trying to laud the benefits of a 
dictatorship over a democracy in this 
appraisal. I would fight to the death if any¬ 
one threatened the democracy of the United 
States. Most dictatorships are self-centered 
and corrupt and cause many more problems 
than they solve. But in the rare circumstance 
that the man in power is an enlightened 
despot, there is no more efficient govern¬ 
ment on earth. 

The bottom line is, Guatemala is now a 
democracy and has all the internal political 
diversity and turmoil that is endemic to a 
representative state. Its future looks bright. 
Its excellent anti-insurgent program has 
made it far more secure from a communist 
guerrilla takeover than most other countries 
in this volatile region. Guatemala has even 
begun a staff course, open to all non¬ 
communist nations, that teaches others to 
duplicate its success. Nations worldwide, 
including the United States, can learn valu¬ 
able lessons from what has been done here. 
Those who choose to ignore these lessons 
do so at their own risk. ^ 

^/INFORMATION 
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rule. No mention of disappointing Soviet 


and Cuban hopes of establishing a perma¬ 
nent beachhead in Central America. And 
one couldn’t possibly guess that in a January 
1987 poll of citizens of Nicaragua’s closest 
neighbors — Costa Rica, El Salvador, Hon¬ 
duras, and Guatemala — conducted by a 
Gallup affiliate, from 70-77 percent of those 
asked “Will it be better for our own country 
if the Sandinista government forces win, or 
if the contra opposition forces win?” sup¬ 
ported the contras. 

Another driving force at CDI, and 
another distinction from the views of Lind 
and Luttwak, is that while these men and 
other monitoring organizations such as the 
CSIS, Heritage Foundation, and Brookings 
Institution seek to determine how the mili¬ 
tary can get the most bang for its buck, CDI 
advocates less bang for fewer bucks. Thus, 
while others would consider U.S. military 
needs strictly in terms of the degree of the 
Soviet threat, CDI insists on balancing them 
against the need for social programs. When 
La Rocque says, “When we were rich we 
could be the world’s policeman, but now we 
have to squeeze the budget,” he’s not chal¬ 
lenging the irrefutable evidence that Amer¬ 
ica’s gross national product is far higher 
than it’s ever been, he’s saying other con¬ 
siderations have become more important 
than defense. In a 1984 Defense Monitor , 
Marian Wright Edelman of the Children’s 
Defense Fund, a large, Washington-based 
advocacy group which works to enlarge the 
welfare state on behalf of children, is quoted 
approvingly as saying: 
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We plan to build about 243 MX missiles 
at about $100,000,000 each. For each 
missile we cancel , we could eliminate 
poverty for a year in 92,000 families 
headed by females. If we cancelled the 
whole program , we could eliminate 
poverty for all children in the U.S. twice 
over and have enough left to send all 
female heads of low-income families to 
college for a year! 

But for 50 MXs, Edelman got her wish, 
yet somehow scrapping the MXs did little to 
alleviate poverty and educate women. 
Another Defense Monitor concentrated on 
U.S. military expenditures in defense of 
Japan and urged how those same funds 
could be used to make American industry 
more competitive with that nation’s trade 
industry. Brian McCartan, an economist at 
CDI, told one reporter, “Picture one society 
that spends its time putting up walls and 
sharpening its spears, and another society that 
spends its time inventing wheels and things. In 
the long run, the second society will do much 
better.” Unless, of course, it’s wiped off the 
face of the earth by nuclear weapons. 

There is truth in CDI’s message. A socie¬ 
ty that cripples its economy and allows 
gross domestic discontent will also hinder 
its military capabilities. On the other hand, 
though, the Soviets have been getting away 
with it for the better part of a century. The 
point is, a strong economy and a contented 
population can allow for a mighty military. 
But by no means do they guarantee it, espe¬ 


cially when the latter comes at the expense 
of the former. Such, as Jean-Francois Revel 
might put it, is how democracies perish. 

Whatever the motivations of Admiral La 
Rocque and his crew — be it a desire for 
peace so strong as to let them continually 
give the Soviets the benefit of the doubt, just 
as France and England did Hitler before 
World War II, be it a desire for increased 
social programs which they know conflict 
with higher defense spending, or be it some¬ 
thing darker — CDI’s continual condemna¬ 
tion of America’s most important weapons 
systems and one-sided criticism of the Unit¬ 
ed States, casts great doubt on its claim that 
it advocates having a strong defense for our 
nation. Whether or not CDI is a Soviet front 
in the definite sense of the word, one is left 
asking, in columnist Joseph Sobran’s 
words, “How would they act differently if 
they were?” 

We might do well to hearken to the words 
of the almost 6,000 admirals who signed 
full-page advertisements in the Washington 
Times condemning CDI, and the words of 
one who didn’t. “I believe that if La 
Rocque’s ideas prevail,” Admiral Zumwalt 
told the Navy Times , “my children will not 
live out their lives in freedom.” 
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subsidized by Pretoria, since he also main¬ 


tains a house in South Africa and is a regular 
visitor to that country. 

Through the Third World’s tropical lux¬ 
uriance and occasional tranquility, the glint 
of bayonets may often be seen. That is cer¬ 
tainly true of the Comoros Archipelago. 

We found Moroni, capital of the three 
independent islands of Grand Comoro, An- 
jouan and Moheli (unlike Mayotte, the 
French island) to be far from anyone’s idea 
of a tropical paradise. They were poor, dirty 
and expensive; a beer cost several dollars 
and a nip of whisky twice that. This was 
partly due to the prevailing Islamic law. 
Drink is far beyond the reach of the average 
believer, and infidels don’t really count. 

Moroni reminded me in many ways of the 
Zanzibar which I had visited in the late ’60s. 
The people have the same Afro-Shirazi 
background; many of their forefathers came 
from either Africa or the Gulf States. They 
wear the same clothes, eat the same kind of 
food and preserve the same ancient customs. 

You don’t speak to a strange woman if 
she is married, and it is only during this 
century that they put a stop to amputation of 
the right hand of thieves. 

In the local market of the capital you find 
a mixture of almost all the cultures of the 
Indian Ocean and farther afield: African, 
Arab, Malay, Malagasy, mulatto and white. 
Even the language is a compound of Swahi¬ 
li, French, African and Arab, and only the 
locals can understand it. Very few natives 
even suspect that there might be another 
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language, such as English, far less under¬ 
stand it. 

The buildings in Moroni are a blend of 
’50s French Colonial and Omani 19th cen¬ 
tury. The Arabs used to call the Comoros 
Jazair el Kamar — the Mountains of the 
Moon — and indeed the volcanic craters of 
all four islands present a lunar appearance. 

The Comoros are part of a series of mari¬ 
time volcanoes; the Comoro Ridge, which 
comprises a huge submarine range stretch¬ 
ing the length of the Indian Ocean, pokes a 
head out of the water at irregular intervals. 
These low volcanoes are occasionally active, 
being part of the same chain that includes La 
Reunion — more than 1,000 kilometers to 
the southeast — which erupted in 1985. 

French-speaking Mayotte is very diffe¬ 
rent. Beautiful Mayotte — spectacular 
French Mayotte — is an atoll that most 
resembles the Tahiti of 30 years ago, or 
Martinique before the age of jet travel. 

Tourists are welcome, but it is so far off 
the beaten sybaritic track that there isn’t 
even a hotel fit for them. 

The hotel that we stayed in at Dzoudzi, the 
capital of Mayotte, is also a brothel for French 
Foreign Legionnaires relaxing off duty. 

Security on the islands (for Paris always 
takes this matter seriously) is in the hands of 
a substantial body of the French Foreign 
Legion, le Detachement de la Legion 
Etrangere de Mayotte . Their numbers are 
secret but their duties take them all over the 
French possessions in this comer of the Indian 
Ocean, including such outlying islands as Juan 
de Nova, near Madagascar, and the notorious 
Bassas da India atoll which has wrecked 
hundreds of ships over the centuries. 

Recently there have been several very 
elaborate treasure seeking expeditions at 
Bassa, operating mostly from Durban. At 
least a dozen rich Portuguese, French, Brit¬ 
ish and Dutch galleons and other sailing 
craft are known to have come to grief on a 
shallow Bassas atoll, the tip of which is 
visible as a series of coral breaks only at low 
tide. There have been shipwrecks on these 
reefs as recently as a few years ago. The 
currents are treacherous. In times past these 
treacherous channels and outlying islands 
have been home to pirates. 

The work carried out by the Legionnaires 
in conjunction with the French navy is not 
very demanding. In fact, with some of the 
best scuba diving in any ocean and almost 
entirely unspoiled by tourists, it is a plum 
posting. It is no secret that Mayotte is re¬ 
served for those members of the French 
Foreign Legion who have won their spurs 
and are perhaps past week-long trudges in 
the Djibouti desert or nocturnal jumps into 
Shaba Province in Zaire. 

We found a surprising number of French¬ 
men in their ranks; many of the older hands, 
though, were German. Naturally they are a 
mixed bunch. There are few who have not 
seen active service, and almost all the old 
sweats had been wounded at least once. 

Yet here too, in remote Mayotte, they are 
swathed in the kind of mystique of which 
legends are made. None of these men made 


any secret of the fact that he had been given 
a new name, a new identity, for his service 
with the Legion. 

Whether this job is soft or not, they are 
still a tough force and they take no nonsense 
from anybody. Discipline is as strict as 
ever, and despite (or because of) the delight¬ 
ful conditions, few of these soldiers put a 
foot wrong. If they did they would soon find 
themselves back in Corsica. 

Mayotte itself is a pleasant enough place 
for a few days, but after that it becomes 
stifling. There is the ferry, which sets the 
tone and the time, but little else. The diving, 
of course, is beyond imagination. Then 
there is politics. Wherever two Frenchmen 
are gathered together on an island, there are 
automatically two political parties. 

Much of the discussion these days is 
about whether France shall continue to rule 
over the islanders. 

For their part, the people of Mayotte are 
determined to have no truck with indepen¬ 
dent Grand Comoro, pointing with disdain 
to the mercenaries and the succession of 
coups. Recently, however. President 
Ahmed Abdallah has made several territo¬ 
rial claims on Mayotte, much as the inde¬ 
pendence movements are active in New 
Caledonia in the Pacific. His demands for 
the assimilation of Mayotte have been sup¬ 
ported by the majority of Third World coun¬ 
tries in the United Nations. 

Thus there is little love lost between the 
two sides, although it is still possible to fly 
between Grand Comoro and Mayotte or any 
of the other islands in the archipelago. 

Although the age of egalitarianism has 
perceptibly arrived, we found little of the 
tension on Mayotte that we found on Grand 
Comoro. Under French rule there have been 
none of the revolutions, or even attempted 
coups, which are endemic all over Africa 
these days. 

For those thinking of visiting the islands, 
it is easy to get a French visa for Mayotte. 
No visas are necessary for Grand Comoro; 
they are issued on arrival. Flights are direct 
to Moroni via Johannesburg (once a week) 
or to Mayotte via La Reunion, another 
French possession in the Indian Ocean, also 
served regularly from Johannesburg or from 
Paris directly. 

All four islands valent le detour. They 
still have something now found nowhere 
else on this earth. 

If you do go — take your diving gear! ^ 


COMBAT 

WEAPONCRAFT 

Continued from page 29 

man steps away from the wall and 
kicks the door open. (For alternative 
methods of entry see “Combat 
Weaponcraft,” August ’87.) The hinge - 
side man runs into the room, crossing 
the doorway to the opposite side of the 
room. This man covers the room from 
the wall behind him to just past the 
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centerline of the wall in front of him. 

As soon as the hinge-side man clears 
the doorway the knob-side man fol¬ 
lows, covering the opposite side of the 
room. Both men should be inside far 
enough so as not to be backlit (silhouet¬ 
ted) by the doorway. Both areas of re¬ 
sponsibility overlap at the center, so the 
room is completely covered. If a single 
two-man team is clearing several 
rooms, it will continue on, using the 
same entry tactics at each room. 

The three-man entry begins with 
one man on either side of the door, 
plus the door kicker. When ready, the 
kicker forces the door open. The 
hinge-side man makes entry first, cros¬ 
sing to the opposite side of the room. 
The knob-side man enters second, 
crossing behind the first man. The kick¬ 
er enters last, to cover the center of the 
room while the men on either side of 
him cover their respective sides of it. 
Again, the areas of responsibility over¬ 
lap, so the entire room is covered. 

The team entry is used when several 
men enter at the same point but must 
move on to cover multiple areas. An 
example would be the serving of a 
search warrant where entry is made 
through the front door, but several 
rooms need to be covered quickly to 
prevent the destruction of evidence. In 
a team entry each member must have 
a thorough understanding of the lay¬ 
out of the house and know exactly 
which room each will cover. The num¬ 
ber of men used will be determined by 
the number of rooms to be covered 
and by considerations such as how 
many men will be needed to secure 
prisoners or escort hostages out. 

While each Crisis Entry will be dif¬ 
ferent, a team that uses proper plan¬ 
ning and tactics, making an aggres¬ 
sive, quickly executed entry, will save 
lives and complete its mission success- 
fully. * 


I WAS THERE 

Continued from page 24 

SouderTs head. Souden is returning 
fire, but his aim isn’t good, and he’s 
drenching the knees of the guy next to 
his target This aroma, combined with 
the killer farts from Gibbs, quickly 
attacks the whole planeload of people. 

I see movement at the other end of 
the cabin as Lopez unloads remains of 
his breakfast on other trapped victims. 
Soon we have an epidemic on our 
hands. Correction. The epidemic is all 
over us. Even the strongest among us 
are barfing on guys across the aisle. 
The Air Force crew chief stands quietly 
in one comer with tears running down 
his cheeks. This same crew chief in¬ 
spected our boots for mud as we en¬ 
tered his spotless airplane. 
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High Tech Hydraulic 
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Forearm Machine. 


The patented 
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Suddenly, I hear a loud shout and 
see the jumpmaster hold up his hand 
for the “Get ready!” command, I stag¬ 
ger to my feet and attach my static line 
to the anchor line cable above my 
head. In jump school they taught us a 
carefully organized series of com¬ 
mands that, if followed, would almost 
guarantee a safe, orderly exit from an 
aircraft in flight. In practice, things 
didn’t often work that way. First, after 
we stand up, it is such a mob scene that 
most of us can’t even see the jump- 
master, let alone hear him over engine 
noise and yelling. The best you can 
usually do is to make sure that your 
static line is properly hooked up, and 
that the guy in front of you hasn’t 
fouled his static line. 

Everything looks in order to me 
when Souden, who is in front of me, 
slumps back into his seat I lean over 
and yell at him to get up, since we are 
about to jump. He yells back that he is 
too sick to move and asks me to un¬ 
hook his static line. As we argue, I look 
up and see that troops are starting to 
leave the aircraft. I also realize that 
there is no way around the immobile 
Souden, because his line is hooked up 
ahead of mine on the cable. 

I grab him and stand him up as the 
last jumper exits the plane. I manage to 
stagger to cabin’s rear, pushing him 
and lifting on his main parachute pack. 
He hadn’t quite emptied his stomach 
earlier and manages to leave his mark 
on every seat as we pass. We reach the 
door, and J release him and allow him 
to take a proper exit stance. I reach to 
push him, but he suddenly leaps out. 
As I jump, I notice a red warning light 
beside the door which means don’t 
jump, and I hear myself saying “Oh 
shit,” instead of “One thousand, two 
thousand. ” I hit a blast of wind, and it is 
like a giant has grabbed me and 
thrown me through the sky. Then my 
chute opens, and I welcome silence 
and the fresh air that fills my lungs. 

Souden is only about 50 feet from 
me, and I call to him. He gives me a 
little wave, and I am glad to see that he 
hasn’t puked himself to death. I look 
down and see that we have missed the 
drop zone and will land in some scrub 
oak trees. I also notice that we are 
moving sideways as well as down. 

Wind! I had forgotten how windy it 
was. I start to untie my equipment and 
unhook one side of my reserve para¬ 
chute, so I can rid myself of my gear as 
soon as I hit ground. Death by drag¬ 
ging is a very real possibility. I yell at 
Souden to do the same, but he just 
hangs in his harness as we near ground 
zero. 

I prepare to land and notice that the 
ground is moving rapidly sideways in¬ 
stead of coming up to meet me as 
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usual. I hit earth in an explosion of 
sand and tree limbs and quickly roll to 
my feet and attempt to collapse my 
canopy. I am instantly jerked face first 
into sand and begin to drag through 
rocks and brush. I try the same man¬ 
euver twice with the same results and 
decide it’s no use and elect to try to get 
out of my harness while I drag. As I 
plow through brush fumbling with 
tangled webbing, a tree branch snags 
my canopy, and I stop moving. There 
really is a God. 

I untangle myself and stand up. 
Looking back across the drop zone, I 
can see perhaps 50 T-10 canopies 
drifting across the sand with troopers 
still attached. Their cries for help reach 
me as I set out to find Souden. 

I find him in a gully where his chute 
has dragged him. His eyes are closed, 
and he is very still. Blood seems to be 
all over. As I kneel to help him, the 
stench of spaghetti vomit attacks me 
again. It isn’t blood; it is partially 
digested Army issue spaghetti. 

As I speak, his eyes flutter open, and 
he looks at clouds over my shoulder 
and whispers, “My back is hurt.” I 
carefully remove his harness and try to 
make him comfortable. I ask him if he 
can move his toes, and he shakes his 
head “Hold on,” I tell him. “I’ll get help.” 

It seemed like I ran for hours through 
deep sand before locating a medic 
jeep. We return to the spot where 
Souden is laying, and the medics soon 
have him loaded aboard a stretcher 
and into a jeep. 

When I stumble into our company’s 
assembly area, I’m greeted by the sight 
of bruised and ragged troops. Our 
training exercise is cancelled, and it 
appears that my friend Souden is a 
casualty. Bad news too — we have to 
walk back to our barracks. 

As we trudge home, I think of all the 
good times Souden and I have shared. 
The girls of Danville, trips to Fayette¬ 
ville, pizzas shared. I wonder if they can 
fix a broken back these days. I feel tears 
as l think of my broken friend. 

We march slowly into our company 
area and are dismissed. Souden’s 
equipment is sitting on his foot locker, 
and I’m happy to see that the medics 
have taken care of everything. 

Bates and I agree to skip chow and 
grab a couple of beers and a burger at 
the E.M. club before we go to visit 
Souden at the hospital. 

We enter the noisy club, and a loud, 
drunken voice greets us. A shout 
comes from a low life, scum-sucking, 
motherloving bastard that I have just 
decided to kill. Souden! 

“Sit down guys,” he says, “and I’ll 
tell you a jump story.” He was still 
laughing when I poured his beer over 
his head. ^ 


FULL AUTO 

Continued from page 16 

Browning Automatic Rifle’s (BAR) tac¬ 
tical potential. Recoil operation is a 
mixed bag in squad automatics. Barrel 
changing is simplified and powder 
fouling is reduced, but there is no reg¬ 
ulator, and the system must constantly 
operate at maximum energy levels. A 
tripod was also available, but quite 
useless as the barrel was too light to 
permit sustained fire, and the maga¬ 
zine capacity was too limited. 

Finally, buried beneath a stack of 
Mauser rifles, I uncovered a Thomp¬ 
son Model 1921 submachine gun (se¬ 
rial No. 10964) inscribed “POL1CIA 
DE EL SALVADOR” above and be¬ 
low the model and serial number 
markings on the left side of the upper 
receiver. Sadly, it was a rusted hulk 
that appeared to have been stored at 
the bottom of the Rio Lempa. 

There was nothing more of interest 
other than several Belgian High Power 
pistols with the Salvadoran crest, 
which I found sharing a shelf with an 
assortment of corroded cavalry sabers 
and muzzle-loading percussion mus¬ 
kets of undetermined origin. 

And there you have it. In this very 
small room were weapons produced 
by the United States, Great Britain, 
France, Spain, Belgium, Italy, 
Czechoslovakia and Switzerland — 
the great arms merchants of the lat^ 
19th and early 20th centuries. If they 
could but speak, what stories these 
guns could tell of the intrigues involved 
in their acquisition and the battles they 
had fought. But they remain silent and 
will, ironically, linger on long after 
those who designed, produced, sold, 
purchased and fought with them have 
turned to dust. ^ 


DRAGON 

Continued from page 18 

American rations for the Sharp Swords 
at Unsan, thought the American ra¬ 
tions contained too much meat and 
not enough vegetables. Lao con¬ 
cluded: “Americans eat the strangest 
things.” 

A certain amount of scuffling took 
place when Chinese units overran U.S. 
positions. The food was strange, but 
food was food. Wrist watches, .45 pis¬ 
tols and Ml Garands were primo boo¬ 
ty. Chinese grunts dismissed .30 Ml 
Carbines as nearly worthless since they 
didn’t have any stopping power. 
American grunts agreed. 

Colonel Yang’s battalion played a 
key role in the destruction of the U.S. 


2nd Division (25-30 November) as it 
retreated down the Sunchon road, 
which ran through a canyon. He 
ambushed a 40-vehicle supply convoy 
on the 25th and while policing up 
weapons was stunned when his X.O. 
found he could talk to the prisoners in 
the Uighar dialect of northwestern Chi¬ 
na. The prisoners were Turks. 

The next night, fighting a few kilo¬ 
meters down the road, Captain Lao’s 
Sharp Swords descended to the bot¬ 
tom of the canyon to knock out a still 
active half-track from a 2nd Division 
unit decimated earlier in the day. After 
destroying the half-track, his troops be¬ 
gan to scavenge for food and ammuni¬ 
tion. Lao and some of his troops, in¬ 
cluding a cook named Fat Belly Wu 
and his helper, one Opium Li, discov¬ 
ered two American soldiers playing 
dead in the ditches along the road. 
While Lao’s troops tried to get the half¬ 
track guns turned around to bear on 
American units expected to enter the 
ambush zone later, Lao questioned the 
prisoners, a Corporal Johnstone from 
Arkansas and a Woodstock from 
Maine. Ignoring shouts from Opium Li 
to shoot the prisoners, Lao questioned 
them about why they were fighting in 
Korea and why they had hung around 
in the kill zone after their unit had been 
destroyed that afternoon. Lao was 
much impressed by the fact that one of 
the men had a letter from the United 
States mailed only a week earlier. A 
yell from his troops warned Lao that 
more American vehicles were moving 
into the kill zone, and to the disgust of 
Opium Li, he told the two Americans, 
“Take off. Make for the mountains and 
move parallel with this road until you 
are across the Taedong River. Good 
luck.” Opium Li was killed minutes 
later, and Lao was wounded. 

A major Han Liquan, a staff officer 
for Peng, arriving in the recently recap¬ 
tured North Korean capital of Pyong¬ 
yang on 10 December, commented 
that the Americans had made a real 
mess of the city. One American named 
Kilroy had written his name every¬ 
where. The Chinese thought it was 
some secret code. 

Colonel Wong Lichan, riding down 
the road to Chinhung-ni, recaptured 
from American Marines just before 
Christmas 1950, was puzzled to spot 
snowmen on the hills. He knew chil¬ 
dren in Manchuria were in the habit of 
building snowmen, but he hadn’t seen 
a child in two days. When an air alert 
forced his party to pull off the road. 
Colonel Wong approached the snow¬ 
men and was sickened when he real¬ 
ized they were the frozen, snow-coated 
Chinese soldiers and coolies. There 
were thousands of them along the road 
— part of the 450,000 troops China 
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was to lose before the war ended. 

After the war, Captain Lao ended up 
as an English teacher in Shanghai. Col¬ 
onel Yang became a military analyst in 
Peking. Colonel Wong moved to 
Macao after retiring from the Chinese 
army. Major Han Liquan was banished 
to a pig farm during the Cultural Re¬ 
volution and emigrated to Hong Kong 
in 1980. 

General Peng was made a marshal 
of the Chinese army in 1955 but fell 
out of power during the Cultural Revo¬ 
lution. Sent to do labor in the pro¬ 
vinces, he was badly beaten and in¬ 
terrogated endlessly by Red Guards. 
Bedridden, he was deprived of the 
right to sit, to rise up, to drink water, to 
go to the toilet or turn over in bed. He 
died in 1974. 

Today, in Pyongyang, North Korea, 
in a museum section dedicated to the 
great Patriotic Struggle, hidden among 
the maps, statuary and models show¬ 
ing how North Korea’s Beloved Lead¬ 
er Kim 11 Sung led his army to victory, is 
one small, fuzzy photograph showing 
Chinese troops crosssing a bridge. 

If questioned about China’s role in 
the war the guides will admit: “Well, 
yes. We did have a little help from 
China, too.” * 


SERPENT 

Continued from page 79 

would never wake up again. 

The Israeli commandos blew the heavy 
steel front and rear doors with almost no 
sound, using a newly-developed but, as yet, 
undisclosed technology. A Team im¬ 
mediately rushed into the house, while B 
Team secured the other entrances and the 
basement. A Team ran up the stairs toward 
Abu Jihad’s bedroom, killing a guard on the 
way. Another guard and a caretaker died at 
the hands of B Team. A document specialist 
from B Team entered the first-floor study 
and cleaned it out. 

The members of A Team assembled 
momentarily outside the door to Abu 
Jihad’s bedroom, then burst in, weapons 
leveled. Apparently alerted by the noise out¬ 
side his bedroom, Abu Jihad had groggily 
raised his head from his pillow, while his wife 
slept soundly next to him. The Israeli com¬ 
mandos pumped nearly 70 rounds into the 
PLO leader, but did not harm his wife. Then 
they withdrew as rapidly as they had come. 

The whole thing was over in 13 seconds, 
which is the amount of time that elapsed 
from the breaching of the front door to the 
moment the first members of A Team began 
exiting the house. 

Slowly, deliberately, so as not to raise 
alarm if unseen eyes were watching, the 
commandos left the house and boarded the 


waiting vehicles. Once C Team, which had 
secured the withdrawal, was aboard, the 
drivers released the handbrakes of the vehi¬ 
cles and they began coasting down the long 
sweeping hill in front of Abu Jihad’s. D 
Team was picked up on the way. Seconds 
later, the commandos switched on the igni¬ 
tions of their vehicles and headed back to¬ 
ward the beach at Ras Carthage. 

After they were underway, a Mossad 
agent in one of the vehicles broke out cans 
of Tunisian soda pop and passed them 
around. The commandos reached Ras 
Carthage without incident and quickly 
boarded the Zodiacs and sped back toward 
the missile boats. The Mossad agents left 
behind in Tunis boarded different flights 
and left the country. It took the missile boats 
four days to reach Israel, during which time 
they were under the watchful eye of the 
Israeli air force. 

Aftermath 

After the Israelis fled the house, Abu 
Jihad’s wife, Um Jihad, also a top PLO 
official, flicked on the light and found her 
husband on the floor next to the bed in a pool 
of blood. Because the telephone lines were 
dead, she rushed out to the balcony and 
screamed for help. However, no one came 
to her assistance until her daughter, Han¬ 
nan, ran next door and woke up Abu Mas- 
sen’s household. 

Later, Um Jihad would tell the media that 
she confronted the Israeli commandos and 
turned to face the wall so they could kill her, 
which they declined to do. She also claimed 
that a blonde woman working with the 
Israelis videotaped the actual killing. She 
even went so far as to suggest that her hus¬ 
band had been awake, working late, when 
the commandos burst in, and that he had 
drawn his own gun from a desk drawer in 
self defense. The facts, nevertheless, do not 
support her contentions. 

In reality, no one lingered over Abu 
Jihad’s body. No one took pictures or 
videotaped the scene. It may well be that 
Um Jihad, having been awakened from a 
sound sleep, mistook the night vision de¬ 
vices worn by the commandos for camera 
lenses. Moreover, no one spoke to Um 
Jihad or her daughter; the commandos with¬ 
drew as quickly as they came. Um Jihad’s 
denial that her husband had died in bed 
probably stems from her belief that his death 
should be portrayed less ignominiously; 
thus she conjured up the story that he went 
down fighting. 

In the days that followed the raid, the 
United States and most of the world com¬ 
munity condemned the killing of Abu Jihad. 
In the United States, the media widely re¬ 
ported it as a “political assassination,” 
oblivious to the fact that Abu Jihad was a 
soldier waging war on Israel and therefore a 
legitimate military target. To date, no one 
has been named to succeed Abu Jihad. This 
could indicate internal rifts within the PLO, 
or it might suggest that no one really wants 
the job for fear that they might become the 
next Israeli target. ^ 
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PRACTICALLY 

LETHAL 

Continued from page 31 

Likewise, soldiers operating in heavily 
wooded terrain might find that the extra 
weight of a chopper is more than compen¬ 
sated for by its usefulness as a chopping 
tool. At the same time, it is by far the most 
devastating of the three varities as a 
weapon. However, in general it is not a 
weapon capable of the sort of stealth associ¬ 
ated with a dagger. 

All three varities have useful applica¬ 
tions. Understanding the strengths and 
weaknesses of each — killing instrument 
versus cutting tool, for example — is the 
key to making the right choice as to which 
you carry. The type of knife to choose is a 
matter of circumstance, personal prefer¬ 
ence, and sometimes even tradition. After 
all, a Gurkha will almost always prefer a 
Kukri and a Finn a puuko, regardless of 
other factors. There is no way one can dic¬ 
tate to another what is the best combat knife 
for him, if for no other reason than a large 
percentage of a knife’s value is psychologi¬ 
cal. What you feel best with is probably 
what you should carry. I only ask that you 
keep an open mind and recognize that 
knives of every type have strengths and 
weaknesses, and each category has its role 
in the world of combat knives. ^ 

KILLING EFFECT 

Continued from page 63 

sponded with another 115-grain hollow- 
point (with a copper jacket instead of the 
usual aluminum one) driven at still higher 
velocity — 1,235 fps. They went from bad 
to worse. This new bullet’s penetration 
potential is even less than the standard 9mm 
Silvertip because of even greater over-expan¬ 
sion accompanied by excessive fragmenta¬ 
tion. It appears that neither the manufacturers 
nor most law enforcement agencies under¬ 
stand the basic principles of wound ballistics. 
We can blame most of this on the ill-advised 
Relative Incapacitation Index. 

Winchester’s 185-grain .45 ACP Silver- 
tip is no better. The current version expands 
to a diameter of .85 caliber but only pene¬ 
trates 10.4 inches in soft tissue. Reming¬ 
ton’s 185-grain .45 ACP hollow-point is 
almost as anemic. 

It just goes on and on — effective per¬ 
formance constantly sacrificed on the altar 
of high velocity. Are there no suitable hand¬ 
gun cartidges in any caliber? There are some 
but at this time only a few. 

Those who carry a .38 Special would be 
best advised to employ the so-called FBI 
load, a 158-grain lead hollow-point travel¬ 
ing out of a 4-inch barrel at 880 fps. It will 
expand to .58 caliber and penetrate 12.5 
inches of soft tissue. That’s just barely 
adequate, but it’s far better than the lighter 
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and faster Silvertip. The minimum bullet 
weight required to achieve the necessary 
performance in calibers .38 Special, .357 
Magnum and 9mm Parabellum is 125 
grains. Bullets weighing up to 160 grains 
would be superior. 

Stung by the now infamous Miami shoot¬ 
out, the FBI has just dropped the Silvertip 
and adopted what is currently the most 
effective 9mm Parabellum loading: Win¬ 
chester’s 147-grain jacketed hollow-point 
subsonic cartridge. Referred to as the OSM 
(Olin Super Match), its bullet leaves a pistol 
muzzle at approximately 975 fps, with 
penetration in soft tissue of alfaost 15 inches 
and expansion to about .60 caliber. Before 
you applaud Olin for getting the message, 
be advised that this cartridge was developed 
at the request of the U.S. Department of 
Defense for use with suppressed sub¬ 
machine guns. Furthermore, rumor has it 
that after Olin completes the U.S. govern¬ 
ment contract, and prior to releasing the 
9mm OSM cartridge on the commercial 
market, it intends to soup up its velocity. 
Firing this cartridge through submachine 
guns (whose longer barrels increase the 
velocity) has already established that even a 
marginal increase in velocity will increase 
expansion while decreasing the penetration 
and effectivness of this round. 

As it has the potential for making the 
biggest hole, the .45 ACP round would 
clearly be our best choice, if a 230- to 260- 
grain mushrooming bullet were available 
and propelled at no greater velocity than 
required to expand it to about .75 to .80 
caliber and no more. It can be done, but 
until it is we’re stuck with the 230-grain 
FMJ (Full Metal Jacket) ball round. While it 
will penetrate almost 26 inches of soft tis¬ 
sue, it neither expands nor yaws significant¬ 
ly in the target, and its wound track is not 
much greater than the bullet diameter. 
Again, some will wring their hands in conster¬ 
nation about over-penetration. That’s bunk¬ 
um. The chance of an innocent bystander 
getting hit as a consequence of this bullet 
exiting out the backside of your opponent is 
less than that of getting struck by lightning. 

The situation with regard to handgun 
ammunition is abysmal. Manufacturers 
have spent far too many years chasing after 
the RII’s high velocity rainbow. What can 
we do about it? For one thing, don’t buy 
these bantam-weight, super-velocity 
dreams. We don’t need a glittering array of 
new calibers either. We need effective 
ammunition for the pistols we already slam 
into our holsters. Demand that manufactur¬ 
ers provide heavy hollow-points (or soft- 
points) driven at moderate velocities, that 
will penetrate sufficiently and expand reli¬ 
ably. A pistol’s potential is limited enough 
without further weakening it by defective 
bullet designs. Someone out there has got to 
be capable of delivering a heavy, expand¬ 
ing, slow-moving pumpkin to stuff in our 
Colt .45s. ^ 
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ABU NIDAL 

Continued from page 81 

on how to conduct terrorist operations. The 
base in the Bekaa is located in a Syrian- 
controlled area, and intelligence sources be¬ 
lieve that he maintains it largely as a point of 
liaison with the Syrians. 

In addition, Abu Nidal has also opened a 
local headquarters in Sidon, in south Leba¬ 
non, which processes and trains new re¬ 
cruits and represents his interests in the 
area. There are recent reports that he is 
trying to establish a shadow network in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza, and that the 
Israelis have exposed at least two of his cells. 


Today, Abu Nidal and his gang maintain 
ties to a variety of other terrorist organiza¬ 
tions, including the Japanese Red Army 
(Arab Section), the Irish Republican Army 
(IRA), the Red Army Faction (West Ger¬ 
many), the Armenian Secret Army for the 
Liberation of Armenia (ASALA), the Cells 
Combatante Communiste (CCC) of Bel¬ 
gium, and what is left of Action Direct 
(France). 

Unlike most other terrorist groups, the 
Abu Nidal organization buys its weapons on 
the open market in the arms bazaars of the 
world. Sometimes the weapons are shipped 
to operatives in Libyan or Syrian diplomatic 
pouches. 
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Powerful 
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bines the jet 
spray nozzle of 
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guisher with the most effective chemical 
deterrent available to the public. Makes 
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Order Police Phaser (150 grams) at $21.00 
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BOTH SIZES BEFORE YOU 
ORDER FROM ANYBODY 
ELSE! 
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The Abu Nidal organization’s annual 
budget is estimated to be in the neighbor¬ 
hood of $20 million a year. Libya provides 
$14 to $15 million of the budget, with the 
balance coming from other Arab govern¬ 
ments and from a network of companies that 
Abu Nidal and the organization surrepti¬ 
tiously own. Iraq’s last cash payment to 
Abu Nidal was in 1983 and Syria’s in 1985. 

Abu Nidal also maintains close ties to 
Eastern bloc intelligence and regularly 
travels in and out of eastern Europe. Indeed, 
CIA sources report that he actually main¬ 
tains offices in Poland and East Germany. 
According to former Director of Central 
Intelligence (DCI) Bill Casey, “The 
Soviets don’t run him or control him, but 
they use him and his group for their own 
purposes.” 

The Hunt for Abu Nidal 

Abu Nidal remains the most elusive find 
mysterious terrorist leader in the world. 
According to a former anti-terrorism advi¬ 
sor to the Israeli prime minister, “Abu Nid¬ 
al does not use his own travel documents, 
even when going from one safe country to 
another. He does not attend major gather¬ 
ings and only rarely talks to his people. He 
is always on the move, or behind the Iron 
Curtain. He hands his orders, in written 
form, to three operators who are very close 
to him. He has only one aide.” In addition, 
it is believed that he never speaks by tele¬ 
phone, which he regards as unsafe, nor has 
he ever been heard on a radio broadcast. No 
one even knows for certain what he looks 
like. The photo most often reproduced of 
him, allegedly taken in North Korea, may 
not be genuine. At the very least, it is at 15 
years old. 

Yet, the search for Abu Nidal continues. 

On 9 September 1986, CIA chief Bill 
Casey was in a jubilant mood. He was seat¬ 
ed behind the broad desk in his imposing 
office on the third floor of the Old Executive 
Office Building, adjoining the White 
House. As the first DCI with cabinet rank, 
Casey also was the first to have an office in 
the White House complex. 

“We have located Abu Nidal’s main 
headquarters,” he told a visitor. Contrary to 
previous intelligence, said Casey, Abu Nid¬ 
al was living on a secret base in Lebanon’s 
Bekaa Valley. 

Casey confirmed that the United States 
and Israel were considering a joint strike 
against Abu Nidal, either to destroy his base 
of operations or to snatch him and bring him 
back to the United States to stand trial for his 
role in the Rome and Vienna airport attacks. 
However, locating a terrorist leader and 
actually having the time to pull together an 
operation against him is not the same thing. 
One high official in the Reagan Administra¬ 
tion compared it to “trying to paint a mov¬ 
ing train.” 

Nevertheless, Ronald Reagan wanted 
Abu Nidal. According to senior U.S. 
policymakers, Reagan was profoundly 
affected by the death of an 11-year-old 
American girl, Natasha Simpson, in the 
Rome airport attack, and he ordered Nation- 
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al Security Council planners to hit Libya, 
which had given aid and assistance to Abu 
Nidal, at the next opportunity. This was the 
real genesis of the April 1986 U.S. bombing 
raid on Libya, not the terrorist bombing of a 
West Berlin disco in early April. Even after 
the raid, however, Reagan was not satis¬ 
fied, and ordered stepped-up U.S. efforts to 
find Abu Nidal. Although Oliver North had 
said that the United States was ready to go to 
“the ends of the earth” in order to bring 
Abu Nidal to justice for his role in the Rome 
and Vienna attacks, the operation en¬ 
visioned by Casey never materialized. It 
was overtaken by both events and the so- 
called Iran-Contra crisis. By the time that 
Israeli intelligence could get a fix on the 
secret base, Abu Nidal had flown the coop. 
Subsequent efforts to track him down were 
sidetracked by the firing of Oliver North and 
Bill Casey’s incapacitation. 

The Israelis, on the other hand, have not 
slackened their efforts to kill or capture Abu 
Nidal. When he attacked the Istanbul syna¬ 
gogue, he signed his death warrant, if he 
had not done so already. 

Former Israeli Prime Minister Menachem. 
Begin never believed that Abu Nidal had 
actually split with Yasir Arafat. The Abu 
Nidal terrorist group, according to Begin, 
was simply a successor to Black September 
and other deniable units of the PLO. “He 
[Abu Nidal] is the secret arm of those who 
want to disguise their real intentions, ’* a top 
ranking Arab intelligence official has con¬ 
firmed. 

Today, intelligence organizations from 
the United States, Israel, several conserva¬ 
tive Arab regimes, and a few European na¬ 
tions monitor Abu Nidal’s activities on a 
continuous basis. However, only the 
Israelis are actively hunting him. Although 
the PLO has allegedly sentenced him to 
death and put a price on his head, there is no 
evidence that they have ever really tried to 
get him, even when they knew where he was. 

Abu Nidal’s name has been at the top of 
the Israeli “most wanted” list for some 
time. Since the mid-1980s they have labeled 
Abu Nidal and his group as “enemy number 
one” of the state of Israel and its people. 

The prevailing notion within the Israeli 
intelligence community is that once they 
eliminate Abu Nidal himself, his organiza¬ 
tion will lose its momentum and dynamism, 
if not cease to exist altogether. In order to 
target him, the Israelis have established an 
inter-agency group composed of top- 
ranking officials from the Mossad, AM AN 
(Israeli military intelligence), and the Shin- 
Bet (Israel’s internal security agency), 
together with representatives from the 
prime minister’s office (the anti-terrorism 
advisor’s office) and the foreign ministry. 

The needs and requirements of the inter¬ 
agency group are given priority with respect 
to the tasking and allocation of intelligence 
assets. To the extent possible, the group 
monitors every move the terrorist leader 
makes, every meeting with his couriers, 
every contact with a foreign government. 
Their goal, of course, is to assemble all of 
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the operational intelligence that will be re¬ 
quired to carry out a successful hit. 

At least twice in recent months, the inter¬ 
agency group felt that it had reliable intelli¬ 
gence indicating that Abu Nidal was in 
“reachable” locations. On both occasions, 
Mossad intelligence-gathering teams were 
sent to the suspected locations to assemble 
operational data. One of the locations was 
Libya, however, and it appears that he left 
the country before a commando operation 
against him could be successfully mounted. 
On the other occasion, which involved a 
place far more distant from Israel, the Mos¬ 
sad team was unable to positively locate him. 

In recent weeks, according to U.S., 
Israeli, and Arab intelligence sources, Abu 
Nidal has retreated behind the Iron Curtain, 
perhaps as a prelude to a new terrorist offen¬ 
sive against Israel, Europe, or the United 
States. He most likely is in Bulgaria, where 
in the past his host, Bulgarian intelligence, 
has provided him with an official security 
detail. The July 1988 attack in which four 
Arab terrorists (possibly one Frenchman) 
opened up with automatic weapons and gre¬ 
nades on the crowded Greek cruise ship City 
of Poros, killing 11 and injuring more than 
50, had all of the hallmarks of an Abu Nidal 
operation. It bears many operational simi¬ 
larities to the attacks on the Rome and Vien¬ 
na airports and the Istanbul synagogue. If 
Abu Nidal is definitely linked to the City of 
Poros massacre, it will represent simply one 
more reason why the victimized nations of 
the West should mount an international ex¬ 
pedition to destroy Abu Nidal and his band 
of killers. ^ 

82ND AIRBORNE 

Continued from page 59 

authors of the report was that neither during 
the planning nor the early part of the opera¬ 
tion did the initial assault units know 
whether they would be reinforced. One 
Ranger commander remarked how sur¬ 
prised he had been to see the 82nd start 
arriving. He had no idea it was participating 
at all. 

It was a combination of all these factors 
that kept progress to a crawl on the 26th and 
27th in the extreme south. 

Trobaugh’s orders for the 28th, given 
while still without radio contact with the 
Marines only a kilometer away, saw Sil- 
vasy’s brigade linking up with the 2nd/8th 
BLT, while Scott’s men cleared Lance aux 
Epines. 

The fourth day should see the critical 
southwestern area of the island secured. But 
now it was being rumored that hundreds of 
Cubans and PR A had taken to the hills, with 
the prospect of a protracted campaign of 
jungle type operations to get them out. This 
was viewed with dismay. 

On the morning of the 28th, the leading 
platoon of Hamilton’s 2nd/325th moved 
carefully along the coastal road from Grand 
Anse toward St. George’s. The platoon 
commander was unaware of the locations of 


any of the Marines in the town and did not 
have radio contact with them. Suddenly up 
ahead was a road block. After some hesita¬ 
tion and confusion, it was realized that it 
was not the PRA, but Marines — F Com¬ 
pany. They had reached the Ross Point Inn. 
The linkup between TF 121 and TF 124 had 
at last been achieved. 

It was during that Friday that General 
Trobaugh received the remainder of his in¬ 
fantry reinforcements. Around 1100 hours 
Lieutenant Colonel Keith Nightengale’s 
2nd/505th flew in, followed late that night 
by the 2nd/508th under Lieutenant Colonel 
Ralph Newman. Trobaugh now had two 
brigades, each of three battalions, with 
which to consolidate the U.S. hold on Gre¬ 
nada. For another four days there would 
also be the Marines, but they never came 
under Trobaugh’s command. By that even¬ 
ing little progress had been made on the 
ground in the southwest. Scott’s HQ was 
near the Sugar Mill, and Crocker’s 1st/ 
505th had occupied the Lance aux Epines 
peninsula, discovering, almost four days 
after the landings at Salines, 183 students 
and 20 citizens of the United States, United 
Kingdom and Canada still awaiting rescue. 
Many of them had had a grandstand view of 
the Ranger’s descent on the Tuesday morn¬ 
ing. Their houses were only 2,000 meters 
east of the runway. 

It was not until the 29th, perhaps as a 
result of Trobaugh’s visit to the Guam on 
that day, that the 82nd exerted itself suffi¬ 
ciently to probe out beyond the confines of 
the southwestern toe of the island. Searches 
were made of the Mt. Harman Estate and the 
Egmont (Calivigny) area, but it was left to 
the new arrivals, the 2nd/508th, to make the 
major effort of the day. A reconnaissance in 
force took them as far east as the village of 
Crochu, only 1,500 meters from the sea. 
There was confusion at the start, because 
Newman was expecting to be accompanied 
by some of the Marines’ M-60 tanks, but 
why they were thought necessary on that 
tortuous road across the island over the hills 
is uncertain. Had they gone with the infan¬ 
try, progress would have been reduced to a 
crawl, but they did not. Somebody came up 
with the idea, quite rightly, that the small 
bridges might not take their weight. Beyond 
that, the planned route would take the force 
over the boundary into the Marines’ area of 
responsibility, and there was some argu¬ 
ment before this was accepted. 

Mounted on loaned Grenadian trucks and 
U.S. vehicles, the column from 2nd/508th 
made remarkable progress in comparison 
with the previous four days. First the men 
uncovered the alternative supply dump that 
the PRA had tried to establish at Good Hope 
Estate (near Corbeau). Here they found five 
trucks packed with ammunition, with 
another seven loads dumped on the ground. 
They continued eastward through village 
after village, meeting no resistance what¬ 
soever, the people being delighted to wave 
them on, or even to provide more vehicles if 
any with the force broke down. St. Pauls, 
Vineyard, Vincennes, Thebaide, Pomme 
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Rose and finally Crochu; 18 kilometres across 
the breadth of the island; it was the farthest 
single advance of the entire operation. 

On Sunday, 30 October, General Vessey 
and Admiral McDonald arrived on Grena¬ 
da. Although outwardly cheerful and smil¬ 
ing as he drove around St. George’s, Vessey 
was disappointed with Trobaugh and the 
82nd for the slowness of their operations. 
Three and a half days to advance five kilo¬ 
meters against a few snipers was not very 
impressive, even if the force had lacked 
vehicles initially. Vessey pushed Trobaugh 
to get moving. Grand Etang, up in the 
mountains, was said to be a PR A base with 
stockpiles of arms and equipment. If 
Cubans and Grenadians were making for the 
hills, why was Grand Etang still unsecured? 
Trobaugh sent Hamilton with the 2nd/ 
325th. Like the 2nd/508th further south the 
day before, Hamilton’s men were un¬ 
opposed and found little except an aban¬ 
doned APC and some suspicious tunnels. 
The battalion remained in the Grand Etang 
area for the night. 

In the south, the 82nd was also on the 
move, this time to the Fort Jeudy peninsula 
and Westerhall Point. An East German 
named Jonas had been questioned by the 
CIA and revealed the location of the PRA’s 
General Austin. Jonas was enlisted to play 
the role of Judas and lead in C Company, 
2nd/505th. Around 1500, after some confu¬ 
sion as to which house to surround, the 
paratroopers cordoned the area, and Jonas 
shouted to Austin to come out. Agitated 
voices were heard inside, but after a short 
pause the PRA’s leadership emerged, be¬ 
trayed by an East German anxious to save 
his own skin. Instead of boarding a yacht for 
Guyana, General Austin and his associates 
went by truck and helicopter to the brig on 
the Guam. 

Also, 31 October saw the Marines re¬ 
embarking onto their ships in preparation 
for the Carriacou landings and subsequent 
departure from Grenada, leaving the island 
to the 82nd and the CPF. While the CPF 
concentrated on policing and security duties 
in St. George’s, the troopers of the 82nd 
continued to conduct searches or arrest PRA 
suspects for interrogation. On 2 November, 
as the Marines sailed for the Mediterranean, 
hostilities were declared to be at an end. The 
next day Metcalfs TF120 was disestablished, 
and operational control of all U.S. forces in 
Grenada passed to General Trobaugh, as 
Commander U.S. Forces Grenada. 

The mopping-up phase of Urgent Fury 
involved prolonged searching of people and 
houses, followed in many instances by 
arrests and interrogation. Hundreds of sus¬ 
pects were rounded up, mainly on informa¬ 
tion provided by fellow Grenadians, and 
sent to an improvised detention center run 
by the 82nd’s Military Police at Salines. 

By 15 November the initial screening of 
prisoners was complete, so the center was 
dosed, all the detainees who were likely to 
face charges being handed over to CPF au¬ 
thorities at Richmond Hill Prison, by then 
re-opened to receive PRA guests. ^ 
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every aspect of the profession and is intended to broaden the 
knowledge and contribute to the survival of soldiers and meres. 
Paperback, 324 pgs., 300 photos & drawings. 


SURVIVAL BOOKS 


11106 MAGNOLIA BLVD., N. HOLLYWOOD, CA 91601 • ATTN. GLADYS 
(818) 763-0004 OPEN 7 DAYS 

Prices subject to change • Catalog $2 00 • Orders paid with money order 
or credit card sent immediately, personal check, orders held 4 weeks. 


DEVIL’S DART 

An All-Steel Sleeve Knife 


ARM MODEL: 

7“ overall, $65.00 

LEG MODEL: 

8“ overall, $75.00 

Small but strong. 
Made from Parkerized 
tool steel or sand¬ 
blasted stainless steel. 

The blade is triangle 
shaped for strength 
and easy penetration 
and the handle is 
knurted for a sure grip. 
Completely hand¬ 
made, it comes wilh 
a nylon, elastic and 
velcro sheath. Can 
be worn on the arm, 
leg or upside down. 

Ready for immediate 
delivery. Include $5.00 
for postage and insur¬ 
ance Can be shipped 
C.O.D. 37-page catalog, 

$3 00 

PAT CRAWFORD 

DEPT. S O F 

205 N. CENTER f 

WEST MEMPHIS, AR 72301 
(501) 735-4632 


niTTVPARTS 

W XV CORPORATION 

SUCCESSORS TO NUMRlCH ARMS 


THE WORLD’S LARGEST 
GUN PARTS SUPPLIERS 

PRESENTS ITS NEW #13A CATALOG 

Featuring an inventory of over 250 million gun pans 
in house. A 430+ page catalog with exploded drawirjgs 
that are invaluable to the gunsmith or hobbyist. Com¬ 
mercial, military, antique and foreign gun parts 
(many exclusively available from us) are listed and 
priced along with accessories, surplus & apfttialty 
items. A veritable encyclopedia of gun parts, this 
catalog will pay for itself time and time again with 
information and time saved in identifying parts. 

SURFACE FOREIGN -$8.95 U.S. $^95 

AIRMAIL WRITE FQR QUOTE Send 


GUN PARTS CORP. BOX SOF-12, W. HURLEY, NY 12491 
914-679-2417 TELEX 145331 FAX9146795849 


| NEW 6 FT.‘4 IN 1 ” TAKE-DOWN BL0WGUN , 

1 New 1989 Survival^ M unting'Xommando'^ MQ delsfc ftl 

Scamouttage or Blade ninja / . 

pi models add S3.03 each gun\., ry, jn 
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THE ULTIMATE K-9” 

Home & Family Protection 

AH Trainers Dept of Defense Certified. 

-Pups & Professional Training Available - 
Lifetime Replacement Guarantee for 
Genetic or Temperament Disorders. 

—Excellent With Children— 

Shipping Available Worldwide 

"iDeveloped and Bred Solely by”... 

LRRP SECURITY SERVICES, INC. 

Box 1620 M-12D, Aiken, S.C. 29802 1-800-648-3351 (24-hour) 
- SEND $3.00 U.S. FUNDS FOR BROCHURE - 


TH 

BO 



DEVELOP THE BODY YOU’VE ALWAYS DREAMED OF. ADD 
INCHES TO YOUR CHEST, ARMS, AND THIGHS. SCULPT YOUR 
STOMACH, BUTTOCKS, AND CALVES. THE BODY SCULPTOR 
BURNS FAT, TONES MUSCLES, AND RELIEVES TENSION. 
ADJUSTABLE ELECTRICAL IMPULSES WORK YOUR MUSCLES 
MORE EFFECTIVELY THAN REGULAR EXERCISE. ITS 
MEDICALLY PROVEN, EFFORTLESS AND SAFEI 

USE IT AT HOME, IN THE OFFICE, TRAVELING, EVEN WHILE 
WATCHING T.V. OR READING. WE ABSOLUTELY GUARANTEE 
RESULTS IN 30 DAYS OR YOUR MONEY BACK. 

• COMPLETE INSTRUCTIONS 

• PORTABLE 

• EXPANDABLE 

• FREE CARRYING CASE 

• MAKES AN IDEAL GIFT! OtSfesai 


BODY SCULPTOR 400: 
4-PAD UNfTW/BATTERIES 
ONLY $159+$5 POSTAGE 
& HANDLING 


BODY SCULPTOR 800: 
8-PAD UNfTW/BATTERIES & 
AC ADAPTER. ONLY $295 + 
$10POSTAGES HANDUNG 


CALL NOW FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 
nan I ( 800 ) 428-7825 EXT. 33 mm 

1 n t Lino/n -t mrn/ C3HSHS1 


VISA, M.C., AM.X. ,.* 00 - 541-4100 

| TOLL FREE 24-HRS. 1-800-222-3119 order desk 

Blowgun World, Inc., Box 25183-S, Salt Lake City, UT 84125 


ms\ 24 HRS/DAY 7 DAYSWEEK > 
FOR INFORMATION CALL (714) 854-5951 
OR SEND CHECK/MONEY ORDER TODAY TO: 


DAVID STEELE ENTERPRISES, INC. 

64 Lehigh Aisle, Suite 400, Irvine, CA 92715 
Sculptor 400 Qty_Sculptor 800 Qfy_ 

□ Checks or Money Order Enclosed 

□ Visa/MC it __ Exp. Date_ 

Name 
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N.Y.P.D. 


T-SHIRT -100% Heavyweight cotton with the 
official 4-color emblem of the NYPD. 
S-M-L-XL $9.00 

POLO SHIRT — Highest quality white polo shirt 
with the 4-color emblem of the NYPD. S-M-L-XL 

$16.00 

SWEAT SHIRT - Highest quality white sweat 
shirt with the 4-color emblem of the NYPD. 
S-M-L-XL $18.00 

HATS — High quality cloth/mesh. Available 
in black, navy/white, navy with 
NYPD emblem $9.00 


TOP-STEP 
Dept. SF 
P.Q- Box 3692 
Simi Valley, CA 93063 


Shipping & Handling - $2.00 per item ordered. 
Overseas orders add $4.50 
California residents add - 6% sales tax 


JEFF COOPER'S 

AMERICAN 
PISTOL INSTITUTE 



••• THE CRISIS MANAGEMENT SPECIALISTS ••• 

Take the initiative and dominate your envi¬ 
ronment. Train with the professionals at 
API. Learn modern weaponcraft: practical 
shooting, skillful gunhandling, mental con¬ 
ditioning and applicable tactics with Jeff 
Cooper and the incomparable API staff. 

Consider the API Advantage: 


• We originated and have continuously evolved 
modern smallarms techniques. 

• We offer courses in rifle, pistol, and shotgun 
(machine pistol by departmental arrangement) 
for every level—introductory, refresher, 
remedial, intermediate, and advanced. 

• Our curricula are based on extensive research 
into smallarms conflict, both in the past and 
as now occurring. We teach what happens. 

• Our student-teacher ratio is three-to-one on 
the range and one-to-one in tactical simulation. 

• We are a complete private smallarms training 
facility, encompassing over twenty firing 
ranges and indoor/outdoor tactical simulators, 
plus gunsmithing services on the premises. 

• We also provide off-campus and customized 
courses for military, government, law enforce¬ 
ment and private audiences, anywhere in 
the free world. 


WE ARE “THE FIRST WITH THE MOST ” 



For more information about courses 
and current scheduling, write: 

AMERICAN PISTOL INSTITUTE 
P.O. BOX 401-S 
PAULDEN, ARIZONA 86334 


MEN, WOMEN, BOYS, GIRLS 
CURRENT GENUINE MILITARY GOV’T 
ISSUE M-65 FIELD COAT 

Woodland Camouflage and Olive Green 


HOOD DRAWCORD 
EPAULETS 


FULL CUT FOR 
MANEUVERABILITY 



BOTTOM 

DRAWCORD 


SLEEVE ADJUSTOR 


The latest U.S. Army Field Jacket made of 50% nylon 
and 50% cotton with water repellency. Features a zip-in 
hood, heavy duty front zipper and snaps. Drawcord on 
the hood, waist and bottom of jacket Four (4) large out¬ 
side pockets with snaps. Great for skiing, bicycling, 
hunting, hiking, work or leisure. 

Men-Women Only Boys-Girls Only 
$39.50 $35.95 

SIZES: Men-Women—X-Sml. Sml. Med, Lae. X-Lge 
COLORS: Men-Women—Woodland Camouflage. Olive 
Green. Swat Black. Jungle Tiger Stripe 
SIZES: Boys Girls—Sml (4-6). Med (8 10). Lge (12 14|. 
X-Lge (16-18) 

COLORS: Boys-Girls—Woodland Camouflage 
M-65 Button In Lining SI5.50 plus $3.00 shipping & handling 
Send (or Pro-Forma Invoice on Foreign Orders 
Mastercard and Visa accepted. Add 6%. 

State size and color and mail $39.50 or $35.95 plus 
S4.00 per jacket tor shipping and handling to: 

ALPINE MILITARY SALES 

P.O. Box 18380 • Knoxville, TN 37928-2380 
TELEPHONE NO: 615-922-7667 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back 


Give a Friend a South Seas 
Island Girls Calendar 



All New! Hawaii's most beautiful women in 
full color. Twelve months of great island 
bodies plus a bonus centerfold poster. Order 
today for yourself or a friend. 

. How to Order_ _ _ 

{ Name_ 

S Address_ 

I 

l City_ 


State_Zip, 


IEM 

Description 




1989 South Seas 

Island Girls Calendar 

6.00 

■ 


Postage & Handling 


Total Enclosed 

Mail check or money order to: 

Hawaiian Resources Co. 

1123 Kapahulu Ave., Honolulu, HI 9681 

6 


NIGHT VISION 

AN/PVS-4 Starlight 

CURRENT MILITARY ISSUE 
— STATE OF THE ART 
FINEST UNIT AVAILABLE TODAY 



$4500,00 (+ $15.00 UPS) New w/Factory New 
Image Intensifier (1 year wty.) 

FEATURES: 

*25mm Second Generation intensifier ‘Muzzle 
flash protection ‘ABC and Manual gain control 
‘Adjustable illuminated reticle with .223 or .308 
ballistics ‘Camera or video adaptor optional. 

SHIPPED COMPLETE WITH: 

‘Night Scope and manual ‘Daylight filter *M16 
mount ‘Lens cleaning kit ‘Carrying case 
‘Batteries (Replacements readily available) 
COMPLETE LINE OF individual and 
crewserved weaponsights. Night Vision 
goggles and viewers, Extensive Parts inventory 
for Both First and Second Generation Systems, 
plus reconditioning and general repair. 

We use genuine MIL-SPEC A.R.M.S. mounting systems. 
Night Vision Equipment Specialists 
Send $4.00 for our illustrated catalog 

EXCALIBUR ENTERPRISES 

P.O. Box 266, Emmaus, PA 18049 
(215) 791-5710 


GENUINE AMERICAN 
MADE ZIPPER 
COMBAT BOOT 

R 5-14 W 572-14 $55.00 



10 in. Side Zipper, Cap toe 
COMBAT BOOT in Black 
finish Elk leather. Made 
over the genuine Munson 
last. Full COMFORTABLE 
CUSHION INSOLE, steel 
shank, heavy leather mid¬ 
sole, rolled edge, military 
beveled jump heel. 
Heavy cloth lace. 
Genuine Goodyear 
Welt. 


MASTER CHARGE. VISA, COD's accepted. 


epti 

Send for our free 9 page price list of other 
aovernment surplus including camouflague 
fatigues. 

Valley Surplus 
Box 346 -S 

Tariffville, Conn. 06081 
(203) 658*6228 


ALL ORDERS POSTPAID BY UNITED PARCEL 
SERVICE ONLY. FDR ORDERS WHICH MUST 
BE SENT BY POST OFFICE, PLEASE 
INCLUDE SUFFICIENT POSTAGE FOR SEVEN 
LBS., INSURED. 
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BE ON THE 
LOOKOUT 


Vi 



For our New Full Color 
Action Catalog packed with 
the latest in Military Equipment, 
Tactical Gear, and Survival Items. 
Send $3.00 to: 


THE QUARTERMASTER 

DEPT. SF* 750 LONG BEACH BLVD. 
LONG BEACH, CA 90813 


H0-CH1-M1NH5 


PACK A CLASSIC 
ON YOUR NEXT 
TOUR OF DUTY 



Please State Group No.: 

Group No. 1: (fits sizes 5-6) 

Group No. 2: (fits sizes 6%-8) 

Group No. 3: (fits sizes 8^-10) 

Group No. 4: (fits sizes 101^-12) 

SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 

T. RUTTER 

Dept. SOF 

P.O. Box 5845 • Hollywood, R 33083 

These rugged sandals are hancJ-crcrfled from actual tire 
casings and Inner tube®. Occasional^ non-permanent 
marks may be left on skin, clothing and furniture. 


’wmssr 

Train to Peak Performance with this mass and strength 
building apparatus. Your arms and chest will quickly 
respond to this exercise. Perfect for abdominal leg raises 
and your heaviest weighted dips. 

The uilimale upper Body workout 

Built to last a lifetime, engineered for perfect balance and 
stability. Constructed of heavy gauge chromed steel, with 
cushioned grips and a non-slip base. 48 inches tall 
36 inches wide at base. 22 inches wide at grips. 28 fbs. 



Only $114.95 

plus $15 S&H 
Limited Quantity. 

OrdBF BOW 
1’80(1*348*6134 
24Mmn 

MC/V/AMEX/C.O.D. 
or send checWM.0. 
to the: 

Fimssmup 

... P.0. Box .251 
Edmonds, WA 98020 
Orders Shipped U.P.& 
Immediately. 


smt 

K&tn BACK 


NtttffiLV mm « 
the t»iTE0 trim of umm* 


The famous C.I.A. 

“Get out of jail free” card 

An exact reprint of the C.I.A. Covert Opera¬ 
tions I.D. card carried by members of the SQG 
(Studies and Observations Group) in S.E. ASia 
during the Viet Nam Era. 

. .Do not detain or question him! He is autho¬ 
rized to wear civilian clothing, carry unusual 
personal weapons, pass into restricted areas, 
requisition equipment of ail types... 

"If he is killed, do not remove this document 
from him! Etc ... printed in three colors! 

SOLD AS A WAR $5.00 

RELIC ONLY! guaranteed! 


Devil’s Brigade 

Box 1625, Dept. 1188 
El Dorado, AR 71730 


112 page catalog 
$ 2.00 

(Free with order) 


fHTsfORIc'REPLICA’] 
I ARMS AND ARMOUR i 

| SAFE DECORATIVE WEAPONRY FOR DISPLAY, \ 
TRAINING AIDS, STAGE PROPS, AND GIFTS. 



I (1) 22-1183L (BLUNDERBUSS FLINTLOCK).$45 PPD j 

(2) 01-300 (NON-FIRING GOVT. AUTOMATIC)...... $98 PPD 

j (3) 06-376 (MEDIEVAL SWORD). . .. $87 PPD j 

I CREDIT CARD ORDERS:1-800-544-3456 Ext. 515 l 
J □ Send FREE color catalog of collector militaria 
j COLLECTOR’S ARMOURY, Dept SO 

800 SLATERS LANE, BOX 59, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313 | 

* L __SATISFACTION GUARANTEED_ X 



100 % 

WOOL 


Available in adult sizes S/M/L/XL 
Please specify Black or Military Khaki 

Send $39.99 + $2.50 postage and 
handling to: 

AFTER MIDNIGHT 
2352 N.W. 37th Avenue 
Coconut Creek, FL 33066 

l#s> i f Of IS! 

or call 

800 - 537-0801 

(please allow 2 to 3 weeks for delivery) 
Dealer inquiries welcome 


With 
the 

Authorized 
Sweater for U.S. 
Marine Personnel 


☆ Made in the USA^ 


100% Money Back Guarantee 

Within 30 days 


priwcy ? 


Avoid BIG BROTHER. 
Best techniques for creating 
COMPLETE PRIVACY! 

■ Avoid Surveillance, Eavesdropping 

■ Become “Invisible’-’ to Investigators 

■ Stop Generating Financial Records 

■ Communications Privacy.. Phone, Mail 

■ How to Stay Out of Government Files 

■ Begin Eliminating Negative Records 

■ How to Create Helpful New Records 

■ Generating Quick Cash income 

■ Hiding Your Assets ■ Privacy Afloat 

■ Banking Alternatives ■ “Low Profile” 

■ Privacy from Taxes ■ Nomadic Living| 

■ Multiple Addresses 

■ Hideouts, Deep Cover 

■ How to “Disappear” 

ALL THE PRIVACY YOU 

WANT—and MORE! 

Don’t wait! Order TODAY!! 

| ONLY $18.95 ■rrTK 

— — mmmmmm^BSSSSSi 

EDEN PRESS !■■■■ 

| 11623 Slater “C” Box 8410-AP, Fountain Valley, CA 92728 Q 

■ Your (□ Regular P&H, $2.00 (Please add| 

■ Choice (□ FIRST CLASS, $5.00 to^rder.|J 

(California residents please add 5 %h|m tix.l | 

■ □ Send latest Book Catalog — FREE. 1 

I Name___r 

H Address ___£ 

— -g 



|State^_ 
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EL SALVADOR 
SPECIAL FORCES 



SALVADORIAN SPECIAL FORCES KNIFE 
#202 EL TIBURON (“THE SHARK”) 

A FOOT OF COLD STEEL 



#206 SALVADORIAN FIGHTING MACHETE 
12" BLADE 



Emblazoned with your choice of one of the following: 

• Atlacatl Special Forces Battalion Emblem 

• The Seal of El Salvador 

• The Seal of the USA 

• No Emblem or Seal 


Three finishes: 

• Gun Metal Blue 

• Marine Chrome 

• Utility 

• Complete with Leather Scabbard 

• Made ENTIRELY in El Salvador 

• Money Back Guarantee 

• Other Sizes and Styles Available 

• Dealer or Volume Buyer Inquiries Welcome 


* 39.95 

($34.95 without emblem or seal) 

Please specify model number, desired finish, and the 
emblem of your choice. Please add $3.90 for shipping 
(shipped UPS). Allow 4*6 weeks for delivery. Texas 
residents please add 7.5% sales tax. 

vm-miAscfi 

— IMMST3 — 

11765 West Ave., Suite 234, 

San Antonio, Texas U.S.A. 78216 (512) 492-0197 

Exclusive use of Atlacatl Emblem authorized 
personally by the Commandant of the Atlacatl Bn. A 
portion of each sale goes to help disabled Altacatl 
Combat Vets in El Salvador. 


PAINT BALL! 



The 


Action Sport 
of the 80's 


Over 35 
different guns 


"World's Largest Selection" 

EVERYTHING for Paintball Games! 


Play the game or start your own. 



Grenade Launchers • Camo Clothes 
Safety Equipment • Ammo • Accessories 

Rapid Fire Aduit Air Guns 
Quaiity Knives & Swords 
Air-Soft Guns ‘largest Selection” 



CBmmand PostInc. 

P.O. Box 1500, Dept., SF 
Crestview, FL 32536 it 
(904) 682-2492 


Send $3.00 for 60 page full line catalog 


THE HOUND DOG 


Sniffs Out Hidden Transmitters 

Throughtout the world today, corporations, professional 
men, and businessmen are spending millions annually to in¬ 
sure privacy in their offices and homes where important plans 
and policy making decisions are discussed and formulated. 
The “HOUND DOG” is a wise investment tor anyone who has 
reason to believe that an eavesdropping device is now hidden, 
or may be hidden in the future, in either home or office. No 
radio transmilter. no matter how well if may have been hid¬ 
den. can escape defection by the ”H0UND DOG” 

The “HOUND DOG” is an advanced electronic instrument 
designed for the sole purpose ot locating hidden transmitters 
An average size office or room can be thoroughly searched in 
only a matter of minutes. The “HOUND DOG ' sniffs out any 
transmitters hidden in pictures, walls, desks, chairs, etc 
regardless of their operating frequency. 

The “HOUND DOG” is simple to use Single knob adjust¬ 
ment calibrates the meter and any transmitter signal received 
is indicated by the meter movement By simply sweeping the 
probe past walls, chairs, pictures, desks, etc. the presence 
of any transmitter will cause a rise in the meler reading. The 
meter reading wilt continue to rise as the probe approaches 
the transmitter 

We believe you will find the “HOUND DOG - ' outperforms 
most other units selling tor several times the price This item 
has been built since 1962 Each one is backed by a 3-year 
warranty by us. 

Meter Calibrate 


Probe - 

extfndfto^ 

16 inches 

SIZE. 1.6 x 2.4 x 8.2 INCHES $195.00 

USES A COMMON RADIO BATTERY 




Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

Many times more powerful than other IransmBters. 
Transmits up to ’A mile to any FM radio -Easy to 
Assemble Kit - up to 9V battery (not tod.) 



$19.95 


Call 407-725-1000 or send $195.00 plus $5.00 shipping for Hound 
Dog and $19.95 and $1.00 shipping for FM Transmitter to USI 
Corp. P.O. Box SF-2052, Melbourne, FL 32902. COD’s OK. For a 
catalog of transmitters, voice scramblers & other speciality items 
enclose $2.00 to USI Corp. 



CONSOLIDATED MARKETING 

PROUDLY PRESENTS: 

THE SPECIAL SERVICES COLLECTION 


T-SHIRT - high quality, blue ringed shirt carries 
the official four color 3W' crest of the CIA 
S-M-L-XL $9.00 

POLO SHIRT - This high quality white polo car¬ 
ries the official four color 3Ya" crest of the CIA 
S-M-L-XL $15.00 

SWEAT SHIRT - Highest quality white sweat 
shirt with the four color CIA 3 V 2 ” crest imprinted 
on it S-M-L-XL $19.00 

HATS - High quality cloth/mesh available in 
black, navy/white, navy, with CIA crest. $9.00 
SPECIAL - Save $6.00!All four items $46.00 

CONSOLIDATED MARKETING 
1600 Fairfield, Suite 233 
Shreveport, LA 71101 
1 -318-222-2970 

VISA OR MASTERCARD ACCEPTED. 
Shipping & Handling on all orders - $2.00 
Shipped Via U.P.S. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Money Back 
Dealers Please Inquire 



COMMANDO ★ SAS ★ COUNTERTERRORIST 

“The Leader in Counter Terrorist OPS Since 1980.“ 
BROCHURE $1.00 CASH 


BRIGADE SECURITY FORGES 

P Q, BOX im. WIDHESVIUE. HC 2B115 USA 

PHONE [NM) 663-67*0 


MOVING? 


PLACE LABEL HERE 


Apt. Mo. 


City /State/Zip 

Mail it to: SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine. 
P.O. Box 348, Mt. Morris, IL 61054 


Armo-Tech 



The Ballistic Armor Co. 

Custom Work For Special 
Needs 

• Lexguard® • 

• Aramid Fibers & Resin 
Systems • 

• High Density Ceramics • 

• Space Age Metal Alloys • 

• Aluminum & Steel Fabrication • 

Vehicles 

Body Armor 

Shielding 

Armor 

Transparent 

Armor 

Walls - Doors - Electrical Components 
Protection 

For inquiries call 1-916-923-6162 
or write to: 

Armo-Tech 

1255 University Ave., Suite 140 
Sacramento, CA 95825 
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CLASSIFIED 


CURRENT REQUIREMENTS — $2.00 per word per inser¬ 
tion — $40.00 minimum. All ads MUST BE PREPAID and 
received by the 1st, four months prior to issue cover date. 
Ad copy must be typed or written clearly with authorizing 
signature, a telephone number (for our files) and full pay¬ 
ment. Advertisers offering information packets for a fee 
must send a sample of packet (packets will not be re¬ 
turned). Name, address and telephone number are to be 
included In your word count. EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 2 
words; 80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations such as Dl, SGT, 
20mm, U.S., etc., count as one word each. Hyphenated 
words and telephone numbers are counted as two words. 
No personal services ads accepted. We reserve the right 
to refuse, delete or change any copy which we determine 
to be objectionable. Mail classified ads with payment to 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, Classified Dept., P.O. Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306. 

READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE MAGAZINE DOES NOT VERIFY VALIDI¬ 
TY OF EVERY ADVERTISEMENT AND/OR THE 
LEGALITY OF EVERY PRODUCT CONTAINED 
HEREIN. SHOULD ANY READER HAVE A PROB¬ 
LEM WITH PRODUCTS OR SERVICES OFFERED 
BY AN ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD SEEK ASSIST¬ 
ANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL INSPECTOR 
AND ALSO CONTACT OUR ADVERTISING DE¬ 
PARTMENT. SOLDIER OF FORTUNE DOES NOT 
INTEND FOR ANY PRODUCT OR SERVICE ADVER- _ 
I T1SED TO BE USED IN ANY ILLEGAL MANNER. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna¬ 
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con¬ 
sult the local law enforcement au¬ 
thorities in their area. 


MUSCLES, MUSCLES, MUSCLES gain up to 25 pounds in 
just six weeks with proven weight gain plan. To order send $10 
check or money order payable to: CLINT, 1518 McKinley Ave., 
Huntsville. AL 35801. (135) _ 

SPECIAL FORCES CAPS Black baseball style, adjustable. 
Ranger, 101st, 82nd, USMC recon, Weapons Instructor, Com¬ 
bat Pistol Team, Death From Above, USMC Bulldog in Red 
and Yellow. $5 each plus $1.50 postage/handling. Will dupli¬ 
cate your unit insignia on cap of your choice $60.00/dozen. 
CUSTOM CAPS, Box 654-S, Randallstown, MD 21133. (135) 


AFR1CA-K0RP. CAP & GOGGLES 

German 1942 Mfg ORIGINAL sand & dust goggles. 

sttll tn their pocket pouch 
v Tan Ofc. caps-New RE PLICA State S-M-or 
/ Lg. Sue Both - Only $39.00 

■ We pay postage Our 250 page fully illustrated 
catalog $5 00 (FREE with order) 


W.W. #2 Ltd., Box 2063-F St. Louis, MO 631 58 


SCANNER FREQUENCY DIRECTORY FBI, ATF, Marshals, 
Border, Immigration, CIA, Customs, Secret Service, Military, 
More! 150,000 Listings! FREE catalog. CRB, Box 56F, Corn- 
mack, NY 11725. (135) 

WANTED: “GUNG-HO” ‘'AIRBORNE SPECIAL ISSUE' .Will 
Pay Top Dollar For Issue In Excellent Condition. DARRYL 
GOZDAN, 96 Eggert Rd., Buffalo, NY 14215. (134) _ 

EAST GERMAN “Ausweis” Border pass in Russian/German 
with red soviet seal. Unissued, room for photo. $6. Other 
documents available. D. Ewing, Box 993, Montpelier, VT 
05602. (134) 

« Guerilla Training ‘-Survival Medicine 
- „ • Seminars .■r* 

ALL TRAINING GIVEN BY GREEN BERETS 

BASE OFBRATIONjsCHOOL 

"Ktiawledge is Coinage" 



Airborne/Special Forces Skull 
Ring Handcast in Solid Stirling 
Silver 

• Beautifully toned 

and mirror polished. j \ 

• Money Back guarantee. 1 

• Please give Ring s\z% ©nly J\ 


UTHENTtC MAUZER 

# BAYQN ETS w ' ,h *° ,h 

' Still in original grease packing 


Send orders to: 1 
ACTION DESIGN 
P.O. Box 8372, 
Pine Bluff, Ark*4 






P.O. BOX 8904 
MESA, AZ 85204 


DUTCH VERSCHOOR 
892-0151 


I BUSHPILOT WINGS 

' BADGE QUALITY — CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 
1 SEND $6.95 TO: BUSHPILOT 


P.O. BOX 541384 


DALLAS, TX 75354-1384 



MILITARY PX 


P.O. Box 375 

Mt. Vernon, NY 10552 


DETECTION-SURVEILLANCE-DEBUGGING Latest high- 
tech equipment, kits, plans. Catalog $2. Detection Systems, 
2515 E. Thomas 16-864D, Phoenix. AZ 65016. (135) 

WWII WAR SOUVENIRS! Includes daggars, swords, helmets, 
everything! Illustrated catalog $10. (refundable). Disco, Box 
331-X Cedarburg, Wl 53012. (143) _ 

PROTECT YOURSELF FROM ELECTRONIC EAVSDROP- 
PING! Scrambler phones, transmitter detectors, tape recorder 
detectors, executive security products, surveillance books and 
much more! Catalog $3. (refundable) DIVERSIFIED 
WHOLESALE PRODUCTS, PO Box 1275, Redondo Beach, 
CA 90278. (139) 


MILITARY SURPLUS CATALOG! Over 120 pages of military, 
security, survival, recreational, clothing knives, and literature, 
genine Gl issue equipment for the military or outdoorsman. 
Send $2 (refunded on first purchase) to Eagle’s View Lodge, 
PO Box 557, Dept. SOF, Waterford Works, NJ 08089. (134) 


REMOVABLE TATTOOS Easy application, remove anytime, 
over 100 styles. Waterproof. For $2 catalogue and $5 sample, 
send to: TEMPORARYS, Box 378, Manchaug, MA 01526. 

(134) _ 

GOVERNMENT SEIZED HOMES from $1 you repair. Also 
properties for back taxes. For complete details and foreclosure 
list call; 1-615-822-2770, ext. 168, (135) 


EDINBURGH MILITARY TATTOO 
ONLY on Video * or to® first time $39.95 

75 minutes of pogeontry. precision formation marching ond -military 
ceremonial splendor. 

BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS 

Deportment 6 

P.O. Sox 50473. • Nashville. TN 37205 

MAGS MAGS MAGS: Standard and large capacity magazines 
available for most pistols and rifles, modern and obsolete. 
FREE SHIPPING on all orders. For FREE price list write to: 
PATHFINDER SALES, PO Box 10707, Gladstone, Ml 64118. 

(134) _ 

FIREWORKS, PYROTECHNICS SUPPLIES B and C Class, 
Chemicals, Fuse, Casings, Addresses of 20 Mailorder Com¬ 
panies and useful comments on each. Only $3. Patriotics, PO 
Box 538, Dept. S, Durham, NH 03824. (135) _ 

FOREIGN PASSPORTS, knighthood, honorary consular ti¬ 
tles, awards, books, and more: Phoenix, 1200 South Brand 
Ste. 3, Glendale, CA 91204, U.SA (135) _ 

POLICE OFFICERS WANTED National publication list current 
openings, giving salary and requirements. One year $29.95. 
Six months subscription $19.95. POLICE CAREER DIGEST, 
Dept. B, PO Box 1672, Eaton Park, FL 33840. (135) 

REMEMBER BASIC TRAINING? Former Green Beret, Pre¬ 
ston Ransone, brings it to life again on an audio cassette that 
will have you laughing and groaning. Send $9.95 to PMR 
Productions, Box 805, Hermosa Beach, CA 90254. (137) 

MOONSHINE a historical and instructional text with illustra¬ 
tions. Send $5 to Polygon SF., 64 Arnold Ave., West Babylon, 
NY 11704, (136) _ 

IS IT TRUE you can buy Jeeps for $44 through the U.S. 
Government? Get the facts today! Call 1-312-742-1142 Ext. 
331-A (137) _ 

RUSSIAN SELF-DEFENSE techniques as taught by a former 
officer of the elite Czar’s Guard. Send $10. R. Nichols, 3501 
West Rancho Dr., Phoenix, AZ 85019. (134) 

WWII RELICS! Cheaper than Globe, WWII Ltd., Collector’s 
Armory! Flags, daggers, medals, insignia, helmets. Illustrated 
catalog, $5 (refundable). Relics, Box 261 -D, Cambridge, MN 
55008. (139) 

n ' * .. 4**_*-J '•t*** - 


XXLG & XXXLG, M65 FIELD JACKETS Woodland Camo or 
O.D. Made to Government Specifications $80.00 ea. A.H.A., 
Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. MasterCard & VISA Accepted! 

(134) _ 

BUMPERSTICKER PRINTER. Cheap, simple, portable. Free 
details. Bumper, PO Box 22791 (ABM), Tampa, FL 33622. 

(134) _ 

S.E.A.L. GEAR, S.E.A.L Blue/Gold Reversible T-Shirts with 
SEAL Crest $18.00, Vietnam Tigerstripe UDT Swim Short 
$24.00, Khaki UDT Swim Short $20.00. Vietnam Tigerstripe 
Marine Type Cap $17.00. SEAL Metal Crests $14.00. A.HA, 
Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (134) _ 

JOBS, CRUISESHIPS, TUGS, SHIPS, RIVERBOATS, OIL¬ 
RIGS: Women/Men. Work month/home month. USA and 
Overseas. Information $3. Marine Employment, Box 242, Cen- 
tral, IN 47110. (137) _ 

WORLDWIDE CAMOUFLAGE & EQUIPMENT Catalog of 
Uniforms & Gear from the U.S. and 25 Countries. Catalog $.50 
- International Military Supply, Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 
(134) 


UNUSUAL 
BOOKS 



I 


OVER 900 TITLES—DISCOUNTED 

—MANY AVAILABLE NOWHERE ELSE— 

PRIVACY • UNDERGROUND BUSINESS • NEW IDENTITY 
BLACK MARKET • LEGAL SELF-HELP • SURVEILANCE 
SURVIVAL • DISGUISE • CRIME • REVENGE • CHEMISTRY 
EXOTIC WEAPONS • FIREWORKS • LOCATING PERSONS 
GET RICH • BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY • COMPUTERS 
TAX AVOIDANCE • GAMBLING • HIDING THINGS 
PLUS MANY OTHER CONTROVERSJAL SUBJECTS-DtSCOUNTED' 

GIANT 112 PAGE CATALOG—$1 rR*r.) 

ADD i' FOR DAY i-lriS-i a pj,?, mhhtv; . 


AN VIL • Box 640383F • El Pa&rj. TX 7W04 


BECOME A GUN DEALER! Professionally prepared Firearms 
Dealer Kit includes official forms, covers licensing, purchasing, 
records — EVERYTHING! List Hundreds of Top Wholesalers. 
GUARANTEED! $4.95. BUSINESS CONSULTANTS, PO Box 
1232-SOF, Uniontown, PA 15401. (136) 

VIETNAM “SPECIAL OPERATIONS” TIGERSTRIPE Uni 

forms as worn in 1968 and in the movie “THE GREEN BE¬ 
RETS”, Suit $70.00, Shortbrimmed Boonie Hats $16.00, 
Marine Type Cap $17.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221. MasterCard & VISA Accepted! (134) _ 

FREE KUNG FU LESSONS Guaranteed satisfaction. Send $1 
for postage. McLisa, PO Box 1755, Dept SF88L, Honolulu, HI 
96806. (146) _ 

THE INTELLIGENCE LIBRARY Many unusual informative 
books on Electronic Surveillance Weapons. Investigations, 
unusual technologies, documents, etc. Free brochures. MEN¬ 
TOR, Dept. G-2,135-53 Northern Blvd., Flushing, NY 11354. 
(141) 


Black Falcon 

BOMBER JACKET 


fl >Y\li2S 

\\ / / / ST.il ALL BLACK 

\\ / / / M TOP-GRAIN LEATHER 

V / / m-V especially tailored 

_ // FOR BIG-BORE 

“1 j/i If ) A SHOULDER HOLSTER 

A \ oA I it CONCEALMENT! 

I 1 l\ ) j I • This Is The Original 

0 \ \\ // \ DEUTSCH KOMMANDO' 

| / / I y ((/ Flight Jacket - Fully 

1 \ \ f t. \Y Lined w/lnside Map 

- ) ^ T Pocket, Zip Comp. On 

Sleeve, Double-Entry 
O'©AO \\uhH ' j Front Pockets, Heavily- 

-4A5>^/ 

■ Available in Even Sizes 38-52 
v 4 to 6 

"Worn By Adventurers, WEEK ONLY $229.95 Plus 5% 
Pilots and DEUVEFtY (Foreign — add 25%) Shipping & Ins. 
Soldier. World Wide" -p* Toughes , j acket Around 
















NOTICE TO READERS 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna¬ 
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con¬ 
sult the local law enforcement au¬ 
thorities in their area. 


RHODESIAN/SOUTH AFRICAN WAR BOOKS, unobtain¬ 
able USA. Write: Galago Publishing, PO Box 404, Alberton 
1450, South Africa, catalog $1. (136) _ 

WANTED WWi 1/KOREAN era tanks, APCs, ACs for restora 
tion. Send any photos available and information on condition, 
nationality, location, and price. Jerry, 802 N. Watford St., Sterl- 
ing, VA 22170. (134) _ 

BRIT. WWII STEEL HELMET w/liner and chin straps, V.G. 
$14.95 pp. Send $1 for current listings: Globe Militaria Inc., 
RFD 1 Box 269, Keene, NH 03431. (138) _ 

ORIGINAL CIA Black Book fo improvised weapons, 2 giant 
volumes reduced to pocket size. $12.95 ppd. Ground Zero, PO 
Box 228A, Croton, OH 43010. (140) _ 

IS YOUR LIFE WORTH 3 BUCKS? Our new catalog of milit¬ 
ary, outdoor, and survival gear is! Dog Tags $5.50 set. Ground 
Zero, PO Box 228A, Croton, OH 43013: (140) 


FREEDOM COUNTRY 



20 big acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at $9850 


. . .Trout fishing, backpacking 

camping. Elk, deer, moose, bear. ADJACENT to National 
Forests, near established towns. Yellowstone and Glacier 
National Parks nearby. GUARANTEED ACCESS, INSURED 
TITLE, WARRANTY DEED. FREE color brochure, photos, 
maps. 

— FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE — 

CALL TOLL FREE 1-800*592-5990 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 
210 Milwaukee Street, Dept. S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 • (406) 846-1000 


THE SURVIVAL CHECKLIST! Finally. Everything You 
Needed to Survive Natural or Man Made Disasters. Cost $5, 
Value priceless. Ground Zero, PO Box 228A, Croton, OH 
43013. (140) _ 

ARMY SURPLUS: Large inventory new and used, plus surviv¬ 
al items. Send $1 (refundable) for price list: Hugh Wade’s 
Oakshire Place, Hwy 51 South, Union City, TN 38261. (137) 

AUSTRALIAN ARMY CAMO Photo $2. Badges, patches, 
medals, full catalog $3. Ian M. Garland, 2/431 Williamstown 
Fid., Port Melbourne, 3207 Victoria, Australia. (134) 

INVESTIGATORS LICENSES Fifty State Directory $14.95, 
Postpaid. Infok/t on Commissioned Ranks, training, Custom 
Identification, Badges, $2. Includes Espionage Newsletter. 
Eagle, Box 6303, Corpus Christi, TX (SF) 78466. (141) 



The Most Powerful 
Slingshot in the world 


Jv? Pay Postage **e 

* More “muzzle*’ energy than some* .12 cal. cartridges. 

* Shoots 184 gr. lead ball (50 cal.) 200 ft. per sec. 

* Oyer 300 »ard range. 

* Kill instantly grouse, duck, squirrel, rabbit, raccoon, 

cat, dog, foi, badger, even coyote. 


* Shoots 50 cal. holes clear thru 1/4” plywood. 

* Up to 50 lb. draw (can you pull it ?) 

Slingshot with 4 extra power bands: *20- 
Extra power bands:*3 y per set. Ammo: *8** per 16. 






^ v* 


a? 




Will Send C.O.D. 702-361-S34I 

Ron Sinclair 279 E. Warm Springs Rd. #fi, Las Vagaa, hV 3= * £3 




STRUT 


FAR EAST 
JUNGLE FIGHTER 


YOUR 

★★★★ 

[STUFF 



You've been from HONG KONG to the MEKONG and from 
"NAM" to PHNOM PENH. You've seen ASIA'i BARS, 

BATTLES and BULLSHIT. You've known the WOMEN, the 
WEAPONS and the WHISKEY. You know the GOOD and the 
GOD-AWFUL and ail that's in between, so you'll appreciate the 
way this T-SHIRT pokes fun at the ironies and brings back the 
memories. 

FAR EAST JUNGLE FIGHTER T-shirts. We've got the' 
ORIGINALS. A SIX-COLOR screen print on the BEST QUAL¬ 
ITY 100% cotton, heavyweight, MADE IN U.S.A. T-shirt. U.S.- 
$12.50 plus $2.50 for shipping and handling. SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED or your money back. 

• VISA/MasterCard/Money Order/Check* 

A YANKEE TRADER INTERNATIONAL A 

124% Bennett Avenue, Dept. VN aT 

^ Long Beach, CA 90B03 

IaaAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA.AAAA.AAJJ 



KOREAN 
VETERANS 
RINGS 

Cast in stainless steel. 
Expertly modeled Korean 
Service medal and United 
Nations medal are displayed in bold relief on 
ring sides. Bezel reads KOREAN VETERAN. 

Red European spinel stone.. $69.95 

Birthstone . . 79.95 

10K Gold available (inquire for price) 

Size accuracy is very important due to the hard¬ 
ness of the metal. Allow 6-8 weeks delivery 
times. Add $2.00 for shipping. 

Major Don Wortman, USAF Retired 
EAGLE LTD. • 2051 Opal Drive 
Prescott, AZ 86301 • (602) 778-5656 


UNITED NATIONS military medals for service in Korea, Gaza, 
Observer, Pakistan, congo, New Guinea, Yemen, Cyprus, 
Middle East, Golan Heights or Lebanon. Full size $35 each. 
Militaria catalogue $2 (refundable) Invicta, 740 Gladstone, 
Ottawa, Canada. KIR 6X5. (134) _ 

DOG TAGS Set of 2 tags, long and short chain. 5 fifteen space 
lines. $5 per set. No extra charge for printing or shipping. Hill, 
2908 Elm Hill, Nashville, TN 37214. (140) _ 

CONFIDENTIAL MAIL FORWARDING Fast, easy, inexpen¬ 
sive and very, very private. Write for details ‘'SG", PO Box 
66302, Los Angeles, CA 90066. (134) _ 

QUALITY BOOT KNIFE! Twist of handle reveals second 
blade! With shoulder sheathl Money back guaranteed. Adults 
only. $24.95 JAPS, 6617 Fairdei Ave., Baltimore, MD 21206. 
(134) 


CABLE-TV BOXES 


, Descramblers • Converters 


FREE CATALOG 


TRANS-WORLD CABLE CO. 
12062 Southwest 117th Ct., Suite 126 
Miami, Florida 33186 
800-442-9333 


LE MERCENAIREI Monthly intelligence newsletter on terror¬ 
ism, communist subversion, covert operations. $15 year. $17 
overseas. Sample $2. LE MERCENAIRE, PO Box 507, 
Fredericktown, MO 63645. (141) 

FRENCH LEGION offer-Honor. Officer Rank, Distinction Ap¬ 
plication Cash $5 — adm. deGalbo, Box 875 Desjardins, Mon- 
treal Quebec, H5B1B9. (138) _ 

UNARMED COMBAT! Win violent encounters. Guaranteed. 
Ultra-powerful self-defense system. Hardcore book reveals 
secrets. $12 postpaid. Libra Enterprises, PO Box 719, Dept. 
SF, San Francisco, CA 94131-0719. (133) 


BUTTERFLY KNIVES 

The Folding BALISONG 
knives originated in the 
Philippines — used by their 
fighting forces. Now made into 
fine quality hunting knives. 

The blade is of surgical 
steel. The butterfly design 
protects the working 
portion of the knife. A 
lever locks the 
handle securely 
in the open or 
closed position. 

Model K98-P 

s 8 50 Ea. 

and s 1 so UPS charges 

WESTBURY SALES CO. 

DEPT P-12-SF 

156 Post Avenue 
Westbury, NY 11590 




QUALITY SURVIVAL KNIFE! Twist of handle reveals flash¬ 
light beam! Many more features! Money back guaranteed. 
Adults only. $24.95 JAP6, 6617 Fairdei Ave., Baltimore, MD 
21206. (134) _ 

DOG TAGSI GENUINE MILITARY IDI Double set with chain 
and silencers. SPECIAL! $5 each set. 5 lines, 15 characters 
each line. Send payment with your tag information to: ALLIED 
SURPLUS, DEPT. SFDT, 5618 Jefferson, New Orleans, LA 
70123. Army Surplus Catalog also available, only $1. (140) 



INTERNATIONAL SNOW CAMOUFLAGE Genuine Issue. 
Argentinian Snow Smcks $28.00, Canadian Lightweight Suit 
$45.00, German Snow Poncho $22.00, U.S. Army Snow 
Smocks $40.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver. CO 80221. (134) 

JR CAMO BDU JACKETS $15, 2 for $26: Pants $12, 2 for 
$22. all ppd, Sz 8-18, used, washed. Huge catalog $1. AMMO 
DUMP, 2607 Hennepin #410, Minneapolis, MN 55408. (140) 

U.N. OBSERVER/PEACEKEEPER BERETS Sky Blue Beret 
with U.N. Enameled Metal Crests $28.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, 
Denver. CO 80221. (134) ____ 



U-BOAT CAPTAIN'S CAP 

top Gold insignia and visor braid 
Leather chin strap State size wanted S89.00 

nights Cross with its 17” neck ribbon 
a’nd oak leaf with swords $21 00 

We pay postage. Our 224 page fully 
illustrated catalog (free with order) $5.00 

^ri4;CI»KiI»M irrnTT 
„ Box 2063 "F. St. Louis, MO 63158 


“101 WAYS TO EASE OUT OF THE RAT RACE” . start 
planning NOW! Over 200 pages tell how to change identity, 
drop your cost of living to zero, make your earnings tax free, 
where to move for privacy and much more! $14.95 to: Cheribe 
Publishing Co., Box 100, Wolverton, MN 56594. (139) 


LAW ROUND, INERT 

66MM NEW $65 

shipping included 
V1SA/MC 
CODs $3 



product catalog 602-749-5730 

C&T ENTERPRISES 

P.O. Box 18564 Tucson, AZ 85712 


108 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


DECEMBER 88 





























STATEMENT OF OWNEMWJ MANAO^«NT AND CIRCULATION 

SOLO IQ! Of fWIUNE 

>i.nuT’|»T‘ 

9 / 1/88 

i r*tn***v Of Oftrt 

hoattUy 

1* NO OR 

12 

** *VMCfti>T!ON 

$ 28.00 

5735 JUTipatoa St. BauliMc, Colorado 80303 

Lo-UU . 00*111 « rWl HiAOCHMKTIU or «MMUUII*lOO*lia 40 l TWMftlWW r'-',— 

5735 ATAptho* St. SauliMc, Colorado BWOJ 

* t wtv kMUrti AHOcotar1 1 T« MAH rf*, * 00 * 4 as Q* AAUWR. f o*ro». AWO UAMAOMC fO'TO*rfkM. .NWNU 7 wur M UMII 

unit x. ftrwn 5735 WaprtM St. Bouldar, Colorado 60303 

SM ft* ftfcOVft 

JU 5735 MapMw* St. BoukMr, Colortdo 60303 

1 


sir- 

toStt kTb^Tuool «t«X) - 

»is •si:;~B^ia^:iaidr'ab"B 8 xn 

* »NM •ONOH(*.D4*S, MOftTQACAf*. A*f> OtWf* ttCUWTY K 
AMOUNT Of KMtt. UORTOAMt Oft OTK<* ft CuMTltt ( if wwn 

)t D**t OrniMQ Oft N 04 .WNC 1 rtftCtftT Oft Of TOTAL 

t ton WW-ttiim »T Mwmotlt OWwiKIKIII WWW zto 

- - 

QWWiaiU 9 M« Q SuoMMUonMa . .. 

w or cnevomoft 



A TOliAkO com 

287,647 

283.381 

i 

?! 

101,479 

96.316 


31,302 

30,254 

c. total MtoctftbtiATioMr*'** 

132,781 

128,570 

O, PMC MtRlIUTlON SY MAIL CftftftHft Oft OTMtft W*Nl 
(Aim COtftVIUWTARY.AROOTWR 9 Ml CQ*U 

675 

680 

*. TOVM.D'fTMJllOft 

133.456 

129,250 

* NOT QftrWUKtUQ _ 

6.997 

6,657 


147,194 

147.474 

urat ‘ i —--it 

287,647 

283,381 

" r>TP 

JO T.TLI O* COiTOft. Ultimo* mjtmcu MANACift. Oft 0 NUR 

T-A* 6 usU»m» Itanw 


JO» tSMUul'nxt 



“PHONES BUGGED??” Find Out! Easy to follow steps writ¬ 
ten by expert. No expensive equipment. Residential only. De- 
tails $5. Box 3255, Boston, MA 02101. (139)_ 

GET M.A.D.... AND GET EVEN with drivers behind you who 
won't dim their lights. M.A.D. (Mirror Aiming Device) works like 
a gunsight for your rear view mirror. Guaranteed. $ 1 2.95 post- 
paid. Action Auto, PO Box 606, LaPlace, LA 70069 (135) 

COLLECTOR REPLICA AIRGUNS: M16, M203, CAR15, 
M60, AK74, UZI, HK, pistols, accessories, competitive prices. 
Send two fifty cent stamps for catalog. AEL Airsoft, PO Box 
10553, Oakland, CA 94601. (134) 


ROOM SURVEILLANCE 
TELEPHONE 



This telephone looks and works like a normal telephone, 
except, it has a secret built in room monitor 
If anyone else calls this telephone, it nngs and works as usual, and the monitor 
will not turn on 

Only YOU can call and listen to all room conversations by using a secret code, 
and never be detected’ 

5175.00 — 6 month Warranty — Phone Tap Catalog S3 03 
USTEH Elf CTRONICS. 603 Elgin. Muskogee. OK 7*401. 1-BOO-633-TAPS 


FREE CATALOGI Army Navy surplus, collectible WWII items, 
medals, flags, weapons. Send (5) 22c stamps postage. Ammo 
Dump, 2607 Hennepin #433, Minneapolis, MN 55408. (140) 

FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION CAMOUFLAGE Current Issue 
F-1 Suits in “Lizard” Camo, New $68.00, Camo Caps $15.00, 
Same Suit in O.D. $65.00, A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221, SPECIAL: 1960’s Bigeard Camo Caps $17.00. (134) 

FAMOUS GERMAN JACK BOOTS $59 ppd. Sz 6-12 Limited 
Supply, Used #1 Condition. Catalog 1000’s Items $1. AMMO 
DUMP, 2607 Henepin #405, Minneapolis, MN 55400. (140) 



Military Supply 


P.O. Box 2568 • Columbus. GA 31902 U.S.A. 



$12.95 

100% RIP 
STOP COTTON 


Colors; Black, 
, O.D. Green 
'Sizes: 7, 7V4, 7Vz 


EMBROIDERED 
NAME TAG 
Add $2.95 


Add $3.00 Shipping 


1-800-247-4541 


GA Call Collect (404) 609-3455 


Catalog $2.00 
Refundable with order 


m m m-*m 



LEATHER 
BACKPACK ^ 


ONLY 


BONUS: ORDER NOW 
RECEIVE A COMPASS FREE 


HISTOHIC EXPLORERS of America 
required backpacks that were tough! 
Now YOU can enjoy the richness 
(smell that leather) and durability of 
soft, 100% leather in this modem ver¬ 
sion of the famous trail pack of 
yesteryear. Rich golden color. All 
chrome hardware. Roomy I4"x17"x5" 
cargo compartment plus 3 handy ex¬ 
pandable outside pockets. 2" wide ad¬ 
justable shoulder strapa Offera 1,000 
uses for any ourdooraman and a touch 
of class for those "long hours on the 
trail." Send £29.50 + £2.00 delivery. 
Use 30 days, money back If not 
pleased. MasterCard & Visa accepted 
(phone 312-445-6166). C O D. require 


$5. deposit. Ordertoday! Midwest Company, Dept. L-471 1,9043 S. Wesl 
Ave., Chicago, ILL 60620. Special 2 packs for S59 prepaid. Our 50th y 


MILITARY COLLECTORS 

postpaid. • German War Badges • postpaid. 


Sub — Iron Cross — Wound 

Your choice any one = $8.00 or all 3 = $20.00. All are 
full size, not miniatures. These made from originals. Your 
choice W.W. £1 or tt 2 (state choice). We have most 
complete slock of W.W. #2 German badges-caps-flags, 

etc. in M III II III || II I III I Hill II !■ 

Postpaid. (Sent free with any order). 

Our 224 page fully illustrated CATALOG - $5.00. 

W.W. a Ltd. Box 2063f, St. Louis, Mo. 63158 


RUSSIAN GEAR Catalog of Original & Reproduction Uniforms 
& Insignia, Send $ 1.00 for Photo/Catatog. A.H.A., Box 21606, 
Denver, CO 80221. (134)_ 

Gl TWO MAN TENTS WITH STAKES AND POLES $19.00 
ppd. Grenade Butane Lighter & Complete Catalog $3. or FREE 
WITH ORDER! AMMO DUMP, 2607 Hennepin #414, Min¬ 
neapolis, MN 55408. (140) 


SURVEILLANCE 

Investigative and security aids, optical equip¬ 
ment, executive protection, communications 
and countermeasures. 

Send $2.00 to the Surveillance Specialists - 
Sherwood Communications Assoc, Ltd. 
P.O. Box 53S S Southampton, PA 18966 
( 215 ) 357-9065 


HANDGRENADES U.S. Issue with Correct Color & Markings. 
Mk 2 , M26 & M33 only $8.50 ea. Goldclad Executive version 
$14,00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (134) 

RHODESIA VETS AND RHODESIANS Contact RVA, PO Box 
1221, Agora Hills, CA 91301 or call (213) 234-9201. The RVA 
is a non-political, non-military/paramilitary organization. (142) 

BINOCULARS, SPOTTING SCOPES, NIGHT VISION Free 
Catalog! Finest Brand names and lowest prices. Steiner, Swar- 
ovski, Zeiss, Nikon, Bushnell. Special: Steiner 7x50VWST 
Israeli Army issue with military recycle. 95% plus Light trans¬ 
mission. Exclusively ours! NIB $469. Optical Advantage, Box 
32791-F9, Baltimore, MD 21200. (301) 653-3306. (134) 


fiCGlMCNTfti INSIGNIA St UICAPONAV 



• SAS • RAF • BLACK UJATCH 

• PARA • AM • CAMERONS 

• ASDG * AN * GUARDS etc. 


Import Catalog $2.00 


BRITISH ACGALIA IMPORTS 


Deparkment-6 

P.O. Box 50473 • Nashville, TN 37205 


PINS REPRODUCED POSTAGE STAMP PINS honoring 
Vietnam Wall Memorial, Americari Legion, VFW, POW/MIA. 
$4 each plus 2.25 S&H. Quantity Discounts. Show your pride in 
serving your country. Pack ‘N’ Mail 3952 East 42nd St., Ste. S, 
Odessa. TX 79762. (915) 367-8525. (134) 


COMMANDO DAGGER: The Complete Illustrated History of 
the Fairbaim-Sykes Fighting Knife — by Leroy Thompson, 
forward by Col. Rex Applegate; invaluable to collectors and 
those interested in combat knives and knife fighting 8 Vf 2 x 11 , 
clothbound 89 photos, 176pp. Order now! Send $28. ppd. to 
PALADIN PRESS, PO Box 1307-8JQK, Boulder, CO 80306. 
(134)_ 

KICKASSI More Mayhem From the Master of Malice—by 
George Hayduke. This latest revenge-filled opus will satisfy 
your thirst for vengeance: all-new techniques! S'/ 2 xB'/ 2 , hard¬ 
cover, 196pp. Send $21.45 ppd. to: PALADIN PRESS, PO Box 
1307-9AQK, Boulder, CO 80306. (136) 


★★★★★★★★★★ 

WATCH FOR OUR 

NEW 

EASY TO READ 
INDEXED 
CLASSIFIED 
SECTION 
IN JANUARY 
★★★★★★★★★★ 


OFFSHORE JOBS! Immediate Openings! All Skills! $15,000/ 
$75,000! USA/Overseas! Work Month/Home Month! FREE 
ROOM AND BOARD! FREE DETAILS! Offshore, Box 4470- 
10, Biloxi, MS 39531. (send stamp) (134) 

YESI BECOME A COMMISSIONED OFFICER in the U.S. 
Military. Commissioned officer tells how. Send $4: Karen 
Taylor, 2333 Duncan Dr.# 1 , Fairborn, OH 45324. (134) 

PRIVATE/CONFIDENTIAL OVERSEAS MAIL DROP Profes- 
sional remailing/forwarding. Economical rates. Private num¬ 
bered address $24.95/year. KATTEGAT, TSTPO 98100 Kow- 
loon, HONGKONG. (142)_ 

COMBAT FLIERS SCARVES white, pure silk. 70”L x 9”W. 
$24.95 ppd. Check or money order only. Mulberry Lane, Box 
196, Newport, VT 05855. (137)_ 

VIETNAM COLLECTOR? VETERAN? Patches, books, Dl 
pins, T-shirts, New; Grenada, Lebanon tributes. Catalog $ 1 . 
Satgong, Box 177VF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (138) 


WWII GERMAN MILITARIA: Insignia, flags, medals, uni¬ 
forms, daggers, camouflage, books. World’s biggest catalog, 
$2. Kruppr, Box 177SF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (138) 


MILITARY HISTORY 

ON VIDEOCASSETTE 

See military history come alive—as it actually happened! 
Our illustrated catalog of over 300 titles features hard-to- 
find original material showing both sides of all major 20th j 
Century wars from World War 1 through the Falklands j 
campaign. For your copy of our catalog send SI .00 to: • 

SSI 

INTERNATIONAL HISTORIC FILMS, INC. 1 
Box 29035, Chicago, IL 6062S 

3ept. 11 

1 


“NAVY SEALS IN VIETNAM” The Truth! First Video 
documentary co-written by SEAL TEAM ONE members. Cov¬ 
ers uniforms, weapons, equipment, operations; all gear pecul¬ 
iar to SEAL use $15.95. ALSO AVAILABLE: for the FIRST 
TIME “U.S. NAVY SEALS ON PATROL” Rare footage of Real 
SEALS on patrol in VIETNAM! Shot in Vietnam in 1968 by 
SEAL TEAM ONE members. See entire operation performed 
and explained! A MUST for any serious collector $21.95. also 
available: "MEN WITH GREEN FACES" and “SOMEONE 
SPECIAL" NAVY special warfare tapes $24.95 each. $AVE 
get all four tapes only $76.95! Profits from all sales donated to 
the UDT-SEAL MUSEUM fund for a BRONZE STATUE in 
memory of all SEALS killed in action. LOT! GROUP PRODUC¬ 
TIONS. Dept. “A" 8341 SW 157 Ave., Ste. 311 Miami, FL 
33193. (134)_ 

PRIVATE MAIL SERVICE, Letters, packages, whatever, re¬ 
route, hold or rendezvou at your convenience. Wilson, PO Box 
22, Amherst. OH 44001. (141) 


ARREST Vlolatonlj 



Wear the Badge of a 

DETECTIVE 



NO PREVIOUS TRAINING NEEDED 

* Your s P irit °f adventure, danger, and 
Sn self reliance can lead you to an exett* 
ing career opportunity. Solve myster¬ 
ies, bring criminals to justice, protect 
the innocent. Experts guide you every 
step of the way. Men and women 
needed to work in challenging situa¬ 
tions, withstanding hardships, 
L make on the spot decisions. 
Learn the latest investiga¬ 
tive techniques using special 
law enforcement equipment 
. the same equipment 
used by the FBI, the CIA, and the Secret Service. Start your 
awn investigative agency. Save up to 2556 and more on all 
equipment. Send for free details 

Approved by Calif. Dept, of Public Instruct. 

r THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training _ 

I DEPT. SF811, P.O. Box 25750, Santa Ana, CA 92799 *. 

Rush me your " Detective” Career Kit—No salesman will carj 

i M -*._» 


USE 
SECRET 
EQUIPMENT 

WrwIOmi Equlpm**. 
CrimiMlin Ktti. M««t. 
Irtokiu lilipkOMt. U| 
mMwt, Lockptck Sans, 
BaNtt-Praol Witt, tatraraA 

JgjSO/SXT 
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NOTICE TO READERS 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna¬ 
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con¬ 
sult the local law enforcement au¬ 
thorities in their area. 


GENUINE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES surplus clo¬ 
thing equipment, etc. Send $1 for current catalog: Pederg- 
nana, PO Box 1062, Oakpark, IL 60304. (139) _ 

S,J,EX.CO.LTD. is proud to announce Catalog Number Six, 
with 600 medals, daggers, war art, accoutrements, parapher¬ 
nalia of the Europa Axis Era. Inspection time with money back 
guaranteed satisfaction. Yearly subscription $10. Sample 
$3.50. Box 3443, Scottsdale, AZ 85271-3443. (134) 


MILITARY SURPLUS 

Genuine U.S. Military clothing and equipment, 
manuals, uniform devices and much more. 

To receive catalog, in U.S., send self-addressed 
stamped (39 cent) envelope, outside U.S. $2.00. 

J.R. SALES CO. 

P.O. BOX 4253F 
LANCASTER, CA 93539-4253 


HAVE A CANADIAN ADDRESS Confidential, dependable. 
Write: Security Mail Sen/ices, PO Box 404 Winnipeg, Manitoba 
R3M 3V3 Phone: (204) 788-4656. (129) _ 

SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (Candles, bombs, pots, 
grenades) Largest, most extensive selection of new smoke 
products. Send $2 (refundable with order) for catalogue of 
these and much morel Signus, Box 33712-ZK, Phoenix, AZ 
85067. (140) 

BOATS, GUNBOATS AND ASSAULT CRAFT High speed, 
small arms bullet proof. Custom built to military specs to do 
your job. Silver Ships, Inc., Box 161221, Mobile, AL 36616. 
(205) 478-7000. (134) 


<^r>—< 625 MAGNUM’" >-< 


• Our .625 Cal. Blowguns are up to 20% Faster and More Powerful than 
the smaller .38 to .40 Cal. Blowguns. 

• Our Blowgun out-performs C0 2 pellet guns. 


• Each Blowgun comes with 1 dart clip, 24 all purpose darts, 6 
broad head darts, 6 stun darts, and rubber tip .... 2 Ft Model $25.50,3 
Ft Model $27.50,4 Ft Model $29.50, 4 FL Take Down Model $31.50. 


Accept VISA — MasterCard — $2.50 shipping & handling on all orders. 
To order our free catalog call 602-855-8095 
J.R. STUPER0 • PO Box 209-2 • Lake Havasu, AZ 86403 


$3 GETS 1,000 ITEM FULLY ILLUSTRATED Military Surplus 
Catalog, deduct $3. — first order, new-used military surplus, 
clothing, camping gear, survival gear, war games supplies. 
OLD SARGEP.X., 4344 Archer Ave., Dept. 171-9, Chicago, IL 
60632. (139) 


VIETNAM VETS & COLLECTORS: Combat tapes, books, 
souvenirs, posters, militaria and more. Send two 25-cent 
stamps for catalog. Bien Hoa Productions, (DSOF), Box 56, 
Fayetteville, AK 72702. (140) 


PRIVATE INVESTIGATION home study course. Get started in 
a high paying career. Free information. Central Investigation, 
Box 1894A, Provo, UT 84603. (134) 


CRIMEFIGHTERS send $2 for Police Catalog. B-Bec SF1187 
Box 444, Los Alamitos, CA 90702. (137) 


DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Protect property. Win custody you 
want. Sharpest tactics revealed. 228-page book, $14.95. 
Guaranteed. EDEN PRESS, PO Box 8410-DD, Fountain Val- 
iey, CA 92728. (134) __ 

GET FOREIGN PASSPORTS. 26 countries analyzed. Legal 
requirements, inside information. Free details. EDEN PRESS, 
Box 8410-FP, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. (134) _ 

FREE 32-PAGE PRIVACY CATALOGI Low-profile methods. 
Asset protection. Secret hiding places. Home businesses, 
cash income opportunities. Get new credit, jobs, degrees. 
EDEN PRESS, PO Box 8410-SR, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. 
(134) _ 

SUPPORT 

SOF 

ADVERTISERS 


VIETNAM 
VETERANS 
RINGS 

cWMF/F. Hart 
Royalties go to Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial Fund 

Cast in stainless steel. Expertly modeled 
Vietnam Veterans’ statue and the RVN medal 
are displayed in bold relief on ring sides. Bezel 
reads VIETNAM VETERAN. 


Red or Blue European spinel stones . $64.95. 

Marine Corp emblem mounted on red stone . $74.95. 

Green spinel and birthstones available . $74.95. 


Size accuracy is very important due to the hardness of 
the metal. Allow 6-8 weeks delivery times. Add $2.00 
for shipping. 

Major Don Wortman, USAF Retired 
EAGLE LTD • 2051 Opal Dr. 

Prescott, AZ 86301 • (602) 778-5656 



1989 3RD REICH COLLECTORS CALENDAR 8"x10” Color 
photos of the finest edged weapons, uniforms, hats & medals 
captured during WWII. $8.95, Sir Red Publications, PO Box 
34594F, Richmond, VA 23237. (134) _ 

DEGREES IN POLITICAL SCIENCE Security, Business 
Administration, etc. through Home Study. Catalog $3, $6 Fore¬ 
ign (American currency) ST. JOHN’S UNIVERSITY, 31916 
Pat's Lane (SF), Springfield, LA 70462. (140) _ 

TERMPAPER ASSISTANCE 15,278 papers available! 306- 
page catalog—rush $2. Research, 11322 Idaho, #206EX, Los 
Angeles, CA 90025. TOLL FREE HOTLINE: 800-351-0222. 
(California: 213-477-8226). (136) _ 

TRIPLE YOUR DEFENSE POWER Calasanz Karate and 
Kung Fu System can be learned from Video Library. Begin with 
‘‘Nunchaku" Explosive action, easy to follow. Send $15 plus $2 
S/H. Superior Oriental Martial Arts Supply, Inc., 176 Main St., 
Norwalk, CT 06851. (134) 

KNIVES, SURVIVAL GEAR Wholesale, Volume discounts, 
top quality, satisfaction guaranteed. Catalog $1. Rebitski & 
Co., DSF, 2770 Sherry Lane, Green Bay, Wl 54302. (140) 

MOVING FAST? Keep a permanent address for as low as 
$7/month. Not a box number but your own address and ste. 
number. Also available: phone number, remailing, mail for¬ 
warding and more. ALL CONFIDENTIAL. For information en¬ 
close a stamp to: The Branch Office, 3341 W. Peoria Ave., 
Phoenix, AZ 85029. (136) _ 

RHODESIAN AND SOUTH AFRICAN uniforms and insignia 
list $1. Catalog of World Military Uniforms and equipment $5. 
Camo Dump, PO Box 1674, Kankakee IL 60901. (134) 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination/conspiracy re¬ 
search materials: videocassettes, audiotapes, photographs, 
literature, catalogue $3. Collector’s Archives, Box 2, Beacons- 
field, Quebec, Canada H9W 5T6. (137) _ 

THE GOOSE FARM If there is a need to keep your private life 
’private’, that is our business,' our only business. Mail, code, 
complete. Merc, and Vietnam vets Vfe on all services. We are 
the Goose Farm, PO Box 1213, Mount Pleasant, TX 75455. 
(134) _ 

SURPLUS BONANZAII Buy Direct from Government. We 
show you howl Your area; (Guaranteed!!!) Official Directory; 
$3. Sandhill Surplus, Dept SFA, Box 336, Roswell, NM 88202. 
(139) _ 

BE A GUN DEALER! Buy Firearms Wholesale!! Kit includes 
License Application; Instructions; Advice. Sell from Home/ 
Apartment. $5. Sandhill Arms, Dept. SF1, Box 336, Roswell, 
NM 88202. (139) _ 

FREE DISCOUNT KNIFE Catalog. Major brands, military, 
daggers, swords, butterfly, stars, airguns, gift with order. Save. 
Write! Midwest C-5511, 9043 South Western, Chicago, IL 
60621.(134) 


LATEST MODEL 6 SHOT 

ITALIAN AUTOMATIC TEAR GAS GUN 


«vjQ95 

▼^POSTPAID 

Fires 22 cal. tear 
as or blank ammo, 
olid metal. 6 sho f 
fed. Rapid firing, 
structions. 

For self-protection, theatre, do< 
training, sports. Purchaser must 
be over 21. Money back guarantee, 




INTRIQUE PUBLICATIONS 

SURVIVAL • DISGUISE • PRIVACY 
LEGAL SELF HELP • UNDERGROUND BUSINESS 
NEW IDENTITY • NEW WAYS OF FIGHTING BACK 
THESE AND MANY MORE CONTROVERSIAL 
SUBJECTS AVAILABLE 

HUGE 64-Pg DISCOUNT CATALOG — $1.00 (ref.) 

INTRIQUE • 1008X Tenth St. Sacramento, CA 95814 


TRACE MISSING PERSONS big money and adventure with 
our proven professional techniques. Learn how in our critically 
acclaimed bestseller. Send $14.95 to: Tower Hill Press, PO 
Box 1132, Doylestown, PA 18901. (142) _ 

PROFESSIONAL HUNTING & Throwing Knives Free Catalog 
and Throwing Instructions. Send self addressed stamped en¬ 
velope to: Tru-Bal "S”, PO Box 1281, Cape Canaveral, FL 
32920. (136) _ 

REMAILING: WEST GERMANY $2 includes postage. Con¬ 
fidential forwarding, receiving, holding. Brochure $1. TWG, 
Postfach 1151, 6460 Gelnhausen, West Germany. (136) 


Wk • .. 

8 " 

440 C V ' 
Blade with 
Saw Teeth 
That Work! 

13” overall 
length. 

All stainless steel 
construction with 
combat sheath. 




Offering 

My Hollow Handle 
Survival & Combat Knife 

Non-Glare Mat Combat Finish 

Only 

e $ 225 °° 


Knives 


Custom Handmade Knives 
by Robert Parish 
1922 Spartanburg Hwy. Hendersonville, NC 28739 
Phone (704) 692-3466 
"Send $2.00 for complete catalog.” 



RHODESIAN AND SOUTH AFRICAN BADGES medals, 
books and militaria. Send $1 for list. Kaplans, Box 232, Germis- 
ton, SOUTH AFRICA. (134) _ 

UNUSUAL BOOKS Over 500 Exciting Titles! Exotic weapon¬ 
ry, Martial Arts, Military, Crime, Surveillance, Chemistry, Fire¬ 
works, Survival, Knives, Government Surplus, Videos and 
MUCH MORE! Eye-Opening Catalog $2 plus FREE copy 
ALPHA FORCE NEWSLETTER. ALPHA PUBLICATIONS, 
PO Box 92-SF Sharon Center, OH 44274. (134) 



GET THE ADVANTAGE! The following supplies will get you 
respect, protect you, and give you the advantage! Authentic 
badges made from diecast steel: SPECIAL POLICE, SPECIAL 
OFFICER, SECURITY GUARD. Silver, $13.00. Gold, $15.00. 
Optional I.D. badge case, $6.00. Handcuffs: Police issue style, 
double lock, nickel plated, $24.00. Handcuff carrying case: 
Heavy gauge black leather with belt hook, $19.00. In today’s 
world, you need the advantage! We have what it takes. All 
prices include S/H. Send cash, check, or M.O. to: Ideal Dis- 
count, 288 Main St., Brockton, Ma 02401. (138) _ 

SURVIVAL PREPAREDNESS List of free self-study courses 
on natural, technological, nuclear crisis, $2. Books/Discount 
Catalog, $1. LDW, PO Box 611 - SOF, Austin, MN 55912. 
(134) 





• Dept. SOF 
, 07860 


Gl SUPPLY R.D. #10, BOX 10419 ■ 

Gl NEWTON, N.J. 

JE lr '\ U S. LARGE COMBAT 

FIELD PACK 

> WITH FRAME jic2-aucipack) 

>00 

SPECIAL 


Send $2.00 
For 200 Item Catalog! 


WITH mARIE (icz 

* 118 ' 


Original and current is 

Mission Model has a total of 6 outside pockets. 
‘D’ rings inside the main compartment to shorten 
pack if not filled to capacity. Our pack is complete 
with Gl Frame straps, Kidney Belt, etc. Rip Stop 
0.0. Nylon will carry 70 lbs. easy. 

ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS: Money Order, personal 
checks or Visa & Master Card gladly accepted. NO 
— COO’s. All merchandise is 100% guaranteed. Residents 

Z2Z(201)948-6260<5® of Alaska, Hawaii and Puerto Rico add 5% for shipping. 
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NOW AVAILABLE! 


The Original adventurer , s ™« 

BULLWHIP 

Thick, 
High-Grade 
Leather 

From: 

CATTLE BARON” LEATHER CO, 

SHLJD LfATHFR COBE - The ORIGfHAL As 


• Original “Ruddy- 
Brown" Color 

• LEATHER COVERED 
HANDLE & BALL W/ 
WRIST LOOP 

TARGET USE 

. , . * 11 c a HUBS: ORIGINAL 10 Ft. length *129-95 

Add 5% Shipping & Ins. In U.S.A. ExIra ^ 12 Ft J1 49.95 

LEATHER BELT CARRIER *9- 95 
• A FORMIDABLE SURVIVAL TOOL • 

When Swung Property,, KINETIC ENERGY Makes 
the W a the ADVENTURER'S BULLWHIP- MOVE 
AT OVER 14Q0 FEET PER SECOND- 
• WHP-MANDUNG Instructors Included, 

The WGHEST QUALITY. TOUGHEST BUUWHIPS 
Ava(table - Perfectly BALANCED Ftx ACCURACY. 



- Foreign Add 25% - 


NOTE THESE BULLWHIPS 
ARE NOT TOYS 4 NOT CHEAP 
FOflfIGN MAGE SOUVENIRS 
- THEY AHE GENUINE, 

fMC WLL^J-HAEJ. 


r QUR TEXAS fACIM T SY 


CREDIT CARD PHONE ORDERS Call (512) 697-8900 
Send VISA CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 

- MC, Check P.O. Box 100724 Dept. SOF-12 kri 

\\ or M.O. TO SAN ANTONIO. TEXAS 78201 M 


WAR WITH EMPTY HANDS by Lenox Cramer, former 5th 
Special Forces (SOG) Hardcore Full Contact Martial Arts! 
$16.95 Postpaid. UNUSUAL BOOK CATALOG $2. ALPHA 
PUBLICATIONS, PO Box 92-WH, Sharon Center, OH 44274. 
(134) _ 

NUCLEAR SURVIVAL: Build effective fallout shelter. Includes 
plans, checklist of items to stockpile, important mail order 
sources, plus other Disaster Preparedness information. Send 
$5 to: American Enterprises. Box 11081, San Diego, CA 
92111. (134)_ 

FREE MARTIAL ART CATALOG Discount prices. Weapons, 
stars, knives, uniforms, hundreds of items. American Liquida¬ 
tors, 4009 P.C.H., Torrance, CA 90505. (134) 


i FIND MONEY! 

WITH YOUR DOG! 

Easily Train Any Dog 
For free information 
send S.A.S.E. to: 

RETRIEVER 

P.O. Box 46166, Seattle, WA 98126 



UNITED GUN OWNERS OF AMERICA Wants you to become 
a member of this non-profit organization. Send for Free Ap¬ 
plication and report mail to Sherri Beardslee, 804 N.E. 11th, 
Wagoner, OK 74467. (134) 

INVESTIGATOR’S LICENSES, Commissioned Rank oppor¬ 
tunities. Training, badges, equipment. No exams/experience. 
Details $1 (refundable). Box 6303, Corpus Christi, TX 78411. 
(134)_ 

RANGER, AIRBORNE, BODYGUARD Training. Catalog and 
information $5 ($7 foreign) USTC, 2020 N. Broadway, Ste. 
103. Santa Ana, CA 92706. (140)_ 

CADILLACS, MERCEDES, PORCHES, etc. direct from Gov¬ 
ernment. Seized in drug raids. Available your area. Save 
$ltiousands$. 216-453-3000. Ext. A8184. (134)_ 

PHASE CONVERTER, Make your own. Run any three phase 
equipment. Simple, inexpensive conversion. Complete dia¬ 
grams and plans $15. 812-876-2171, Western Resources, PO 
Box 46, Spencer, IN 47460. (136) _ 

FOREIGN CAMOUFLAGE jacket and trousers. All mint, un¬ 
issued. Cypriot $75, Spanish $55, Some Brazilian left with cap 
$70. Also: Omani, special NATO tan and water camouflage, 
Egyptian, others. C.O.D. Available $3 shipping. (812) 876- 
2171, Western Survival, PO Box 48, Spencer, IN 47460. (135) 

FIREWORKS: Fun, safe, top quality, lowest prices catalog $1. 
Westshore Fireworks Inc., 6641 E, Dewey SI8, Fountain, Ml 
49410. (135)_ 

WORLD INTEL REPORT: Hot spots! Weapons! Intel! Analy¬ 
sis! US$3 for sample. US$32.50 for 24 issues (one year 
guaranteed). Robert C. Smith, PO Box 1265, Merchantville, NJ 
08109-0265. (135)_ 

SEXY ADVENTURE TRAVELOGUE Video on Thailand. Exo¬ 
tic women, beautiful scenes. A man’s tropical paradise. Send 
$29.95 plus $3 S/H to: Sunwest Productions, PO Box 9905F, 
San Diego, CA 92109. Visa/MC call 1-800-365-8433. (136) 


HAT PINS - PATCHES - FLAGS 


600+ MILITARY DESIGNS 

FREE 24 Page ILLUS. CATALOG 
WE DO CUSTOM WORK 
Dealer Inquires Welcome 

HOOVER’S MFG. CO. 

4015SF PROGRESS BLVD 

PERU, IL 61354 

(815) 223-1159, Ask For David 



W.W. II COLLECTORS I 



HatsBadges-Medals of all Nations. 
U.S. Officer’s Cap (new from 
original U.S. maker), tan with 
brown leather visor, chin strap 
and U.S. Eagle pin. State size S, 
M, or Lg...$58.00 


W.W.#2 Ltd Box 2063-T, St. Louis, MO 63150 


LETTERS REMAILED $1 each. Confidential, dependable. 
Send mail, instructions, payment to: B. Thomas, PO Box 
022083, Brooklyn NY 11202-0045. Low bulk/yearly rates. 
Questions? Send SASE. (134)_ 

BAYONETS-CHILEAN, SWEDISH, MAUSER, etc. Free List. 
Send name, address to Bacon Creek Gun Shop. PO Box 814, 
Corbin, KY 40701-0814 USA (135) 


LAW BADGES AND PATCHES send $1 for list or $6 for 12 
monthly list. BPEC SF1287, Box 444, Los Alamitos CA 90702. 
(137)_ 

MILITARY ELECTRONICS CPRC-26 Infantry Manpack 
Radio, compact, 50-54 MHz FM, Receiver-Transmitter sec¬ 
tions, case, antenna, crystal: $17.50 apiece complete, $32.50/ 
pair. Patrol Seismic Intrusion Device ("PSID") TRC-3: $42.50 
apiece, $147.50/set of four. R-108 Vehicular/Field Receiver, 
20-28 MHz: $27.50 mint. Baytronics, PO Box 591, Sandusky, 
OH 44870. (139)_ 

IMPORT-EXPORT a home business, or a great side business 
for adventurers. Details. Birdco, Box 1249-SF, Chiefland, FL 
32626. (139)_ 

BRITISH MILITARIA, Authentic Collectibles from the 1800’s 
through WWII, Royal Air Force, Royal Navy, Royal Marines, 
Parachute Regiment, S.A.S. insignia, headwear, badges, uni¬ 
forms, medals, Boer war helmets, etc. Send $5 for catalog, $12 
overseas. British Collectibles Ltd., Dept. A, 2113 Wilshire 
Blvd., Santa Monica, CA 90403. (136) 

MOST UNIQUE, INFORMATIVE, Realistic knive fighting book 
ever published! Put ’Em Down-Take 'Em Out-Knife Fighting 
Techniques from Folsom Prison, by Don Pentecost, Paladin 
Press. $12.95 plus $2 P/H. Make check payable: Don Pente¬ 
cost (PO Box 172, Lake Elsinore, CA 92331). Free Information, 
additional products: Amis-Kali, Philippine training. Tired of Ihe 
same old B.S.? The latest counter-violence of America’s 
toughest maximum security prison. Leam from the only indi¬ 
vidual who has “been there" and willing to instruct. (139) 


MILITARY 



VEHICLES 


ADS ARTICLES - NEWS 

One year 
6 issues — $12 
Two years 
12 issues - - $20 

Subscribe now. 
P.O. Box 1748L 
Union, N.J. 07083 

THE MARKETPLACE 
FOR MILITARY VEHICLES 




MILITARY MEDALS 

WORLD WAR II * KOREA * VIETNAM 




Full Size U.S. and Vietnamese Medals. Ribbons, 
Badges, Fine Display Cases, Miniature Medals, 
Personal Service, Display the valuable Medals 
awarded_you or your family. Guaranteed! 
FREE CATALOG! o 


WRITE TODAY! ► MEDALS, BOX 16279SF 

FT HARRISON P.O. INDIANAPOLIS. IN 46216-9998 


PRIVACY-CONFIDENTIAL mail forwarding/receiving single 
remails $1, since 1981, street address, phone available. OMD 
Box 608039-SOF(131), Orlando, FL 32860. (142) 


NEW Gl BDU’3 Woodland, Urban, Olive Original Material 
$23.95/$45.95 set 100% Rip Stop $25.95/$49.95 Set Specify 
Pants, Jacket, Etc. Waist/Chest Size Add $3. shipping each 
piece. Outdoor Army Navy, 212 Main St., Fort Mill, S.C. 29715. 
(134)_ 

FULL-AUTO BB GUN 3,000 rpm, 850 psi., 150 yard range. 
Rugged metai design. Build yourself. Free information. P&P 
Publications, PO Box 725295 Atlanta, GA 30339. (135) 


SUPPORT 

SOF 

ADVERTISERS 


KREDIT KARDS! Your new option. KKA, 8048 Midcrown, Ste. 
32E, San Antonio, TX 78218. (134) 


FREE CATALOG 


UNIQUE 

ESPIONAGE & MILITARY MEMORABILIA 


Historical 3Hilitanj Art anit QloIIcctiblcs 
P.O. BOX 1806 - SF Lafayette, CA 94549 
Phone 24 hours (415) 283-1771 


LEARN PRISON KNIFE FIGHTING Most unique, informative, 
realistic knife fighting book ever published! Put ’Em Down- 
Take 'Em Out! Knife Fighting From Folsom Prison, by Don 
Pentecost, (Paladin Press). $12.95 plus $2 P/H. Make check 
payable: Don Pentecost (PO Box 172, Lake Elsinore, CA 
92331). Free information/additional programs: Philippine-Thail 
and overseas self-defense training. World’s untimate program 
experience. Arnis-Kali, private prison knife fighting instruction, 
Philippine afterhours entertainment, investor opportunities. 
Author (Don Pentecost) World’s foremost knife/prison weapon 
instructor will exchange experience/private instruction for two- 
year expenses paid stay in Philippines. (138) 


FREE INFORMATION Folsom Prison Knife Fighting (Don 
Pentecost, Paladin Press), Filipino Martial Arts, Philippine/ 
Thailand residency training. PO Box 172, Lake Elsinore, CA 
92331. (134) 


RANDALLS, Blackie Collins, Buck Custom, Al Mar, Gerber, 
Buck, Pacific, Victorinox, Case, Puma, Kershaw, Western, 
Kabar, Explorer, Aitor, Benchmark, Lakota, Cold Steel, A.G. 
Russell, Browning, Frost. Parker, Taylor, Leatherman, Re¬ 
mington, Spyderco, Wyoming, Eye Brand, DMT, Lansky, Cata¬ 
log $2. Carolina Cutlery, PO Box 12819, Winston-Salem, NC 
27117 (137) 


“MOST DANGEROUS BOOK EVER PUBLISHED" — NBC, 
CAN YOU — duplicate CIA tricks; save on surveillance gear; 
listen thru walls; see in the dark; get unlisted phone numbers, 
credit/personal records; chemically read through envelopes; 
etc? HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY, 264 pages, 
8Vfcx11, $33 postpaid, CEP INCORPORATED, PO Box 865- 
8QK, Boulder, CO 80306, (303) 443-2294. (137) 


U.S. MILITARY INSIGNIA: 
1940 through Current 
Large Catalog, $2.00 

SAUNDERS 

Box 3133-SF • Naples, FL 339333133 


“PATRIOT BEAR”™ 

Soft acrylic pile body with 
polyester tiberfil stuffing. 20" 
High xT Wide 

Uniformed in camouflage 
fatigues, combat boots, dog tag. 
parachute, service beret or camo 
fatigue cap. and service insignia 
(A. Ranger; B. Airtxxne; C. 
Special Forces). 

A GRFAT GIFT IDEA 

Price: *24.95 each 
2 lor *47.50 
New York City residents 
add 6% tax. 
Add $2.50 tor dippingandhandlmg. 
Allow 4/6 weeks for delivery. 

□ Check 
o Money Order 

To: Jennifer Sales, Inc.. Box No. 921, Glen Rock, NJ 07452 


Qty. 

Beret/Cap/Insignia 

Unit Price 

Total 


□ Beret 

□ Cap 

Insignia Ad Id 
CD 




Name 


Address 
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PARTING SHOT 

by William K. Lane, Jr. 


From Saigon to Central Casting 


Reprinted with permission of The Wall 
Street Journal ®1988 Dow Jones & 
Company, Inc. All rights reserved. 


M OV1ES about Vietnam are the 
latest phase in Hollywood’s nonstop 
assault on the American spirit The 
films are often accompanied, in the 
print media and on TV, by advice from 
Vietnam veterans groups, “outreach” 
organizations, and the like, that we 
who fought in that conflict should see 
these movies only with a “support 
group.” One organization advised us 
not to see “Platoon” alone; another 
cautioned us to spend time “decom¬ 
pressing with friends after it.” We’ve 
been told about the danger of “night¬ 
mares” and warned of the ultimate 
horror: “flashbacks.” Jane Fonda, our 
dart-board version of World War IPs 
Betty Grable, claims she and a group 
of veterans “wept” in a theater lobby 
after seeing the movie. 

Excuse me while I barf. 

This ludicrous blubbering and 
psychobabble has puzzled me for 17 
years. Every unveiling of a Vietnam 
memorial on TV news seems to star the 
same two central-casting vets wearing 
fatigues — both bearded, one with 
pony tail — hugging each other and 
sobbing. It’s embarrassing. 

The other image is created by the 
cultural termites in Hollywood: the 
American soldier in Vietnam as racist, 
neurotic, drug crazed, feral, a hopeless 
pawn of a rotten society sent to fight an 
unjust war. Even the cartoonish Ram- 
bo character is a societal misfit, a 
mumbling killer exorcising his demons 
in a revenge ritual. 

The vast majoriy of men who fought 
in that war — people like me — simply 
do not fit any of those images. Many of 
us are embarrassed by them, especial¬ 
ly in the presence of veterans of I wo 
Jima and Midway and Pork Chop Hill 
— most of whom saw much more hor¬ 
ror than Vietnam soldiers ever did and 
managed to continue their lives with¬ 
out whining, acting nutty, or looking 
for a free ride. 

This is not to say that Nam was not a 
searing experience. Indulge me as 1 pre¬ 
sent some images I dredged up in an 
attempt to stimulate a few “flashbacks.” 

I arrived in Vietnam in early 1968, as 


green as the beret 1 wore, and was 
assigned to the Special Forces “A” 
team that had the dubious distinction, 
two weeks later, of being one of the 
first attacked during the Tet offensive. 
My memories of that battle are of the 
incredible roar and chaos that occurs 
when two rifle companies open up on 
each other; of a day and a night pinned 
down behind tombstones in a Bud¬ 
dhist cemetery; of picking up a terrible 
sweet smell for the first time and know¬ 
ing instinctively that it was death. 

I remember an old French priest 
who insisted I follow him during a lull in 
the battle because he wanted me to see 
a “bullet” in his church. The bullet 
turned out to be a howitzer shell that 
had come through an open window 
and embedded itself in the steps of the 
altar without exploding. We got “the 
bullet” out for him when things calmed 
down a week or so later, but I do re¬ 
member genuflecting as I left the 
church in awe, and then going back to 
the grim work. 

I can still see the terror in the eyes of 
the North Vietnamese prisoners brought 
before me. I was the first American they 
had ever seen, tall and blond (then), and 
undoubtedly going to kill them. They 
nearly collapsed in relief when I handed 
each of them a few of my Luckies and 
told them, “No sweat” 

I remember the exhilaration brought 
about by extreme fatigue and our vic¬ 
tory over the North Vietnamese regi¬ 
ment that had invaded our area. And I 
recall the curses, the hatred we felt 
when the New York Times dips arrived 
claiming the Vietnamese and Amer¬ 
ican victory in the Tet offensive was 
actually a defeat. 

There were other vignettes that ha¬ 
ven’t faded: A boy in a nearby village 
with a twisted foot caused by a badly- 
healed break. We begged his mother 
for months to let us take him into Nha 
Trang and have it fixed. Finally she 
relented, tearfully, not quite trusting 
us. Our medic sneaked the boy into an 
American hospital under care of a doc¬ 
tor who was part of our conspiracy. We 
gave him back to his mother, in a cast, 
with a leg as good as new. The whole 
village got drunk with us. 

We got drunk on Thanksgiving day 
as well, after the giggling Vietnamese 
told us the “deer” we had eaten with 
them for Thanksgiving dinner was 
actually a dog. 

I remember trying to cram a year of 


good times into a week of R&R in Sin¬ 
gapore, and then landing back in Viet¬ 
nam at the air base, hung over and de¬ 
pressed, only to be mortared in the ter¬ 
minal. 

But many of the starkest of memor¬ 
ies are the bad ones. A newly married 
lieutenant dead after less than a week 
in the country, a sergeant killed in a 
firefight when another American shot 
him accidentally, piles of dead North 
Vietnamese, dead South Vietnamese, 
dead Montagnards, a dead old man in 
his bed in a house wrecked by battle; 
heat, fear, concussion, the frenzy of 
fighting out of an ambush. 

Bad things, but no worse than many 
other bad things in life: car wrecks, the 
death of loved ones. Being fired prob¬ 
ably can be as traumatic as being fired 
upon. And besides, Nam was a long 
time ago. 

I still know where a few of my team¬ 
mates are. I get a few cards at Christ¬ 
mas. Sometimes I see one or two and 
hear about others. Some did a few 
more tours in Nam after I left. A couple 
are still in the Army. Some have done 
better than others, but I’ll bet you this: 
None of them would need a “support 
group” to go see a movie. None of them 
would indulge in prattle about “post- 
traumatic-stress disorder” and how it 
caused them to beat up their wives or 
wet their beds. None of them would be a 
party to the Agent Orange hustle. 

And none of them would go to an 
Army-Navy surplus store and buy 
jungle fatigues and put them on and 
hug each other and cry for the cameras 
because no one gave them a parade. 

The men I knew in Vietnam didn’t 
hate each other because of race. We 
weren’t on drugs. We didn’t murder 
civilians. We didn’t hate the Army or 
LBJ or our country. We didn’t feel 
America owed us a free ride because 
we spent time defending it. We were 
our own “support group” over there. 
We don’t need one here. 

I’ve met hundreds of Viet vets over 
the years, and I’ve yet to encounter 
one who fits the prevailing stereotypes. 
There are veterans from all our wars 
who are sick or depressed or drug 
addicted, and by all means they de¬ 
serve our help and comfort. Those 
who were legitimately disabled de¬ 
serve a special, revered status in our 
society. But can’t we stop the fictional 
stereotyping that simply doesn’t fit the 
majority of Vietnam veterans? 

Some of the bravest and best men 
that ever wore an American uniform 
fought in that war. They deserve better 
than to be caricatured by Hollywood 
and represented in the media as a le¬ 
gion of losers- 

Bill Lane served as executive officer 
of a Special Forces A Team during his 
tour in 1968 , and currently works as a 
speech writer in Connecticut 


112 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


DECEMBER 88 











FOR THE BEST BUYS IN FINE KNIVES 


CHRIS REEVE 
MOUNTAINEER 



/ 


Crafted from 
a solid bar of 
high caftxm too! 
steel. 4“ blade, 8“ 
overall, and only 5 
1/2 ounces makes 
this a compact, 
yet solid knife. 
Each knife serial 
numbered and 
guaranteed for 
life. Stout military 
style black leather 
sheath included. 
Retail $160.00 


#CRMT 

Your Price $119-95 


fiAi (inrn 


We stock the full Cold Steel line at discount prices, call today!! 


COLD STEEL " RECON ” TANTO 



If you've always wanted a Cold Steel Tanto, but felt It 
"cuT a little deep into your pocketbook, this is the deal 
for you... Non-reflective "MILITARY’ version of the 
famous Cold Steel Tanto. 5 3/4“ blade. 11 1/4- 
overall. Tough Kraton handle gives you a comfort¬ 
able “non-slip’ grip. Includes black leather sheath. 
Made In the USA. Retail $89.95 #CSRCT 


"An incredbte value" 


BLOWOUT 
PRICE 
$54.95 ^ 


SPYDERCO POLICE CLIPIT 

Cur favorite folding fighter.. 

Incredible serrations “cut like 
mad". 4 1/4“ blade, 9 1/2“ 
open. Once you carry a Cliplt. 
you'll never want to be without 
one... Retail $79.95 
#SP1007 

Your Price 




TRI ANGLE "SHARPMAKER" 

Our #1 choice In sharpeners.. Sharpens all knives, serrated or 
straight edges. Comes complete with 2 medium and 2 fine 
stones, ABS plastic base and an excellent instruction booklet 

Retail $39.95 0 

#SP 203 MF Your Price $29-95 


$59.95 

6 


?> 




"AMERICAN" 

BUSHMASTER 





1 


Famous KUKRI 
design. 9 3/4" blade 
with false edge for thrusting, 
14 3/4“ overall. Continuous 
cutting curve of the blade and 
“weight forward" design 
provides superior slashing and 
chopping abilities with less 
effort. Satin finished 420 high 
carbon stainless steel blade, 
Rockwell 54 for durability and 
easy field sharpening. 
Convenient lanyard hole for 
wrist thong. Durable kydex 
sheath Included. 
Retail $69.95 
#BMlS0 

Introductory Price $49.95 


COLD STEEL 
TRAILMASTER 
BOWIE 

Designed by 
Lynn C. Thompson 

Impressive 9 1/2- 
satin finished blade, 
made with Cold 
Steers exclusive 
Carbon Five steel. 
Comfortable Kraton 
handle. Includes 
rugged black leather 
sheath. This knife Is 
made for serious 


"1988 AMERICAN MADE 
KNIFE OF THE YEAR" 



#CSBOW 
Retail $175.00 


Our Price 
Too Low To 
Advertise -- 
Call For 
Your Low 
Discount 
. Price! j 


BALI-SONG by BCNCHMADC 

Quality Ball-Songs are back.. 3" Wee-hawk 
blade, black cocoon sheath Included. 

Retail $74.95 #BM35 

Your Price $59.95 


ALMAR 
SERE/ATTACK 

Survive. Escape, Resistance, Evasion 
Designed by Vie SERE 
School atFt. Bragg.made 
by AJ Mar. A hefty folder 
wftoa41/4*bUde,101/B* 
open and 5 7/8* dosed. 

Camomlcartfl scales. In¬ 
dudes either a black 
leather or camo woven 
Sheath, please spediy. 

Retail $195.00 
#AM3003A 

Your Price $155.95 



MARK IICS 

GERBER 



Cutlery Shoppe Exclusive... 
Time tested design, built for 
combat. 5 degree angled 
blade, special “cat's tongue" 
non-slip handle. 6 1/2“ 
double edge blade, 11 1/2“ 
overall. Includes top quality 
black oordura sheath. 


#gbs7io Your Price $79.95 


TOMCAT 


(jTutlei 





"1988 KNIFE OF THE YEAR' 

Rugged folding bowia. High carbon slatotese steel 
construction IrrougbouL Featuring a new negative* 
draft locking bar system, which gives nw/ meaning to 
the word ’lookback*. Raised “point positive* kraton 
grips. 3 3 /a* blade and 81/4* overall. Dual mounting 
blackrrytonsheah. Thisisa SOLID.STOUT krife... 
Retail $79.95 

#sstc Your Price $67.95 


FOR ORDERS ONLY: VISA, MASTERCARD & C.O.D.-FOR INFORMATION CALL 1-208-376-0430 


Send to: CUTLERY SHOPPE 
Dept SF. 5461 Kendall Street, Boise, ID 83706 


Get our lull color catalog, 
with great deals on the top 
knile brands. Just send $1 
or cal 208-376-0430 to get 
your copy, PLEASE, do not 
caB the *800* number as we 
reserve these ines for cus¬ 
tomers placing orders... 



ADD SHIPPING: $5 to 48 states~$7 APO & FPO-- $8 for C.O.D. 48 states only-$10 Alaska, Hawaii & 
Canada. Foreign orders (excluding Canada), please write for shipping costs. PAYMENT: Wo accept 
VISA, MASTERCARD, C.O.D. (cash only). Money orders $ checks (checks allow 21 days to dear) 

FAX Orders: 1-208-376-7608 
























































5188 S.E. International Way 
Portland, OR 97222 





4 o ISSUES OF SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

I YOURS FOR ONLY $ 24 95 

SAVE 30% OFF ONE-YEAR SINGLE-COPY PRICE* 


O Send me one year (12 issues) of SOF for $24.95 


Name: 


Address: 


City:. 


. State:. 


.Zip: 


O Payment enclosed (U.S. Funds only) O VISA O MasterCard 
Card#_Exp. Date:_Signature:__ 


XZD248 


Payment must accompany order. (Offer good in U.S. only. All other countries acid $7/year additional postage.) 

Please allow 6 to 8 weeks for your first copy to be mailed. Offer Expires 6/30/89 

“Savings based on annual newsstand rale of $38. 


AAIPT OF SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
Uir I YOURS FOR ONLY $22 95 

SAVE 36% OFF ONE-YEAR SINGLE-COPY PRICE* 

GIVEN BY: 


Name: 


Address:. 
City:_ 


. State:. 


.Zip:. 


O Payment enclosed (U.S. Funds only) O VISA O MasterCard 
Card# _ Exp. Date: _ Signature: _ 


XZE228 


SEND TO: 

Name:_ 


Address: . 


City:. 


. State: 


.Zip:. 


Payment must accompany order. (Offer good in U.S. only. All other countries add $7/yea r additional postage.) XZD228 

Please allow 6 to 8 weeks for your first copy to be mailed. Expires 6/30/89 

-^Lrfvuijj. bkA« on annual newsstand rate of £# ~ 
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1988. Ftoly Technologies. 
All Rights Reserved 



Utilizing the original blue¬ 
prints and over 30 yean pro¬ 
duction experience, Poly Tech 
Has created w hat must be con¬ 
sidered an instant classic. The 
AK-47/S Is the seml-auto vet- -- 
sion of the AK-47 [Third 
Model), one of the roost 
important firearm designs of 
this century. Machined from a 
solid 6.6 pound forged Steel 
billet, the AK-47 fS receiver 
offers structural integrity 
unmatched by any stamped or 
cast counterpart. 

The essence of practicality, 
the AK-47 utilizes Simple and 
robust construction, contrib¬ 
uting to its legendary reputa¬ 
tion for reliability and 
durability, The fact that the 
competition featured in this 
advertisement are all designs 
based on the AK-47 is perhaps 
the most effective endorse- . 
merit one can receive- 


As a part of Poly Tech's new 
Legend Series, the AK-47^S fc 
covered by an unprecedented 
5-year limited warranty on 
parts and labor For mo-re 
Information, please see your 
Poky Tech dealer or write to; 


PTK International 

P.O. Box 7 24027™ Dept SOF 

Atlanta, Q A 30339 






